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PREFACE TO TEE FIFTH EDITION. 


The success which has followed the issue of the pre¬ 
vious editions of this Geography has fully shown the 
necessity that existed for a book of the kind, and 
has proved that it has been acceptable as a reliable 
and useful Text Book. 

The present edition has been thoroughly revised 
up to the latest dates, many parts have been entirely 
re-written, a large number of questions have been 
added, and new maps inserted. Any errors in the 
first edition have been corrected, and the accuracy 
. ^ of all information now given may be relied upon. 
While this edition is entirely new, and printed from 
new stereotype plates, the same arrangement and 
system has been continued as in the first, the chief 
improvements being the addition of exercises on the 
various maps, and the insertion of new maps, valu¬ 
able for teaching more thoroughly the geography of 
our own country. 

Our own Dominion occupies the foremost place, 
while, from our connection with Great Britain and 
our proximity to the United States, these countries 
have also been fully treated. 

The style will be found to be simple, so as to be 
acceptable to the largest number of scholars; and 
yet sufficiently full and explicit to give a thorough 
general knowledge of the Geography of the world. 
The latest authorities have been consulted for sta¬ 
tistics ; and each part of the Dominion has been 
revised by gentlemen resident in the various Pro¬ 
vinces, whose intimate knowledge of the different 
countries renders them well qualified to undertake 
the task ; and to whom the author is under great 
obligations for the care and attention which they 
have bestowed upon the work. 


The plan which has been followed throughout is 
to impress upon the memory the great physical 
features, form, and appearance of a continent or 
country, so that the scholar may have imprinted on 
his mind a view of the country, where the moun¬ 
tains, the rivers, and general slope and appearance 
of the country stand prominently out; leaving the 
minor details, such as subdivisions, towns, products, 
government, &c., to be filled in upon the founda¬ 
tion of the first and most important part. 

To each section or country, questions have been 
attached, with a view to assist the scholar in learn¬ 
ing, and Exercises on the Maps are also given to 
prove his knowledge of what he has learned, before 
coming up to his teacher. These questions may, of 
course, be increased to any extent., according as the 
teacher may desire. It is, however, • recommended 
that full exercises and questions should be given on 
the maps’; and as every place FCt d name mentioned 
in the text will be found on them, it will stimulate 
the scholar to greater accuracy and observation, 
should questions be asked the answers to which are 
not to be found in the printed text. 

This book is now offered to the public of the 
Dominion, in the hope that, as one step towards a 
united nationality^ a thorough and intimate know¬ 
ledge of the whole by the different countries united, 
it may enable not only the scholars, but others also, 
to form a more true and correct idea of the sister 
Provinces than they have hitherto had ; and assist 
also in producing, even if in a small degree, that 
good feeling and pleasant intercourse which ought 
to exist between the different parts of the same 
union. 
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MODERN SCHOOL GEOGRAPH1 


INTRODUCTION. 


form of the earth. 

Geography is a description of the Earth, its surface, 
divisions, and inhabitants. The Earth is round, like an 
orange, being slightly flattened at the two poles, and 
bulging out a little round the middle. To prove that 
the Earth is round, although it appears to us to be flat. 
we know that we can only see the surface of the ground 
about three miles on a level plain; and at sea the view, 
not being interrupted by mountains or any great in¬ 
equalities in the surface, is bounded on all sides by the 
horizon. When a vessel appears in sight, the masts 
are always seen before the hull; so also, a vessel can 
sail round the world, and come back to her starting- 
point without changing the direction of her course. 

About one quarter of the Earth’s surface is land, and three- 

^Th^e Earth Is nearly 25,000 miles in circumference, and about 
8000 miles in diameter. , 

The circumference is a line drawn round the Earth, having 
the centre of the Earth for its centre. 

The diameter is a straight line drawn through the centre of 
the earth, and tenninated by its surface at each end. 

What is geography’ Describe What length is the circumference 
the form of the earth? How do of the earth? What length is the 

vou prove that the earth is round? diameter? Jl^Sof^eiSthT 
Of what is the surface of the earth ference and diameter of the earth c 
composed? In what proportions? 

MOTIONS OF THE EARTH. 

Although appearing to us to be perfectly still, the 
Earth is continually moving with great velocity. It 
has two motions :— 

1. The Diurnal, or Daily. Every twenty-four hours it re¬ 
volves once on its axis, causing alternate day and night, accord¬ 
ing as the portion we live on is turned to or from the sun. The 
axis of the Earth is an imaginary line passing through its 
centre, terminating in what are called the North and South 
Poles. 

2. The Annual, or Yearly. Every year it moves once round 
the Sun, producing the Seasons, according as the North or South 
Pole inclines towards the Sun. Thus, when the North Pole, or 
the northern portion of the Earth upon which we live, is in¬ 
clined towards the Sun, it is Summer with us, and Winter with 
the southern portion of the Earth, or toall south of the equator. 
And also, when the South Pole inclines towards the Sun, it is 
Winter with us, and Summer south of the equator. 

Tin order to understand this, it is necessary for the teacher to explain, 
that the axis of the earth is not perpendicular to the plane of its orbit, 
but is inclined to it at an angle of 66.] degrees. And as the axis of the 
Earth always points to the same part of the Heavens, the North or Polar 


star, it is evident that, as the Earth morMrnand the San each pole 
summer, Midwinter, and the Equinoxes ] 



Does the earth move? How 
many motions has it? What are 
they called? How are day and 
night caused? How is the part of 
the earth we live on situated with 
regard to the sun at night? What 


is the axis of the earth? What 
are the poles? What causes the 
seasons? When is it summer with 
us? When winter? Are the sea¬ 
sons the same both north and 
south of the equator? 


the heavenly bodies. 

The Sun is the centre of the system in which the 
Earth is placed, and round it the Planets and Comets 
move at various distances, each one having its own 
course, and shewing forth the beautiful regularity with 
which the Creator has arranged the universe. 

The Sun is 883,000 miles in diameteT, and 1,350,000 times 
larger than the Earth, from which it is distant ninety-five 

millions of miles. , m 

The names of the other planets, their relative sizes compared 
with the Earth, and their distances from the Sun, are: 


Miles distant 
from tbe Sun. 
37 millions. 


Times tbe six* 
of the Earth. 

Mercury, . . 1 ' 1 ® th • oy 

Venus, . . • * * * 144 ” 

u.pa . . 8-16ths . . -*■ , »j 

Asteroids, small; sit«at«. between Mars and Igjtjr. 

s™ : : « • ' » 

Uranus, • m ' ' 2870 ” 

Neptune, . . « • • 2870 >’ 

The Planets are supposed to he bodies somewhat similar to 
the Earth, although as yet little, besides their dimensions and 
orbits, is definitely known. Neither is it known whether they 
are inhabited or not, although they move on the same plane 
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INTRODUCTION. 


as the Earth, and like it rotate on their axes, and have alter¬ 
nate day and night, and probably seasons more or less varied. 
According as they are nearer or more distant than the Earth 
from the Sun, they require less or more time to move round 
the Sun. 

Comets are luminous bodies which move round the Sun with 
immense velocity. They generally move on a different plane 
from the Earth and the other Planets, and have an erratic 
course, not in a circle, like the planets, but at one time com¬ 
paratively near, and at another very far from the Sun, so that 
we may lose sight of them for hundreds of years. 

The Moon is the attendant of the Earth. Were the Earth 
to remain still, the Moon would revolve round it in 27} days; 
but as it is continually moving, the Moon requires 29£ days to 
complete its revolution. The Moon is about one forty-ninth 
part the size of the Earth, and is distant from it 237,000 miles. 

The Moon derives its light from the Sun ; and as the Earth 
sometimes intervenes directly between the Sun and the Moon, 
it then casts a shadow on the Moon’s surface. This is called 
an Eclipse of the Moon, or a lunar eclipse. 

The Moon also, in its course round the Earth, sometimes in¬ 
tervenes directly between the Sun and the Earth, and hides 
for a time the whole or part of the surface of the Sun from our 
sight. This is called an Eclipse of the Sun, or a solar eclipse. 

As the Moon does not move round the Earth on the same 
plane as the Earth does round the Sun, eclipses happen come 
paratively seldom. There are from two to five solar eclipses 
in the course of a year; there may be three lunar eclipses, 
and sometimes none. As, however, lunar 'eclipses are visible 
to a whole hemisphere at once, and solar eclipses only to a 
part, the latter, though happening oftener, are less frequently 
seen. 

Besides the Planets, there are multitudes of Fixed Stars , 
far beyond the system of which our Sun is the centre, and 
powerful telescopes reveal many more which are invisible 
to the naked eye. These shine by their own light, and are 
supposed to be suns, perhaps the centres of other systems as 
extensive as that in which the Earth is placed. The nearest 
of these .Fixed Stars is 211,000 times more distant than the 
Sun. 


A Continent is a large extent of 
land comprising several countries. 

An Island is a smaller extent of 
land wholly surrounded by water. 

A Peninsula is a portion of land 
almost surrounded by water. 

An Isthmus is a narrow neck of 
land connecting two larger portions 
of land. 

A Cape is a point of land project¬ 
ing into the sea; and if high or 
mountainous, is called a Promon¬ 
tory. 

A Shore or Coast is the edge or mar¬ 
gin of land bordering on the water. 

A Mountain is a portion of land 
rising to a considerable height 
above the surrounding country. A 
Hill is a smaller elevation. 


DIVISIONS OF 
About three-quarters of the 
water, the different parts of wl 
names:— 

An Ocean is an extensive body 
of salt water. Although the ocean 
may be said to be one, it is sub¬ 
divided into smaller portions, which 
are also called Oceans. 

A Sea is a smaller portion of salt 
water. 

An Archipelago is a sea studded 
with many islands. 

A Gulf or Bay is a portion of 
water extending into, and almost 
surrounded by land. 

A Strait is a narrow portion of 
water connecting two seas. When 
it is shallow, so that it may be 
sounded or fathomed, it is called a 
Sound. 

A Channel is a portion of water 
connecting two seas, but longer 
and broader than a strait. The 

CIRCLES ON 1 


A Valley is that portion of land 
which lies between mountains or 
hills. 

A Volcano is a mountain which 
throws out fire, smoke, lava, and 
ashes. The opening from which 
they issue is called the crater. 

A Plain is a tract of level land, 
and when considerably elevated 
above the level of the sea, it is 
called a Plateau , or table-land. 

A Desert is a barren tract of coun¬ 
try, covered with sand or rocks. 

An Oasis is a fertile spot in a 
desert. 

A Prairie is a tract of land, gener¬ 
ally fiat, or slightly undulating, 
covered with long grass or 6mall 
shrubs. 


THE WATER. 

Earth’s surface is covered with 
ich are known by the following 


same name is often applied to the 
hollow bed of a river. 

A Lake is a body of fresh water 
wholly surrounded by land. 

A River is a stream of fresh 
water, running into a lake, sea, or 
another river. Small rivers are 
called Streams, Creeks, Brooks, or 
Rivulets. A Basin is a tract of land 
drained or watered by a river. 
The ridge of land separating the 
basins of rivers is called a Water¬ 
shed er Divide. A Delta is that 
portion of land occupying the space 
between the different mouths of the 
same river. 

An Estuary or Firth is an aria 
of the sea extending into the land 
to meet a river, and appearing to 
form a continuation of the river. 

CHE GLOBE. 


For the convenience of measurement and calculation, the 
surface of the globe is divided by various imaginary Circles, 
which are shown by lines on the map, 

Each Circle is divided into 360 parts, called degrees (°). A 


What position does the sun oc¬ 
cupy in the solar system ? What 
bodies revolve round the sun? 
What is the size of the sun com¬ 
pared with the earth? How far 
distant is it? Are the planets the 
same size as the earth? Which are 
larger? Which are smaller? Which 
are nearer than the earth to the 
sun? Which are more distant? 
Describe the planets. Are their 
motions the same as those of the 
earth? What are comets? De- 


DIVISIONS O 
About one-quarter of the E 
the different parts of which 

names;— 


scribe their motion. What is the 
moon? How long does it take to 
move round the earth ? What is its 
comparative size? How far distant 
is it? What gives light to the 
moon? What causes eclipses? How 
many kinds of eclipses are there? 
How often do they happen ? Which 
do we see most frequently? What 
other heavenly bodies do we see? 
What are they supposed to be ? 
How far distant are they ? 


f THE LAND. 

irth’s surface consists of land, 

are known by the following 



degree is again subdivided ii 
into GO seconds ("). 



60 minutes 0, and a minute 


Exercises on the Map—The World.— Which hemisphere contains 
most laud? Which most water? Name a continent in the Western 
Hemisphere. What is that portion of land called which connects North 
and South America? What large island is there in the Eastern Hemi¬ 


sphere? What is the southern point of America called? Name the 
oceans on the map. Name a sea near the centre of the Eastern Hemi¬ 
sphere. An archipelago in the South Pacific Ocean. A gulf and sea 
between North and south America. A strait on the North of America. 

































A Map is a representation of the Earth, or a part of it, on 

& ThTupper part of a map is generally North ; the lower, 
South; the right hand, East; the left hand, Wes . 

The Equator is an imaginary circle drawn roun ^ 

at an equal distance from the poles, and dividing the Earth 
into the Northern and Southern Hemispheres. 

A Hemisphere is half of a globe or sphere. 

The lines running from East to West across P 

called Parallels of latitude, being parallel to ‘ soSTfrom 
They are Used for reckoning distance North an 

^The length of a degree of latitude, or the distance between 
the parallels, is always the same, being 60 geographical or 69 

^'xheUnes running from North to South are called il/eridiun^ 
They are drawn from one pole to the other, an 
Equator at right angles. They are used for calculating longi¬ 
tude, or distance East or West v , , tl 

The length of a degree of longitude, or distance between the 
meridians, varies, becoming shorter as we approach the poles^ 

At the Equator it is 69 English miles, at Montrea. about 49 
miles, aud a£ Toronto 50£ miles. 

The first meridian from which we reckon is supposed to pas 
through the Royal Observatory at Greenwich. Other countries 
generally reckon from the meridian which passes through their 

OW Longitude East or West means distance East or West of the 
first meridian at Greenwich. 

The Ecliptic is a great circle representing the course wh c 
the Sun appears to take during the year, and is shown by a 
line drawn round the globe on the plane of the Sun s apparent 
orbit. The line of the Ecliptic, as represented on a terrestrial 
globe or on a map, shows where each day at noon the Sun is 
directly overhead. "It-will be remembered that the Earth 
gradually changes its position towards the Sun during the 
year which it requires to complete its revolution; conse- 
quently, the points at which the Sun is directly overhead | 
change every day. The extent of the variation in the position 
of the Sun towards the Earth is from 234 Nort 5 

South of the Equator, which thus equally divides t e 

The Ecliptic crosses the Equator at two points in the Earth s 
course, about the 21st days of March and September; and at 
these two periods we have equal day and night all over the 
world. These are called the Equinoxes. 

The Tropics are two circles drawn round the globe at equal 
distances north and south of the Equator, and parallel to it, 
intersecting the extreme points of the Ecliptic, and arethus 
234° distant from the Equator. The northern is called the 
Tropic of Cancer, the southern the Tropic of Capricorn. 

The Polar Circles are lines drawn round the globe parallel 
to the tropics, and at equal distances from them, and mark 
the distance the Sun’s rays fall short of one pole, when the 
opposite pole is inclined towards it. As the Sun then shines 
vert V.lly on places 234° north or south of the Equator, so its 
rayr short of one pole 234 °, and shine beyond the other to 

x vr * d Tav World —What continents are crossed 

tyl£eEquator Whfch hemisphere contains most land the Northern 
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thh same distance; causing continuous day for a time at one 
pole and continuous night at the other. 





[ 7 ^ 

■South pot-6 

The tropics and polar circles divide the Earth into five Zones 

01 b The Torrid Zone, extending between the tropics, and so 
railed from the intense heat. . , 

less excessive than in the other zones. # 

The HoriamAa the*circle bounding the view by the apparent 

“ThelourC^iW Points of the horizon are North, South 
East, and West. These are again subdivided in the manner s 
compass; but the principal points are— 



/* 

% 



How is the surface of! ^‘much does'll rary in^suTon 

.srs S 1 sswini 


of a P map usually called ? What is the 
equator ? What is a hemisphere ? 
What are parallels of latitude ? 
What is their use? What are 
meridians? What is their use ? 
Are degrees of latitude and longi¬ 
tude of the same length? What is 
the length of a degree of latitude? 
Of longitude at the equator? At 
Montreal 1 Where do we begin to 
reckon the degrees of longitude t 


results meu i m --- . 

Uovr far distant are they from the 
equator? What are the polar cir¬ 
cles? When the sun is north of 
the equator, what is the result at 
the North Pole? At the South 
Pole? How do the tropics and 
polar circles divide the earth? 
Describe the tones. \Yhat is the 
horizon? What are the pnncipaJ 
points of the compass ? W hat are 
the cardinal points ? 


the cardinal points 1 

natural phenomena. 

The Earth is ‘ surrounded by a transparent fluid called 

“srSiir 

vertically or obliquely on the Eart h’s surface and then vary 

there in each ^“risphere! Awidegrees of latitude in North America 
o-ou!hro^t, Ar |om t ^riand in ihc Amarctic Ocean. 
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according to the height above the level of the sea. The heat 
or cold of the atmosphere is called the temperature. 

In the tropics, where the Sun’s rays strike vertically 
down, it is hottest; and within the polar circles, where the 
CTiys strike most obliquely, it is coldest. But as the air be¬ 
comes thinner as wo ascend, the Sun’s rays gradually lose 
their power, so that even in the tropics there is on the moun¬ 
tains a height above which snow will not melt. This is 
called the snow-line. This line gradually decreases in height 
as we approach the poles. At the Equator the snow-line is 
16,000 feet above the level of the sea, and in Canada it is 
about 7000 feet; and, were there high mountains in the 
country, their summits above that height would be perpetu¬ 
ally covered with snow. 

The atmosphere is never at rest, the particles of which it is 
composed being moved about by the influence of heat and cold, 
thus forming winds. Several contrary currents of wind may 
occur one above the other, as when we see the clouds moving 
in a different direction from the wind on the surface of the 
earth. "When the winds move rapidly they cause hurricanes 
and storms. 

In the Torrid Zone, the East or Trade winds prevail through¬ 
out the year, and opposite currents prevail in the Temperate 
Zones. In the North Temperate Zone the prevalent winds 
are from the South-West, and in the South Temperate Zone 
from the North-West. 

Periodical winds blow in different parts of the world, as the 
Monsoon on the shores of the Indian Ocean ; the Typhoon in 
the China Sea; the Sirocco, Simoom, and Harmattan from 
the burning deserts of Africa and Arabia. 

The ocean, like the air, is never at rest, being subject to the 
same influences ; heat and cold producing currents, winds pro¬ 
ducing waves, and the attraction of the Sun and Moon produc¬ 
ing tides. 

The principal current in the ocean is the Gulf Stream, in the 
North Atlantic Ocean. This flows from east to west in the 
Tropics into the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico, then 
skirts the shore of North America as far as Newfoundland, 
where it changes its course towards the east, and passing the 
Azores Islands, flows south till it once more reaches the great 
equatorial current which gave it origin. The water of the 
Gulf Stream is much warmer than that through which it 
flows, and its course rapid, varying from two to five miles an 
hour. 

The tides are principally caused by the attraction of the 
Moon. The water being composed of particles more easily 
moved than the land, is drawn towards the Moon as the 
Earth revolves on its axis, and is thus raised in one place and 
lowered in another. This is called the ebb and flow of the 
tide. Spring or high tides are caused by the joint attraction 
of the Sun and Moon, and neap or low tides by their attrac¬ 
tion in opposite directions. 

The heat of the Sun’s rays acting on the water forms vapor, 
which, being lighter than the air, gradually ascends. It is 
generally invisible, and is carried along by the winds until the 
temperature of the air becomes colder, when it condenses and 
forms clouds, and eventually falls to the Earth in the shape 


Exercises on the M af— 1 The World.— In what tone is Canada ? New¬ 
foundland? The West India Island? What countries are crossed by 
the Tropics and Polar Circles? What waters? What large islands in 
Oceanica Equator ? In what direction are the Sandwich Islands 


of rain, dew, hall, or snow. Fogs or mists are clouds resting 
on the Earth’s surface. 

The climate of a country is understood to mean the tem¬ 
perature, and dryness or moisture of the atmosphere. 

The climate is influenced by various circumstances; such as 
hot or cold winds, and the clearness or cloudiness of the sky ; 
or the proximity of large bodies of water, which, not being so 
susceptible of change as the atmosphere, make the neighbor¬ 
ing lands warmer or colder according as they are warm or cold. 
"When a country is covered with forests, its teipperature is 
found to be about 10° colder than when well cleared and culti¬ 
vated, as the trees prevent the Sun’s rays from reaching the 
ground, which thus remains colder than it would otherwise 
be, and imparts its coldness to the atmosphere. 


Describe the atmosphere. How 
are heat and cold produced ? What 
is meant by the temperature ? Why 
is it hottest in the tropics? Why 
coldest at the poles ? What is the 
snow-line? How is it that snow will 
not melt above a certain height? 
What is the height of the snow-line 
at the equator? In Canada? What 
causes the winds? What causes 
hurricanes and storms ? What 
winds prevail in the tropics? Which 
in the north temperate zone ? 
Which in the south temperate zone? 
What winds are especially remark¬ 


able, and wnero do they blow? 
What produces currents in the 
ocean? What causes waves ? What 
causes tides ? Describe the course 
of the Gulf Stream. How are tides 
produced ? What is meant by the 
ebb and flow of the tide? What 
are spring and neap tides? IIow 
is vapor produced ? How are 
clouds formed? What do they be¬ 
come ? What are fogs and mists ? 
What is meant by climate ? How • 
may the climate be influenced? 
What difference is there in it when 
the country is cleared ? 


MINERALS. 


The surface of the Earth is supposed to be a crust surround- .■?, 
ing a central mass in a state of fusion. The consequent ex- < 
pansion of gases and molten minerals causes volcanic erup- 
tiojis and earthquakes. Hence, too, the temperature of mines 
is found to increase in proportion to their depth. 

In this crust are found many valuable minerals, the principal 
of which are—/row, the most useful metal, is found in Canada, 
the United States, Great Britain, Sweden, Russia, Belgium, 
France, Germany, &c. # # ita 

Copper is found in Canada, the United States, Chili, Aug- yf 
fcfalia, Norway, and other countries. 

Tin is found chiefly in Cornwall, in England. 

Zinc is found in Prussia, Belgium, England, and the United 
States. 

Lead is found in Great Britain, Spain, Canada, and th 1 
United States. 

Gold i the most valuable of all the metals, is useful chiefly 
for coinage, and is most abundant in Australia, CalifornP 
British Columbia. It is found also in Quebec, Nova 
and other places. More than 100 millions of dollars in 
is found annually. 

Plalina t the rarest of all metals, is found chiefly in the Ural 
Mountains. 

Silver is found chiefly in Mexico, California, Nevada, and 
South America, on the north shore of Lake Superior in On¬ 
tario, and in Norway, Russia, and Hungary, in Europe. 

Mercury , or quicksilver, is found in California, Spain, &c. 

Besides these are Cobalt , Arsenic , and many other metals of 


less importance. 

Coal is the most valuable mineral, and the most important 
for adding to the wealth of a country. It is found in the 
greatest abundance in Great Britain and the United States, 


om North America? In what direction is Africa from Europe? Aus- 
alia from Asia? Madagascar from Africa? Newfoundland from 
anada ? Europe from North America ? Asia from hmope ? The West 
adia Islands from South America? Bermuda from North America? 


a 


I 

V 
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and largely in Nova Sootia, New Brunswick, Vancouver Island, 
and other countries. 

Sulphur is found chiefly in volcanic countries. 

Salt is found in every part of the world, in the various forms 
of mines, mountains, plains, and springs, and is also produced 
by the evaporation of sea water. 

Other minerals are numerous, but less important. 


What is the earth supposed to 
be ? What causes volcanoes and 
earthquakes ? Where is iron found ? 


Copper? Tin? Zinc? Lead? 
Gold? Platina ? Silver? Quick¬ 
silver? Coal? Sulphur? Salt? 


PLANTS. 


The Caucasian, including the principal nations of Europe, with the 
allied Asiatic races, jointly classed as Indo-European ; and also the 
Semitic races, including the Arabs, Jews, Ac. 

The Mongolian, including the Chinese, the Tartar tribes of Central 
Asia, and allied races ; among these the Finns and Lapps of Europe aro 
embraced. 

The Malay, including the natives of the peninsula of Malacca, the 
chief islands of the Indian Archipelago, New Zealand, Ac. 

The Ethiopian, including the chief nations and tribes of Africa; 
and 

The American, including all the nations and tribes native to North- 
and South America. 

The Papuans and other islanders are styled Negritoes, from their 
negro-like color of skin, woolly hair, Ac. The Australians are equally 
dark, but with hair generally straight. 

The American Indian closely approximates to the Asiatic Mon¬ 
golian. 


Plants are found adapted to every climate, soil, and locality. 
In the Torrid Zone they are most numerous, and vegetation is 
most luxuriant. They become less numerous and more stunted 
as we approach the poles, till even trees refuse to grow, and 
only mosses or lichens are found, upon which animals subsist. 

The Torrid Zone is distinguished for the size and lieajaty of 
its trees and flowers, its spices and rich fruits, and its odori¬ 
ferous plants. 

The Temperate Zones are distinguished for the abundance of 
eir grains and fruits most useful to man. 

The Frigid Zones produce nothing but mosses and lichens, 
>ept in the more temperate parts, where a little barley and 
o is grown, and a few pines and other hardy trees are found. 

Do plants grow in every country? I peculiar to the torrid zone? What 
here are they most numerous ? to the temperate zones ? What to 
here least ? What plants are | the frigid zones ? 

‘ t 

ANIMALS. 

Animals, like plants, are to be found in every region, and 
dapted to every climate, soil, and locality. 

Amid the luxuriant vegetation of the Torrid Zone , animals 
ain the largest size ; here, also, wild animals abound. The 
^sts, too, swarm with birds of brilliant plumage, insects, 
j. reptiles. 

In the Temperate Zones the more useful animals, such as the 
horse, cow, sheep, and deer, abound, and very few wild animals 
* o be found. 

*the Frigid Zones comparatively few land animals are 
but sea-fowl are very numerous, and the sea abounds 
? ? w^ale, seal, and walrus. 

als are common to all the zones, such as the dog, 
-ut jac. ; and it is remarkable that their natural cover¬ 

ing V*. *vith the climate of the zone in which they are found* 


Are animals found in every coun¬ 
try? What animals inhabit the 
torrid zone ? What the temperate 
aones? What the frigid zones? 


What animals are found in every 
zone ? What peculiarity do they 
exhibit? J 


MANKIND. 

Mankind has been variously classified according to distinc¬ 
tions of form, color, skin, hair, &c. The system of Blumen- 
*.ch, as the one most convenient for classification, forms the 
.sis of nearly all subsequent schemes ; and is as follows:— 


How is mankind commonly clas¬ 
sified ? What nations belong to the 
Caucasian race ? To the Mongolian ? 
To the Malay ? To the Ethiopian ? 
To the American? What are the 


Papuans called? What are the 
Australians like? To what other 
race does the American Indian 
most approximate ? 


POLITICAL DIVISIONS. 

The Political Divisions of the earth are Empires, Kingdoms*, 
Principalities, and Republics. 

An Empire consists of several large countries united under 
the rule of one monarch, generally called an Emperor. 

A Kingdom , or Mo'narchy , consists of one or more countries 
governed by a King or Queen. It is called a Limited Mon¬ 
archy when the power of the king is restricted by law, and no 
laws can be made without the consent of the representatives 
of the people ; and an Absolute Monarchy when the will of tho 
monarch is supreme. 

Pnncipalities , Grand Duchies , and Duchies are small statee 
governed by a Prince, Grand Duke, or Duke. 

A Republic is a country governed by a ruler chosen by tho 
people for a limited period, who is generally called a Presi¬ 
dent. 

How is the world politically divided ? What is an empire ? Kingdom ? 
Principality ? Republic ? 


GRAND DIVISIONS OF TIIE EARTH. 


The earth is divided into two Hemispheres , the Eastern and 
Western. 

Of the land there are five grand or principal Divisions— 

America , Europe , Asia , Africa , and Oceania. 

Of the water there are also five grand or principal Divisions, 
called Oceans — the Atlantic , the Pacific , the Indian , the 
Arctic , and the Antarctic. 

The extent of land upon the surface of the earth may be 
estimated at about 52 millions of square miles, divided af» 
follows :— 


America, 
Europe,. 
Asia. 
Africa, . 
Oceania, 


15,500,010 
3.SOO.OOO 
17,14 J, 000 
11,500.000 
4,500,000 


How is the earth divided ? What 
are the grand divisions of the laud ? 
Of the water ? What is the extent 


of land upon the earth ? Which 
division is the largest? Which 
next ? Ac. Which smallest ? 


Exercises ox the Map—The World.— What oceans wash the shores 
Vmerica? What sea is between North and South America? What 
between Europe and Africa? What sea between Asia and Africa? 
at oceans are in the Eastern Hemisphere ? What strait divides 


I North America from Asia ? What is the southern point of Africa 
1 called? What is the southern point of India called? What island is 
near there? What islands lie to tbe east of Asia in the ttmperat© 
j zone? What part of America is nearest to Japan ? 
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AMERICA. 


POPULATION AND RELIGION. 

The population of the earth is estimated at about 1300 
millions, divided as follows:— 


America, 
Europe, . 
Asia, 
Africa. . 
Oceania,. 


Population. 

80.000,000 

300,000,000 

800,000,000 

100,000,000 

30,000,000 


No. of Persona 
to Sq. Mile. 

5 

80 

41 

9 

7 


The inhabitants are divided, according to their religious 
belief, into— 

Christians, . . • 

Jews,. 

Mohammedans, . . 

Pagans, or Heathen, . 

What is the population of the 
earth? Which division contains 
the most inhabitants? Which next? 

Ac. Which is most densely peopled, 
or contains the largest number of 


. . . . 365,000,000 

. . . . 5,000,000 

. . . . 16o,000,000 

. . . . 800,000,000 

persons to the square mile ? Which 
next? Which least? Into what 
religious bodies are the inhabitants 
of the earth classed ? Which are 
most numerous ? Which next ? Ac. 


AMERICA. 


Area, 15,500,000 square miles, comprising 3-lOths of the land surface of the globe; greatest length from north to south in a direct line, 9400 miles; 

greatest breadth from east to west, 32oO ; population, 80,000,000. 


America, or the New World, the pnly great division 
of the earth in the Western Hemisphere, is surrounded 
on all sides by water; on the North by the Arctic 
Ocean; on the West by the Pacific Ocean; on the 
South by the Antarctic Ocean ; and on the East by the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

It is composed of two enormous pear-shaped masses 
of land, both widest towards the north, and tapering to 
a point towards the south, joined together by the 
Isthmus of Panama. 

These two parts are called respectively North and 
South America. 

America is remarkable for the extent and grandeur of its 
physical features; its mountain chains, rivers, lakes, plains, 
and forests being the largest in the world. 

It was discovered by Christopher Columbus in 1492, when be 
arrived at the island of San Salvador, one of the Bahamas. It 
was not, however, till 1498, on his third voyage, that he reached 
the mainland of South America; North America having been 
visited the year before by John Cabot, a Venetian in the service 
-of England. The new continent was named after Amerigo Ves¬ 
pucci, a Florentine, who accompanied Hojeda, a Spanish com¬ 
mander, as astronomer, and wrote an account of his discoveries 
in America. Greenland was discovered by the Norwegians 500 
years before Columbus reached America; and it is said that 
^hey also visited the shores of what is now called New England. 

In shape and general features the two great divisions re¬ 
semble each other. The Rocky Mountains of North America, 
and the Andes of South America, stretch from north to south 
through the whole length of the continent, forming an almost 
unbroken chain of nearly 10,000 miles in length. In both divi- 
* sions, this chain is nearest to the Pacific, and both have smaller 
ranges of mountains in the east, at the broadest part of the 
continents; while the centre, between the two ranges, is one vast 
-plain. Both divisions may be divided into four great slopes—' 
a northern, eastern, south-eastern, and western; and the 

Exbrcisks ok thb Map—North America.— What joins North and 
-South America? Which of the principal rivers are in the Dominion of 
Canada ? Which in the United States ? What mountain ranges extend 
through the Dominion of Canada? Through the United States? Point 


three first are drained in North America by the Mackenzie, 
St Lawrence, and Mississippi rivers; and in South America 
by the Orinoco, Amazon, and La Plata Rivers. And similarly 
in both continents, the sources of these rivers are divided 
only by a gentle rise scarcely perceptible. 

The rivers of America are especially remarkable for their 
length and volume of water, and also for the distance to which 
they are navigable, the length of the principal being— 


Mile*. 

{ Mississippi, with the Missouri, . . , 4500 

St Lawrence, with Lakes, . . . . 2140 

Mackenzie,.2160 

{ Amazon, with the Ucayali, .... 4000 

La Plata, with the Paraguay, . . . 2700 

Orinoco,.1600 


All of these rivers, with their tributaries (except the Mackenzie, which 
flows into the Arctic Ocean), are navigable almost to their sources. 
This is owing to the vast plains through which they flow, and their 
very gradual fall towards the sea. 

Compared with the other gre^^divisions of the Earth, 
America possesses but a small extent of coast line, its length 
being only 43,000 miles, or, in comparison with its size, only 
equal to half of that of Europe. It is more broken in North 
than in South America. The latter presents one unbroken 
mass of land, with no deep indentations, and but few islands 
along its whole coast. 

As the continent of America extends through all the zones, 
its climate and soil vary greatly, and will be found treated fully 
under the head of its separate countries. It is, however, in 
general, more humid in the Tropics than the Eastern Hemis¬ 
phere, and subject to greater extremes of heat and cold in the 
higher latitudes. In the north, the frozen mass of the Arctic 
Ocean renders it much colder than in the same latitude in 
Europe, and along the whole of the Western coast the high 
mountain ranges attract the moisture, so that rain generally 
prevails there to a greater extent than on the Eastern coast. 

• America does not possess such a number or variety of wild 
animals as are found in the Eastern Hemisphere, but presents 
a larger variety of plants. Many of the latter, also, are indi¬ 
genous or native to the country, such as tobacco, maize, the 
j>otato, cinchona, (from which comes the Peruvian bark,) ivory- 

out the principal lakes in the Dominion. In the United States. In Cen¬ 
tral America. What large island lies near the east coast of the Dominion ? 
What peninsula forms the south-eastern portion of the Dominion? What 
lfrJge island near the west coast? What islands enclose the Caribbean Seal 
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NORTH AMERICA. 


F*Im, &c. ; and America now supplies the world with cotton, 
sugar, coffee, and grain. 

When th« Spaniards first discovered the Western Continent 
under Columbus and other commanders, they called the native 
inhabitants Indians, under the impression that they had now 
found out the western route to the East Iiidies. Those In¬ 
dians dwelling in* Mexico and Peru were comparatively 
civilized, had large towns, and fixed forms of government. 
They welcomed the new-comers, but soon had reason to 
repent of their hospitality, for the lust for conquest, and the 
rapacity of the Spaniards and Portuguese, soon enslaved them 
and destroyed their cities. They have almost disappeared, or 
are represented by debased races rapidly becoming extinct. 
Many interesting relics remain to prove the great progress 
in civilization achieved by the native rae** of Mexico and 
Peru. ^ 

The Esquimaux, a short, stunted race, occupy the extreme 
north, and subsist by hunting and fishing. The remaining 
native races are scattered over the whole continent, living 
by the chase, and forming a great number of different 
tvibes, speaking different languages; in general they are 
fierce and barbarous, incapable of civilization, and fre¬ 
quently at war among themselves, or with the aggressor, 
the white man. They are supposed to number about ten 
millions, and most of them are still pagans. Many theories 
are advanced to account ft>r the native races of America, 
the most plausible being, that they came originally from 
Asia, across Behring Strait, where the Aleutian Isles 
form, as it were, stepping-stones between the two con- % 
tinents. 
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What is the extent of America ? 
greatest length ? Greatest breadth ? 
In what hemisphere is it? How is 
it bounded ? Point out the boun¬ 
daries on the map. What is its 
shape ? How is it divided ? For 
what is it remarkable? When was 
it discovered? Mention the first 
discoverers. How do North and 
South America resemble each other ? 
What mountain chains traverse 
•them ? Describe the other points 
of resemblance. Trace the Rocky 
Mountains on the map. The An¬ 
des. Point out the principal rivers. 
Which are the longest? Are they 
navigable? What contributes to 
make them easy of navigation? 
Describe the coast line of America. 


Which division is most irregular? 
Describe the climate and soil of 
America. Why is it colder than 
in Europe in the north ? Why is it 
more moist in the west than in the 
east ? Has America many animals ? 
Many plants? Which are indi¬ 
genous to the country ? What does 
America largely produce ? What 
are the natives called ? What was 
their condition when the continent 
was first discovered? How were 
they treated? What Is known of 
them ? What native races now in¬ 
habit the country? What is their 
present condition? What is their 
number? How are they supposed 
to have originated ? 


NORTH AMERICA. 

Aj-ea, 8,350,000 square miles ; greatest length from north to south, in¬ 
cluding Central America, 4700 miles; greatest breadth from east 
to west, 3000 miles; persons to a square mile, 6 : population. 

64, MO,000. ^ r r ’ 

North America comprises the Northern part of the 
Continent of America, and is joined to South America 
by the Isthmus of Panama. It is bounded on the 
North by the Arctic Ocean ; on the West by the 
Pacific Ocean ; on the South by the Pacific Ocean and 
the Gulf of Mexico; and on the East by the Atlantic 
Ocean. 


Exercises on the Map—North America. —What important gulf is 
there to the east of the Dominion of Canada? To the south of the United 
States? What is the southern point of the Peninsula of Lower Cali¬ 
fornia called ? The south eastern point of the United States 7 The \ 


Its surface is divided into four great regions by the grand 
chain of the Pocky Mountains, and the lesser chain of the 
Alleghanies; consisting of the Northern slope towards the 
Arctic Ocean, the Pacific slope, the great central plain extend¬ 
ing from the sources of the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico, 
and the Eastern slope towards the Atlantic Ocean. 

The Rocky Mountains form the great backbone, as it may be 
termed, of North America, extending from the Arctic Ocean 
southwards, through the whole length of the continent. The 
Cordilleras of Mexico and Guatemala may be considered as 
a continuation of the chain, although it is somewhat inter¬ 
rupted by the high plateaus of Mexico. The Rocky Moun- 

komV™ 6 m ° Stly fr ° m a high table * land > wfa ich is sometimes 
5000 feet above the sea. They occupy a region from 40 to 200 
miles in breadth, and consist in some parts of two or three 
parallel ranges. Their highest elevation- ia. attained in the 
Dominion of Canada and Colorado,—Mounts Brown and Hooker 
(in British Columbia) rising about 16,000 feet high,—although 
the Cordilleras contain the celebrated volcanoes of Popoca¬ 
tepetl, Agua, and Orizaba, the first nearly 18,000 feet high. 

Parallel with the Rocky Mountains along the Pacific coast 
are several successive ranges of mountains, which have been 
called the Alps of the Pacific, extending from Mexico to 
Alaska, and terminated by the lofty volcano, Mount St 
EliaE, 15,000 feet high. These chains are known by different 
names, as the Sierra Madrt in Mexico ; the Coast Range , and 
the parallel range of,the Sierra Nevada in California ; and the 
Cascade MountainsAn Oregon, WashiDgtou Territory, and 
British Columbia. •* 

Ihe Alleghany Mountains , or Appalachian chain, extend 
from the north of the State of Alabama to the Gulf of Sc 
Lawrence, about 1500 miles in length. Different portions of 
the same range are known by the names of the Cumberland 
Mountains in Tennessee, the Blue Mountains in Virginia, the 
Catskill Mountains in New York, the Green Mountains in 
Vermont, White Mountains in New Hampshire, and Notre 
Datne Mountains in Quebec. The name Alleghany belongs 
properly to the eastern and principal range in Virginia and 
Pennsylvania. Their highest summits are in New Hamp¬ 
shire, where they rise to the height of C000 feet, but elsewhere 
they seldom rise over 4000 feet. 

Owing to the vast plains of North America, and the gentle 
slope of the land, the rivers are large and numerous, and 
navigable far into the interior of the country. Th &St Law¬ 
rence, with the great lakes, is navigable for upwards of 2000 
miles, the Mississippi, with the Missouri, for upwards of 
4000, and many of the other great rivers almost to their 
sources. In the Great Central Plain there is scarcely a water¬ 
shed 1500 feet above the level of the sea, and many of the 
large rivers take their rise so near each other that it is diffi¬ 
cult to tell in which direction the'slope is. 

The principal Rivers of Ncrrth America are — 

In the north the Fukon, Mac¬ 
kenzie, Back or Great Fish, 

Churchill, Saskatchewan, and St 
Lawrence. 

In the east, the St John, Hud¬ 
son, Connecticut, Susquehanna, De- 
laware, Potomac, and Savannah. 


In the centre and south, the 
Alabama, Mississippi, with its 
abluents, the Illinois, Ohio, Mis¬ 
souri, Arkansas, and Red Rivers, 
and the liio Grande del-Norte. 

In the west, the Colorado, Co¬ 
lumbia, and Frastr. 


south-eastern point of Newfoundland? What capes and straits are in the 
east of the Dominion of Canada? What bay is between Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick? How is Alaska divided from Asia? What gulf is on 
the west of Mexico ? What gulf is on the west of British Columbia? 
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The principal Lakes of North America are in the northern 
part, and are either in the Dominion of Canada, or form the 
boundary between it and the United States. They are— 

Superior, Michigan , Huron, Erie, Ontario , Great Bear, Great Slave, 
Athabasca, Winnipeg , Winnipegotis, and Lake of the Woods. 

South of these the only Lakes worthy of mention are— 

Lake Champlain, just touching the Canadian frontier; Great Salt 
Lake in Utah ; and Nicaragua in Central America. 

The outline of North America is much more broken than 
that of South America, especially on the north and east, but 
compared with the extent of coast-line, the Islands, Gulfs, 
Promontories, Ac., are not numerous. 

The principal Islands are — 


Tn the north. Greenland, Mel¬ 
ville, Banks, and Southampton. 

In the west, Vancouver, Queen 
Charlotte , Prince of Wales, Sitka 
and Aleutian Isles. 

In the south, the Bermudas, 


and the West India Islands, com¬ 
prising the Bahamas, and Great 
and Little Antilles. 

In the east, Newfoundland, Cafe 
Breton, Prince Edward Island, 
A nticosti, and Long Islcmd. ' j 


NORTH AMERICA. 

deer, and wild fowl; and in the south, wild horses ane> 
numerous. The sea also abounds witL valuable fish. 

All the principal minerals are found in North America; 
gold, silver, copper, and lead, being found to a great extent in 
many parts. It is estimated that the coal beds of North 
America are more than ten times as large as all the others in 
the world put together. 

North America has been colonized by settlers from Europe, 
principally from the British Islands, who, chiefly within the 
last 200 years, have explored, settled, and cultivated a 
territory larger than Europe; have built large cities, and 
carry on an extensive commerce with every quarter of the 
globe ; and are distinguished for their energy and enterprise 
in agriculture and commerce, for the extensive facilities for 
rapid communication they possess, and for their general 
intelligence and cultivation. 


The pHncipal Gulfs, Bays , and Straits are 
In the north, Davis Strait and In the south, Florida Strait, 
Baffin Bay, Barrow and Banks G ulf of M exico, the Caribbean Sea, 
Straits'; Melville, and Lancaster and Gulfs of Ca mpeachy and Hon- 
Sounds, Hud^y} Strait and Hu^L- , duras.^ 


son Bay, and its s.outheru extrem¬ 
ity, James Bay. 

In the east, the Strait of Belle 
li Cy Gulf of St Lawrence, and 
Bay of f'undy. 

The principal Capes are— 

In the east, Farewell, C'hudleigh, Lucas, Mendocino, Flattery, and 


In the west, the G.ylf of Cali¬ 
fornia, Juan de Fuca Strait, 
Gulf of Georgia, and Behring 
Strait. - 


Prince-of Wales. 

In the north, Lisburne, Barrow, 
and Bathurst. 


North America^ is divided into — 

Mexico. 

Central America. 
West India Islands. 


Charles, Race, Breton, Sable, Cod, 

Hatter as. Sable (Florida;, Catoche, 

Gracias d Djlos. ; 

In the west, Corrientes, $an 

The Peninsulas of North America are — 

In the east, Labrador , Nova Scotia, Florida, and Yucatan. 

Ir. the west, Alaska, and Lower California. 

In the north, Boothia and Melville. 

North America, owing to its great extent from north to 
south, varies greatly in climate, according to the latitude. In 
general, it averages about 10° hotter, in summer and 10° colder 
in winter than in the same latitude in Europe. In the north 
and east it is much colder, owing to the great extent of the 
frozen Arctic Ocean, from which cold currents are continu¬ 
ally flowing southwards. In the south it is hot, but varies 
according to the elevation of the land above the sea. On 
the west, .coast it is in general warmer and more moist than 
in the east. It is remarkable, that about the centre of the 
Dominion of Canada, along the Saskatchewan Valley to the 
Kooky Mountains, the climate is almost the same as in 
Ontario, although 10° higher in latitude, or nearly 700 miles 
farther north. 

The soil of North America is generally rich and productive, 
owing chiefly to its level nature and the great number of 
rivers; the only barren part* of any extent being the Arctic 
Regions, and the desert tracts in the United States along 
each side of the Rocky Mountains. Grain, cotton, sugar, and 
tobacco form the great staple products. 

There are few wild animals in North America, the princi¬ 
pal being the bear, wolf, lynx, jaguar, &c. ; but fur-bearing 
animals, such as the beaver, otter, mink, marten, and others, 
abound in the North. The great prairies swarm with buffalo, 

Exercises on the Map—North America.— Between wbat parallels 
of latitude does North America lie ? Between what meridians ? From 
what place are these reckoned ? Are they east or west ? Through what 
zones does North America extend ? Point out on the map the principal 


Danish America. 

Dominion of Canada. 

United States of America. 

What is the are4 of North Amer¬ 
ica? Greatest length? Greatest 
breadth? Population? Average to 
the square mile ? What propor¬ 
tion of the whole continent does it 
comprise in extent? In popula¬ 
tion? How is North America joined 
to South America? IIow is North 
America bounded ? Point out the 
boundaries on the map. How may 
its surface be divided, and by what? 
Point out the divisions on the map. 
describe the Rocky Mountains. 
Where are the Cordilleras ? Where 
do the Rocky Mountains attaip 
their greatest height? What are 
the highest peaks? What moun¬ 
tains are on the Pacific coast? 
How far do they extend? What 
are the highest peaks? What are 
the names of the different chains ? 
How far do the Alleghanies ex¬ 
tend ? Under what names f How 
high are they ? Describe the gene¬ 
ral features of the rivers of North 
America. Describe the great cen¬ 
tral plain. Name the principal 
rivers. Trace their courses on the 
map. Where do they rise? Into 
what ocean, gulf, or bay do they 


flow ? What tributaries have they ? 
Where are the principal lakes? 
Name them. Point them out on 
the map. Describe the outline of 
/North America. Name the princi¬ 
pal islands. Point them out on the 
map. Describe the position of each. 
Name the principal gulfs, bays, 
straits, fcc. Point them out on 
the map. Describe their position. 
Name the principal capes. De¬ 
scribe their position. Name the 
principal peninsulas. Describe 
tneir position. Describe the cli¬ 
mate of North America. What is 
remarkable in the climate of the 
Dominion of Canada ? Describe the 
soil of North America. Where are 
the barren tracts? Point them out 
on the map. What are the staple 
products of North America? Wha* 
are the principal animals? In 
what parts are they respectively 
found ? What minerals are found ? 
Of what extent are the coal-beds ? 
How has .North America been 
peopled ? In what length of time ? 
For what are the people distinguish¬ 
ed? How is North Americadividedf 
Point out the divisions on the map. 


DANISH AMERICA. 

Area 380,000 square miles ; population, nearly 10,000 ; about twice the 
1 , size of Ontario. 

Greenland or Danish America is a very large 
island, or possibly several islands joined by ice. The 
surface is high and rocky, with enormous glaciers in 
the hollows. It is said to have been discovered by a 
Norwegian, 500 years before Columbus discovered 
America. 

The climate is cold, although in July the thermometer rise* 
to S4° ; and fogs are almost constant on the coast. The soil ia> 
unfit for cultivation, although it has been attempted with a 
little success in some parts. 

political divisions of North America ? Give the parallels of latitude and 
meridians between which each lies l How is Danish America separated 
from the Dominion? In what zone are the United States? Are they in the 
northern or southern part of it» In what zom sare the other divisions t 












































































































































































NORTH AMERICA. 


13 


Tlie principal animals are the reindeer, seals, Esquimaux 
dogs, hares, &c. Sea fowls are very numerous. 

The Danes have several settlements along the coast at 
Julianshaab , Uppernavik , &c., for the purpose of trade. The 
chief exports are eider-down, whale and seal oil, seal-skins, 
and furs. The whale and seal fisheries on the coast are 
valuable, and are extensively carried on. The Danish popula¬ 
tion amounts only to about 300, the remainder being natives, 
a branch of the Esquimaux race. 

What is the size of Danish Amer- the climate and soil. Name the 


lea ? Population ? What is it sup¬ 
posed to be ? Describe its surface. 
When was it said to have been dis¬ 
covered, and by whom ? Describe 


principal settlements, and point 
them out on the map. What are 
the chief branches of industry? 
How is the population composed ? 


DOMINION OF CANADA. 

Area, 3,330,000 square miles; population, about 4.00",000 ; nearly as 
large as Europe, and comprising more than one-sixteenth part of 
the land surface of the globe. 

Greatest extent from east to west, 8500 miles, and from north to south 
about 1400 miles. 

Capital Ottawa. 

The Dominion of Canada is bounded on the North 
by the Arctic Ocean and Baffin’s Bay ; on the West by 
the Territory of Alaska, belonging to the United States, 
and the Pacific Ocean ; on the South by the United 
Statesjand the Great Lakes; and on the East by the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

v The Dominion of Canada comprises the whole of British North 
America, except the Island of Newfoundland, and consists of the Pro¬ 
vinces of 

Ontario, Prince Edward Island. 

Quebec, Mani;oba, 

New Brunswick, British Columbia, 

Nova Scotia, 

the District of Kewatin and the Noath-West Territory, formerly called 
the Hudson Bay Territory. 

The chief physical features of the Dominion are :— 

In the west, the Rocky Mountains , extending from the 
Arctic Ocean to the United States, from north to south, and 
the parallel range of the Cascade Mountains, near the Pacific 
Coast, both of which here attain their highest elevations. 

In the centre, the great northern slope towards the Arctic 
OceaD, with its numerous lakes, rivers, and marshy tracts, 
chiefly drained by the Mackenzie and Great Fish Rivers ; and 
the large inland sea, Hudson Bay, from which that part of the 
country formerly derived its name. 

In the east, the great chain of Lakes forming the boundary 
between Canada and the United States, containing nearly one- 
balf of the fresh water on the globe, and which, with the River 
St Lawrence , form an unbroken chain of water communication 
fur over 2000 miles. 

In the eastern and western portions of the Dominion, the 
country is well wooded, and timber is largely exported, but the 
centre consibts of an immense tract of level or gently undulating 
prairie land, with only a few trees along the courses of the rivers, 
but producing abundance of nutritious grasses, and frequented 
by vast herds of buffalo. 

Although comprising such an extensive area, the settled por¬ 
tion of the Dominion is very small, consisting chiefly of a long 
narrow strip of land, seldom exceeding 100 miles in breadth, 

Lxkrcisbs on the Map— Dominion of Canada.— What mountain chains 
cross the western part of the Dominion ? Which parts of the Dominion are 
\^} l V yest? Wk.eh in the east ? Which province is i ear the centre ? 

«Inch is the most southerly? Which provinces adjoin the United States l 


along the Lakes and River St Lawrence in Ontario and 
Quebec; the maritime provinces of Nova Scotia, New Bruns¬ 
wick, and Prince Edward Island; a small settlement in Mani¬ 
toba, which was only admitted as a province in 1870; Van¬ 
couver Island in the west, and a few settlements along the 
course of the Fraser River in British Columbia. 

The principal mountain ranges of Canada are the Rocky 
Mountains and the Cascade Range in British Columbia; tbe 
Wotchish Mountains , between Quebec and the North-West 
Territory; the Notre Dame Mountains , a continuation of the 
Appalachian chain in Quebec ; the Laurentide Hills on the 
north shore of the St Lawrence; and in Nova Scotia, the North 
and South Mountains in the west, and the Cobequid Moun¬ 
tains in the north. 

Canada is well watered, and i 3 remarkable for the number 
and extent of its inland lakes. The rivers are numerous 
and important. The principal aro:— 

. J? .? riti n h 1 9 0l ? I ^ bia: ■ the Fraser Kiver > with its tributaries, flowing 
ih t0 J £ C 7 Gul ^. of Georgia; the. Peace River, with its northern branch 
the Finlay River, flowing into the Mackenzie River; the Skeen a or 
Simpson River, and the Columbia River , passing iuto the United States 
where it flows into the Pacific Ocean. * 

In the North-West Territory.- the Mackenzie River, formed by 
the junction of the Athabasca and Peace Ri.ers , flowing into the 
Arctic Ocean, after a course of 2160 miles; the Coppermine and 
or Great hsh Rivers, also flowing into the Arctic Ocean; 
the Saskatchewan . Assmibome aud Red Rivers . flowing into Lake 
Winnipeg and thence by the Nelson into Hudson Bay : the Churchill 
Severn, and Albany Rivers flow into Hudson Bay. wurc/nu, 

o„ I i n i? nt * ri0 ^ ebc A c ; the & Lawrence, draining the great Lakes 

OffnuT^ S v m0 the A , tl ? uUc 0ceau > witb its chief tributaries, the 
Ottawai, St Maurice, and Saguenay. • , 

In New Brunswick: the St John, rising in the United States and 
flowing into the Bay of Funny ; and the Restigouche, and Miramtchi 
flowing into the Gulf of St Lawrence. ^ • 

The principal Lakes of Canada are :— 

IFo//^n N t?w eSt T ®T itor y ; <*r*£ B ar ' Slave, Athabasca , 
in thMWBi T ^ ™} nn 'P?OOSis, Manitoba, and Lake of the Woods 
in the west, and Abbitibbe nnd Mistassini n the east. 

Ti7ip^. erior ’ MuroH ’ st Clair ' SrU > 0,Uar ‘°’ Simcoe - *>■*• 

In Quebec : Temiscaming, Grand Lake, and Lake St John. 

The coast-line of Canada is much broken, differing in this 
respect from the remainder of the continent. The north shore, 
owing to the enormous masses of ice in the Arctic Ocean, is 
almost inaccessible. * 

On the east are Nc^Midland, Prince Edward, Anticosti, 
Cape Breton, W* Islands; the Gulf of St Lawrence, 

Strait of Belittle, Northumberland Strait, Gut ofCanso, and 
Bay of Fundy. % 

On the north ar clumber-land, Southampton , Cockbum ,, 
Melville, and numerous other islands; Baffin Bay and Davis 
Strait; Barrow and' Banks Straits; Melville arid Lancaster 
Sounds; the Gulf of Boothia ; Hudson Strait and Hudson Bay , 
with its southern xtremity, James Bay. 

On the west coast are Vancouver, Queen Charlotte, and 
numerous other islands; Juan de Fuca Strait, the Gulf of 
Georgia, and Queen Charlotte Sound. 

The climate of Canada is temperate, dry, and healthy, but 
more inclined to extremes than in the same latitude in Europe. 

In tbe east it is colder than in tfc' west, the temperature of On. 
tario being continued from Mauitoba w estward, although nearly 

How is Ontario separated from the United States ? How is Newfoundland 
separated from Labrador ? What large bay is nearly enclosed iu ipc Do¬ 
minion ? What islauds are in the Gulf of St Lawrence ? What large 
islands are off the west coast ? What island is north-east of Nova Scotia? 
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700 miles farther north. The soil is Very fruitful in every 
section. In the older provinces all kinds of grain are grown in 
abundance, and largely exported, while grapes, melons, peaches, 
in the more southern parts, besides more hardy fruits, are 
extensively cultivated. Ontario is essentially an agricultural 
country. In the other provinces it is colder, but vegetation is 
very rapid. The thermometer sometimes ranges in winter from 
30° to 40° below zero in Quebec, and the St Lawrence is closed 
*bj ice during five months of the year. Although the snows 
of winter form the great highways for traffic, especially in the 
interior of the country, still the opening of navigation is always 
anxiously looked forward to. 

Canada is rich in minerals. Gold is extensively found in 
British Columbia, and to a smaller extent in Nova Scotia. 
Copper, lead, and iron ore are found in Ontario, Quebec, and 
Nova Scotia ; silver on the north shore of Lake Superior; and 
coal in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Vancouver Island, and 
the North-West Territory. The petroleum and salt wells of 
Ontario are also valuable and productive. 

The principal industries are the fisheries, shipbuilding, and 
lumbering in the maritime provinces and Quebec; agriculture 
and lumbering in Ontario ; and gold-mining in British Col¬ 
umbia. Manufactures of woollens, iron, leather, cotton, to¬ 
bacco, &c., are steadily increasing as the country progresses. 

Railways, which in a new country are the pioneers of civiliza¬ 
tion, have received a great impetus of late years, and there are 
now in exis'ence upwards of 5000 miles of railway in the Do¬ 
minion. In addition to this, the Great Pacific Railway, extending 
from Montreal to British Columbia, a distance of 2800 miles, has 
been surveyed, and is to be completed by the year 1890, when 
an unbroken line of railway will extend from Halifax, in Nova 
Scotia, to Victoria in Vancouver Island. In order to assist 
navigation, a large amount has been expended on canals; on 
the St Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers to overcome the rapids; 
the Rideau Canal to connect Lake Ontario with the Ottawa; 
and the Welland Canal, to pass the Falls of Niagara, and to 
connect Lakes Erie and Ontario. A new canal is also being 
built between Lakes Erie and Ontario, which will admit vessels 
of 1500 tons, and which is expected to attract the greater part of 
the enormous Western grain traffic through Canadian territory. 

Quebec, which is the oldest settled part of the Domi¬ 
nion, is peopled principally by the descendants of the original 
French settlers, some of whom are also'to be found in the other 
provinces; Ontario, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince 
Edward Island, by the descendants of the United Empire 
Loyalists (who left the United States when those States be¬ 
came independent), and by settlers chiefly from the British 
Islands; Manitoba and British Columbia have been peopled 
but recently by settlers from the other provinces and elsewhere. 

The original inhabitants, the Indians, now remaining, be¬ 
long principally to the Huron, Cbippawa, Mohawk, and Mic- 
mac tribes in the east, and to the Cree, Saulteaux, and Black- 
feet tribes in the west. Lands have been reserved for them in 
the various provinces, and in the more settled parts they have 
their own villages and houses, and cultivate their own farms. 

The Dominion of Canada is a Confederation, each of the 
provinces of which it is composed having its own separate 

Exercises on the Map — Dominion of Canada. —What large river 
dows into the Gulf of Georgia? What rivers flow into Lake Winnipeg ? 
What river divides Ontario from Quebec ? What large river is in New 
Brunswick? Name the lakes from west to east emptied by St Lawrence 


Legislature and Executive Council, presided over by a Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor appointed by the Dominion Goveriunent. 

The Dominion form of government is the same as that of 
Great Britain, on which it is modelled, and consists of Her 
Majesty the QueeD, represented by the Governor-General, and a 
Parliament, consisting of the House of Commons and the Senate. 

The Governor-General is assisted by an Executive Council of 
13 members, who must each have a seat in Parliament, and 
who are responsible for the good government of the country. 

The House of Commons, at present, consists of members 
who are elected by the people for one Parliament only, which 
cannot exceed five years. The number of members to each 
province is proportioned to the population, and provision is 
made for increase, the number apportioned to Quebec (65) 
being made the basis of calculation. 

The Senate consists of 81 members, appointed for life by the 


Crown. 

The number of Members to each Province is 


Ontario, 

Quebec, .... 

Commons. 

. 88 

Senate. 

24 

. 65 

24 

New Brunswick, . 

. 16 

12 

Nova Scotia, 

. 21 

12 

Manitoba, 

. 4 

2 

British Columbia, 

Prince Edward Island, 

. 6 

8 

. 6 

4 

The Dominion, 

. 206 

81 


It requires the assent of all three branches of the Govern¬ 
ment (the Governor-General, the Senate, and the House of 
Commons) for any bill to become law; but the House of 
Gammons alone has the privilege of introducing money bills. 

The Dominion Government regulates all matters connected 
with trade and navigation, the customs and excise, the adminis¬ 
tration of justice, militia and defence, and the postal service, 
but the Provincial Governments have control of all local matters. 


The commerce of Canada has largely increased, chiefly with¬ 
in the last ten years; the imports now amounting to about 
130,000,000 dollars yearly; and the exports, consisting prin¬ 
cipally of grain and lumber, to about 90,000,000 dollars. 

The annual revenue of the Domiuion amounts to upwards of 
20,000,0C0 dollars, and the expenditure to about the same. The 
debt is about 105,000,000 dollars, principally incurred by the 
construction of public works, and will be increased considerably 
by the expenditure necessary for the construction of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway. 

From the revenue of the Dominion, subsidies are paid to the 
local Governments, which are as follows, after deducting the 
proportion of interest on the public debt due by them 


Ontario, 

Quebec, . • 

New Brunswick, . 

Nova Scotia, 

British Columbia. 
Prince Edward Island, 
Manitoba, 


1,242,302 

913,824 

465,287 

549.841 
230,291 

280.841 
70,363 


3,752,757 

The system of education in Canada is very complete, and is 
liberally supported by the Provincial Governments. There is a 
great number of colleges in the country, many of which possess 
University powers. 


River v What rivers flew into the St Lawrence on the north bank ? What 
lakes are partly in Manitoba? What bay is between Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick? What strait is between Vancouver Island and the 

U S ? What sound separates Queen Charlotte Is. from British Columbia? 






























•Inlet 


0 *Duek 


Fit* william It 


C.Jfurd 


•37# fleet above the Sea 


JVottaw&tuiga, 

•?*"* %&y 

\bJ7torriburv 


te worth 


>vWA 


. a ort ALberA 


>rt Credit 


vtatIer] 


$65 that. (/Nn'tj the Sea 


Longitude If eat 


[Pele* I. 


uC\ 

rMase/^ 

jr£?pL%Tf{ 


^®XEL\?L\ ^*T 




9/ 

. \ ] 





























































































.f.B axjholomew ,' 
























































































) 
























NORTH AMERICA, 

There is no established religion in Canada, all denominations 
enjoying equal privileges. 

Canada was first discovered by Jacques Cartier in 1535, and 
* .'as taken possession of by him in the name of the King of 
France. Quebec and Montreal were the first towns founded 
by the French, and settlements were gradually extended into 
the country, with outposts at Niagara, Detroit, &c. After 
various vicissitudes, Quebec was taken by the British, under 
Wolfe, in 1759, and in 1763 Canada was ceded to Britain; the 
population then amounting to 69,000. Under the treaty, the 
Fi.nch Canadians retain their own laws, except the criminal 
law, which is that of England, and are guaranteed equal rights 
with other British subjects. The French language, as well as 
the English, is still used in Parliament, in the law courts of 
Quebec, and in all public doctiments. The provinces were 
united under the name of the Dominion of Canada on the 1st 
of July 1867. .^jfofig^lajesty’s decision, Ottawa was selected 
“ Parliament buildings have been 
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Central Counties on Lake Ontario. 

Counties. Chief Towns. 

Ontario, - - Whitby,Oshawa,UxDrldge.Beaverton,dannington. 

Durham, - - Port Hope, Newcastle, Bowmanville, Millbrook. 

Victoria, - - Lindsay, Omemee, Bobcavgeon. 

Northumberland, Cobourg, Brighton Colbome. 

Haliburton, - Minden. 

Peterborough, V .Peterborough, Ashburnham, Hastings. 

Prince Edward, T Picton, / \ 

Hastings, • - Belleville^ Trenton, Madoc, Stirling. 

Lennox, - . - Napanee. 

Addington, - f - Bath, Newburgh. 

Frontbnac, - - Kingston, Portsmouth. 

PidinJ UbUrt0n 18 * conttt y f0T municipal purposes only, and Is not a Parliamentary 

Eastern Counties between the Ottawa and St Lawrence Rivers* 


les ; population 1,621,000; 
lire mile, 9. 

WORONTO. 


^bout 180,000 squar^ 
persons to 
Capital 

J formerly called tipper or Western Canada, com- 
portion of the Dominion of Canada west and south 
of the Ottawa River cxtendiattM|2he Great Lakes, which 
separate it from the United States, fit is divided into forty- 
six counties and four distrliPPL may HHP in three 
sections: those in the Western g*i%ula, those on lake On- 
tario, and those on the St Lawrence River. 

The Western counties, or those fccupying the penin*la nearly 
surrounded by Lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron, and Simcoe, are- 


Counties 

Essex, . 

Kent, . 

*Bothwell, 

Elgin, . 

Norfolk, 

IIaldimand, 

*Monck t 

Welland, 
Lincoln, 
Wentworth 
II ALTON, 
Teel, . 

* Cardwell, 
York, . 

MIDDLESEX, 

Oxford. 
Brant, . 
Perth, . 
Waterloo, 
Wellington, 
Lambton, 
Huron, . 
Eruce, . 
Grey, 


Simcoe. ... 

„ Algoua District, 

' Mi skora District, oraceoriage, 
Parry Sound Dist’t, Parrv Sound. 
hiPissiNa District, Mattawa. 


Chief Towni. 

, Sandwich, Windsor, Amherstburg. 

Chatham, Bothwell. 

Both well. 

St Thomas, Port Stanley, Port Burwell, Aylmer 
Simcoe, Port Dover, Port Rowan. ^ 

Cayuga, Caledonia, Dunnville 
Dunnville. 

(Welland, Thorold, Port Colbome, Clifton, Drum 
( mondville. * 

St Catharines, Niagara, Port Dalhousie 
Hamilton, Dundas. 

Milton, Georgetown, Oakville. 

Brampton, Streetsville, Port Credit. 

Bolton. 

Toronto, Newmarket, Aurora. 

London, Strathroy, Lucan. Parkhill 

Ilram^V^fr 50 "' Tilsonbur S- 

-4Sin 0r n n ‘U ary ’ s ’ Mitchell > Listowel. 
rS ^ Preston > Waterloo, Ayr. 

j°Forest L1 ° ra ’ Fergus » 0ran geville, Mount 
Sarnia, Petrolia, Point Edward. 

Goderich, Clinton, Seaforth. 

alkerton Southampton, Kincardine, Paisley 
Owen Sound, Durham, Meaford y 

Barrie. Bradford. Collin^wood Orillia 
Sault Ste. Marie, Wellington Hines. 

Bracebridge, Gravenhurst. 


i of Bothwell, Monck, and Cardwell are, properly <meak- 

Miur“,nS Ki l di y g * Vi" 6 t0Wnsb 'P» whiefth'ey ar^om. 
purpose*. attacbeti to other counties for municipal and other 


is Winnipeg from Toron£ ^Newfoundland 1 In wi.at direction 
V 6 in i oronts. ? Montreal from Toronto ? St John from Moat- 


Leeds, 
Lanark, 
Renfrew, 
Grenville, 
Dundas, 
Carleton, 
Stormont, 
Russell, 
Glengarry, 
Prescott, 


Brockville, Gananoque. 

Perth, Smith’s Falls, Carleton Place. 
Pembroke, Renfrew, Arnprior. 
Prescott, Merrickville. 

Morrisburg, Iroquois. 

Ottawa, New Edinburgh. 

Cornwall. 

Russell. 

Alexandria, Lancaster. 

L’Orignal, Hawkesbury. 


In the north and north-western parts of the province are still 
vast tracts of unsurveyed lands,.covered with ^primeval forests, 
and where even the lumberman does not penetrate. Railways 
are being extended, new roads are being opened up every year, 
and settiements made, so that before long these districts will 
probably be as thickly peopled as the already-named counties. 

The surface of Ontario is in general level, or gently undulat¬ 
ing, with only sufficient rise to form a watershed for the rivers 
flowing north or south. From the Niagara River a rid-e 
extends westward, at a short distance from Lake Ontario, as 
far as Hamilton, then turns northwards, terminating in the 
Blue Mountains , near Collingwood on Georgian Bay, where 
^it attains the highest elevation in Ontario. A similar ridge 
separates the streams flowing into Lake Ontario from those 
yolnng into Lakes fmcoe and Huron. The north shores of 
Lakes Huron and Sefperior are rugged amd precipitous. The 
La Cloche Mountains are on the northern shore of Lake Huron. 

The principal feature of Ontario is its great chain of inland 
lakes, forming, with the River St Lawrence, a continuous chain 
of water communication for 2000 miles. 

Length. 

Superior, . . . 355 miles. 

Huron, with ) 

Georgian Bay, j ” 

St Clair, ... 26 „ 

Erie, .... 240 
Ontario, . . . 180 ” 

Michigan,... 820 *, 

These lakes now form the great highway ofTom&erce foi 
Canada and the Western States of America, and the St Law¬ 
rence is the natural outlet for their productions. 

The extent of country drained by the Lakes, although great, 
is small compared with their area, as no rivers of importance 
flow into them. They occupy the hollow between the water¬ 
sheds from which the rivers of the North-West Territory to 
the north, and those of the United States to the south, flow; 
in many cases these rise within a few miles of the lake% as in 
the case of the Illinois River near Lake Michigan. 

real ? Halifax from St John ? What is the south-eastern point of N^Va 
Scotia called ? How is Prince Edward Island separated from New Bruns- 
vick and Nova Scotia? How is Vancouver Island separated from tL~ 
mainland ? VV hat is the northern point of Vancouver Island called ? 


Breadth. 

Area. 

Height abort 
tue »ea. 

160 miles. 

31,400 sq. miles. 600 feet. 

190 „ 

24,000 

„ 578 „ 

25 „ 

320 

M 570 „ 

80 „ 

« .. 


:: 

80 „ 

25,600 
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Lake Superior is the largest body of fresh water on the globe, 
and is remarkable for the extensive copper and silver mines on 
its shores; and for the Pictured Rucks, a high range of cliffs 
of various colors along its southern shere. The River St Louis 
flows into it at the extreme west end, and the Nepigon Riverf 
the outlet of Lake NcpigontfLovs into it from the north. From 
Fort William a road has been constructed, which, with some 
stretches of lake navigatiou, extends to Manitoba. The St 
^Mary River connects Lake Superior with Lake Huron, and near 
its outlet are the rapids ©f the Sault Ste Marie, to avoid which 
a canal has been made by the United States. 

Lake Huron is noted for its extensive fisheries, white fish 
and salmon trout being chiefly taken; for its valuable copper : 
mines, the most important of which are the Wellington mines; 
and for its numerous island^ Otf which the Manitoulin Islands , 
belonging to the Indians, arc the principal. On the east is 
Georgian Bay, separated from Lake Huron by a peninsula, 
and terminating in Matchedash Bay, Nottawasaga Bay , and 
Owen Sound. The Nottawaecga River flows into the bay of 
the same name. Lake Simcoe 16 drained into Georgian Bay by 
the River Severn, and Lake Nipissing by French River . The 
Rivers Saugeen and Maitland flow into Lake Huron from the 
western peninsula. On the west coast of the lake is a deep inlet 
called Saginaw Bay. The principal towns on Lake Huron are 
Goderich , Kincardine, and Southampton , on the shore of the 
western peninsula ; Owen Sound, Meaford, Collingwood, and 
Parry Sound on Georgian Bay; and Saginaw in Michigan. 
L&ke Huron flows into Lake St Clair by the St Clair River, at 
the head of which is Sarnia. 

Lake Si Clair is a small shallow lake with a rapid current, and 
is dangerous for navigation. The River Thames, rising in Perth 
county, flows past St Mary s, London , and Chatham into it on 
the south-east. The Detroit River connects Lake St Clair with 
Lake Erie. It is about SO miles long, and from one to two 
broad. Windsor, Sandwich , and Amherstburg are situated on 
it, and opposite Windsor is Detroit, on the United States side. 

Lake Erie is remarkable for its sudden storms. It is the 
most shallow of the great lakes, its mean depth being less than 
100 feet. It contains the Islands Long Point and Pelee. The 
Grand River rises in the county of Wellington, and flows past 
Flora, Galt , Paris, Brantford, Caledonia, and Dunnville, into 
Lake Erie towards its north-eastern extremity, after a course of 
upwards of 100 miles. The principal towns on Lake Erie are 
Port Stanley, Port Burwell, Port Dover, and Port Colbome, on 
the Canadian side; and Buffalo, Dunkirk, Erie, Cleveland , 
Sandusky, and Toledo, on the United States side. Lake Erie 
is connected with Lake Ontario by the Niagara River, on which 
are the celebrated Falls of Niagara, distant from Lake Ontario 
about 14 miles. The river, at the outlet of Lake Erie, is about 
three-quarters of a mile wide, and flows with a rapid current. 
About a mile and a half above the Falls are Grand and Navy 
Islands. .Below these islands a series of fierce rapids begin, 
until the whole volume of the river is precipitated over the 
Falls, a height of about 160 feet. The Falls are divided by a 
little island called Goat Island, the largest volume of water 
being on the Canadian side, and forming the “ Horse-shoe 
Fall,” so called fioin its semicircular form. The mass of water 


Exercises os the Map — Ontario.— What counties touch on Lake 
Outario? On Lake Erie? On Lake Huron? On Georgian Bay? On 
St Lawrence River? On the Ottawa River? In what county is King¬ 
ston? Toronto? Loudon? Ottawa 3 St Catharines ? Guelph? Windsor? 


which falls is enormous, and produces a deafening roar. The 
force of the current below the Falls is so great that its depth 
can never be sounded. After flowing in a rapid and turbulent 
stream, between lofty precipices, it forms the Whirlpool^ 
and then flows with a smooth but rapid course towards Lake 
Ontario. 

Lake Ontario is the smallest of the five great lakes, but is the 
most important for Canadian trade. Burlington Bay, on which 
Hamilton is built, is at the western extremity. On the north 
shore is the remarkable Peninsula of Prince Edward, nearly 
separated from the mainland by the Bay of QuinU , which is 
noted for its beautiful scenery. The Trent , Moira, and Na - 
panee Rivers flow into the Bay of QuintA The other rivers 
are numerous but small. The principal Canadian towns on 
Lake Ontario are Hamilton, Toronto, Port Hope, Cobourg, and 
Kingston; Belleville on the Bay of Quints; and Rochester, 
Oswego, and Sackett's Harbor on the United States side. 

Lake Michigan is entirely within the United States, but is 
comiected with Lake Huron by the Strait of Mackinaw. 

Besides these, there are : Lake Simcoe, connected with Lake 
Huron; and a chain of smaller lakes extending through Vic¬ 
toria, Peterborough, and other adjoining counties, and conner^d 
with the Bay of Quinte by the River Trent: Lakes Nipissi 
Temiscaming, and others, are farther north. 

The St Lawrence forms the outlet of the great chain of inn 
lakes, and flows from Lake Ontario into the Gulf of St La 
a distance of about 750 miles. At the point where r , 

from Lake Ontario it forms the Lake of the “ TL 
Islands,” celebrated for variety, beauty, and picturesque sc 
Below this, and extending as far as Montreal, are severa 
and dangerous rapids, called the Galops, Long Sault, Ci 
Cedars, Cascades, and Lachine. 

Steamers and rafts pass down these in safety, and vea 
return by means of canals on the banks of the river. Th 
Lawrence is navigable for large sea-going ships up to Montr 
At Quebec it is two miles wide, and below that it graduali 
widens till it enters the Gulf. The St Lawrence has three 
large lake expansions on its course,— Lakes St Francis, St Louis, 
and St Peter, —and receives, besides the Ottawa, all the rivers 
in Quebec, as mentioned on page 18. 

The Ottawa takes its rise under that name in Lake Temis¬ 
caming, and joins the St Lawrence at the Island of Montreal * 
fcfter a course of 350 miles, or including the chief feeder of Lake 
Temiscaming, of over 500 miles. It has numerous lake ex¬ 
pansions, the principal being the Allumtttes, Chats, Chaudiln 
and Two Mountains. The Chaudiere Falls at Ottawa are ver 
grand. Its principal tributaries are # the Petewahweh, Bonnecher< 
Madawaska, and Rideau on the south, and the Du Moine : 
Gatineau, Du Lilwe, Du Nord, and VAssomption on the nor'h 
bank. It forms the boundary between Ontario and Quebec unt ,M 
near its mouth, and enters the St Lawrence by three branch 
enclosing the Islands of Montreal, Bizarre, and Jems. 

Ontario was but thinly sttthd up to 1794, when York, xa' 
called Toronto, was founded. Its whole population t 1 
amounted only to about 65,000. Since then, and especi 
within the last ten years, it baa increased very rapidly, anc \ 
now the most important province of the Dominion. L 


Sarnia? Niagara? Brookville? Belleville? Cobourg? Peter* 
Port Hope? Name the principal towns on Georgian Bay. O 
Huron. On the rivers St Clair and Detroit. On Lake Erie. (. 
Ontario. On the St Lawrence. 
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Agriculture and lumbering form the chief employments of the 
^habitants. Large quantities of grain, principally wheat and 
r 1 ’ rley, also of lumber, square timber, and ashes, are annually 

} .ported. Upper Canadian wheat, flour, and barley are con- 
' d red among the best on the continent. 

The mines of Ontario are very valuable, especially the copper 
• nd silver mines of Lakes Huron and Superior, although they 
ive not hitherto been worked to the extent they might be. 
Jold is also found, but not in great quantity, in the vicinity of 
fadoc, in the county of Hastings. Yaluable petroleum springs 
we been found in the western peninsula, at Oil-springs, 

< tr >lia, Enniskillen, Bothwell, and other places, and are giving 
mpfojment to a large number of men. The fisheries on Lake 
Huron are also extensive and valuable. 

Salt-wells have been discovered at Goderich, Seaforth, and 
other places in the counties of Huron and Bruce, and yield 
large quantities of the purest salt. 

The Legislature of Ontario consists of a Lieutenant-Governor 
with an Executive Council of 5 members, and a Legislative 
Assembly of 88 members. The Lieutenant - Governor is 
panted by, and holds office during the pleasure of, the 
raor-General of Canada; but cannot be removed within 
8rs of his appointment without cause shown. 

*6 Legislative Assembly is elected by the people, and con- 
T^nless dissolved by the Lieutenant-Governor, for four 
mere must be at least one session of the Assembly every 

^ fOI* 

annual revenue is about 3,000,000 dollars. 

1 into (65,000), situated on Lake Ontario, was founded in 
■f General Simcoe, and then called York. It is the largest 
nd the capital, of Ontario, and was one of the capitals 
ted Canada before Ottawa was chosen. It is distinguished 
(*e number and elegance of its public buildings, amongst 
M are the University of Toronto, Trinity College, Knox 
liege, Osgoode Hall, the Provincial Lunatic Asylum, and the 
normal School. It is the seat of the law courts, and the centre 
of education for Ontario. It is entered by five railways, pos¬ 
sesses a fine harbor, and carries on a large trade. 

Ottawa (25,000), the present capital of the Dominion of 
Canada, is situated^ on the Ottawa River, just below the 
Chaudifere Falls. It contains the new Parliament Buildings, 
erected at a cost of upwards of 3, COO,000 dollars, and is 
'elebrated for its beautiful situation. It is distant from 
Montreal 100 miles. The Rideau Canal connects it with 
tingston, and just below the city are the Rideau Falls. It is 
e principal centre of the lumber trade, vast quantities of 
;mber being floated down the Ottawa and its affluents. 

> Kingston (13,000), situated at the eastern extremity of Lake 
hitario, just above the Lake of the “ Thousand Isles,” is one of 
• oldest cities in Ontario. It possesses several forts, being 
• only fortified town in the upper province. Its buildings are 
; ' 'stly of stone, which is found in the neighborhood in great 
ndance. It has two colleges, Queen’s and Regiopolis, and 
■ 4«s on a large shipping trade. 

| i( t>milton (30,000), situated at the head of Burlington. Bay, is 
second city in Ontario in population and commercial import- 
It is well built, the principal buildings being of stone, and 

\ 

MSES ON THE Map— Ontario.— What large river and lake nearly 
Georgian Bay with the Ottawa River ? What large islands are in 
” hat iplands *re in Lake Erie? What peninsula in Lake 
i? What lakes and rivers nearly surround the western peninsula ? 


has extensive waterworks. Being at the head of navigation on 
Lake Ontario, it has a large trade with the western peninsula. 

London (20,000), on the Thames, is the principal city in the 
peninsula. It is situated in the midst of a populous and rich 
agricultural country. It has numerous fine buildings, and is 
the seat of Huron College. 

St Catharine's (10,000) is beautifully situated on the Welland 
Canal, possesses mineral springs, and is a favorite resort for 
invalids and for summer residence. 

Dundas (3130) near Hamilton, and Galt (3800) on the 
Grand River, are important manufacturing towns. 

Chatham (5800) on the Thames, Peterborough (4600) and 
Lindsay (4000) in the interior, and Belleville (7300) on,the Bay 
of Quinte, at the mouth of the Moira, carry on a large lumber 
trade. 


Cobourg (4400) and Pori Hope (5100) are important towns 
,on Lake Ontario, and export lumber and produce. Victoria 
College is situated in Cobourg. 

Guelph (6800) is the centre of a rich agricultural country, 
and carries on important manufactures. 

Brantford (8100) on the Grand River, Woodstock (3980), 
Ingersoll (4000), and Stratford (4300) in the western peninsula, 
Perth (2400) on a branch of the Rideau, and Brockville (5100) 
on the St Lawrence, carry on a large local trade in grain and 
lumber. 


Niagara (1600), the first capital of the old province of Upper 
Canada, is at the mouth of the Niagara River, in an extremely 
rich and fertile country, but is now of little importance. 

Collingwood (2800) on Georgian Bay; Goderich (3900) on 
Lake Huron ; Port Stanley, Port Dover , and Port Colbome, 
on Lake Erie, derive their importance from shipping. Sarnia 
(2900), on the St Clair River, is the western terminus of the 
Grand Trunk Radway; and Windsor, on the Detroit River, of 
the Great Western Railway. All the towns on Lake Ontario 
export grain and lumber. 


What is the area of Ontario ? 
Population? How many persons 
are there to a square mile ? What 
does Ontario comprise? How is 
it bounded ? How is it divided? 
Name the cotnties and their 
chief towns. State how each 
county is bounded. Where are the 
chief towns situated ? What is said 
of the unsurveyed lands ? Describe 
the surface of Ontario. Point out 
the hills and ridges on the map. 
What form the principal features 
of Ontario ? Name the great lakes. 
Which is the largest, &c ? De¬ 
scribe Lake Superior. Describe 
Lake Huron. Point out on the map 
the principal bays in it. The rivers 
flowing into it. What towns do they 
flow past, and what lakes do they 
drain ? Point out the towns on its 
shores. How does Lake Huron 
empty? Describe Lake St Clair. 
What river flows into it? What 
towns does it flow past? Point them 
out on the map. How does Lake 
St Clair empty? Describe Lake 
Erie. Point out on the map the 
principal river flowing into it. What 
towns does it flow past? Point out 
the principal towns on Lake Erie. | 


now is it emptied ? Describe the 
Falls of Niagara. Describe Lake 
Ontario, and point out its principal 
features. What rivers flow into it? 
What towns are on its shores? 
Point them out on the map. IIow 
is Lake Ontario drained? What 
other lakes are there ? Point them 
out on the map. What is the out¬ 
let of Lake Ontario ? Describe the 
St Lawrence. What lakes are in 
its course? What rivers flow into 
it? Describe the Ottawa. What 
lakes are in its course? Name its 
tributaries. What islands are at 
its mouth? When did Ontario be¬ 
gin to be settled ? What is said of 
it? What are the chief employments 
of the inhabitants? What "are the 
chief products ? What is said of the 
minerals of Ontario? Of the petro¬ 
leum springs ? Of the fisheries? 
Of the salt-wells? How is Onta¬ 
rio governed? Who appoints the 
Lieutenant-Governor ? For what 
term is the Legislative Assembly 
elected ? What is the revenue ? De¬ 
scribe the chief towns of Ontario? 
Point them out on the map. State 
where they are situated and for 
what noted. 


What river forms the north-eastern boundary? What rivers separate 
Ontario from the United States ? Which is the most souther'/ county 
of Ontario ? In what direction does the Niagara River flow ? The St 
Clair River? The Detroit River? 


B 
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QUEBEC. 

Area, 210,000 square miles ; population, 1,192,000 ; 
persons to square mile, 0. 

Capital, Qubbec. 

The Province of Quebec, formerly Lower or Eastern Canada, 
comprises that portion of the Dominion of Canada which extends 
along the River St Lawrence from the Ottawa River to the Gulf 
of St Lawrence, and is bounded on the East and South by New 
Brunswick and the United States. 

It is divided into 20 judicial districts, and these are again 
subdivided into 60 counties. To assist the memory, these may 
be classed thus Counties on the Ottawa ; those on the North 
Bank of the St Lawrence ; those on the South Bank ; and those 
lying inland between the latter and the United States, usually 
called the Eastern Townships. 

Counties on the Ottawa, 

Chief Places. 

( Bryson, 
t Portage du Fort. 

Aylmer, Hull. 

( Lachute, 


Counties. 

Pontiac, 

Ottawa, 

Argenteuil, 


} St Andrews. 

Vaudreuil, Vaudreuil. 

8oulanges, CoteauLanding. 


Counties: Chief Places! 

JA <&( ■ 
Hochb- ^o D trea^“ al 

Ste Rose, 
St Vin- 
cent-de- 
Paul. 


Laval, 



Counties on the North Bank of the St Lawrence. 


Terrebonne, 

L’Assomption, 

Montcalm, 

Joliette, 

Berthier, 

Maskinonoe, 
8t Maurice, 


(St Jerome, 

J Terrebonne, 

( Ste Therese. 
L’Assomption. 

{ Ste Julienne, 
Rawdon. 
Industry. 
Berthier. 
(Riviere du 
} Loup. 

< Yamachiche, 
(Three Rivers. 


Champlain, 

Portneuf, 

Quebec, 

Montmorency, 

Charlevoix, 

Chicoutimi, 

Saguenay, 


(Batiscan, 

(Ste Anne. 

(Cap Sant4, 
(Portneuf. 
Quebec. 

ChateauRicher. 
(St Paul's Bay, 
(Ste Irenee. 
Chicoutimi. 
(Murray Bay, 
(Tadoussac. 


Huntingdon, 

Chateauguat, 

Napierville, 

St.John’s, 

Beauharnois, 

Laprairie, 

Chamblv, 

Vercheres, 

Richelieu, 

St Hyacinthe, 
Rouville, 
Iberville, 
Bagot, 

Yamaska, 


Missioqcoi, 

Brome, 

8h ErFORD, 

Drummond, 

Arthabaska, 

M boantic, 


Counties on the South Bank of the St Lawrence . 


Huntingdon. 

( Ste Martine, 

(Chateauguay. 
j Napierville, 

( St Remi. 

St John’s. 
Beauharnois. 
(Laprairie, 
(Caughnawaga. 
(Longueuil, 
(Chambly. 
Vercheres. 
Sorel, St Ours. 
St Hyacinthe. 
Ste Marie. 

St Athanase. 
St Hugues. 

(St Francois, 

< Yamaska, 

(La Baie. 


Nicolet, 

Lotbiniere, 

Levis, 

Dorchester, 

Bellechasss, 

Montmaony, 

L’Islet, 

Kamouraska, 

Temiscouata, 

Rimouski, 

Gaspe, 

Bona venture, 


Eastern Townships, 

Beauce, 


(Frelighsburg, 
(Bedford, 
Knowlton. 
Waterloo. 
Drummondville. 
St Christophe. 
(Leeds Village, 
(Inverness. 


Wolfe, 

Richmond, 

Compton, 

Stanstead, 


( Becancoutf, 

( Nicolet. 

( Lotbiniere, 

X St Croix. 

Point Levi, 
f Ste Hengdine, 

\ St Anselme. 

St Michel. 

St Thomas. 

(St Jean Port 
4 Joli, 

( L’Islet. 

Kamouraska. 
(Isle Verte, 

< RivifereduLoup 
( Cacouna. 

Rimouski. 

( Perce, 

( Gaspg. 

New Carlisle. 


( St Fran^oi*, 
X La Beauce. 

Dudswell. 

( Sherbrooke, 
( Richmond, 
f Cook-hire, 

X Compton. 

J Stanstead, 

( Coaticook. 


The Island of Bonaventure , to the east of Gasp6, is an 


important fishing station. The Magdalen Islands , situated ip. 
the Gulf of St Lawrence, 50 miles north of Prince Edward 
Island, are high and rugged, but important for the fisheries 
which are carried on by the inhabitants, who are of French 
descent, and number about 3200. Anticosti is a barren and 
almost uninhabited island. The principal islands, besides 
these, are in the St Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers ; the Island of 
Montreal, on which the city is built, and the islands Bizarre 
and Jesus, adjoining it, the Island of Orleans , just below 
Quebec, and Isle aux Coudres , Hare and Bic Islands , and a 
few others lower down, are in the St Lawrence; and the islands 
Calumet and Allumette in the Ottawa. 

The surface of Quebec is much more mountainous than that of 
Ontario ; the rivers also are larger, and lakes numerous but small. 

The Notre Dame Mountains , a continuation of the White 
Mountains of New Hampshire, extend (under various names, 
as the Shickshock and Ste Anne Mountains) to the extremity of 
Gaspe, where they form an elevated tableland 1500 feet high. 
Their principal summits are Mount Logan and Mount Murray, 
nearly 4000 feet high. In the more southern part of the range, 
in the eastern townships, they are capable of cultivation to their 
summits, and are generally low and rolling, rather than rugged. 
The Laurentide Hills are a rugged range of hills, skirting the 
north bank of the St Lawrence in the lower part of its course, and 
extending from Labrador to near Quebec, where they leave the 
river, but still keep nearly parallel with it, until about*30 miles 
west of Montreal, when, skirting the Ottawa for about 100 miles,, 
they cross it and curve round to near Kingston. From there, the 
range again extends north-westward to the shores of Lakes Huron 
and Superior. Their average height is about 1300 feet, but some 
of their summits below the city of Quebec rise to nearly 3000 feet. 
They are remarkable for the numerous small lakes which they 
enclose, many of which are yet unexplored, although upw ards of 
1000 are already laid down on the maps. The hills are generally 
covered to their summits with dense forests of pine. 

The principal rivers are on the north side of the St Lawrence. 

The St Maurice rises in a number of small lakes near the boun¬ 
dary of the Hudson Bay Territory, and falls into the St Lawrence 
at Three Rivers. It is over 400 miles in length. Twent y-four miles 
above Three Rivers is the Fall of ShawenegaD, 150 feet high. 

The Saguenay rises in Lake St John, issuing in two streams, 
which unite after a few miles. It flows into the St Lawrence 
at Tadoussac, after a course of 100 miles, or, including, under 
the same name, the chief feeder of Lake St John, of over 300 
miles. It is celebrated for its beautiful scenery, stupendous 
cliffs forming the banks in some places, and is of great depth. 
It is 2$ miles wide at its mouth. About 60 miles from its 
mouth is Ha-Ha Bay, celebrated for its scenery. 

Besides these, also on the north bank, are the Batiscan, 
entering the St Lawrence at BatiscaD, Jacques Cartier , Ste 
Anne , and Montmorency , the latter entering the St Lawrence a 
little below Quebec, and celebrated for the beautiful Falls at its 
mouth, 250 feet high, and for the natural steps on its rocky banks. 
On the south side are the Richelieu, draining the beautiful and 
celebrated Lake Champlain, and entering Lake St iPeter at Sorel; 
the St Francis , Chaudi&re, in which gold has recently been 
discovered, Chateauguay , Yamaska, and Becancour. 


Exercises on the Map — Quebec. —Which counties adjoin New Bruns¬ 
wick ? Which adjoin the United States? Which is the most easterly 
point of Queoec ? What large bay is between the eastern part of Quebec 
and New Brunswick ? What islands are in St Lawrence River below 


Quebec? Which of the United States does Quebec adjoin ? What lake 
is in the south of Quebec mostly in the United States? What lake 
expansion of the St Lawrence is between Montreal and Quebec ? What 
rivers flow into the St Lawrence below Quebec ? Above Quebec ? 
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The principal lakes are St John , the source of the Saguenay, 
Temiscouata , Megantic , and Memphremagog . The northern 
part of Lake Champlain is also in the province of Quebec. 

Owing to the severity of the climate, the north bank of the 
St Lawrence below the Saguenay is almost incapable of culti¬ 
vation, but the south bank is better settled and more cultivated. 
Copper is found extensively in the eastern townships, and gold 
lately to some extent on the Chaudifcre and in other places. 

Quebec derives its chief importance from its commercial posi¬ 
tion, its lumber trade, and fisheries. As the rapids on the St 
Lawrence obstruct navigation for large sea-going vessels beyond 
Montreal, the latter has become the commercial emporium for the 
west. The fisheries of the St Lawrence are very valuable, consist¬ 
ing chiefly of cod, mackerel, herring, salmon, and seals. Lumber¬ 
ing is carried on extensively along the shores of all the rivers ; the 
timber being floated down the Ottawa and St Lawrence in rafts 
to Quebec, whence it is shipped. Quebec is also the market for 
all the timber from Western Canada, and carries on extensive 
shipbuilding. 

The Legislature of Quebec consists of a Lieutenant-Governor, 
nd of two Houses, the Legislative Council and the Legislative 
ssembly. The Lieutenant-Governor is appointed by the Gov- 
nor-General of Canada, and is assisted by an Executive Council 
‘ 7 members. The Legislative Council is composed of 24 mem 
ers, appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor, for life. The 
.legislative Assembly is composed of 65 members, and is elected 
oy the people for the term of four years, if not sooner dissolved 
by the Lieutenant-Governor. 

The annual revenue is about 2,000,000 dollars. 

Quebec (65,000), the oldest city in Canada, and capital of the 
province of Quebec, stands on a high promontory formed by the 
junction of the St Charles with the.St Lawrence. It is the best 
fortified city in North America, and is celebrated for its pic¬ 
turesque appearance, and for the beautiful scenery in the neigh¬ 
borhood. Near the city are the Plains of Abraham, memorable 
as the scene of a celebrated battle between the English and 
French, and for the death of both commanders, Wolfe and 
Montcalm. The St Lawrence is here two miles wide, and navi¬ 
gable for ships of the greatest draught. Quebec derives its 
importance from its shipping, shipbuilding, and timber trade. 

Montreal (125,000), the largest and most important city in 
Canada7 is Rituated on an island of the same name at the junc¬ 
tion of the Ottawa with the St Lawrence. It is beautifully 
situated at the foot of a hill called the *' Mountain,” from which 
it took its name, Mont Real or Royal Mountain. It is noted 
for its numerous large buildings, mostly of stone, and possesses 
a magnificent quay along the river, more than three miles long. 

It has several universities and colleges, many beautiful churches 
and other public buildings. 

Near Montreal is the famous Victoria Bridge, the largest iron* 
tubular bridge in the world, erected on twenty-four piers, and { 
nearly two miles in length. It is 60 feet high in the centre, and 
steamboats and other vessels can pass under it with ease. It 
crosses the St Lawrence on the line of the Grand Trunk Rail¬ 
way, overcoming the difficulties of the ice in the winter, and 
forming unbroken communication between the east and west. 

Three Rivers (8400), so called from the St Maurice, which 


hei e joins the St Lawrence by three mouths, is one of the oldest 
cities in Canada, carries on extensive iron manufactures, and 
has a large lumber trade. 


^ i 'onexurooKe (ouuuj, c oteau Uu Lac t and Stan - 
stead are important towns with local trade; St Ilyacinthe 
(5000) is a manufacturing city ; St Johns (3000) is a rising 
town ; Rimouski (2800) carries on a large shipping and lumber 
trade ; Caughnawaga and St Regis are Indian villages. 

Whof is fV./A I_. rjy _ .. 


What is the area of Quebec? 
Population ? How many persons 
are there to a square mile ? What 
is the capital of Quebec ? How is 
Quebec bounded ? How is it di¬ 
vided? Name the counties and 
their chief places. How is each 
county bounded? How are they 
classed ? What islands belong to 
Quebec? Describe them. Where 
are they situated? Describe the 
surface of Quebec. Describe the 
mountains. Trace them on the 
map. Describe the course of the 
St Maurice River. Trace it on the 
map. Describe the course of the 
Saguenay. Trace it on the map. 
Name the other principal rivers. 


Trace them on the map. Where 
do they rise ? Name the principal 
lakes. "Where are they situated ? 
Describe the climate and soil of 
Quebec. Minerals From what 
does Quebec derive its importance? 
What is said of the St Lawrence? 
Of the fisheries? Of lumbering? 
How is Quebec governed? Who 
appoints the Lieutenant-Governor? 
Who appoints the Legislative 
Council? Who elect the Legisla 
tive Assembly? What is th* 
revenue? Describe the principa. 
towns. Point them out on the 
map, and state where they are 
situated. Describe the Victoria 
Bridge. 


NEW BRUNSWICK. 

Area, 27,700 square miles; population, 286,000; persons to square 
mile, 10; greatest extent from north to south, 210 miles* and 
from east to west, 190 miles. 

Capital Fredericton. 

The Province of New Brunswick is bounded on the North 
by Quebec and the Bay of Chaleur; on tbe West by the same 
province and the United States; on the South by the Bay of 
Fundy ; and on tbe East by the Gulf of St Lawrence, Northum¬ 
berland Strait, and Nova Scotia, with which it is connected by 
the Isthmus of Chignecto, 14 miles wide. It is divided into 15 
counties, which, with their chief towns, are:— 

Counties on the Bay of Fundy . 


Counties. 

Chief Placea. 

Co untie*. 

Chief Place*. 

Charlotte, 

St John, 

j St Andrews, 

1 St Stephen. 

( St John, 

( Carleton. 

Albert, 

jHopewell, 

(Hillsboro’. 


Counties in the Inferior. 


King’s, 

Queen’s, 

( Kingston, 

Sunbury, 

Oromocto. 

•( Hampton, 

( Sussex. 
Gagetown. 

York, 

(Fredericton, 

(Stanley. 


Counties in the West . 


Carleton, 

Woodstock. 

| Victoria, 

Grand Falls. 


Counties on the Oulf of St Lawrence. 


C Dorchester, 

Westmoreland, 

Kent, 

f Richibucto, 

( Ructouche. 
/Newcastle, 


^Sackville. 

Northumberland, 

< Chatham, 

(. Douglas town. 


Counties in the North. 


RsmeoucH* 

| Dalhou&ie, 1 

Madawaska, 

Edmunpton, 

(Campbelltown, | 

Gloucester, 

Bathurst. 


The sunace of New Brunswick is generally undulating, rather 
than hilly, and covered with vast forests. There are some 
hills in tbe northern counties, also north of St John, and along 
the Bay of Fundy ; but they nowhere rise to any great height. 
The rivers, with their lake expansions, are numerous, and some 
of them navigable for vessels of considerable size. 


Exercises on the Map—Quebec.— Name the principal cities and 
towns on 8t Lawrence River ? In what direction from Montreal is Sher¬ 
brooke ? StHyacinthe? Stanstead? Quebec? Sorel? Three Rivers? 
Ottawa ? In what direction from Quebec is Caconna ? Batiscon ? Ttulous- 


sac ? Gasp»5? Rimouski ? What mountains are in the east of Quebec ? 
Name the principal lakes of Quebec ? Where does the Richelieu river rise ? 
What islands are at the mouth of the Ottawa River? On what island is 
Montreal built ? What river flows into the St Lawrence at Quebec ? 
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The principal lakes are St John , the source of the Saguenay, 
Temiscouata , Megantic , and Memphremagog . The northern 
part of Lake Champlain is also in the province of Quebec. 

Owing to the severity of the climate, the north bank of the 
St Lawrence below the Saguenay is almost incapable of culti¬ 
vation, but the south bank is better settled and more cultivated. 
Copper is found extensively in the eastern townships, and gold 
lately to some extent on the Chaudifcre and in other places. 

Quebec derives its chief importance from its commercial posi¬ 
tion, its lumber trade, and fisheries. As the rapids on the St 
Lawrence obstruct navigation for large sea-going vessels beyond 
Montreal, the latter has become the commercial emporium for the 
west. The fisheries of the St Lawrence are very valuable, consist¬ 
ing chiefly of cod, mackerel, herring, salmon, and seals. Lumber¬ 
ing is carried on extensively along the shores of all the rivers ; the 
timber being floated down the Ottawa and St Lawrence in rafts 
to Quebec, whence it is shipped. Quebec is also the market for 
all the timber from Western Canada, and carries on extensive 
shipbuilding. 

The Legislature of Quebec consists of a Lieutenant-Governor, 
nd of two Houses, the Legislative Council and the Legislative 
ssembly. The Lieutenant-Governor is appointed by the Gov- 
nor-General of Canada, and is assisted by an Executive Council 
‘ 7 members. The Legislative Council is composed of 24 mem 
ers, appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor, for life. The 
.legislative Assembly is composed of 65 members, and is elected 
oy the people for the term of four years, if not sooner dissolved 
by the Lieutenant-Governor. 

The annual revenue is about 2,000,000 dollars. 

Quebec (65,000), the oldest city in Canada, and capital of the 
province of Quebec, stands on a high promontory formed by the 
junction of the St Charles with the.St Lawrence. It is the best 
fortified city in North America, and is celebrated for its pic¬ 
turesque appearance, and for the beautiful scenery in the neigh¬ 
borhood. Near the city are the Plains of Abraham, memorable 
as the scene of a celebrated battle between the English and 
French, and for the death of both commanders, Wolfe and 
Montcalm. The St Lawrence is here two miles wide, and navi¬ 
gable for ships of the greatest draught. Quebec derives its 
importance from its shipping, shipbuilding, and timber trade. 

Montreal (125,000), the largest and most important city in 
Canada7 is Rituated on an island of the same name at the junc¬ 
tion of the Ottawa with the St Lawrence. It is beautifully 
situated at the foot of a hill called the *' Mountain,” from which 
it took its name, Mont Real or Royal Mountain. It is noted 
for its numerous large buildings, mostly of stone, and possesses 
a magnificent quay along the river, more than three miles long. 

It has several universities and colleges, many beautiful churches 
and other public buildings. 

Near Montreal is the famous Victoria Bridge, the largest iron* 
tubular bridge in the world, erected on twenty-four piers, and { 
nearly two miles in length. It is 60 feet high in the centre, and 
steamboats and other vessels can pass under it with ease. It 
crosses the St Lawrence on the line of the Grand Trunk Rail¬ 
way, overcoming the difficulties of the ice in the winter, and 
forming unbroken communication between the east and west. 

Three Rivers (8400), so called from the St Maurice, which 


hei e joins the St Lawrence by three mouths, is one of the oldest 
cities in Canada, carries on extensive iron manufactures, and 
has a large lumber trade. 


^ i 'onexurooKe (ouuuj, c oteau Uu Lac t and Stan - 
stead are important towns with local trade; St Ilyacinthe 
(5000) is a manufacturing city ; St Johns (3000) is a rising 
town ; Rimouski (2800) carries on a large shipping and lumber 
trade ; Caughnawaga and St Regis are Indian villages. 

Whof is fV./A I_. rjy _ .. 


What is the area of Quebec? 
Population ? How many persons 
are there to a square mile ? What 
is the capital of Quebec ? How is 
Quebec bounded ? How is it di¬ 
vided? Name the counties and 
their chief places. How is each 
county bounded? How are they 
classed ? What islands belong to 
Quebec? Describe them. Where 
are they situated? Describe the 
surface of Quebec. Describe the 
mountains. Trace them on the 
map. Describe the course of the 
St Maurice River. Trace it on the 
map. Describe the course of the 
Saguenay. Trace it on the map. 
Name the other principal rivers. 


Trace them on the map. Where 
do they rise ? Name the principal 
lakes. "Where are they situated ? 
Describe the climate and soil of 
Quebec. Minerals From what 
does Quebec derive its importance? 
What is said of the St Lawrence? 
Of the fisheries? Of lumbering? 
How is Quebec governed? Who 
appoints the Lieutenant-Governor? 
Who appoints the Legislative 
Council? Who elect the Legisla 
tive Assembly? What is th* 
revenue? Describe the principa. 
towns. Point them out on the 
map, and state where they are 
situated. Describe the Victoria 
Bridge. 


NEW BRUNSWICK. 

Area, 27,700 square miles; population, 286,000; persons to square 
mile, 10; greatest extent from north to south, 210 miles* and 
from east to west, 190 miles. 

Capital Fredericton. 

The Province of New Brunswick is bounded on the North 
by Quebec and the Bay of Chaleur; on tbe West by the same 
province and the United States; on the South by the Bay of 
Fundy ; and on tbe East by the Gulf of St Lawrence, Northum¬ 
berland Strait, and Nova Scotia, with which it is connected by 
the Isthmus of Chignecto, 14 miles wide. It is divided into 15 
counties, which, with their chief towns, are:— 

Counties on the Bay of Fundy . 


Counties. 

Chief Placea. 

Co untie*. 

Chief Place*. 

Charlotte, 

St John, 

j St Andrews, 

1 St Stephen. 

( St John, 

( Carleton. 

Albert, 

jHopewell, 

(Hillsboro’. 


Counties in the Inferior. 


King’s, 

Queen’s, 

( Kingston, 

Sunbury, 

Oromocto. 

•( Hampton, 

( Sussex. 
Gagetown. 

York, 

(Fredericton, 

(Stanley. 


Counties in the West . 


Carleton, 

Woodstock. 

| Victoria, 

Grand Falls. 


Counties on the Oulf of St Lawrence. 


C Dorchester, 

Westmoreland, 

Kent, 

f Richibucto, 

( Ructouche. 
/Newcastle, 


^Sackville. 

Northumberland, 

< Chatham, 

(. Douglas town. 


Counties in the North. 


RsmeoucH* 

| Dalhou&ie, 1 

Madawaska, 

Edmunpton, 

(Campbelltown, | 

Gloucester, 

Bathurst. 


The sunace of New Brunswick is generally undulating, rather 
than hilly, and covered with vast forests. There are some 
hills in tbe northern counties, also north of St John, and along 
the Bay of Fundy ; but they nowhere rise to any great height. 
The rivers, with their lake expansions, are numerous, and some 
of them navigable for vessels of considerable size. 


Exercises on the Map—Quebec.— Name the principal cities and 
towns on 8t Lawrence River ? In what direction from Montreal is Sher¬ 
brooke ? StHyacinthe? Stanstead? Quebec? Sorel? Three Rivers? 
Ottawa ? In what direction from Quebec is Caconna ? Batiscon ? Ttulous- 


sac ? Gasp»5? Rimouski ? What mountains are in the east of Quebec ? 
Name the principal lakes of Quebec ? Where does the Richelieu river rise ? 
What islands are at the mouth of the Ottawa River? On what island is 
Montreal built ? What river flows into the St Lawrence at Quebec ? 















20 


NORTH AMERICA. 


The St John River has its sources in Quebec and Maine, and 
after a circuitous course of 450 miles, enters the Bay of Fundy 
at St John. It is celebrated for its beautiful scenery, and is 
navigable up to Fredericton, 85 miles, for vessels of consider¬ 
able size, and to Woodstock and Grand Falls for smaller vessels. 
It receives on the left bank the waters of Lake Temiscouata , in 
Quebec, the Tobique, Salmon River, expanding into Grand 
Lake , Washedemoak , and Kennebecasis , and on the right bank 
the Aroostook and Oromocto. 

The Rcstigouche forms part of the northern boundary between 
New Brunswick and Quebec, and after a course of 200 miles falls 
into the Bay of Chaleur, flowing past Campbelltown and Dal- 
housie. 


The Miramichi, 220 miles long, flows past Newcastle, Doug- 
iastown, and Chatham, near its mouth, into Miramichi Bay. 
The Petitcodiac, 100 miles long, flows into Shepody Bay; 
Moncton is situated at the bend of the river. The St Croix , 
rising in Grand Lake, and flowing into the Bay of Fundy, 125 
miles long, forms part of the boundary between New Brunswick 
and the United States. 


The coa^t-line of New Brunswick is deeply indented with a 
great number of fine bays and harbors, but has few islands. 


The principal Bays are :— 


Bay of Chaleur , so called from 
the heat experienced there by 
the first discoverers ; Miramichi 
Bay, Richibucto Harbor , Buc- 
touche Harbor, Shtdiac Bay, and 


Bay Verte , on the north-east coast; 
Shepody Bay, Chignecto Bay , St 
John Harbor, and Passama- 
quoddy Bay, on the Bay of Fundy. 


Tue Bay of Fundy is an arm of the sea extending into the 
land between New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, and terminated 
by two smaller bays, Chignecto and Minas Basin. Its length, 
to the head of Chignecto Bay, is 110 miles, and its greatest 
breadth 45 miles. It is remarkable for the rapid rise of its 
tides, caused by the current of the Gulf Stream, and varying 
from 30 feet at St John to 60 feet at the head of Chignecto Bay, 
into which it rushes with great rapidity. At Bay Verte, in the 
Gulf of St Lawrence, distant only 14 miles, the rise is no / more 
than four or five f> et. 


The principal Capes are :— 

+ oint Miscou, Escuytinac. Rfchi- Cape Spencer and Point lepreau , 
bucto Head, Shediac Point, Cape on the south. 

Tormentm , on the north-east; 


The principal Inlands are :— 

Miscou and Shippegan, at the [ Passanmquoddy Bay ; and Grand 
north-east extremity ; Portage, in Manan Island, at the mouth of the 
Miramichi Bay; Campobello, in | Bay of Fundy. 

The climate of New Brunswick resembles that of the more 
southern parts of Quebec. The influence of the Gulf Stream in 
the Bay of Fundy renders it milder on the southern coast; but 
during the summer fogs prevail on the coast, which do not, how¬ 
ever, extend inland. The soil is productive and well cultivated, 
especially along the curses of the rivers. 

The ch\ef source of the wealth of New Brunswick consists in 
its valuable forests, lumbering being carried on very exten¬ 
sively. The value of the forest products exported annually 
amounts to over 3,000,000 dols. The lumher consists chiefly of 
epruce and pine, and timber for shipbuilding. Most of the 
spruce is sawn into deals, affording employment to a large num- 


| ber of men. Shipbuilding is aLo an important branch of indusv A 
and is carried on chiefly at St John and Miramichi. The numtxr 
of vessels built annually amounts to more than 100, valued at 
2,000,000 dols., most of them being large sea-going vessels. 

New Brunswick also contains valuable mines of coal, iron, 
gypsum, and building-stone. The most extensive coal-mines 
are in Albert county. 

The fisheries of New Brunswick are also .very valuable, pro¬ 
ducing over 2,000,000 dols. annually. , 

There are several lines of railway in New Brunswick,—the 
Intercolonial, connecting St John with Nova Scotia and Quebec, 
and traversing the northern and eastern parts of the province; 
the European and North American, connecting St John with the 
United States on the south ; and the New Brunswick and Canada 
Railway from St Andrews ^Woodstock, thence to connect with 
Rivibre du Loup in Quebec; these, with various branches, form a 
complete system of railway communication. 

The annual imports exceed 10,000,000 dols., and exports 
6,000,000 dols. The revenue amounts to about 570,000 doK 
annually. The form of government of New Brunswick is the 
same as that of Quebec. The Legislative Council consists ol 
17 members, appointed by the Crown, and the Legislative As¬ 
sembly of 41 members, chosen by the people. The Lieutenant- 
Governor is assisted by an Executive Council of 8 members. 
Education is under the control of the Government, and is 
liberally supported. There is a university at Fredericton. 

New Brunswick formerly belonged to France, forming, with 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, the colony of Acadia. 
It was ceded to Britain by the treaties of 1713 and 1763, and 
formed into a separate province in 1784. It has of late pro¬ 
gressed rapidly, especially in the northern and north-eastern 
counties, which, but a few years ago, were uninhabited except 
by Indians. These counties have been devastated by fearful 
fires in the woods, the worst ODOurring in 1825, when 160 per¬ 
sons were burned to death, and 1,000,000 dols. in property 
destroyed. The Indians of New Brunswick are not numerous. 
They belong to the tribe of the Micmacs. 

St John (including Carleton and Portland, 45,000), situated near 
the mouth of the St John River, with Carleton on the opposite side 
of the river, possesses a fine harbor, accessible to vessels of the 
largest size at all seasons of the year. The city is well built, and 
contains many fine public edifices. The St John River here con¬ 
tracts, and forms the Narrows, through which the tide flows with 
great violence and danger to vessels. A suspension bridge crosses 
the river at this point, connecting Carleton with St John. The 
principal lumber and shipbuilding trades are carried on here. 

Fredericton (6000), situated on the St John River, about 85 
miles from St John, is the capital. It is encircled by hills, 
rendering its situation very picturesque. It contains the 
•Government buildings and the University of New Brunswick. 

Chatham or Miramichi (2500), Newcastle (2000), and Moncton 
(1400) are important for shipbuilding ; Richibucto and Shediac 
for the fisheries; and St Andrews and St Stephen , each about 
2000 in population, fur trade with the United States. Woodstock 
(2000) and Gagetown , on the St John River, and Bathurst, 
Dalhousie, and Campbelltown, on the Bay of Chaleur, are rising 
towns of some importance. 


Exercises ok the Map—New Brunswick —How is New Brunswick 
separated from Nova Scotia ? From Prince Edward Island l From the 
United States ? Between what parallels of latitude is it situated ? What 
counties adjoin Quebec ? The United States ? In what direction from St 


John is Fredericton ? Shediac? St Andrews? St Stephen? In what direc¬ 
tion from Fredericton is Woodstock ? Gagetown ? In what direction from 
Shediac is Richibucto? Chatham? Campbelltown? In what direction 
from Miramichi ^Chatham) is Fredericton ? Bathurst ? Dalhousie ? 
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Wfclit is the., area of New Bruns- 
w.ck? Population? Uow many 
persons are tlHere to a square mile ? 
What i3 its extent ? Capital ? Ilow 
is New Brunswick bounded? Ilow 
is it divided J ? Name the counties 
an»l their chi k*f towns. How is each 
county bounded? Where are the 
ch ief tow ns 4- situated ? Describe the 
surface of iSew Brunswick. What 
is said of tine hills? Of the rivers? | 
Describe tine course of the St John 
River. Trface it on the map. What 
towns does it flow past ? Describe 
the courfse of the Restigouche. 
Trace it pn the map. What towns 
does it (flow past? Describe the 
courses cf>f theother principal rivers. 
Trace them on the map. What 
towns <|o they flow past ? Describe 
the coaist-line of New Brunswick. 


if ORTH AMERICA. " 


Name the principal bays. Where 
are they situated ? Point them out 
on the'map. Describe the Bay of 
Fundy. For what is it remarkable ? 
Name the principal capes. Point 
them out on the map. Where are 
they situated ? Describe the climate 
of New Brunswick. The soil. What 
is the chief source of the wealth of 
New Brunswick? What is said of 
shipbuilding? Of the mines? Of 
the fisheries? Of railways? What 
is said of imports, revenue, Ac. ? 
What is the form of government? 
What is said of education? What 
historical facts are stated about 
New Brunswick? Describe the 
chief towns. Point them out on 
the map, and state wht^re they are 
situated. / 


NOVA SCOTIA. 

Area, 19,500 square miles; population, 388,000; persons to a square 
mile. 20 ; greatest extent from north east to south-west, including 
Cape Breton, 3o0 miles, and greatest breadth, 120 miles. 

Capital, Halifax. 

The Province of Nova Scotia comprises the peninsula of 
Nova Scotia proper, and the adjoining Island of Cape Breton. 
It is bounded on the North by the Gulf of St Lawrence; on the 
West by New Brunswick and the Bay of Fundy; and on the 
South and East by the Atlantic Ocean. 

It is divided into 14 counties, which, with their chief towns, 
afe:— 

Counties on the East Coast . 


Counties 
SnELBURNE, 
Queen'8, 
Lunenburg, 


Yarmouth, 
Digby, 
Annapolis, 
King’s, 
Hants, 


Chief Town*. 
Shelburne. 
Liverpool. 
Lunenburg. 


Counties. 

Halifax, 

Guysborough, 


Chief Towns. 

Halifax. 

Guysborough. 


Counties on the West. 


Yarmouth. 

Digby. 

Annapolis. 

Kentville. 

Windsor, 


Cumberland, 

Colchester, 

Pictou, 

Antigonish, 


AmheTst. 
Truro, 
f Pictou, 

\ New Glasgow. 
Antigonish. 


The Island of Cape Brelbn is divided into four counties :— 


Counties; 
Richmond, 
Cape Breton, 


Chief Towns. 

Arichat. 

Sydney. 


Counties. 

Victoria, 

Inverness, 


Chief Towns. 

Baddeck. 
Port Hood. 


The surface of Nova Scotia is mountainous, varied with rich 
and fertile valleys. Several chains of high hills intersect the 
country, generally parallel with the coast-line. The Cobequid 
Mountains are the principal chain, and stretch from east to 
west along the peninsula which connects Nova Scotia with New 
Brunswick, terminating in Cape Chignecto. Some of their 
summits are 1100 feet high. The North and South Mountains 
extend, in parallel lines, along the shore of the Bay of Fundy, 
and an irregular range of small hills extends from the Gut of 
Canso southward. The general slope of the country is in a 
south-easterly direction, the Cobequid Mountains forming the 
highest land. The shores of the Atlantic are generally low and 
barren, but rich in minerals. There are several chains of lakes 
in the south-east, giving rise to numerous rivers, which are, 
however, necessarily short. 

Cape Breton is, in general, level, but with lofty, rugged pro¬ 
montories towards the sea, especially on the north. The coast¬ 
line is much broken, and the island is nearly cut in two by the 

Exercise* on the Map—Nova Scotia.—How is Nova Scotia separated 
from Cape Breton? From New Brunswick ? From Prince Edward Island? 
What is the extreme southern point of Cape Breton called ? What is the 
exti ime northern point called ? What lai ge bays are on the north-east of 


Bras <TOr Lake, which runs from noi -irtc ?on 
separated from St Peter’s Bay, on the south, by a narco** > 
neck of land less than half a nile wide. A canal is constructed 
across this peninsula. This lake is connected with the Atlan¬ 
tic, on the north, by the Great and Little Bras d’ Or Channels t 
between which is the Island of Boularderie. 

The principal lakes in Nova Scotia are Lake Rossignol, the* 
largest, 20 miles in length, in Queen’s County, and Grand and 
Ship Harbor Lakes, in Halifax County. Smaller lakes are 
numerous, and generally occur in chains, connected by small 
rivers. The Bras d'Or Locke, so called, may be more properly 
termed an arm of the sea. 


The principal Rivers in Nova Scotia are :— 

the Shubenacadie , into Cobequid 
Bay ; and the East, Middle, aud 
West Rivers , into Pictou Harbor. 
Besides these, there are numerous 
small streams, as well in Nova 
Scotia proper as in Cape Brel^n. 


/ 

St Mary's , Musquodoboit , La 
Have and Liverpool , flowing into 
the Atlantic; the Annapolis, flow¬ 
ing between the North and South 
Mountains, into Annapolis Basin ; 
the Avon, into the basin of Minas i 

The coast-line of Nova Scotia, as well as that of Cape Breton, 
is much broken, and deeply indented with numerous bays and 
harbors, except on the side of the Bay of Fundy, where it is 
more compact, and possesses few harbors. 

The principal Bays , Harbors, and Straits are :— 


Mary's Bay, on the south-west; 
Annapolis Basin , Minas Channel 
and Basin, and Cobequid Bay, on 
the west; and Bay of Fundy (see 
page 20). The chief inlets in Cape 
Breton are Aspy Bay, St Anne's 
Bay, Sydney Harbor, Mire Bay, 
and St Peter’s Bay. 


Bay Verte, Taimagouche, and St 
Georges Bays, in Northumberland 
Strait; Chedabucto Bay, at the 
entrance of the Gut of Canso, a 
narrow strait separating Nova Sco¬ 
tia from Cape Breton; Halifax 
Harbor, Margaret's aud Mahone 
Bays , on the south-east coast ; St 

The islands of Nova Scotia, besides Cape Breton, are Cai't» 
bou and Pictou Islands , in Northumberland Strait; St Paul , 
Scatan, and Isle Madame, off the coast of Cape Breton ; Sable 
Island, a dangerous sandy island, 150 miles east of Halifax, on 
which is an effective humane establishment, provided by the Pro¬ 
vincial Government; Cape Sable, Seal, and Mud Islands, in the 
souih; Long Island, at the mouth of St Mary’s Bay. 

In the south of St Peter’s Bay is Isle Madame , with Arichat 
Harbor, important to fishermen in stormy weather. 

The principal Capes are :— 


Malagash, John, St George , on 
the north coast; Porcupine, Canso, 
Sambro Head, Pennant Point, 
Crown Point , and La Have, on the 
south-east; Sable, on the south; St 


Mary, Split, Chigmcto, and Blomi- 
don, on the west. 

In Cape Breton are St Lawrence, 
North, Egmont, Murgain, and 
Breton. 


Many of these capes form rugged promontories, rising to the 
height of 500 feet. The whole of the coast, especially on the At¬ 
lantic side, is bold and rocky, and lined with dangerous reefs. 

The climate of Nova Scotia is milder than that of the neigh¬ 
boring provinces, owing to its being nearly surrounded with 
water, and to the influence of the Gulf Stieam. The harbors 
on the Atlantic are seldom closed by ice in winter. 

The soil in the valleys and on the mountain slopes is rich and 
fruitful, but towards the Atlantic coast it is rocky and less fer¬ 
tile. Oats, potatoes, and hay are the principal agricultural 
products ; apples grow abundantly in the west: and cuttle are 
extensively reared. 

Nova Scotia is the most important of the eastv inces of 

the Dominion for the extent and variety of its mineral produc- 

Nova Scotia? What bay is on the south-west ? Name the principal har¬ 
bors on the Atlantic coast. What bays are at the head of the Bay of 
Fundy? What county adjoins New Brunswick? What island* lie to. 
the north-east of Cape Breton ? What gulf are they in ? 
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I 

§ 1 — 4 —— -(W, and gypsum are found to a greater 

Iran in any of the other provinces. It also contains 
copper and building-stone to a large extent. The quantity of 
coal, gypsum, &c., annually exported, besides what is retained 
for home consumption, is valued at 1,000,000 dols.; and the 
total quantity of coal raised is about 600,000 tons annually. 
The principal coal-mines are in Cape Breton Island and Pictou 
County. Iron and coal are found in the Cobequid Mountains, 
and iron largely in Annapolis and Pictou Counties. Gold is 
found along most of the Atlantic coast, but is worked chiefly in 
Guysborough, Halifax, and Lunenburg Counties. 

Nova Scotia has also the most extensive fisheries of all the pro¬ 
vinces except Newfoundland. The principal are the cod, mackerel, 
and salmon fisheries. The exports of fish are chiefly to the West 
Indies and the Southern States of America, and amount to over 
6,500,000 dols., affording employment to about 19,000 men. 

There are two lines of railway in Nova Scotia: the Inter¬ 
colonial line, from Halifax to New Brunswick, with a branch 
line from Truro to Pictou; the other from Halifax to Windsor, 
now extended to Annapolis. A railway is also in course of con¬ 
struction between Sydney and Louisburg in Cape Breton. 

The annual imports of Nova Scotia are about 12,000,000 dols., 
and exports, 8,000,000 dols.; revenue, 750,000 dols. The form 
of government is the same as in the other provinces. The Legis¬ 
lative Council consists of 18 members, appointed by the Crown, 
and the Legislative Assembly of 38 members, elected by the 
people. The Lieutenant-Governor is assisted by an Executive 
Council of 9 members. 

Education is carefully attended to, and supported by govern¬ 
ment grants. There are five colleges. 

Nova Scotia was first settled by the French, but has changed 
ownership several times, having been taken four different times 
by the British, and as often relinquished, until France, in 1713, 
renounced all claim to the country. The French, however, still 
retained the Island of Cape Breton, with the fortified town of 
Louisburg, which was not taken by the English till 1758. Nova 
Scotia, Cape Breton, Prince Edward Island, and New Bruns¬ 
wick, then formed the Colony of Acadia, and it was not till 1784 
that they were formed into separate colonies. In 1819 Cape 
Breton was reunited to Nova Scotia. 

Halifax (35,000), the capital, is situated on the west side of 
a deep and capacious harbor, formerly called Chebucto Bay. 
It was founded by Lord Cornwallis in 1749, when about 4000 
colonists were sent out from Britain. It is built on the side of 
a steep hill, crowned by the citadel, and is, next to Quebec, the 
most strongly fortified city in the Dominion. It contains many 
fine edifices,—the Parliament and other public buildings, 
churches, &c. It has also Her Majesty’s Dockyard, and is'the 
naval station for the North American and West Indian fleets,— 
the Admiral generally residing here during the summer. It 
carries on the principal shipping trade. 

Pictou (3500), and the adjacent town, New Glasgow (3000), 
derive their importance from the extensive coal-mines in the 
neighborhood. During the season of navigation their harbors 
are crowded with shipping. The coal was formerly chiefly ex¬ 
ported to the United States, but since the expiry of the 
Reciprocity Treaty, new markets have been formed for it. 
Pictou has steam communication with Quebec. 

Sydney , C.R. (3000), is also important as the centre of ex¬ 


tensive coal-mines, from which coal is extensively exported, 
chiefly to the neighboring colonies 
Yarmouth (4200), Liverpool (2900), and LunenXurg (3000), 
have a large amount of shipping, and are extensively engaged 
in the fisheries. Windsor (3000) exports large quantities of 
gypsum, and is the seat of the principal college. A4 nnapolis, 
formerly Port Royal, was, under the French, the principal city 
in Nova Scotia, and was the scene of several conflicts!. Truro, 
Amherst, Antigonish, and Pugwash are important rising towns. 
Truro contains the Provincial Normal School. 

Name the principal islands. Point 
them out on the map. , Where 
are they situated ? Name the prin¬ 
cipal islands. Point thein out on 
the map. Where are they sjtuated. 
What is said of the Isle M idame ? 
Name the principal capes. Point 
them out on the map. Wli ire are 
they situated ? What is said of some 
of them? Describe the climate of 
Nova Scotia. The soil. The pro¬ 
ducts. For what is Nova Scotia 
important? What minerals does 
it contain ? Where are they chiefly 
found? What is said of the fish¬ 
eries ? Of the railways ? Trace their 
course on the map. What finan¬ 
cial statistics are given? What is 
the form of government ? What is 
said of education, &c. ? What his¬ 
torical facts are given? Describe 
the chief towns. Point them out 
on the map, and state where they 
are situated. 


What is the area of Nova Scotia? 
Population? How many persons 
are there to a square mile ? What 
is its greatest extent? Capital? 
What does Nova Scotia comprise ? 
How is it bounded? How is it 
divided ? Name the counties and 
their chief towns. How is each 
county bounded ? Describe the 
surface of Nova Scotia. Describe 
the chains of hills. Trace them 
on the map. What is the general 
slope of the country? What is 
said of the Atlantic shore and the 
lakes ? Describe Cape Breton. 
What is said of the coast-line ? 
Of the Bras d T Or Lake? Name 
the principal lakes'of Nova Scotia. 
Point them out on the map. Where 
are they situated ? Name the prin¬ 
cipal rivers. Trace their courses 
on the map. Name the principal 
bays, Ac. Point them out on ihe 
map. Where are they situated? 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 


Area, 2133 square miles ; population, 94,000 ; persons to square mile, 44 
greatest extent from east to west, 130 miles; and from north ta 
south, 34 miles. 

Capital, Charlottetown. 

Prince Edward Island is situated in the Gulf of St Law- 
rence, to the north of Nova Scotia, and between New Bruns¬ 
wick and Cape Breton. It is separated from New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia by Northumberland Strait, which is 130 miles 
long, and from 9 to 30 miles wide. It is divided into three 
counties— King's, Queen's, and Prince's, which are subdivided 
into 67 lots or townships. 

The surface of Prince Edward Island is gently undulating, 
except in certain central districts which may be considered 
hilly; the whole presenting a charming agricultural aspect of 
hill and dale. 

Its northern outline resembles a crescent, the two horns being 
called North and East Capes. It is deeply indented with bays, 
the largest of which, Hillsborough on the south, and Richmond 
on the north, nearly divide it into three parts. It has also 
numerous harbors, the principal of which are Charlottetown, 
Georgetown, Redeque, Port Hill, Cascumpec, and Souris. 

The climate is temperate and healthy, and the soil remark¬ 
ably fertile, and favorable for agriculture. Prince Edward 
Island has more land under cultivation, in proportion to its 
size, than any of the other provinces. Potatoes, oats, and 
barley are the staple productions, and are largely exported. 

The lots or townships were originally granted by the British 
Government to certain proprietors, nearly 100 in number, on 
certaiu conditions, which have never been fulfilled, thus origi¬ 
nating a “ land question " which is now in course of settlement 
by a Government commission. Many of the townships have 


Exekcises on the Map—Nova Scotia.— Between what meridians is 
Nova Scot ! .a, including Cape Breton, situated ? Between what parallels 
of latitude ? In what direction from Halifax is Pictou? Annapolis? 
Yarmouth? Windsor? Sydney, C.B. ? In what direction from Anna¬ 


polis is Liverpool ? Truro? St John, N.B. ? In what direction from 
Truro is Amherst? Antigonish ? Where is Arichat situated ? Where 
is Louisburg situated ? What rivers flow into the Atlantic ? What 
i island is in the Bay of Fundy ? 





















passed out of the hands of the original proprietors, and the 
easehold system, which was formerly in practice, is disappear¬ 
ing year by year. The fertility of the soil will induce a large 
population to make the island their permanent home, and it 
is already the most densely peopled of the British North 
American provinces. Shipbuilding is carried on largely; and the 
sheries in the Gulf give employment to a large number of men. 
A submarine telegraph connects the island with New Bruns¬ 
wick, crossing the narrowest part of Northumberland Strait, 
between Capes Tormentin and Traverse, a distance of 9 miles 

in Wts r fiuew , ? ail !i. ar - CSrried ° Ver betWe€D the same P° iDts 
f *5® ™ ° r Water - Navigation is whoUy ob- 

structed from the end of December to the beginning of April. 

Aradwjiy connects Charlottetown, the capital, with Summer- 
side Cascumpec and Tiguish on the west, and with Georgetown 
and Souris on the east. 6 

O soonnnT? ° f ?T e Edward IsIand am0UDt to ^out 
sou,000 dols., and the exports to rather less. The public 

Since 'iVf ;!? 00 d ° 1S ,‘’ a “ d th ® reTenue abou ‘ 150,000 dols. 
Since 18ol the population has increased 35,000, or over one- 

half more than it was at that time. The form of government 
similar to that of the other colonies, consisting of a Lieutenant- 
Governor, an Executive Council of 9 members, an elective 
Legislative Council of 13 members, and a Legislative Assembly 

1°,"- Ed “ cat,on is very liberally supported, and is 
dnectly under control of the Government. 

ced P ed n to n d r ard • Isl 1 a «, f0r “ erly belon S ed t0 Prance, but was 
fW R i B tal r D ln 176 n after the capture of L^sburg and 
Cape Breton. It was called St John's Island till the beginning 

il 77oTd Ce "*, nr ?;, I 1 WaS f ° rmed int0 a se P ar ate province 
in 1770 and was admitted into the Dominion of Canada in 1873 

Charlottetown (10,000), the capital, is situated on the north 
side of a large, safe, and commodious harbor, formed by the 
junctmn near the city of the East, North, and West Rivers 
1 he City IS 3 miles from the entrance of the harbor, and is 
built on gently rising ground, with very wide streets. The 

fdTfiT, T, gS ’ ChU l rCh63 ’ and CoIle S es are Principal 

edifices. It carries on the principal trade of the island, and 

“r w.'SS." "■* 

Georgetown (1100), the county town of King's County about 
f “ lles east of Charlottetown, is an important placS. fine 

harbor. Summerside (3000), in Prince's County, about 40 miles 
west of Charlottetown, on the north side of Bedeque Harbor 

rad^w ,b y " S1Ug * 0WD - “°ch Shipbuilding, and import^ 
trade with New Brunswick. Princetown, on Richmond Bay 
is the county town of Prince’s County. Many thriving villages 
are springing up all over the island. 


amjlkiCA* 


NEWFOUNDLAND 

from east to west, 300 miles. 10 s<)utll, 350 miies > breadth 

Capital, St Johs's. 

The Island of Newfocepland lies at the mouth of the Gulf 

"T Cap - Bret0n ’ 0n the south -west, about 60 miles 
It is the only province not belonging to the Dominion of Caua<£ 

** Mvided into 15 Electoral Districts. 
et John’s, East. — - - 

St John’s, West. 

Harbor Grace. 


Carbonnear. 
Harbor Maine. 
Port de Grave. 
Day de Verde. 


Trinity. 

Bonavista. 

Twillingate and Fogo. 

Ferry land. 

Placentia and St Mary’s 
Burin. 

Fortune Bay. 

Burgeo and La Poile. 

Lab«d g0 7 r “ men , t a L Newfoundland radges also the coast of 
Labrador for nearly 700 miles, from Anse Sablon to the entrance 

aJufutA The P r j, nc! P al isla eds on the coast are North 

ana bouth Belle Isle and Fogo Island. 

The Island of Newfoundland is triangular in shane L„t thr 
Trinity , Bonavista , 


Conception , Trinity , Bonavu 
Notre Dame , and White Bays, on 
the north coast. 


Bay of Islands and St George, 
on the west. ^ 

o J? e Z?\ i , ta0e ' fortune, Placentia. 
Ac v . , , an d St Mary's Bays, on the south. 

peninstdL Th nd <»° d > they form numerous 

peninsulas. The principal is the Peninsula of Avalon, which 
contains nearly two-thirds of the whole population. 

The principal Capes arc:— 


What is the area of Prince Ed 
ward Island? Population?. 
•tent? Capital? How is Prince 
Edward Island situated ? How is 
it divided ? Describe the surface. 
The outline. Point out the princi¬ 
pal capes. State where they are 
situated. Name the principal bays 
and harbors. Point them out on 
the map. State where they are 
situated. Describe the climate and 
*oil. The products. What is said 


of the land tenure? Of the soil 

ne !j“P b “ ,ldin *f 0f the fisheries? 
Of the telegraph ? Of the mails in 
winter? Of the railways? What 
financial statistics are given * De- 

Wh»f-c th % f °/ m of E°vernment. 
>> hat is said of education ? Of the 
political history of the island ? De- 
senbe the chief towns. Point them 

are^tr 1 ’' State ‘“ey 


Edward Isla^dleparated from R Nova «M>Tia R and S ^ KD ' r^ H ° W is Prince 


Cape Race was formerly the calling point of the Atlantic 
steamships with late news from Europe* A*line of telegraph 
connects it with Cape Ray, from which a submarine telegraph 
line extends to Cape Breton, and thence over the contS 

suocLTlT* fa a u re p th - ree Atlantic telegraph cables have been 
successfully laid by British enterprise, and now connect New- 

rcland 3 b* l ^ ^ Eur0pe at Valentia Bay fo 

Ireland, by whicb wonderful enterprise the European news 

“? h bepab ‘ 18h * d m tbe American newspapers on the same dav 
as the events occur. On the north and east coast the capes are 
numerous, but of little importance. There has been no Zough 
survey mude of the island, which is but thinly inhabited espe- 
ci y in the west. The settlements which have been made 
comprise only a narrow strip along the coast, scarcely ever 
extending more than a mile or two inland 

riv! he ,7 faCe °/ the isIand is hillf. varied with numerous 
rivers, akes, and marshes. The ranges of hills generally run 
in short parallel chains, from north to south. The Blue 3 Hills 
in tte interior are the principal. The chief river is th " River 
of Exploits ,which flows almost across the island from south 
west to north-east, through George IV. and Red Indian Late 
n at,, 0ther lar V €St Takes and Pavers are — 

jS&'SSKd Tia <>rj«.Jameson, and 
Salmon Eiver and %% draped ^ 

»Z 8 w4^ 
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The climate d Newfoundland is cold and severe, owing to 
the quantity of ice which is always round the island, brought 
down by the winds and currents in enormous icebergs from 
the Arctic Ocean. Fogs also prevail, especially on the Banks, 
being caused by the cold currents from the north meeting the 
Gulf Stream. The soil, especially in the interior, is rocky and 
barren, the principal crops being raised along the southern 
shore; and even there they generally require to be cut green 
for fodder. Most of the supplies are brought from the neighbor¬ 
ing provinces. Copper and lead are said to be plentiful in the 
island, but the mineral resources have not yet been developed. 

Newfoundland derives all its importance from its fisheries, 
which are chiefly cod and seal. Nearly the whole population 
is employed in the catching and curing of fish. The cod-fish¬ 
eries on the Banks of Newfoundland are the greatest and most 
important fisheries in the world. These Banks, as they are 
called, are elevated plateaux at the bottom of the ocean, rising 
far above the surrounding ground. The great Bank, situated 
to the east and south of the island, extends about 600 miles in 
length, and 200 in breadth. The depth of water on them varies 
from 150 to over 500 feet, and they form the favorite feeding 
ground of the cod-fish. Besides the British, the French and 
Americans carry on the fishery, almost to the same extent, the 
French having also the privilege of fishing on certain parts of the 
coast of the island. The seal-fishery is carried on chiefly on the 
Coast of Labrador, and on the northern coast of Newfoundland. 

The annual value of the exports of Newfoundland, consisting 
chiefly of fish, is about 6,000,000 dols., or about 50 dols. for every 
inhabitant. The imports are nearly the same amount, and the 
annual revenue about 800,000 dols. The chief markets for fish 
are Great Britain, Spain, Portugal, Brazil, and the West Indies. 

The form of government is the same as in the other provinces, 
consisting of a Governor, Executive Council of 6 members, 
Legislative Council of 13 members, and Legislative Assembly 
of 31 members, elected by the people. Responsible govern¬ 
ment was granted in 1855. The population is nearly equally 
divided between Protestants and Roman Catholics. 

St John's (30,000), the capital, possesses a fine harbor almost 
surrounded by hills. It is the chief commercial station on the 
island, and is the nearest port to Europe, being only 1920 miles 
distant from Ireland. It was formerly built of wood, but 
having been several times nearly destroyed by fire, the lower 
part of the city is now built of brick. The great fire of 1844 
destroyed 4,000,000 dols. worth of property. 

Harbor Grace (6700) and Carbonize (2000) are the next 
most important towns. Port de Grave , Brigus , Trinity , and 
Greenspond , are also rising towns. 

The islands of St Pierre , Langley , and Miquelon , lying to the 
south of Newfoundland, belong to France, and are important as 
fishing stations, and as the only portions now remaining to the 
French of their once large possessions in North America. 


What is the area of Newfound¬ 
land? Population? Extent? Ca¬ 
pital? How is Newfoundland situ¬ 
ated? How is it separated from 
the mainland ? How is it divided ? 
What is also Included in the go¬ 
vernment? Name the principal 
islands. Point them out on the 


map. Where are they situated ? 
Describe the outline of Newfound¬ 
land. Name the principal bays. 
Point them out on the map. What 
is said of peninsulas? Point out 
the principal on the map. Name 
the principal capes. Point them 
out on the map. What is said of 


Cape Race ? What wonderful enter- 
prise connects Newfoundland with 
Europe ? What is said of the other 
capes? Of the settlements, <£c. ? 
Describe the surface. The princi¬ 
pal lakes and rivers. Point them 
out on the map. Describe the cli¬ 
mate of Newfoundland. The soil 
and products. The minerals. From 
what does Newfou d derive its 




importance? What is 3aid of the 
fisheries? Who carry them on? 
Of the banks of Newfoundland? 
Of the seal-fishery ? What financial 
statistics are given ? What are the 
chief markets for fish? What i3 
said of the government? Of the 
religions? Describe the chief towns. 
Point them out on the map. Where 
'are they situated ? 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Area, 315,000 square miles; population, about 55,000 ; greatest extent 
from north to south, 760 miles; and from east to west, including 
Vancouver Island, 570 miles. 

Vancouver Island, greatest length, 275 miles, greatest breadth, 90 miles. 


Capital, Victoria. 

British Columbia is the most western province of the 
Dominion, and consists of Vancouver Island, and the mainland, 
or British Columbia proper, which were formerly two separate 
provinces. 

It is bounded on the North by the parallel of 60° N. ; on 
the East by the meridian of 120° W. to lat. 54°, and the Rocky 
Mountains ; on the South by the parallel of 49° (the boundary 
of the United States), the Gulf of Georgia , and Juan de Fuca 
Strait; and on the West by the Pacific Ocean , 

The surface of British Columbia is in general mountainous, 
and intersected by numerous rivers and lakes. The Rocky 
Mountains, which form the eastern boundary, extend from 
noith to south in two parallel chains, the eastern being the 
main and most important, containing the highest peaks iq 
the whole range, Mount Brown (16,000 feet), Mounts Hooker 
and Murchison (each 15,700 feet), besides others but little short 
of them in elevation. Parallel to the main chains there are 
other smaller ranges, as the Gold and Selkiilc ranges, enclosing 
the upper courses of the Columbia and Fraser Rivers, and ths 
Peak Mountains, enclosing the upper course of the Finlay River. 
The principal passes across the Rocky Mountains are the Koo - 
tanie , Vermilion , and Yellow Head or Leather Passes, the 
latter being the route of the projected Canadian Pacific Railway, 

On the west, the Cascade Range extends northwards from the 
mouth of the Fraser River to Alaska, close along the Pacific 
coast, and occupies from 60 to 100 miles in breadth. Some of 
the summits of this range attain an altitude of 10,000 feet. The 
most valuable part of the country lies between the Rocky 
Mountains and the Cascade Range, forming an elevated table¬ 
land varying from 1000 to 3500 feet in height, through which 
the Fraser River flows. 

The rivers and lakes of British Columbia are numerous, but 
of little importance for navigation. The Fraser River rhes in 
the main chain of the Rocky Mountains, and, flowing north, 
passes through a gap in the lesser chain, where it is joined by 
its northern branch, then, following a southern course, receives 
the Neehaco, Quesnel, Chilcoten , and Thompson Rivers , and 
flows into the Gulf of Georgia by three mouths, after a course of 
740 miles. It is navigable for small steamers to Yale, a distance 
of 100 miles from its mouth, but the numerous rapids above that 
point render navigation almost impossible. The Peace River , 
and its northern branch the Finlay River, rise in the northern 
part, also between the Rocky Mountain chains, and flow east¬ 
ward to form the Mackenzie River . Further north are the 


Exercises on the Map—Newfoundland (see Dominion).— Give 
the latitude of Newfoundland. The longitude. How is Newfoundland 
separated from Labrador? Which is the nearest point to Cape Breton ? 
Yi hat is the extreme north point called ? What island is near it ? What 


is the south-eastern point called ? What gulf is on the west ? What 
islands are south of Newfoundland ? What island is between New¬ 
foundland and Cape Breton ? In what direction from St John’s is 
Ilarbor Grace ? Carbonnear? Placentia? Halifax. N.3. ? 
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Skeena or Simpson, and Stickcen, flowing into the Pacific, and the 
Liard flowing into the Mackenzie River. The Columbia River, 
the most important on the Pacific coast, rises in the southern 
part of the Rocky Mountain ranges in British Columbia, then, 
like the Fraser, first flowing northwards, bends to the south¬ 
ward, and after receiving the Kootanie River, flows through 
Washington Territory in the United States into the Pacific 
Ocean, after a course of about 1200 miles. The lakes are 
numerous, but of little importance. 

The coastline of British Columbia is much broken, with 
numerous islands, bays, and deep inlets, and it is remaikable 
that while from San Francisco to Cape Flattery, a distance of 
700 miles, there is not a single harbor on the coast, in British 
Columbia and Vancouver Island harbors are numerous and ex¬ 
cellent. The islands are disposed chiefly in two groups, the more 
southerly, of which Vancouver Island is the principal, separated 
from the mainland by Juan de Fuca Strait , the Gulf of Georgia, 
and Queen Charlotte Sound; and the other, about 200 miles to 
the north-west, called the Queen Charlotte Islands, separ¬ 
ated from the mainland by Vancouver Strait. The other 
islands to the north belong to the United States, as part of the 
territory of Alaska. The principal inlets are Burrard Inlet , 
Howe Sound, Jervis, Bute find Knight Inlets, Bentinck Aim, 
Gardners Channel , Port Essington, Portland and Observatory 
Inlets, in the mainland ; Quatsino, Nootka , aud Barclay Sounds, 
in the west coast of Vancouver Island; and the harbors of 
Esquimau, Victoria , and Nanaimo , in the south and east of 
Vancouver Island. 

The climate of British Columbia is temperate, and much 
warmer than in the same latitude on the east coast of the con¬ 
tinent. Between the Cascade range and the Rocky Mountains 
it is very dry, but on the coast and in the islands it is more 
moist. On the islands the fig will ripen in the open air, and 
even in winter the climate is very mild. 

. The soil is in general fertile, and well adapted for agriculture 
and pasturage, although as yet but little progress has been made 
in cultivation. Along the western slopes of the Cascade Moun¬ 
tains are magnificent forests of Douglas pine, and the inlands 
are also densely wooded. 

British Columbia first derived its importance from the rich and 
extensive gold discoveries which were made in 1858, principally 
along the course of the Fraser River and its tributaries. The 
gold-fields have not, however, been found so productive as was 
at first anticipated, and for some years neither the population 
nor the resources of the country have materially increased. 
Silver, lead, and copper are also found. Excellent coal is 
found both on the mainland and on the islands, and is worked 
in Vancouver Island. Marble and building-stone are also found, 
and are exported to the United States. 

The chief exports are gold, coal, lumber, furs, and fish, 
amounting to about 2,000,000 dols. annually. The imports 
amount to about the same. 

Previous to the year 1858, the whole country was in the posses¬ 
sion of the Hudson Bay Compauv. In that year British Columbia 
and Vancouver Island were formed into Crown colonies, each hav¬ 
ing a Governor and Legislature of its own. In 1866 a legislative 
union was effected, under the name of British Columbia, in com¬ 
pliance with the wishes of the people ; and in 1871 British Co¬ 
lumbia became one of the provinces of the Dominion of Canada. 


Exercises on the Map—British Columbia (see Dominion). —How 
is British Columbia separated from the North-West Territory ? Uow is 
the mainland separated from Vancouver Island ? What part of the 
United States lies to the north-west of British Columbia? What rivers 


The Legislature consists of a Lieutenant-Governor, appointed 
by the Governor-General, a Legislative Council of 4 members, 
and a Legislative Assembly of 25 members, elected by the people 
for a term of four years. The province is represented in the 
Dominion Parliament by 3 senators, and 6 members of the 
House of Commons. 


It is divided into 12 districts for electoral purposes :— 


Vancouver Island:— 
Victoria City. 
Esquimalt. 
Saanich. 
Cowichan. 
Nanaimo. 

Comox. 


On the mainland :— 

New Westminster City. 
New Westminster District. 
Yale and Lytton. 

Lillooett and Clinton. 
Kootenai. 

Cariboo. 


The population has been very fluctuating, but is estimated at; 
about 15,000 whites and about 40,000 Indians and Chinese* 
Education is liberally provided for, free schools being established 
whenever there are a dozen children to attend them. Roads 
which have lately been built, a railway now in course of construc¬ 
tion from Esquimalt to Nanaimo, and the Canadian k Pacific* 
Railway, which will be pushed on rapidly, will, without doubt,, 
give a vast impetus to the progress of the province. 

Victoria, the capital, is situated in the south of Vancouver 
Island, and possesses an excellent harbor. It is well laid out, and 
carries on the principal trade of the province. At Nanaimo , Van¬ 
couver Island, are valuable coal-mines. Esquimalt possesses a 
magnificent harbor, and is Her Majesty’s Naval Station. 

New Westminster, the former capital, is beautifully situated 
on the north bank of the Fraser River, about 15 miles from the 
Gulf, and carries on the principal local trade .of the mainland* 


The other settlements are small, and are chiefly situated on the 
Fraser River. 


What is the area of British Co- lumbia. Trace their courses oi* 
lumbia? The population ? Extent ? the map. Describe the coast-line. 
What is the extent of Vancouver Name the principal islands. The- 
Island? What is the capital of principal straits and gulfs. The 
British Columbia? What does it principal inlets. Describe the 
comprise ? How is it bounded ? climate. IIow did British Co- 
Describe the surface. Name the lumbia first derive its importance ? 
principal mountain ranges. Point What minerals are found ? What 
them out on the map. Name the is said of the exports and imports? 1 
principal passes through the Rocky j What is said of the history of British 
Mountains. Describe the Cascade Columbia ? Ilow is the govern- 
range. Where is the most valuable ment composed? How is British 
part of the country situated ? Name Columbia divided ? What is said of 
the principal rivers of British Co-, the inhabitants ? Of the railways ?• 


MANITOBA. 

Area, 14,340 square miles; population, 20,00<\ being nearly three- 
fourths of a square mile to each inhabitant; length from east to 
west, 136 miles; width from north to south, 104 miles. 

Capital, Winnipeg. 

The Province of Manitoba (formerly the Red Ri'er Settle¬ 
ment) is the smallest of all the provinces, and forms an oblong 
square, lying between the United States on the south, and Lakes 
Winnipeg and Manitoba on the north, and extending east and west 
between the ninety-sixth and ninety-ninth degrees of longitude. 

It is intersected from south to north by the Red River y 
which, rising in Minnesota, near the sources of the Missis¬ 
sippi, and flowing nearly due Dorth, crosses the boundary 
between the two countries, and falls into Lake Winnipeg, after 
a course of about 700 miles. It is also partially intersected 
from west to east by the Assiniboine River, which flows into- 
the Red River at Winnipeg. About one-third of the province- 


flow Into the Pacific Ocean ? On what river is New Westminster situated) 
Wb*t is the northern point ot Vancouver Island called? What groups o t 
islands lie to the N. W. of Vancouver Is. ? What towns in Vancouver Is. 
are on the Gulf of Georgia? What island lies to the W. of Vancouver Is.? 
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lies east of the Red River; the other two-thirds west of it, includ¬ 
ing a small part of the southern end of Lake Manitoba, from which 
the province takes its name. Lakes Winnipeg and Manitoba, 
only the southern ends of which are in Manitoba, are of consider¬ 
able size, the first being 280 miles long, and the latter 110. 

The country is chiefly one vast prairie covered with grass, 
with scarcely a tree except on the banks of the rivers The 
climate resembles that of Ontario, and the soil is very fertile, 
producing wheat and other grains in abundance, though hitherto 
the want of a market for their surplus productions has fettered 
the enterprise of the settlers. The construction of the Canadian 
Pacific Rail way and telegraph, which is stipulated to be completed 
by the year 1890, from Lake Superior to the Pacific, will doubtless 
so stimulate immigration as to secure a valuable home market. 
In the spring and fall, buffalo-hunting gives employment to a 
large portion of the Indian and half-breed population, and a lar^e 
trade in furs and skins is carried on. 

Before Manitoba became a province of the Dominion (1870) 
the Population consisted chiefly of Indians and French and 
English half-breeds. Since then, settlers have poured in from 
the older provinces, and there are now nearly 10,000,000 acres 
of land surveyed for settlement. One-sixth of the land is 
reserved for the half-breeds, chiefly on the banks of Red River. 

The government of Manitoba is administered by a Lieutenant- 
Governor with an Executive Council, a Legislative Council 
° 7 members, and a Legislative Assembly of 24 members 
-elected by the people. They also elect 2 members for the 
benate, and 4 members for the House of Commons, as their 
proportion of representatives in the Dominion Parliament 

Winnipeg (or Fort Garry , as the Hudson Bay post is called) 
the capita^, is situated at the junction of the Assiniboine with 
the Red River. It is the seat of government, and is rapidly 
becoming a place of importance. 

is * he area of Manitoba ? improve the country ? What is the 
Population ? Extent ? Capital? employmentof many of the inhabit 
r fZ' S M f nit0> f sit , uated ? What ants ? How is the 
rivers intersect it? Trace the posed? WhatreseVvltion is made 
course of Red River? Of the As- lor the half-breeds? How is the go- 

simbome ? Describe the lakes, j vernment composed ? What nam 

dueu' be ww ® ou . nt 7\ ,P ro - ber ? are elected to the Dominion 
ducts. What project is likely to Parliament ? describe Winnipeg. 

NORTH-WEST TERRITORY and DISTRICT of KEWATIN. 

Area, 2,600,000 square miles ; population, about 150,000 : greatest extent 
from east to west, 3200 miles ; and from north to southf 1400 miles 
The North-West Territory is bounded on the North by the 
Arctic Ocean; on the West by the Pacific Ocean and British 
Columbia; on the South by British Columbia, the United States 
Ontario and Quebec; nd on the East by the Atlantic Ocean. ‘ 
The North-West Territory, up to the year 1870, was in the 
possession of a large trading company, called the Hudson Bay 
Company. With the exception of British Columbia, which 
was formed into a separate province in 1858, they held all the 
tract of land extending from Labrador to the Pacific, and from the 
former province of Canada and the United States to the Arctic 
Ocean. They received the charter, granting them the exclusive 
right to the greater part of this territory, from Charles II. in 
1670, the remainder having been leased from the Crown. 

iJjq ^Y^ 11 ^ Ct ^ f the Im P eriai Parliament, passed in 
1869, and which took effect in 1870, all this immense territory 
was, on certain conditions (including the payment of £300 000 
sterling to the Hudson Bay Company), transferred to the Do- 

west? What is tile nearest town in the United States on the Red 


minion of Canada for purposes of colonization. In 1876, by Act of 
Parliament, the District of Kewatin was formed from the North- 
VVest lerntory. It extends from the western boundary of On- 
tano west to the Province of Manitoba and the eastern shore of 
Lake Winmpegosis, and north to Hudson Bay. It is under the 
jurisdiction of the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba. 

The surface of this vast country is much diversified by ranges 
of small hills, rivers, numerous lakes, and marshy tracts. The 
great chain of the Rocky Mountains, on the west, extends 
across the Territory from the Arctic Ocean southwards into the 
United States; but the general slope of the country is in a 
northerly direction towards the Arctic Ocean and Hudson Bay 
Hudson Bay from which the Territory formerly derived its 
name is a large Pnland sea, with numerous but barren and desolate 
islands at its mouth, and connected with the Atlantic by Hudson 
Strait. Around it, as well as its southern extremity, James Bay 
there ls an extensive plain, bounded by ranges of low but rugged 
hills, nearly parallel with the shore. On the east are the Wotchish 
Mountains, which run from north-east to south-west. From this 
range a ridge of more or less elevation extends, first due west and 
then north-west, until it meets the Laurentide chain of Canada, 
north of Lake Superior, and forms the watershed which divides 
the rivers of Canada from those flowing into Hudson Bay. From 
the Rocky Mountains two small ranges extend in an easterly 
direction, enclosing the fertile valley of the Saskatchewan 
The most remarkable feature of the Territory is the exten¬ 
sive chain of lakes, forming an almost unbroken line of com¬ 
munication from the head of Lake Superior to the Arctic 
Ocean. The more northern of these are drained by the rivers ’ 
flowing mto the Arctic Ocean ; the more southern, by those 
flowing into Hudson Bay. The principal are_ 

f J h n Lake °P^ Wo °^ Winnipeg, Winmpegosis, Manitoba Wollas- 
f tAad<uca ’ Great Slave, and Great Bear Lakes, in the west • 
and Abbitxbe and Mistassini in the east. 6 We C * 

The North-West Territory is well watered, containing a lar<r 0 
number of mere, the principal of which is the Mackenzie River 
formed by the junction of the Athabasca and Peace Rivers, which 
rise near the highest summits of the Rocky Mountains, and unite 
a little north of Athabasca Lake, through the west endof which the 
Athabasca River flows. After the j unction the river flows through 
Great Slave Lake, drains Great Bear Lake, and after a course of 
2160 miles, enters the Arctic Ocean by a number of mouths It 
is navigable for more than 1200 miles, but being frozen for the 
greater part of the year, can never be of much service for com¬ 
merce. The other principal rivers are the Coppermine and Back 
iJtrers flowmg into the Arctic Ocean ; the Saskatchewan, north 
and south branches, and Red Rivers, flowing into Lake Winnipeg 
and thence by the Nelson to Hudson Bay. The Saskatchewan 
is navigable for boats for upwards of 700 miles; the Red River 
rises in the United States, nearly interlocking with the Missis 
sippi, and receives the Assiniboine on the west bank ; it is navig¬ 
able for light-draught steamboats for upwards of300 miles. The 
Churchill, draining Lake Winnipeg, and Severn Rivers, besides 
numerous smaller streams, flow into Hudson Bay, and the 
Albany, East Main, and other rivers flow into James Bav. 

^j e , c . limate an ^ soii tlie North-West Territory may be 
divided into two distinct regions. The smallest, extending from 
the Lake of the Woods along the valleys of the Assiniboine and 
Saskatchewan to the Rocky Mountains, enjoys a climate equal to 

?il Cr ' What isthe 80uth ern boundary of Manitoba ? What river draim 
Lake Winnipeg: into Hudson Bay ? IIow is Winnipeg situated ? In what 
directionfrom Winnipeg is Pembina? Toronto? Quebec? Fort Wil 
luau? Where does Red River rise? In what directiondoe. it flow f 
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NORTH AMERICA. 




that of Ontario, although so much farther north, but with rather 
greater extremes of heat and cold. This temperate region is up¬ 
wards of 100 miles in breadth in Manitoba, but three times that 
breadth near the Rocky Mountains, and is capable of producing 
the same cereals as Ontario. It is also admirably adapted for 
pasture; the great prairies, even as far north as Lake Athabasca, 
furnish abundance of nutritious grasses, and are frequented by 
vast herds of buffalo even in winter. The other region lies 
north and east of this. It is cold, bleak, and barren, except along 
the Mackenzie River, which is well wooded. In the Saskat¬ 
chewan valley iron and coal abound, and gold is found. Coal, 
copper, and lead are found also as far as the Arctic Ocean. 

The Hudson Bay Company have upwards of fifty forts scattered 
ever various parts of the country for the purpose of collecting 
furs, which forms their chief trade. The principal are Fort 
Oarry and Stone Fort , in Manitoba; York Fort , on the shore 
of Hudson Bay; Moose Fort , on James Bay; Carlton House 
and Fort Edmonton , on the Saskatchewan River, and Fort 
Simpson, on the Mackenzie. The Coinpany employs about 3000 
persons. The population of the whole of this vast country does 
not amount to more than 150,000, composed, to a great extent, 
of'half-breeds and Indians. 

The government of the Hudson Bay Company is in the hands 
of a Governor and Council in England, and the trade is managed 
by the resident chief traders and chief factors, the latter hold¬ 
ing the highest posts in the service. Some of the principal forts 
or posts have a complement of thirty or forty men, but most of 
them have only about four or five. Vessels generally arrive at 
and leave York and Moose Forts once a year, for the transport 
of goods betweej the territory and England. The Indians 
inhabiting the country are the Crees round Hudson Bay, and 
the Seaukeaux farther in the interior, both inoffensive tribes, 
subsisting by trapping and fishing; and farther west, in the 
vast prairies, are the more warlike Blackfeet and other tribes 
living on the produce of the chase. In the more northern dis¬ 
tricts are the Chippewayan and Esquimaux Indians. 

Until 1875, the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba, assisted 
by a Council appointed by the Governor-General of Canada, 
constituted the Legislature and administrators of the North- 
West Territory; but a law then passed, “to amend and con¬ 
solidate the laws respecting the North-West Territories," 
provides for the appointment of a Lieutenant-Governor, three 
stipendiary magistrates, and a Legislative Council, to which 
members may be elected from a district of 1000 square miles, 
when it contains 1000 civilized residents. The sale of intoxi¬ 


cating liquors is prohibited in the North-West Territory. 


What is the area of the North- 
West Territory ? Population? Ex¬ 
tent? How is it bounded ? To whom 
did the Territory belong? From 
whom did the Company receive the 
Territory? How was it ceded to 
Canada? Describe the surface of 
the country. Describe Hudson 
Day. The mountains and hills. 
Trace them on the map. What is 
a remarkable feature of the coun¬ 
try? Name the principal lakes. 
Point them out on the map. De- 


Jftfce the principal rivers. Trace 
them on the map. Describe the 
climate and soil. How may the 
country be divided ? Describe the 
regions into which it may,be di¬ 
vided. Trace them on the map. 
What is said of the forts of the 
Company? Name the principal. 
Point them out on the map. What 
is said of the people? What is 
said of the Hudson Bay Company? 
Of the Indians ? How is the Ter¬ 
ritory governed l 


THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 

The Arctic Regions extend from Davis Strait on the east, 
to Behring Strait on the west, along the shores aud in the 
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waters of the Arctic Ocean. They comprise numerous islands, 
peninsulas, gulfs, bays, sounds, and straits, and are chiefly 
interesting as having been the scene of numerous brave and 
determined attempts to find a highway to the west by means 
of the Arctic Ocean. No practical benefit has resulted from 
these expeditions, as the seas are sometimes ice-bound for years, 
or else filled with enormous icebergs. That a passage does exist 
was definitely discovered by M'Clure in 1850-51, when he found 
that Barrow and Banks (or M'Clure) Straits unite in Melville 
Sound. The Arctic Ocean is much more open on the west than 
on the east, and from Banks Strait navigation is uninterrupted 
by islands as far as Behring Strait, but the sea is almost con¬ 
tinually filled with ice. 

The most important expeditions have been sent out by the 
British Government during this century, and several also from 
the United States. The mos" interesting, and also the most 
unfortunate, was that of Sir John Franklin, which sailed in 
1845, and the fate of which was long unknown. No less than 
twenty-seven expeditions were sent out in search of him, with 
but little success, until, in 1854, the remains of several men and 
articles belonging to his expedition were discovered by Dr Rae 
in King William Land, and some years later other remains were 
found by Captain M‘Clintock and others, proving conclusively 
that the whole party had miserably perished. 

On the Coppermine and Back or Great Fish Rivers extensive 
beds of coal have been found, but they are not likely to be worked 
until those of more temperate latitudes are quite exhausted. 


Where do the Arctic regions ex¬ 
tend ? What do they comprise ? 
For what are they interesting? 
What is said of the expeditions? 
What has been discovered ? What 


is said of the western part of the 
Arctic Ocean ? What is said of the 
most important expeditions? Of 
Sir John Franklin? What is said 
of minerals ? 


UNITED STATES. 

Area, 3,600,000 square miles ; population, 39,000,000 ; persons to square 
mile, 11 ; greatest extent from north to south, 1600 miles, aud 
from east to west, 2700 miles ; about the same size as British North 
America. 

Capital, Washington. 

The United States of America are bounded on the 
North,—with the exception of the newly-acquired terri¬ 
tory of Alaska, which lies to the north-west of British 
Columbia,—by the Dominion of Canada ; on the West 
by the Pacific Ocean ; on the South by Mexico and the 
Gulf of Mexico; and on the East by the Atlantic Ocean. 

They comprise thirty-eight states, one federal district, and 
ten territories, united under one central government. 

Two great mountain chains, the Rocky Mountains on the 
west, and the Alleghany Mountains or Appalachian chain on 
the east, divide the country into three regions: the Atlantic 
slope from the Alleghanies to the Atlantic Ocean; the Great 
Central Plain, or valley of the Mississippi; and the vast plain 
or plateau between the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific coast. 

The Rocky Mountains form the principal chain, extending 
from near the Arctic Circle to the Cordilleras of Mexico. They 
occupy from 40 to 200 miles in breadth. Their highest sum¬ 
mits in the United States are Fremont’s Peak, 13,600 feet, and 
James’s Peak, 11,500 feet high. Along the Pacific coast are 
several chains of mountains, some peaks rising even higher than 


Exercises on thr. - Iah—North-West Territory (see Dominion).— 
What strait connects Hudson Bay with the Atlantic Ocean ? What large 
island is at the mouth of Hudson Bay ? What is the southern extremity 
of Hudson Bay called? What rivers flow into Hudson Bay from the 


west? From the east? What rivers flow into James Bay ? Into the Arctie 
Ocean ? What river rises in British Columbia and flows into Lake Atha¬ 
basca ? Where does the Saskatchewan rise ? Into what lake does it flow ? 
I What large river rises iu the N.-W. Territory and flows into Alaska? 
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the Rocky Mountains. They are the Coast Range and the 
parallel range of the Sierra Nevada, enclosing Sacramento 
Valley, the gold region of California; and the Cascade Range 
in Oregon, extending through British Columbia into Alaska 
irith the towering peaks Baker, Hood, Jefferson, St Helen , Ac., 
each rising nearly 15,000 feet; while Mount St Elias in Alaska 
attains an altitude of 15,000 feet. 

The A lleghany Mountains extend from the peninsula of Gaspd 
m Canada, to the north of Alabama, and are known by different 
names, according to the States which they traverse (p. 11). The 

hlg ??AnA eakS are in tke White Mountains ; but they seldom ex 
ceed 5000 feet, and are generally not more than 3000 feet high. 

Ihe United States are particularly noted for their numerous 
and important rivers, and no country in the world possesses 
such an extent of water communication. The estimated length 
of the navigable rivers is more than 47,000 miles. 

The Mississippi rises in Lake Itasca, in Minnesota, near Lake 
bupenor and receives as affluents the Wisconsin, Illinois, and 
Ohio »(with its affluents the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers), 
on the east bank; the Missouri (with its affluent the Platte) 
the Arkansas and Red Rivers, on the west bank ; and flows into 

qiLm of ^ exico b 7 a numb er of mouths, after a course of 
dlbO mdes. Ihe course of the Missouri is even longer than that 
of the Mississippi, being over 3000 miles before joining the 
latter, or about 4500 miles in all, thus forming the longest 
river in the world. All these rivers are navigable throughout 
the greater part of their course, either by steamboats (for the 
great size and light draught of w hich the Mississippi is famous), 
or by flat-boats, which bring the produce of the Northern States 
down to New Orleans. 

,, Bra ? 08 * Colorado (in Texas), and Rio Grande del Norte, 

the latter forming the boundary between the United Srates and 
Mexico, flow into the Gulf of Mexico west of the Mississippi ; 
and the Alabama and other rivers east of it. 

The Penobscot , Connecticut , Hudson , Delaware, Susquehanna , 
Potomac, James, Roanoke, and Savannah, besides numerous 
other smaller and less important rivers, flow into the Atlantic. 

The Colorado (another river of the same name) flows into 
the Gulf of California; and the Sacramento and Columbia 
Rivers flow into the Pacific Ocean. 

r V ie u r l &t La , keS ° f Canada a11 ad J‘ oi n the United States, 
Lake Michigan being entirely within their territory; besides 
these me Lakes Champlain aud George, numerous smaller lakes 
m ]\ew York Minnesota, and other States, and the Great Salt 
Lake m Utah. 

The coast-line of the United States is very little broken, but 
along the Atlantic coast are numerous small islands and sand- 
banks Long Island, Rhode Island ., Nantucket , and a few fc mall 
islands adjoining, being the principal. 

The bajs are chiefly the mouths of the rivers. 


NORTH AMERICA* 


The pi'incipal Bays , 
On the east coast, Penobscot and 
Massachusetts Bays, Long Island 
Sound, Delaware and Chesapeake 
Bays, Pamlico and Albemarle 
bounds, Strait of Florida, Appala- 

The principal 
On the east coast, A nn, Cod Mon- 
tauk Point, May, Charles, Henry, 
Hatter as, Sable, and St Bias. 


Straits, dec ., are :— 

chit Bay, and Galveston and Mata¬ 
gorda Bays. 

On the west coast are San Fran- 
cjsco and Columbia Bays. Juan de 
rucaStrait, and Admiralty Inlet. 

Capes are :— 

On the west coast are Point 
Conception, Mendocino, Blanco . 
and Flattery . 


Exercises on the Map- United States.— IIow are the United «u n to Q 
separated from Ontario? From the North-We*t^ T-rUorv? F?om 
^t ? C °WhJ hat I' eninsula into the Atlantic from the torn” 

».t? What pemn,uia extends into the Pacific from the south-atet ? 


As the territory occupied by the United States extends over 
of latitude, or a distance of about 1600 miles from north 
south, the climate varies very much with the locality It 
temperate in the north, and hot in the south. Along the south¬ 
eastern coast are numerous large swamps, and the rivers are 
sluggish in their course, rendering the climate very unhealthy 
or the white population. In the interior it is hot, but more 
healthy. On the Pacific coast, owing to their proximity to the 
sea, the mountains intercept the rain-clouds, and the country to 
the west of the Coast Range suffers very much from drouth. 

ihe soil is in general rich and productive, especially in th 
Great Central Plain or Mississippi Valley. In the nortb-eastei 
States it is more rocky and barren, but everywhere well cult 
valed. On both sides of the Rocky Mountains, but more esp, 
cially on the high plateau between that ra'.ge and O.iliforni, 
are arid desert tracts of country. In the Great Central Plai 
almost all the country west of the Ohio River consists of va 
prairies covered with tall grass, and easily cultivated, but wit 
lntle timber. In the Northern and Western States grain is th. 
chief production, principally wheat and Indian-corn. Cattle 
are also extensively reared. In the Middle States, tobacco and 
Indiaii-cotn are the staples, and in the Southern States, cotton 
sugar, and rice. * 

Gold, silver, iron, copper, lead, quicksilver, and coal are 
•*L dl *! g^at abundance: gold, silver, and quicksilver chiefly 
in California and Nevada; iron, coal, and petroleum in the 
western parts of Pennsylvania, in Virginia, and also in Ohio * 
and copper and lead in Michigan and Wisconsin. 

The Western States so called, or those occupying the northern 
part of the Great Central Plain, are the chief sources of the sup. 
plies of the South and East; the Mississippi forming the great 
channel of communication for the exchange of thegrain and cattle 
ol the North for the sugar, cotton, and other products of the South. 

The United States have been peopled principally by settlers 
from Great Britain and Ireland, and from Germany, although 
the native-born population, descended from the earlier settlers, 
now largely predominates. ^ 

The form of government is a Federal Republic. 

Each State is a separate Republic, makes its own laws pos¬ 
sesses exclusive control oi all local interests, and is governed by 
a Governor Senate, and House of Representatives, ail elected 
by the people. * u 

The General Government regulates all affairs relating to 
commerce, the defence and general interests of the country 
It consists of a President, Vice-President, and a Congress, con¬ 
sisting of a Senate and House of Representatives. 

The President and Vice-Pi esident are chosen every four years 
by electors chosen by the people, each State being entitled to 
as many electors as it has members of Congress. 

Tha Senate is composed of two members from each State 
chosen by its Legislature for a term of six years. 

Ihe representatives of the people are chosen every two years 
each State being entitled to one member for every 137 «r»0 nf 
its inhabitants. ' 

The Territories of the United States are under the direct 
control of the General Government, until they have a suffi¬ 
ciently iarge population to entitle them to representation iu 
Congress, when they are formed into separate S.ates, and ar* 
entitled to the same privileges as the others. 


What islands are near Florida ? What large gulf lies to the nf .v. 
C.fc. ? How is it nearly enclosed ? What large rivers flow into vrfi 

pH 'fie X." °V be r Un, \ ed * tates flow int <> aSc Occam lL‘othe 
Pacific Ocean l Into the Gull of California? da * m*o the 
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Tork P New ^ Is,and > Connecticut, nZ 

) JNew Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delawarp Marriomi v 

«.nia North and South Cafolinas anrJeoreia Thrn’ r' 
tion then only amounted to 3,000,000. P PU * 

ofthl^n ^ teljr “®S ro slavery existed in all the Southern States 
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in ISfil mJ l ““ the acoesslon President Lincoln, early 
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to 400,000,000 dole their import °T~ n ex P nrts now amount 




eastern states. 

called* lZZt TATE9> ° r lNeW Eng,and ' as ‘hey are sometime* 


States. 
Maine, . 

New Hampshire, 
Vermont^ 
Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, 


Chief Towns. 


viiiei lOWTis. 

Augusta. Portland, Bangor 
§£““5’. Portsmouth, Manchester. 

«r^wsa, 

^ Newhaven, Bridgeport. 


There is no established religion in the United Sut* Q * 
denomination posspasino- «o„«i V emted states, every 

Middle, Southern, U and a Weelern1tate? r he8dS ° f E ^ rD ’ 


fi the area of the United 

CanSl ? 1 i°i PUlati ° D ? Extent ? Size ? 
SyiJ* f , H ° W are th e United States 
bounded? Point out the boundaries 
cn the map. What do the United 
States comprise ? Name the princi¬ 
pal mountain chains. How do they 
Jj!i e country? Describe the 
of r k hl M p Unt « ainS - Th e Mountains 
of the Pacific. The Alleghany 
Mountains. Trace them on the 
map. For what are the United 

ofth?v? tedf : Describe the course 
of the Mississippi Trace it on the 

? p - £* me ^e other principal 
nyers. M here do they rise ? Where 
«n h Gy fl0W ? Trace their courses 
or wl map - W hat lakes are in 
or border on, the United States v 
Descrtbe the coast line. Name the 
principal bays, straits, Ac. Where 

on e theman at N ? P * nt them St 

U^Ztes'*? 

Point them out ou the map. ^ 


£ b p th * ehmate of the United 
® eS( : r, he the soil. What 
are the principal products ? W T hat 
are the principal minerals, and 
where are they found? What is 

what 0 ^ W w. ter . n States? For 
what is the Mississippi useful? 
How have the United States been 
peopied? Describe the form of 
government of the States The 
General Government. What is the 
position of the Territories of the 
States d w S h ate w ? - Pescril>e the United 
instRuUnn 11 Bntlsh Colonies. What 
institution was peculiar to the 
Southern states? What has been 

the result of the late civil war? 
What is the amount of the com 
Z rC « United States C °Of 

inisnH* b ^ Ar< : the r me aos Of 

inland communication extensive ? 

M hat is the state of religion and 
education in the country? How 

1S ., ?K Ch o State div ^ed? How are 
all the States classed ? 


Exercises on the Mad tt « 

Which States horaer ou 


=pptiSSSK 

and th* nrjL.v nr . 1 ° een Mountains in Vermont 

pasture.* * lS ’ eSpemI17 “ Wable for 
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were onginally settled by the “ Pilgrims/’or ‘‘Pu^Hans ’’ 7 
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importance, and carries on a large lumber trade. 

its 

”t t r Pati ° nS ° f the « agriculture and 
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tailr wh'tch affo !? ,and n tate ’ int<>rsected fc y the Green Moun- 
tains, wh.ch afford excellent and abundant pasture to large 

herds of cattle. Between Vermont and New York States lil 
Lake Champlain, which, with Lake George, i. celebrated for it. 

in the 11 c S r D *7’ *“ d f ° r haTing been the scene of taany tatties 
m the colon,al fmes, between the French aod English 
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During the Revolutionary war, also, Vermont was often a scene 

of strife. , .... 

Montpelier is the capital. Middlebu.ry and Burlington pos- 

Bess colleges. . . a 

Massachusetts is the richest and most populous of the 
Eastern States, and the most important State in the Unioni for 
manufactures, chiefly consisting of cotton, woollen, and leather 
roods. 

The surface is hilly, and the soil rocky and poor, but care- 

fully cultivated. ... . . 

The coast is very irregular; a sem.c.rcnlar peninsula, ter- 
ruinated by Cape Cod, extends from the south east into the 
Atlantic. The islands of Nantucket and Marthas Vineyard 
lie to the south of this peninsula. The State possesses many fine 
harbors, and carries on the principal part of the American cod- 
fishery on the Banks of^wfoundland, as well as the whale- 
fisliery. 

Boston (250,000), the capital, is an elegant city, situated on 
a peninsula at the bead of Massachusetts Bay. It possesses, 
next to New York, the largest shipping trade of any city in the 
United States, and carries on extensive manufactures, especially 
in boots and shoes. 

Lowell (41,C00), Springfield (26.700), Lynn (28,^00), Fall 
River (26,700), and Worcester (41,000), are large and important 
manufacturing towns, producing chiefly cotton and woollen goods, 
and boots and shoes. Marblehead is the chief port for the 
American cod-fishery, and New Bedford (21,300) and Nantucket 
for the whale-fishery. Cambridge (39,600), near Boston, is the 
Beat of Harvard University. At Plymouth the “Pilgrims 
made their first landing in 1620. 

Rhode Island, so called from the island of that name m 
Narragansett Bay, is the smallest State in the Union, but, 
compared with its population, carries on more extensive manu¬ 
factures, chiefly woollen and cotton, than any other State. 

Its surface is rocky, and soil poor, but industriously culti- 
vated. 

Providence (69,000), the capital, is situated at the head of 
Narragansett Bay, and is the chief centre of the manufactures. 
Newport , on Rhode Island, is a favorite summer retreat for 
sea-bathing and beautiful scenery. 

Connecticut is situated on the north side of Long Island 
Sound. The country is hilly, but the soil very fertile, espe¬ 
cially in the valley of the Connecticut River. It carries on 
various and extensive manufactures, especially of clocks, cot¬ 
tons, woollens, &c.; but agrieulture is the chief occupation of 
the inhabitants. Education receives more attention than in 
any of the other States. 

Hartford (37,000), the capital, is situated on the Connecticut 
River. It is a flourishing town, and is surrounded by a fertile 
country. New Haven (51,000) is a fine city, and is the seat of 
Yale College. New London and Bridgeport possess good har¬ 
bors, and a large amount of shipping. Norwich (16,600) is an 
important manufacturing town. 

Name the Eastern States, and I What river flows through them ? 
their chief towns. Where are they | Describe the coast line The clt- 
situated? Describe the country, mate. For what are the Eastern 
What are the principal mountains? | States noted ? How were they first 


settled ? Describe Maine. ITow is 
it bounded? What are the chief 
towns ? Where arc they situated ? 
Describe New Hampshire. How is 
it bounded? What are its chief 
towns ? Where are they situated ? 
Describe Vermont. How is it 
bounded? What are its chief 
towns? Where are they situated? 
Describe Massachusetts. How is 


it bounded ? Describe its coast and • 
islands. What are its chief towns ?a 
W here are they situated ? Describe 
Rhode Island. How is it situated ? 
What are its chief towns ? Where 
are they situated? Describe Con¬ 
necticut. How is it bounded? What 
are its chief towns? }Vhere are 
they situated ? For what are they 
noted ? 



MIDDLE STATES. 

The Middle States comprise — 


States. 

New York, . 

New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, . 
Maryland, . 

District of Columbia, 


Chief Towns: 

New York, Albany . Buffalo, Ac. 
Trenton . Newark, Patterson. 
Philadelphia, Harrisburg , Pittsburg. 
Wilmington, 

Baltircore, Annapolis . Hagarstown, Ae. 
Washington . 


Exercises on the Map—North-Eastern P fj , 

•into Penobscot Bay? In what State is it? In what State is the Hudson 
River ? What islands lie to the south of Massachusetts ? What is the ex¬ 
treme eastern point of Longlsland called ? Which are the principal cities 


The Alleghany Mountains extend through the eastern part 
of New York, under the name of the Catskill Mountains , and 
through Pennsylvania and Maryland into Virginia. The country 
is in general hilly on both sides of the mountains, with rich and 
fertile valleys, and abounding In valuable minerals. These 
States are watered by the principal rivers of the Atlantic slope; 
the Hudson , Delaware, Susquehanna , and Potomac. All these 
rivers enter the ocean by broad mouths/forming bays and ex¬ 
cellent harbors. The Susquehanna and Potomac flow into 
Chesapeake Bay. On the west side of the Alleghany Mountains, 
the Alleghany and Monongahela Rivers combine to form the 
Ohio. The climate is temperate, but warmer than in the 
Eastern States, especially in Maryland. 

New York is the most important State in the Union, not 
only in population, but also for commerce and public improve¬ 
ments. It is well watered by rivers, and large and extensive 
canals connect the Great Lakes with the Atlantic sea-board. 
The principal is the Erie Canal , from Lake Erie at Buffalo 
to Albany on the Hudson River. Important lines of railway 
connect with all the cities of the west. The soil is rich, and 
produces vast quantities of wheat, which firms the staple of the 

State. ...... 

The surface is much diversified by numerous beautiful lakes, 
amongst which are Gayuga, Seneca, Canandaigua , and Oneida. 
Lake Champlain lies between New York and Vermont. New 
York is separated from Ontario by Lakes Erie and Ontario , and 
by the Niagara and St Lawrence Rivers. 

It also comprises Long and Staten Islands , the principal 
islands on the Atlantic coast. 

The original settlers were the Dutch, principally in and around 
New York, then called New Amsterdam, and on the Hudson 
River as far as Albany. 

New York (942,000), the largest and most important city in 
the Union, is situated on Manhattan Island, at the junction of 
Hudson River and East River, a continuation of Long Island 
Sound. It contains, with Brooklyn and other suburbs situated 
on the opposite banks of the rivers, upwards of 1,500,000 in¬ 
habitants, and is the great centre of trade for the whole of the 
United States, about two-thirds of the whole foreign commerce 
passing through it. The city contains many fine buildings, and 

in the Eastern States on the Atlantic coast ? On Long Wand Sound ? On 

Connecticut River? On what bay is Boston situated? In whatdirection s 
Bo stem from Toronto ? Montreal? St John, N.B ? Portland ? How vs 
Connecticut separated from Long Is.? Which riverdrains L. Champlain! 
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is supplied with water by the Croton aqueduct. It has suffered 
much from fires; in 1835, 20,000,000 dollars’ worth of property 
was thus destroyed. Shipbuilding is extensively carried on 
and Brooklyn (396,000) contains a CJ.S. Navy Yard. 

Albany (76,000), the capital, is situated on the Hudson 
River, at the terminus of the Erie and Champlain Canals. It 
is an old and wealthy city. Buffalo (118,000), the largest city 
in the State next to New York, is situated on Lake Erie, and 
derives its importance from its extensive trade with the Western 
States. Rochester (62,000), with extensive flour-mills, Oswego 
(21,000), the terminus of the Oswego Canal on Lake Ontario, 
Sackelt’s Harbor and Ogdensburgh (10,000) carry on extensive 
rade with Canada and the Western States. West Point , on 
; he Hudson River, contains the Military Academy of the United 
States. Poughkeepsie (20,000), Hudson (8600), and Troy 
(46,000), also on the Hudson River, are towns of some impor¬ 
tance. Utica (28,800), Syracuse (43,000), and Auburn (17,200), 
are centres of fertile districts. 

^ew Jersey is situated on the Atlantic coast, extending from 
Delaware Bay to the Hudson River, and is separated from 
Pennsylvania by the Delaware River. Its surface is generally 
low and level, and its soil is good—fruit and vegetables being 
raised in immense quantities for the New York and Philadelphia 
markets. Numerous small islands of no importance skirt the 
coast, but it contains no harbors. It was the scene of many 
battles during the Revolutionary war. 

Trenton (22,800), near the lower falls of the Delaware, is the 
apital. Newark (105,000) and Paterson (33,500) are impor- 
nt manufacturing towns. Princeton contains two colleges, 
ersey City (82,500) is a suburb of the city of New York. 
Pennsylvania is the second State in the Union for population. 

J 13 an inland State, connected with the ocean by Delaware 
y. The Alleghany Mountains intersect it, rendering the sur- 
hilly. The soil is good, especially in the south, which is 
most populous part. Wheat is the staple. 

- nnsylvania derives its chief importance from its vast and 

ole coal and iron mines and petroleum wells. It was 
0 .nally settled by Quakers, under the direction of William 
Penn; a considerable proportion,^however, of the inhabitants 
jre of German origin, and still retain their mother tongue. 

Philadelphia (6/4,000), the largest city in the State, is built 
on a flat peninsula between the Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers, 
and is about 120 miles from the sea. It is the most regularly 
built city on the continent, all the streets being laid out at right 
angles. It contains many fine buildings and extensive water¬ 
works, and carries on a large shipping and inland trade. Har¬ 
risburg (23,000), on the Susquehanna, is the capital. Pittsburg 
(86,( 00) is situated on a peninsula between the Alleghany and 
Monongahela Rivers, which here join and form the Ohio River. 

It is at the head of steamboat navigation, is also situated in the 
centre of the coal and iron region, and has the most important 
iron manufactures in the United States. Reading (34,000) 
and Lancaster (20,000) are thriving towns, chiefly peopled by 
Germans. Pottsville and other towns derive their importance 
rom the adjacent coal-mines. Gettysburg was the scene of a 
great battle between the Northern and Southern forces in 1863 
Erie (19,600) is a considerable port on Lake Erie. 


j Delaware, situated to the SQuth of Delaware Bay, is a small 
! and unimportant State. It is low and sandy, and chiefly de¬ 
voted to agriculture, but carries on some manufactures in the 
northern part. 

W ilmington (30,800), the largest town, is situated on the river 
randywine, near its mouth. It has numerous manufacturer 
and a considerable trade. Hover , near the middle of the State, 
is the capital. 

Maryland is the most northerly of the late slave States. In. 
soil and surface it resembles Pennsylvania, but the climate is 
warmer. Tobacco is its staple. Iron and coal are found in the 
west. 


Baltimore (267,000), the largest city in Maryland, is situated 
on the Patapsco River, 14 miles from Chesapeake Bay. It is 
well built, and possesses some fine monuments. It is the com¬ 
mercial emporium for a great part of the western trade. Fort 
M Henry is at the mouth of the harbor. Annapolis , a small town 
on an arm of Chesapeake Bay, is the capital. Frederick , Hagers- 
town, and Cumberland are also important centres for local trade. 

The District op Columbia is the seat of the United States 
Government, and is under its direct control. It was originally 
ten miles square, extending on both sides of the Potomac, but 
the part in Virginia was given back to that State, and it is now 
altogether on the Maryland side of the river. The inhabitants 
have no representation in Congress. 

Washington (109,000), the capital of the United States, and 
seat of the Federal Government, is situated on the Potomac 
River, about 110 miles from its mouth, and contains the finest 
public buildings in the States, as the Capitol, Treasury, and 
Patent Office. The President resides here at the White House 
during his term of office. The city occupies a large space of 
ground, but derives all its importance from being the seat of 
government. * 


Name the Middle States and thefr 
chief town* describe their surface. 
Name th* principal mountains. 
The principal rivers. Point them 
out on the map, and trace the 
courses of the rivers. Describe 
the climate. Describe New York 
State. IIow is it bounded? De¬ 
scribe its surface. What islands 
belong to it? Who were; the ori¬ 
ginal settlers ? Describe the city of 
New York. What is its population ? 
What are the other chief towns? 
Where are they situated ? Descr.be 
New Jersey. How is it bounded? 


j What are its chief towns? Where 
are they situated ? Describe Penn¬ 
sylvania. How is it bounded? From 
| what does it chiefly derive its im¬ 
portance? Describe Philadelphia. 
What are the other chief towns? 
Where are they situated J Describe 
Delaware. How is it bounded? 
What are its chief towns ? Where 
are they situated ? Describe Mary¬ 
land. How is it bounded ? What 
are its chief towns? Where are 
they situated? Describe the dis¬ 
trict of Columbia. Describe Wash¬ 
ington. 


State«. 

Virginia, 

Western Virginia, 
North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 
Gbtrgia, 

Florida, 

Alabama, 
Mississippi, 
Louisiana, 

Texas. . 
Tennessee, 
Kentucky, 
Arkansas, 


SOUTHERN STATES. 

The Southern States comprise — 

Chief Town*. 

Richmond Norfolk, Petersburg. 
W fteeliny. Charleston. 

Halrigh, Newbern, Wilmington. 
Columbia, Charleston, Beaufort. 
Jtjaata* Savannah, Augusta. 
Talla hassee, Pensacola. 
Montg^gierv Mobile. 

JfokSflLP, Natchez. Vicksburg. 
"NewiJxleacs. Baton Rouge. 
A ustin. Galveston. Houston. 
Nash\ nie, Memphis, Knoxville. 
Prfftftfoft, Louisville, Lexington. 
ETnT5"Rbck. 


of E De!aware Bav,Of R ^ U l ED | TA I^u What ca P es are at the mo « 

Bav? intnTh 7 1 °L C t * ap 4, ake Ba y ? ^ hat n ' ver » flow into 1-elawa 
theVrise? ^ hat J Vers form the Ohio River? Where 

7 rise ? W hat islands belong to New York ? How is Philadelphia sit 


New York? Baltimore? Washington ? Pittsburg? Buffalo? Oswe- 
go? Through which of the Middle States do the Alleghany Mountains ex- 
tend ? In what State is L. Champlain? In what direction from New York 
ia Philadelphia ? Pittsburg ? Albany ? Boston ? Toronto ? Montreal ? 
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These, together witli Maryland and Missouri, were formerly 
-slave States; all which, except Kentucky and Maryland, seceded 
from the Union in 1861. A frightful civil war then ensued, which 
lasted for nearly four years, when they were forced back into the 
Union, and slavery was abolished. After a period of probation, 
their right to representation in Congress was restored to them. 

The country occupied by these States is intersected in the 
north by the Alleghany Mountains, forming two parallel chains, 
called the Cumberland Mountains in Kentucky and Tennessee, 
and the Blue Ridge in Virginia. They extend to the northern 
jpart of Alabama. In the interior the surface is hilly, but along 
the coast it is low and flat, forming vast unhealthy swamps, as 
the Dismal Swamp in Virginia, the Great Pedee Swamp in 
South Carolina, and the Everglades in Florida. The rivers to 
the east of the Alleghanies are slow, and of little commercial 
importance. In the west are the important rivers the Ohio, with 
its tributaries the Cumberland and Tennessee, flowing into the 
Mississippi; and the Alabama River , into the Gulf of Mexico. 

The coast-line is not so broken as in the north, but numerous 
sandbanks and small islands line the coast. The peninsula of 
Florida, terminated by Cape Sable, juts out in a remarkable 
manner, as if originally joined to South America by means of the 
West India Islands. The climate is hot, and in the most 
southerly States very unhealthy, so that few white people can 
live on the plantations in summer. Almost all the labor is 
carried on by negroes. The soil is very rich and fertile ; cotton, 
rice, sugar, tobacco, and Indian-corn being the staples. Gold is 
found in small quantities in North Carolina and Georgia. 

Georgiy, Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida were formerly 
almost entirely peopled by the Seminole and other Indians, who 
-carried on war against the white settlers. They were at last 
subdued, and deported to the Indian territory west of the 
Mississippi. 

Virginia is one of the oldest States in the Union, and pos¬ 
sesses an extremely rich soil, which, however, has been much ex¬ 
hausted by careless cultivation. It is the birthplace of many of 
the most celebrated men of the United States. Tobacco is the 
great staple, and wheat and cattle are also extensively raised. 
It is celebrated for its picturesque scenery and natural wonders, 
such as the Natural Bridge, &c. It was the scene of the most 
desperate battles in the late civil war; and in 1861-65 was 
devastated by the troops of both parties, until the eastern part 
became almost a desert. 

The western part of Virginia having owned the authority of 
the Federal Government, was in 1862 formed into a separate 
State. 

Richmond (51,000), the capital of Virginia, is situated on the 
James River, and carries on the principal trade. It was the 
capital and headquarters of the Confederate States, and many 
bloody and obstinate battles were fought near it. Norfolk 
119,200) possesses a fine harbor, and is the chief seaport. At 
Portsmouth , opposite Norfolk, there was formerly a United States 
Navy Yard, which was destroyed duriiigthe war. Petersburg is the 
ch ief centre of the tobacco trade. Fredericksburg , Harper s Ferry , 
and other places, have become famous since the war. Wheeling 
(19,300), on the Ohio, is a large manufacturing town, and the 
capital of West Virginia. Charleston was formerly the capital. 

Exercises on the Map—United States.— Which of the Southern 
States are traversed by the Alleghany Mountains 1 What river separates 
Yirginiaand Kentucky from the Western States? Which of the Southern 
©tales we on the Guif of Mexico ? How is Florida separated from the Ba- 


North Carolina is densely covered with pine woods, and 
exports large quantities of tar and turpentine. Grain and 
cattle are raised in the western part of the State. Its coast is 
almost enclosed by low sandy islands. Cape Hatteras is one of 
the most dangerous points on the Atlantic coast. 

Raleigh , a small town near the centre of the State, is the 
capital. Newbem and Wilmington (13,400) are the chief seaports. 
Fayetteville contained a United States armory. 

South Carolina is an important and wealthy State, and was 
the first to secede from the Union. The soil is very fertile. 
The.numerous islands along the coast produce the best cotton, 
called sea-island cotton. Rice is the staple product of the low¬ 
lands, and cotton in the interior. 

Charleston (49,000) is the largest city, and before the war was 
about the only one on the eastern coast of the Southern States 
possessing direct trade with Europe. It is an elegantly-built 
city, and carries on a large trade in cotton and rice. Columbia, 
near the centre of the State, is the capital. Georgetown and 
Beaufort have a large trade. 

Georgia is one of the largest and most populous of the 
Southern States, producing vast quantities of cotton, rice, and 
wheat. 

Savannah (28,200), the largest city, is situated on a river of , 
the same name, 17 miles from its mouth, and carries on the 
principal trade of the State. Atlanta (22,000) is the capital. 

A ugusta and Macon are important towns with large local trade. 
Columbus has cotton manufactures. 

Florida was formerly in the possession of Spain, but was 
ceded to the United States in 1819, and became a separate 
State in 1844. The country is low and flat, but vegetation is 
most luxuriant. The coast-line, although extending 1200 
miles, possesses few harbors, and is the scene of many wrecks. 

The coral reefs on the south, called the Florida Keys, are 
especially dangerous, owing to the rapid current of the Gulf 
Stream.. 

Pensacola , on the Gulf of Mexico, has a fine harbor, and a 
United States Navy Yard. Tallahassee is the capital. Apala¬ 
chicola, at the mouth of the river of the same name, is the chief 
commercial city of the State. St Augustine is a favorite resort 
for invalids, on account of its delightful climate. Key West , 
one of the Florida Keys, has a flue harbor. 

Alabama is watered by several important rivers,—the Ala¬ 
bama, Tombigbee , &c.,—and produces vast quantities of cotton. 

The State was, forty years ago, entirely in the possession of the 
Indians. 

Mobile (32,000), the largest city, is situated at the mouth of 
the Mobile River, and carries on a large trade in cotton, which 
is conveyed down the rivers from the interior and from the 
adjoining States. Montgomery, near the centre, is the capital, 
and was also for a short time the capital of the Confederate 
States. Tuscaloosa and Huntsville are also important towns. 

Mississippi is the principal cotton State, and extends along 
the east bank of the Mississippi River. It produces more cotton 
than any other State. Jackson is the capital ; Natchez (9000) 
and Vicksburg (12,400) carry on the principal trade of the State. 

The latter is noted for the long siege it withstood in 1863. , 

Louisiana is the principal State for the production of sugar. 


hama Is. ? Which are the principal southern cities on the Mississippi ? 
On the Atlantic coast ? On the Oulf of Mexico ? What is the eastern point 
of N. Carolina called? In what direction from N. Orleans is St Louis? Gal¬ 
veston, Mobile, Charleston? Inwhatdirec. fromRichm’d is Washington! 
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Cotton is also extensively grown in the northern part of the 
State. The country is very flat on both sides of the Mississippi, 
which is often higher than its banks. To protect the land from 
being inundated, the river is kept between vast dykes or levies, 
as they are called, which extend for about 300 miles above New 
Orleans. 

Louisiana formerly belonged to France, and was purchased by 
the United States in 1803, along with the vast territory extend¬ 
ing from the Mississippi north-west to the Pacific, for 15,000,000 
dols. The French language is still used to some extent; and 
the laws are published both in French and English. 

New Orleans (191,000), the capital, and the largest city in 
*^e South, is situated on the Mississippi River, about 100 miles 
from 1 C 2 mouth. All the commerce of that great river and its 
tributaries centres at New Orleans, and the number of steam¬ 
boats and flat boats crowding its levte is enormous. It carries 
on a large foreign shipping trade. It is unhealthy in summer, 
and is largely peopled by French and Spanish creoles. Baton 
Rouge was formerly the capital, and Alexandria is an important 
centre of trade. 

Texas is the largest State in the Union. It was previous to 
1835 one of the Mexican States, but gained its independence 
after a severe struggle, and became one of the United States in 
1845. The surface of the country is a rolling prairie, intersected 
by numerous rivers, and separated from Mexico by the Rio 
Grande del Norte. The Brazos and Colorado are the principal 
rivers. The products are sugar, cotton, and Indian-corn. Vast 
herds of wild cattle, buffaloes, and wild horses roam over the 
prairies. Austin , the capital, is situated on the Colorado. Gal¬ 
veston (14,000) is the chief seaport, and Houston the former capi¬ 
tal. Matagorda and San Antonio de Bexar are important towns. 

Arkansas, a thinly-settled State, lies north of Louisiana, 
west of the Mississippi River. Cotton is the chief product. It 
is intersected by the Arkansas and other rivers. Little Rock 
is the capital of the State. 

Tennessee and Kentucky are the great centres for the pro¬ 
duction of Indian-corn and tobacco; Tennessee has also valuable 
iron-mines. Cattle are reared in vast numbers. The surface 
is mountainous or undulating, and well watered by large and 
navigable rivers. The soil is very productive. 

Nashville (25,£00), the capital of Tennessee, is situated on the 
Cumberland River. Memphis (40,000), on the Mississippi, and 
Knoxville are important commercial towns. 

Frankfort , a small town, is the capital of Kentucky. Louis¬ 
ville (100,000),*on the Ohio, is the largest city, with important 
manufactures and extensive trade. Covington (24,500) is the 
second city in size, and Lexington (14,fc00) is the centre of a 
large and fertile district. 


Name the Southern States and 
their chief towns. What is said 
of these States? What are the 
principal mountains? Trace them 
on the map. Describe the sur¬ 
face. Name the principal rivers, 
and trace their courses on the map. 
Describe the coast-line. The cli¬ 
mate. The soil and products. 
What is said of Oeorgia and other 
States? Describe Virginia. How 


is it bounded? For what is it re¬ 
markable? How is it now divided? 
What are the chief towns? Where 
are they situated ? Describe North 
Carolina. How is it bounded? 
What are its chief towns? Where 
are they situated? Describe South 
Carolina. How is it bounded? 
What are its chief towns ? Where 
are they situated ? Describe Geor¬ 
gia. How is it bounded? What 


Exercises on the Map—United States. —Which States are on the 
west bank of the Mississippi ? Which on the east bank ? Which adjoin 
tne Dominion? Which are the principal cities on the Ohio? On the 
Missouri? Which States adjoin Mexico? Through which does the Colo- 


are its chief towns? Where are 
they situated ? Describe Florida. 
How is it bounded ? What is re¬ 
markable on the south coast? What 
are its chief towns? Where are 
they situated ? Describe Ala¬ 
bama. How is it bounded ? What 
are its chief towns? Where are 
they situated ? Describe Missis¬ 
sippi How is it bounded? What 
are its chj$f towns? Where are 
they situated ? Describe Loui¬ 
siana. To whom did Louisiana 


formerly belong,? Descrile New 
Orleans. What are the other chief 
towns? Where are they situated? 
Describe Texas. How is it bound¬ 
ed? What rivers flowthrough it? 
What are its chief towns ? Where 
are they situated ? Describe Arkan¬ 
sas. What is its capital ? Describe 
Kentucky and Tennessee. How 
is Kentucky bounded? Howis Ten¬ 
nessee bounded? What are the 
chief towns of Kentucky ? Of Ten¬ 
nessee ? Where are they situated ? 



WESTERN STATES. 

The Western States compnse ;— 


States. 
Ohio, 
Michigan, 
Indiana, . 
Illinois, 
Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, 
Iowa, 
Missouri, 
Kansas, 
California, 
Oregon, . 
Nebraska, 
Nevada, . 
Colorado, 


Chief Towns. 

Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleveland. 

Detroit, Lansing, Monroe, &c. 

Indianapolis, Madison, Terre Haute. 
Springfit^d, Chicago, Alton. 

Milwaukee, Madison, Green Bay. 

St Paul, Pembina. 

Des Moines, Davenport, Burlington, Dubuque. 
St Louis, Jefferson City. 

Lecompton, Topeka. 

San Francisco, Sacramento City. 

Salem, Portland, Oregon City. 

Lincoln. Omaha. 

Carson City, Virginia City. 

Denver, Pueblo. 


The Western States are generally considered to be those lyin& 
west of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. The surface of the 
country is in general composed of vast level prairies, sometimes 
gently undulating, and then called rolling prairies. They are 
principally covered with tall rank grass, and few forests occur 
except between the Rocky Mountains and the mountains of the 
Pacific. These prairies are admirably adapted for agriculture 
and pasturage, requiring but little labor to raise wheat, Indian- 
corn, and other grains in vast abundance They are, however, 
in many places, marshy and unhealthy, especially in the 
neighborhood of rivers, the slope of the country being too little 
to carry off the superabundant moisture. South of the Missouri 
the country is more hilly and wooded. These States comprise 
the greater portion of the vast plain drained by the Mississippi 
and its tributaries. They are rich in minerals : gold, iron, 
lead, copper, and salt being found in great abundance. They 
have been chiefly peopled by settlers from the Eastern States, 
and from Great Britain and Germany. 

Ohio is the most important State in the West for population 
and commerce. In the western part of the State the prairies 
commence, but in the east it is well wooded. The soil is fertile, 
producing wheat and Indian-corn in great abundance. Pork 
and wool are largely exported. Iron, coal, and salt are found 
in the south-east. 


Cincinnati (216,000), one of the largest and most important 
cities in the West, is situated on the Ohio. It is well built, and 
carries on an extensive trade in pork and distilling. Columbus 
(34,000), near the centre of the State, is the capital. Cleveland 
(93,000), Sandusky (13,000), and Toledo (31,600), on Lake Erie, 
have a large shipping and inland trade. Marietta and Ports¬ 
mouth are impoitant towns. 

Michigan possesses the largest extent of lake-coast of any 


ratio (west) flow ? Which are the principal cities on the Pacific coast ? 
On L. Michigan ? On L. Huron? On L. Erie? What Canadian town is op¬ 
posite Detroit? In whatdirection from Chicago is Salt L. city? St Louis? 3t 
Paul’s? Toronto? In whatdirection from St Paul’s is Pembina? Duluth? 

O ' 
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State, being washed by Lakes Supeinor , Michigan , Huron, and 
Erie. Lake Michigan is entirely within the United States, 
being connected with Lake Huron by the Straits of Mackinaw, 
both shores of which are in Michigan. The soil is fertile, wheat 
being the staple. A large trade is carried on with Canada and 
with the States bordering on the lakes. Lumbering is exten¬ 
sively carried on, and on the shores of Lake Superior copper is 
found in great quantities. 

Detroit (80,000), on the Detroit River, opposite Windsor in 
Ontario, is the principal city, possessing extensive lake com¬ 
merce. Lansing is the capital. Monroe, Saginaw, Ann 
Arbor, and Kalamazoo kre important towns, with large local 
trade. ' 


Indian.*, Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, all 
present the same general physical features, and resemble each 
other m surface, soil, and productions. They are all composed 
chietiy of vast prairies (Minnesota and Wisconsin being the 
only States which are at all wooded), and are watered .by the 
Mississippi and its tributaries. The climate is dry, and warmer 
than in Canada, even in those States which are in the same 
latitude. The principal products are wheat and Indian-corn 
and vast quantities of cattle are reared for the Eastern markets! 
Iowa and Wisconsin, have valuable lead-mines. They are all 
new States, and are remarkable for the rapidity with which 
they have been settled and improved. The Sioux Indians in¬ 
fest the northern part of Minnesota. 

The chief towns in Indiana Indianapolis (48,000), the 
capital; Ten-e Haute (16,000), Evansville (21,800), and New 
Albany (15,400), are important towns. 

The chief towns in Illinois ‘.—Chicago (299,000), on Lake 
Michigan, is the largest city. It has been built chiefly since 
1830, and has risen into a large and elegant city with unpar¬ 
alleled rapidity. It carries on a very extensive commerce on 
the lakes, and is the great centre of the grain-growing Western 
States. In October 1871 it was devastated by a fire which 
destroyed one half the city, with enormous loss of property, but 
. l * A*? b6en rebuilt and rem arkably improved. SpHngfield 
(17,300) is the capital. Peoria (22,800,) Alton, and Galena, 
are important towns. 

The chief towns in Iowa Des Moines (12,000) is the capital. 
Davenport (20,000), Burlington (15,000), Dubuque (18,400) 
and Muscatine are rising towns. 

The chief towns in Wisconsin •.—Milwaukee (71,500), the 
largest city is another example of.rapid growth and prosperity. 
It has been built principally since 1830, possesses-a fine harbor 
on Lake Michigan, and a large trade on the lakes. Madison is 
the capital. Racine and Green Bay are rapidly rising towns. 
Superior City is at the extreme west end of Lake Superior 

The chief towns in Minnesota :-St Paul (20,000), the capi¬ 
tal and largest town, is at the head of navigation on the Missis¬ 
sippi. Duluth is at the western end of Lake Superior. 

Missouri is a large and important State, intersected by the 
Missouri River, which here joins the Mississippi. Its surface 
is level, consisting of extensive prairies, with a very fertile soil 
it is especially rich in minerals, chiefly iron, lead, coal, and 
salt, the iron mountain in Missouri is an immense mass of 
almost pure iron. It is the chief depdt for trade with the Far 


4 ^^ 

? hrough w , hich States does the Missouri flow ? Whatrivers flow 
into San Francisco Bay I What large lake is in Utah l How ta Walhmgto^ 


West. Corn, hemp, and tobacco grow abundantly, and vast 
.herds of cuttle are reared on the prairies. 

St Louis (311,000), on the Mississippi, is the principal 
centre of trade for the hunters and traders west to the Rocky 
Mountains. It has also a very large trade on the Mississippi 
and Missouri Rivers, and has rapidly increased, having had, in 
, a population of only 16,000. Jefferson City, near the 
centre of the State, is the capital. St Genevieve, Independence, 
&c., are rising towns. 

Kansas is a new State, thinly settled, lying to the west of 
Missouri, with fertile prairie lands in the east, but barren in 
the west. The chief towns are Leavehworth (17,800), Lccomp - 
ton and Lawrence ; and near them is Topeka, the capital. 

California, on the Pacific coast, is celebrated for its rich 
gold and silver mines, discovered in 1849, before which time it 
* 1 “ 08 * ^ Ulnh abited, except by Indians. It now contains 
500,000 inhabitants. The country is mountainous, lying mainly 
between the parallel chains of the Pacific ranges. The mountains 
are generally covered with magnificent timber, and contain groves 
of enormous trees, each measuring from twenty to thirty feet in 
diameter. Gold is chiefly found on the west side of the Sierra 
A evada mountains. Quicksilver is also found. The soil is 
productive, wheat and Indian-corn being extensively cultivated. 
Good wine is also made. 

Francisco (149,000), the largest city, and capital of 
California, is situated on a bay of the same name. It has suf- 
fered much from fires. Its commerce is enormous compared 
with its size, it being the principal commercial emporium 
on the Pacific coast. Sacra,nento (16,400), in the gold regions, 
San Jost, Los Angeles, and Stockton, are important towns 
Oregon is a new State, lying to the-north of California, on 
the Pacific coast. It is mountainous, and covered with mag¬ 
nificent forests. The coast is rocky, and has few good har¬ 
bors. The soil is very fertile between the mountains and the 
coast. It contains as yet but a small population, which is 
principally settled in the valley of the Willamette between the 
Cascade range and the Pacific Ocean. Salem, on the Willamette 
is the capital; Portland and Oregon City the chief towns. 

Nebraska, Nevada, and Colorado are recently settled 
States, lately admitted into the Union as States. Nebraska is 
a prairie country; but Nevada and Colorado are mountainous 
and are importan t for their valuable gold and silver mines. 

* n Nebraska ar %>^-Lincoln, the capital, and Omaha (16 000) 
the eastern terminus of the Union Pacific Railwav. 

In Nevada are Carson City, the capital, and Virginia City 
with its celebrated silver-mines. 

In Colorado are Denver, the capital and principal city, and 
Pueblo, a growing city. 


Name the Western States, and 
their chief towns. How are they 
situated? Describe^ the surface 
Describe the prairies. What part 
of the country do these States com¬ 
prise? What minerals are found 
in them? How have they been 
peopled? Describe Ohio. How is 
it bounded? What are the chief 
towns ? Where are they situated ? 
Describe Michigan. How is it 
bounded? What are the chief 


towns ? Where are they situated ? 
Describe Indiana, Illinois, Iowa 
Wisconsin, and Minnesota How 
is each bounded ? What are their 
chief towns? Where are they situ¬ 
ated ? Describe Missouri How 
is it bounded? What are the 
chief towns ? Where are theysitu- 
ated? Describe Kansas. How is it 
bounded ? What are the jhief 
towns ? Where are they situated ? 
Describe California. How is 


TT? ■ vancouv eri s.? What is its extreme N.W. nom, 
called? In what direction from San Francisco is Victoria VI? 

Wt Lake City! Chicago* Virginia City® Nev f Whatnlofe 
is S. of California! Through which States do the Rocky Utsfutend* 
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bounded ? Where is gold chiefly I 
found ? What are the chief towns ? [ 
Where are they situated ? Describe 
Oregon. IIow is it bounded ? What | 
are the chief towns ? Where are ' 
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the situated ? What are the chief 
towns of Nebraska, Colorado, and 
Nevada? How are these States 
bounded ? How long have they 
been in the Union? 


TERRITORIES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

• The Territories of the United States are under the direct 
control of Congress until they become sufficiently populous to 
entitle them to be formed into independent States. They are 
ten in number, including Alaska :— 

Washington. Dakota. Utah. New Mexico. Alaska 

Idaho. Indian^ Montana. Arizona. Wyoming. 

The country occupied by the Territories resembles generally 
that of the adjacent States. Those to the east of the Rocky 
Mountains are level prairie lands. Those to the west are more 
mountainous, or consist of high tablelands, such as Utah. 
In Washington Territory the country is covered with magnifi¬ 
cent forests; but along the Rocky Mountains, on each side, is 
a vast, barren tract, almost destitute of fresh water, becoming 
broader in Utah, New Mexico, and Arizona. 

Washington Territory lies between British Columbia and 
Oregon. Olympia , at the head of Puget Sound, is the capital. 

Idaho, Montana, and Dakota adjoin the North-West Terri¬ 
tory of Canada, and are very thinly peopled. Their capitals 
are respectively £ois6 City, Helena , and Yankton. Pembina , 
in the nortb-west corner of Dakota, on the Red River, is the 
nearest point of communication with Manitoba, and a railway is 
now being built to connect it with Winnipeg. 

Arizona and New Mexico adjoin Mexico, and are very 
mountainous and rich in minerals, particularly gold and silver. 
1 ucson is the capital of Arizona; and Santa Ft, on the great 
south-west overland route, the capital of New Mexico. 

Wyoming is traversed by the Union Pacific Railway, to which 
it owes most of its progress. It is mountainous, and contains 
valuable coal-mipes. Cheyenne City , the capital, and Laramie, 
both stations on the railway, are the principal towns. 

The Indian Territory is a portion of land set apart for the In¬ 
dians who have been deported from the more settled States. They 
consist chiefly of Clierokees, Creeks, Choctaws, and Seminoles. 

Utah contains the celebrated GreatSalt Lake, near which is Salt 
Lake City (13,000), the chief city and settlement of the Mormons, 
who carry on a kind of independent government there. It has 
been made the centre of a fertile district by irrigation, and round 
it are a number of small villages, also peopled by the Mormons. 

Alaska, formerly Russian America, comprises the north-west 
comer of the continent of North America, being separated from 
the Dominion of Canada by the 141st degree of west longitude. 
A chain of volcanic mountains extends from Mount St Elias 
through the peninsula of Alaska and the Aleutian Isles. The 
lukon Rm^risingin theRocky Mountains,flowsnorth-westand 

Strait uTf ^ nT-n 6 £ countr ^ ^lls into Behring 
Mrait, while the Colville River flows north into the Arctic Ocean. 

fall n m u hospitable re § ion > where ^in and snow continually 

side of h r gh n °* S ° C ° ld 88 in the Same latitude 011 the extern 

the oar* 16 C ° ntment * lfc 13 on, y valuable for its furs, which 

Zl'TZ - rm T y ba [ tered with the *ho had 

A . f ^ ctones alon S the coast, the chief of which is New 
Archangel on Sitka Island, The inhabitants are Esqui maux 

separated ,ro m the 


and Indians, who lead a wandering and barbarous life, and 
subsist by hunting and fishing. 

This Territory was purchased by the United States in 1867. 

Describe their city. Describe the 
Territory of Alaska. What are its 
geographical features? What is 
its value? To whom did it for¬ 
merly belong? What is the chief 
trading port ? Describe its inhabi¬ 
tants. 


What is the position of the Terri¬ 
tories of the United States before 
they become States ? Name those 
now in existence. Where are they 
situated? Describe their surface. 
For what is the Indian Territory 
set apart? Who inhabit Utah? 


MEXICO. 

Area, 761,000 square miles; population, 9,173,000; persons to square 
mile, 12; four times the size of Quebec. 

Capital, Mexico. 

The United States of Mexico are bounded on the 
North by the United States; on the West by the 
Pacific Ocean ; on the South by the Pacific Ocean and 
Central America ; and on the East by the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

Mexico consists of twenty-three states, one territoiy, and one 
federal district, united under a government formed like that of 
the United States.. 

The surface is for the most part a high plateau, from 6000 
to 8000 feet above the sea. It is subject to volcanic eruptions 
and earthquakes. The Rocky Mountains are continued through 
Mexico under the name of the Cwdilleras . These are highest 
in the south, where the lofty volcanoes Orizaba and Popoca¬ 
tepetl rise to the height of 17,000 feet. 

The principal rivers are the Rio Grande, which forms the 
north-eastern boundary, and flows into the Gulf of Mexico, and 
the Santiago, flowing into the Pacific Ocean. 

The coast-line of Mexico is more broken on the Pacific than 
on the Gulf of Mexico. The principal gulfs are those of Mexico, 
Campeachy , and California; the latter extending 700 miles 
into the land, and meeting the Colorado River from the United 
States. 

/A The principal capes are Catoche, Corrientes, and St Lucas. 

Y Mexico possesses the temperatures and climates of the three 
zones. On the coast it is hot and unhealthy, gradually becoming 
milder towards the high plateau in the interior; on the higher 
mountains it is cold, and the snow never melts. Its produc¬ 
tions are also various. Indian-corn forms the principal staple; 
and besides that, coffee, cocoa, sugar, indigo, and the maguey* 
from which pulque, the favorite drink of the lower classes, is 
made, are extensively cultivated. On the coast all the tropical 
fruits, and on the high lands all the European grains, flourish. 
Yucatan exports mahogany and logwood. 

The cochineal insect, yielding a valuable dye, is largely ex¬ 
ported. Immense herds of cattle, horses, and mules are reared 
on the northern prairies. It is also rich in minerals ; and, pre¬ 
vious to the revolution of 1821, its mines produced nearly 
25,000,000 dollars of silver annually. They are not now so 
productive. Iron, copper, lead, and quicksilver are also found. 
The inhabitants are composed of native whites or creoles 
Indians, and mixed races of whites, Indians, and negroes. The 
Indians of the south are comparatively civilized, and live in 
villages; in the north they are savage, and are continually at 
war with each other and with the white inhabitants. 


MS Sir? F. nited States r Which States touch on Lake Michigan ? 
How is Lake Michigan connected with Lake Huron ? How is L. SuDerior 
connected with Lake Huron ? How is Alaska separated from the N W 
Territory ? W hat islands extend westward from Alaska ? (see N. America)! 
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Mexico was first conquered by the Spaniards, under Cortez, in 
1521. At that time it consisted of an extensive empire under a 
regular government. The people were the most civilized on the 
continent, and many interesting monuments still remain to show 
their ancient grandeur. The principal of these is the pyramid of 
Cholulu, 70 miles east of Mexico, which is a lofty mound? covering 
a greater area than any of the great pyramids of Egypt. The 
colonists threw off the Spanish yoke in 1821, and established a 
republic, but have since been almost continually engaged in in¬ 
testine feuds. In 1846-48, during the war with the United States, 
they lost the northern part of their territory, which now forms 
the State of California, and the territories of Utah, New Mexico, 
and Arizona. In 1861, France, England, and Spain sent an ex¬ 
pedition against Mexico, in order to indemnify themselves for 
losses sustained by their subjects in that country. England and 
Spain soon withdrew, but the French, not satisfied with this, 
conquered the greater part of the country, and induced the Arch¬ 
duke Maximilian of Austria to accept the title of Emperor of 
Mexico. As long as the French army occupied the country, 
Maximilian retained this dignity, but early in 1867, when the 
French troops were withdrawn, the Emperor, after a brave but 
futile struggle, was taken prisoner and shot by the Republican 
forces. The government is now republican in form. 

Owing to the hitherto unsettled state of the country, educa¬ 
tion and general improvements have been grossly neglected. 
The Roman Catholic is the only religion tolerated. 

Mexico (210,000), ihe principal city, is beautifully situated in 
a fertile plain, about 7500 feet above the sea. It is an elegant 
city, adorned with fountains and magnificent churches. About 
50 miles south-east, amid numerous peaks, rises the volcano 
Popocatepetl, or Smoking Mountain. Vera Cruz (10,000), to 
the east of Mexico, is the principal port. Its harbor is poor, 
and the situation low, hot, and unhealthy. In going from 
Vera Cruz to Mexico, the traveller passes through several 
distinct zones of vegetation, from the tropical on the coast to 
the temperate on the plains. La Puebla (75,500) and Guada- 
laxara (70,000) are the next most important towns. Matamoras 
(20,000), near the mouth of the Rto Grande, Tampico , and Cam- 
peachy are the principal ports on the east, aud Acapulco and 
Mazatlanon the west; Guanaxuata (63,000), Zacatecas (15,000), 
and San Luis Potosi (35,500), are in the centre of the richest 
silver mine*. Merida (23,500) is the capital of Yucatan. 


What is the area of Mexico ? 
Population? Size? Capital? How 
is Mexico bounded? What does it 
consist of? Describe the surface. 
What mountains ire there in 
Mexico? Name the principal 
rrvers, and trace them on the 
map. Describe the coast-liie. j 
Name the principal gulfs, and 
state where they are situated. 
Name the principal capes, and say , 
where they are situated. Describe | 


the climate. Productions. What 
is exported ? What are reared on 
the prairies? What minerals are 
found ? Describe the inhabitants. 
When and by whom was Mexico 
first conquered ? What was the 
state of the country and people at 
that time? What has happened in 
Mexico during this century ? What 
is the present state of education, 
Ac.? Describe the principal towns. 
Where are they situated ? 


CENTRAL AMERICA. 

Area, 2010,000 square miles ; population, 2,700,000 ; persons to square 
mile, 13; about the size of Quebec. 

Central America is the name generally given to 
that portion of North America lying between Mexico 


and South America, forming an isthmus between the 
two continents. 


It is composed of five independent states and one British 
colony 


Guatemala, 

Ban Salvador, 

Honduras, 

Nicaragua, 

Costa Rica, 
British Honduras, 


New Guatemala. 

San Salvador. 
Comayagua, Truxlllo. 
Leon, Managua. 

San Jos€. 

Belize. 


Central America resembles Mexico in climate, productions, 
religion, and institutions. It consists of a high plateau, from 
which rise numerous volcanoes. Earthquakes and volcanic 
eruptions are frequent and very destructive. Most of the prin¬ 
cipal towns are situated on the inland plateau, and on tbe coast 
the settlements are very unhealthy. The inhabitants are chiefly 
Indians, or a mixed race of Indians, Negroes, and Spaniards. 

These republics formerly belonged to Spain, but declared 
themselves independent in 1821: and since then have been the 
seat of continual war and strife amongst themselves. In 1823 
they formed themselves into a confederation as the United 
States of Central America, but in 1839 dissolved the union, 
and are now all independent states. 

The soil is rich and fertile, and, as in Mexico, combines the 
productions of the tropical with those of the temperate zone. 
The chief exports are mahogany, logwood, indigo, cochineal, 
cocoa, sarsaparilla, Ac. 

The Isthmus of Panama, at the southern extremity of these 
states, belonging to New Granada, in South America, is tra¬ 
versed by a railway, affording direct communication between 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 

Several schemes have been proposed to form a ship-canal from 
the Caribbean Sea to the Pacific by way of Lake Nicaragua, which 
is nearly as large as Lake Ontario, and about 128 feet above the 
level of the sea. The San Juau River forms its outlet to the 
Caribbean Sea, and it is only 20 miles distant from the Pacific. 

British Honduras is a British colony. It exports large 
quantities of mahogany. Belize^ the capital, is an important 
depdt for British goods. 

The Mosquito Coast lies along the coast east of Honduras 
and Nicaragua, from Cape Gracias a Dios to the mouth of the 
San Juan River. It is goveined by a native prince, and is 
under the protectorate of Bri ain. The capital is Bluefields. 

New Guatemala (40,000) is the largest city in Central 
America. Old Guatemala , once a maguificent city, was almost 
destroyed by a volcanic eruption, and afterwards by an earth¬ 
quake, in 1773 ; so that most of the inhabitants removed, and 
founded the new city. 

San Salvador (20,000), near the Pacific coast, is the centre 
of the indigo-producing country. It was nearly destroyed by an 
earthquake in 1854. 

Comayagua (12,000) is the capital and Truxillo the seaport 
of Honduras. 

Leon (25,000) is the largest city aud Managua (10,000) is the 
capital of Nicaragua. San Juan y or Greytown , a lising town, 
was bombarded by a United States force in 1854. 

San Jost (25,000) is the capital of Costa Rica. 


Exerct8es on the Map — Central America —What large gulf is on 
theW. of Mexico? Y\ hat is the southern point of the peninsula of Lower 
California called? What river separates Mexico from Texas? Which 
Central American States adjoin Mexico? What large gulf is on the £ of 


Mexico? Which are the principal ports on theG. of Mexico? Outhe Paciflo 
Ocean? What peninsula is in the G. of Mexico? What is its north-eastern 
point called ? In what zone is the southern port of Mexico? In what 
direction from the city of Mexico is Vera Cruz ? Mazatian ? Acapulco? 






















-- 




. s 












nj 



























































NORTH AMERICA. 


37 


What is the area of Central Amer¬ 
ica? Population? Size? What 
part of the continent does it com¬ 
prise? Describe Central America. 
Describe the soil, products, and 
exports. Of what States is it com¬ 
posed? W'hat is their political con¬ 
dition ? What schemes have been 
proposed ? What means of com¬ 


munication are there between the 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts? De¬ 
scribe British Honduras and its 
chief town. How is it situated? 
Describe the Mosquito Coast. De¬ 
scribe the chief towns of Guate¬ 
mala San Salvador. Honduras 
Nicaragua. Costa Rica. How are 
they situated ? 


WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 

Area, 95,000 square miles ; population, 4,500,000; nearly 5 Gp<?rsous 
to a square mile. 


The West India Islands form an extensive archi- 
pelago, reaching from the peninsula of Florida, in North 
America, to the delta of the Orinoco, in South Amer¬ 
ica, and enclosing the Caribbean Sea. They comprise 
nearly 1000 islands, most of them small uninhabited 
rocks, and are usually divided into three groups—the 
Bahamas, and the Greater and Lesser Antilles; the 
latter are subdivided into the Virgin Islands in the 
north, the Leeward Islands in the middle, and the 
Windw r ard Islands in the south. 


They all belong to European Powers, except Hayti, which 
is independent. Margarita and a few small islands along the 
coast belong to Venezuela in South America. They are in 
general mountainous, the largest being traversed by ranges 
of a considerable height, and high peaks rise from many of 
the smaller islands. In the Lesser Antilles there are many 
volcanoes, and earthquakes are frequent. Many of the small 
islands have been formed by submarine volcanoes. Coral reefs 
generally extend round the coasts, which are frequently pre- [ 
cipitous. Sandbanks, and coral reefs rising almost perpendi¬ 
cularly from a vast depth, render navigation very dangerous, 
especially among the Bahamas. 

The climate is hot and unhealthy, but modified by the sea 
and land breezes on the coast, and by the height of the moun¬ 
tains in the interior. From June to August the sky is clear 
and unclouded, and the planet Venus so brilliant as to cast a 
shadow. Like most tropical countries, they have the wet and 
dry seasons, and violent hurricanes occur from August to 
October. From November to May is the most pleasant Reason. 

The islands are celebrated for their rich productions. Every 
variety of tropical fruits and spices, such as oranges, pineapples, 
bananas, ginger, &c., grow in abundance, and the forests pro¬ 
duce valuable cabinet woods. The sugar-cane and coffee form 
the great staple products; the first yielding sugar, rum, and 
molasses. Tobacco, indigo, pepper, and various spices are ex¬ 
tensively cultivated. No wild animals are found; but birds 
and insects are beautiful and numerous. Turtles are found on 
the coasts of most of the islands. 

The population consists chiefly of negroes and mixed races, 
the whites only numbering about one-sixth of the whole. The 
negroes are slaves, except in the British and French islands. 
The British Government in 1834 paid 100,000,000 dollars to 
free the slaves on the British Islands. 


Exercises on the Map—Central America.— Between what States is 
the Isthmus of Panama? What gulf lies to the E. of Yucatan ? Whatig 
the eastern point of Honduras called ? Which are the principal Central 
American ports on the Caribbean Sea ? On the Pacific Ocean ? In what 


What is the area of the West In¬ 
dia Islands? Their population? De¬ 
scribe them. How are they divided? 
To whom do they belong? Describe 
their surface. How have they been 


formed? Describe the coast. De¬ 
scribe the climate, productions, 
animals. Ac. How is the population 
composed? What did the British 
Government do for the slaves ? 


BRITISH ISLANDS. 

Area, 13,000 square miles; population, 1,100,000; three-fourths the 
size of Nova Scoria 


Ihe British Islands comprise all the Bahamas, Jamaica in 
the Greater Antilles, and the greater number of the Lesser An¬ 
tilles. They are formed into five separate Governments ;— 

1. Bahamas, . . . / - chielTowl “- 

2. Jamaica, . . * * / * 

3. Leeward Islands, comprising— 

Tortola, .... 

Anbgada, and Virgin Gorda, 

Anguilla, . . / 

Barbuda, 

St Christopher, (St Kitts,) * 

Nevis, . . % 

Antigua, , , 

Montserrat, . , ; \ 

Dominica, . , , ‘ 

4. Windward Islands, comprising— 

St Lucia, . . . ? 

St Vincent, \ . 

Barbadoes, . . . * UI1 

G; enadines, (cluster of small islands.) 

Grenada, .St George. 

. tobago .Scarborough. 

6. Trinidad .Port of Spain. 


Nassau. 

Spanish Town, Kingston 

Tortola. 


Basseterre. 
Charlestown. 
St John. 
Plymouth. 
Roseau. 

Castries. 

Kingston. 

Bridgetown. 


Bermudas, 


St George. 


1. The Bahamas (35,000) are the most northerly of tlm 
West India Islands, and comprise about 500 islands, very few 
of which are inhabited. They are generally low, barren, and 
rocky, surrounded by coral reefs. The Gulf Stream sweeps 
through the channel between Florida and the Great Bahama 
Bank, from which most of the Bahama Islands rise, at the rate 
of five miles an hour, rendering navigation very dangerous, and 
wrecks frequent. The principal islands are— Bahama, which 
gives its name to the group ; New Providence , upon which is 
situated Nassau, (7000,) the capital; Turk's Island, celebrated 
for its salt; San Salvador , the first land reached by Columbus. 


2. Jamaica (506,000), the largest and most valuable of the 
British Islands, is nearly three times the size of Prince Edward 
Island. It was taken from Spain in 1655. The Blue Moun¬ 
tains, rising over 7000 feet high, and covered with forests, 
traverse the island from east to west. They are more preci¬ 
pitous on the south than on the north side. The country is 
well watered by small streams, and produces large quantities 
of sugar, rum, coffee, and spices, which are chiefly exported 
to Britain. Kingston (35,000), the capital, is situated on the 
north side of Port Royal, a fine harbor, well defended. It 
carries on a large shipping trade, and is connected by railway 
with Spanish Town , the former capital, ten miles distant, 
Montego Bay is an important seaport. 

3. Leeward Islands (117,000). Antigua is the principal island, 
containing St John (15,500), the capital, and seat of govern¬ 
ment. St Christopher possesses a very fertile soil. Basseterre 
(7000), its principal town, and Roseau (5000), the principal 
town of Dominica, export sugar, rum, and molasses largely. 

direction from Aspinwall is Jamaica? New Orleans ? New York ? In 
what zone are the C. American States? What sea is between the W 
India Islands and C. America ? Which is the largest of the W India 
Islands? In what position is Jamaica from Cuba ? from Trinidad? 


















38 


NORTH AMERICA. 


4. The Windward Islands (280,000) are the most easterly 
and southerly of the West India Islands. Barbadocs is the 
oldest British settlement, and is densely peopled, containing 
more than 800 persons to the square mile. Bridgetown 
(21,300), the largest town, is the capital and seat of govern¬ 
ment. In 'St Vincent is the volcano of Morne Garou. King - 
sUm (5500), its chief town, carries on an extensive trade. St 
George , in Grenada, Castries , in St Lucia, and Scarborough , in 
Tobago, are important towns. 

5. Trinidad (110,000) is the most southerly of the West 
India Islands, and is, next to Jamaica, the largest of the 
British Islands, being about the same size as Prince Edward 
Island. It is separated from Venezuela by the Gulf of Paria. 
It is distinguished for its fertility and beautiful scenery, and 
is covered with magnificent and valuable forests. On the 
south-west promontory is a lake of asphalt, or pitch, a mile 
and a half in diameter, and of unknown depth; and near it 
are a number of remarkable mud volcanoes. The exports are 
cocoa, sugar, and molasses. Port of Spain (12,000), on the 
west coast, is the capital. 

The Bermudas (12,000) -are a group of small coral islands, 
nearly 400 in number, of which only five are inhabited. They 
lie in the Atlantic, about 000 miles east of South Carolina.' 
They are celebrated for their delightful climate, and are the 
favorite resort of invalids. The chief products are potatoes 
and arrowroot. St George is the largest island, and contains 
the principal town of the same name, with 3000 inhabitants. 
It has a good harbor, well fortified, and is an important 
British naval station. 


What is the extent of the British 
West India Islands? Population ? 
How are they divided? Name 
them, and point them out on the 
map. Describe the Bahamas. 
How are they situated ? The chief 
Islands? Describe Jamaica IIow 
is it situated? What mountains 
does it coutain ? Describe its pro¬ 
ducts What are the chief towns ? 
Describe the Leeward Isiauds. 
How are they situated ? What are 


the principal islands, and their chief 
towns ? Describe the Windward 
Isiauds. How are they situated ? 
Describe the principal islands and 
their chief towns. Describe Trini¬ 
dad. How is it situated ? What 
remarkable lake, Ac., does it con¬ 
tain ? What are its exports ? What 
is its chief town ? Describe the 
Bermudas Where are they situ¬ 
ated ? What is the principal island 
and town, and for what is it useful ? 


SPANISH ISLANDS. 

/ Area, 52,000 square miles ; population, 2,000,000 ; about the size of 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 

The Spanish Islands are Cuba, Isla de Pinos, and Puerto 
Rico, 

Cuba (1,370,000) is the largest and most important of all the 
West India Islands. It is 760 miles long, and about 60 broad, 
and is traversed by an extensive chain of mountains from 
east to west, covered with valuable cabinet woods, such a9 
mahogany, &c. The soil is very fertile, especially in the val¬ 
leys in the north, producing sugar, coffee, and the best 
tobacco. It possesses valuable copper-mines in the east. Its 
climate is delightful, and hurricanes rarely occur. A very 
large proportion of the inhabitants are negro slaves, but as 
ttie Government of Spain, since the revolution in 1868, has 
decided to abolish slavery, they will probably be emancipated 
shortly, and thus the last remnant of negro slavery will have 
passed away. 


Exercises on the Map — West Indies. —Which island is nearest to 
Yucatan? Which group is most northerly? Which most southerly? 
How is Puerto Rico situated? In what direction is Havana from Key . 
West ? St Thomas from Kingston, Jamaica ? What islands are near San j 


Havana (230,000) is the capital and largest city, and pos¬ 
sesses a magnificent harbor. It carries on a large trade, and 
is celebrated for its cigars. It is elegantly built, and the 
cathedral contains the remains of Columbus. It is connected 
by railway with Matanzas (36,000), a considerable seaport, as 
is also Santiago (24,000). Puerto Principe (33,000), a large 
town, is situated in the interior, and is poorly built. 

Puerto Bico lies to the east of Havti. It is beautifully 
diversified in surface, well watered, and very fertile. It ex 
ports chiefly sugar, coffee, and tobacco. San Juan (20,000), 
on the north coast, is the capital. 


Hayti, or St Domingo (about 700,000), lying to the east of 
Cuba and Jamaica, is the second of the West India Islands 
in size. For many years it was owned jointly by France and 
Spain ; but in 1791, during the French Revolution, the negroes 
expelled the French, formed a kind of republic of their own, 
and were declared independent in 1800. The Spaniards held 
the other portion till 1821. Both portions now form the 
separate independent republics of Hayti and Dominica ; but 
they are continually in a turmoil of revolutions. The island 
is fertile, producing sugar, tobacco, &c., and the condition of 
the country under the negroes is much better than that of the 
Central American States. 

Port au Prince (21,000) is the capital of Hayti, and Cape 
Haytien a large and important town. 

St Domingo (10,000) is the capital of Dominica, and is re¬ 
markable as having been the first city founded by the Span¬ 
iards in America. Santiago is also a large town. 

Santana, on the north-east coast, has been purchased by the 
United States as a naval station. 

The French Islands comprise— 

Martinique (chief town, St Pierre), Guadalovpe (chief 
town, Basseterre), Marie Galante , Desirade , and the northern 
part of St Martin. 

St Pierre (20,000) is the capital and largest town, and Port „ 
Royal the seaport of Martinique. Guadaloupe contains the 
volcano La Souffritre , or Sulphur Mountain. Basseteire is the 
capital, and Point-d-Pitre the largest town. 

The Dutch Islands comprise — 

St Eustatius , Saba , the southern part of St Martin , and 
Buen Ayre , Curafoa , and Oimba, off the coast of Vene¬ 
zuela. 

St Eustatius , on the island of the same name, and Willem- 
stadt, on Curagoa, are the principal towns, and carry on a con¬ 
siderable trade. 

The Danish Islands comprise — 

St Thomas , St John , and Santa Cruz, 

St Thomas , on the island of the same name, is the principal 
station for the West India mail-steamers. 

Chnstianstadt , on Santa Cruz, is an important town. 

Sweden possesses St Bartholomew , witti its capital Gus- (j 
tavia. /j 

-— " / / 

Domingo? How is Port au Prince situated ? Among what groups of 
Islands are the French Islands? The Dutch Islands? The Danish/ 
Islands? How is Trinidad separated from South America on the 
West? In what groups are St Kitts, Nevis, Barbadoes, Barbuda? 
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V/hlch are the Spanish West In¬ 
dia Islands? IIow are they situ¬ 
ated ? What is their extent ? Po¬ 
pulation ? Size? Describe Cuba. 
]ts productions, soil, climate, Sc c. 
Which are its chief towns? Where 
are they situated? Describe Puerto 
Kico. Its chief town. Describe 
llayti. Ilow is it situated? IIow 
was it divided? What is its pre¬ 
sent position? Describe the soil. 


Ac. State of the country. What 
are the chief towns? What islands 
belong to France? Where are 
they situated? What are their 
chief towns? What islands beloug 
to Holland ? Where are they situ¬ 
ated ? What a r e their chief towns? 
What islands belong to Denmark? 
How are they situated? What 
island belongs to Sweden ? 


pl{J> "j SOUTH AMERICA. 

Area, 7,150,000 square miles; greatest extent from north to south, 
4t500 miles; and from east to west, 3200 miles; population, 
27,420,000 ; persons to square mile, 4. 

South America comprises the southern portion of 
the American continent from the Isthmus of Panama. 


It is bounded on the North by the Caribbean Sea; 
on the West by the Pacific Ocean ; on the South by 
the Antarctic Ocean ; and on the East by the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Like North America, South America may be divided into 
four great regions, besides the narrow strip of land between the 
Andes and the Pacific: the north-eastern slope or valley of 
the Orinoco; the great central plain or valley of the Amazon, 
extending from the Andes on the Pacific coast to the Atlantic 
Ocean, across the widest part of the continent; the Atlantic 
slope from the mountains of Brazil eastward ; and the south¬ 
eastern slope or valley of the La Plata, consisting chiefly of 
vast pampas or desert plains. 

The great chain of the Andes extends from the extreme 
north to the southern point of the continent, more than 4000 
miles in length, along the Pacific coast, from which it is never 
more than 200 miles distant. The Andes are only exceeded in 
height by a few peaks of the Himalayas, but^fwe nowhere in 
the world equalled for the vast extent and size crhtheir rugged 
masses. In the north they consist of three parallel chains, 
but do not reach their greatest height until they unite in 
the high tablelands of Quito in Ecuador, which are 6000 feet 
above the sea. H4re they form a mass of enormous volcanoes 
from 18,000 to 22,000 feet above the sea, their summits covered 
with perpetual snow. Amongst these are Chimborazo; Coto¬ 
paxi, the most dreaded volcano ; Antisana, and others. They 
then extend south in two parallel chains, enclosing Lake Titi¬ 
caca, which is 12,000 feet above the sea, and 150 miles in 
length, and empties only into another small lake, which has 
bo apparent outlet. On the tablelands between Bolivia and 
Peru they form another group of immense peaks of equal 
height, comprising Illimani, Sorata, Sahama, Arequipa, and 
others. From this they extend southwards in one chain,^till, 
from occupying 400 miles in breadth, they gradually narrow 
down to 20 in Patagonia. The highest summits in the whole 
range are Sorata in Bolivia, 24,812 feet, and Aconcagua, near 
Valparaiso, in Chili, nearly 24,000 feet high. 

In the north-east are the parallel chains of the Parim£ and 
Acaray mountains, rising from 7000 to 10,000 feet high ; and 
cn the east, in Brazil, there are several chains of mountains. 


generally stretching from north to south, but not of any great 
height. 

The Andes contain the sources of some of the greatest 
rivers in the world. The Amazon rises in Peru, receives on 
the north bank the Napo , Putumayo , Yapura, and Negro — 
the latter forming a remarkable connexion with the Orinoco 
by means of the Cassiquiare River; and on the 'south bank, 
the Ucayali , Purus , Madeira , Tapajos , and Xingu ; and flows 
into the Atlantic by an estuary 180 miles wide at its mouth, 
after a course of over 4000 miles. It is navigable to the mouth 
of the Ucayali, over 2000 miles, and most of its affluents-for 
the greater part of their courses. On the Madeira are remark¬ 
able falls. The tide flows into the Amazon as far as 300 miles 
from its mouth, and at spring tides is headed by a bore, or 
tidal wave, which frequently swallows up and destroys any 
boats on the river. 

The La Plata is formed by the junction of the Uruguay 
and Parana Rivers , rising in the high table-lands of 
Brazil, the latter receiving from the west the Salado , and 
Paraguay , which also has several large tributaries. It is 
2700 miles long, and is navigable for large vessels for 1300 
miles. At Buenos Ayres, 200 miles from its mouth, it is 30 
miles wide. 

The Orinoco rises in the ParimS Mountains, and flows into 
the Atlantic, by a number of mouths, a little south of the 
Inland of Trinidad. Its length is about 1600 miles, and it is 
navigable for 1000 miles. The Orinoco connects with the 
Bio Negro and Amazon by th9 Cassiquiare River, forming a 
complete chain of inland navigation. 

The other important rivers are the Magdalena , flowinglnto 
the Caribbean Sea; the E&sequibo, Para, with its affluent the 
Tocantins , Paranahyba , and San Francisco in the north, and 
the Colorado and Negro in the south, flowing into the Atlan¬ 
tic. The Para may be considered as an arm of the Amazon, 
separating Marajo Island from the mainland. 

West of the Andes are no rivers of consequence, the moan- 
tains being so close to the coast, and the intervening land being 
generally hot and dry. 

South America is very compact, the coast-line being almost 
unbroken. 

The principal capes are on the east coast,— Gallinas, 
St Roque , Frio, St Antonio; and Horn , at the southern ex¬ 
tremity. 

The bays, straits, &c., are few. The principal are:— 

The Gulfs of Darien, Maracaybo, I lan. between Patagonia and Tierra 
ami Daria, on the north; All Saints del Fuego ; the Gulfs of Guayaquil 
Bay. GulfsofMatias&ud St George, and Panama on the west; besides 
on the east; the Strait qf Magel- | the estuaries of the large rivers. 

To the south are the Falkland Islands, Tierra del Fuego, 
Cape Horn, Staten Island , and numerous small groups of 
islands off the west coast of Patagonia, the principal of which 
are Wellington Island and Chiloe Island. To the west of Chili 
is Juan Fernandez Island , and off the coast of Ecuador are the 
Galapagos or Turtle Islands. 

The climate of South America varies greatly even within a 
distance of a few miles. At the equator the snow-line is about 
16,000 feet above the sea, and from this down to the base of 


Exercises on the Map—South America—How is South America this? In what zone is the greater part of South America situated? 

joined to North America? What oceans and sea wash the'shores of Which countries border on the Caribbean Sea? On the Atlantic? On 

raouth America? What rivers flow into the Atlantic? Into the Carib- the Pacific? Which is the largest country ? Which is entirely in tha 

uean Sea? Do any rivers flow into the Pacific ? What is the cause of interior ? What is the southern point of South America called ? 
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the mountains are to be found the climate and vegetation of 
all the zones in succession. It is generally hot and unhealthy 
on the coast ; on the east within the tropics it is very moist, 
but on some parts of the west coast rain never falls. No part 
of the world is so subject to volcanic eruptions and earth¬ 
quakes as those countries situated near the Andes. Nearly 
aU the principal cities in the western part of the continent 
have been more or less destroyed by them. An earthquake 
at one time permanently raised a great part of the coast of 
Chili from two to seven feet above its former level. 

The soil of South America is remarkable for its fertility. 
Humboldt estimates the vegetable productions of South 
America at about one-third of all the varieties in the world. 
Along the banks of the Amazon the country is densely wooded, 
but the courses of the other large rivers are chiefly through 
vast grassy plains. Cassava, cocoa, indigo, sugar, cotton 
coffee, Peruvian bark, and other medicinal plants, cinnamon, 
and all the tropical fruits and spices, are produced abundantly 
and with but little labor: but owing to the unsettled political 
state of the country, and the want of enterprise in the inhabi¬ 
tants, agriculture is greatly neglected, and the vast resources 
of the continent lie idle. 

The animals peculiar to South America are—the llama and 
the alpaca; the first a species of camel, but smaller, and with¬ 
out a hump; the other resembling a sheep or goat, and yielding 
fine wool; the condor of the Andes, the sloth, taper, armadillo • 
monkeys, serpents, birds of brilliant plumage, and a great 
variety of insects swarm, especially in the forests of Guiana. 

South America is also very rich in the most valuable mine¬ 
rals : gold, diamonds, and precious stones are extensively found 
in Brazil and other parts; silver in Peru and Bolivia; and iron 
and other metals in Brazil. 

The Portuguese formerly possessed Brazil, and the Spaniards 
the rest of the continent, except Patagonia, which is little 
known and little valued; but all the States are now in¬ 
dependent. 

When South America was first conquered by the Spaniards, 
the inhabitants of Peru were to a great extent civilised, had a 
regular form of government, and built fine cities, temples, and 
monuments; but most of the other Indians, as they were 
called, were ignorant and barbarous. The present population 
consists chiefly of Indians, and mixed races of whites, Indians, 
and negroes. The whites probably number less than one-third 
of the whole. 

South America is divided into nine republics, one limited 
monarchy (Brazil), and one European possession (Guiana), 
Patagonia being still in the possession of the natives. 


New Granada, or United States 
of Colombia. 

Venezuela. 

Ecuador. 

Guiana. 

Brazil. 

Peru. 


The Countries are :— 


Bolivia, or Upper Peru. 
Chili. 

La Plata or Argentina. 
Paraguay. 

Uruguay. 

Patagonia. 


What is the area of South Amer¬ 
ica? Extent? Population? What 
does South America comprise ? 
How is it bounded ? How may it 


be divided ? Describe the divi¬ 
sions. Describe the Andes. Trace 
them on the map. Describe their 
appearance in the different coun¬ 


tries. What ether mountains are 
there? Point them out on the 
map. Name the principal rivers. 
Trace their courses on the map 
Describe the Amazon, La Plata 
Orinoco, rescribe the coast line 
o* {kmth America. Name the 
principal gulfs, bays, straits. Ac I 
Point them out on the map Where 
are they situated ? Name the prin¬ 
cipal capes, and point them out on 

the map. Where are they situated ? 
Name the principal islands, and 


point them out on the map. Where 
are they situated ? Describe the 
climate of South America. To 
what is South America subject ? 
Describe the soil, vegetable produc¬ 
tions, st'>e of the country. De¬ 
scribe the animals, minerals, and 
where they are found. What was 
the condition of Peru when first 
conquered ? Describe the present 
inhabitants. How is South Amer¬ 
ica divided ? Name the countries, 
and point them out. 


NEW GRANADA, OR UNITED STATES OF COLOMBIA. 

Area, 520,000 square miles ; population, 2,900,000 ; persons to square 
mile, 5£ ; three times the size of Ontario. 4 

Capital, Bogota. 


The United States of Colombia occupy the north¬ 
west part of the continent, and join Central America by 
the Isthmus of Panama or Darien, which is from 30 to 50 
miles wide. Along with the adjoining states Venezuela 
and Ecuador, it formed the republic of Colombia, after 
the Spanish colonies had gained their independence ; but 
the confederation was broken up in 1832, and each 
State now forms au independent republic. 

The Andes traverse the western part of the country in three 
chains but in the south and east it is a level plain", forming 
part of the llanos, or vast grassy plains annually inundated by 
the Orinoco. The Magdalena River flows northward, between 
the parallel chains of the Andes, into the Caribbean Sea, after 
a course of about 860 miles. 

The climate in the lower parts of the country is hot, damp 
and unhealthy; but most of the cities are built on the high 
tablelands of the Andes. The forests in the mountains contain 
mahogany, caoutchouc, and other valuable trees. The soil is 
fertile; and cotton, sugar, indigo, coffee, cocoa, cinnamon, and 
other tropical products grow in great abundance; but apicul¬ 
ture and commerce are at a low ebb. On the llanos vastherds 
of cattle roam ; and hides aud tallow form important articles of 
export. Gold, platinum, and precious stones are also found 
in the mountains. 

The Isthmus of Panama, belonging to the United States 
is now traversed by a railway from Aspinwall, on the Carib¬ 
bean Sea, to Panama, on the Pacific ; affording great facilities 
for the commerce of the Eastern States with California and 
the Pacific. 

The only religion tolerated is the Roman Catholic. 

Bogota (50,000), the capital, is a well-built city, situated on 
a level plain, nearly 9000 feet above the sea. Coal is found in 
the vicinity. Near the city the Bogota River falls over a per¬ 
pendicular precipice 600 feet high. Cartagena is the princi¬ 
pal seaport. 


What is the area of New Gran¬ 
ada? Population? Size? Capital? 
Where is it situated, and how 
bounded ? Of what did it once form 
]mrt ? Describe the surface, moun¬ 
tains, rivers, Ac. Describe the 


climate, productions, soil. W'hat 
are found on the llanos? What 
minerals are found? For what is 
Panama famous? Describe the 
chief towns. Where are they situ¬ 
ated ? 


c Af ES ON Wap— I South America —What strait divides the 

lie tn tJ!i hern f I>a J t *K f S o Uth America from mainland ? What islands 
noin? h°V he Straitof Ma e e,lan? What is the north ern 

point of South Amenca called? What river flows through New 


Granada ? For what is the north western part of New Granada imnor 
» nt n What large river flows through Venezuela ? Wl?a? imnoT^ 
lsl ind belonging to Britain lies on the north-east of Venezuela? What 
countries adjoin Venezuela ? What large gulf is on the north wesf? 
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VENEZUELA. 

Area, 400,000 square miles ; population, 1,600,000; persons to a square 
mile, 4 ; twice the size of the province of Quebec. 

Capital, Caracas. 

Venezuela lies to the east of New Granada, on the 
Caribbean Sea, and south of the Lesser Antilles. It 
formed one of the States of the republic of Colombia, 
which was dissolved in 1832, and is now an independent 
republic. 


The Parime Mountains separate it from Brazil ; and one of 
the chains of the Andes is continued from New Granada in a 
north-easterly direction along the coast. It is watered by the 
Orinoco, which flows through extensive llanos, or level grassy 
plains, supporting vast herds of cattle. The climate, soil, pro¬ 
ducts, and religion are the same as those of New Granada. 

Lake Maracaybo is situated in the north-west; and on its. 
shores is an inexhaustible mine of asphalt, or pitch. 

Caracas (50,000) is the capital. It was nearly destroyed 
by an earthquake in 1812, when 12,000 persons lost their lives. 
Valencia (15,000) is the next largest town. Maracaybo and 
Cumana are the chief seaports, and are very unhealthy. 


What is the area of Venezuela? 
Population ? Size ? Capital ? 
Where is it situated, and how 
bounded I Of what did it formerly 


compose part? Describe the sur¬ 
face, climate, &c. Describe Lake 
Maracaybo. Describe the chief 
towns. Where are they situated ? 


ECUADOR. 

Area, 390,000 square miles ; population, 1.100,000 ; persons to a square 
mile, 4 ; ten times the size of New Brunswick. 

Capital, Quito. 

Ecuador is situated to the south of New Granada, 
and is directly under the equator, as its name implies. 
It also formed one of the states of the republic of 
Colombia. 

In the west it is traversed by the Andes, which have there 
some of their highest summits and most remarkable volcanoes. 
Cotopaxi is the most tremendous volcano in the world, and 
rises to the height of 18,875 feet, in the form of a perfect 
cone; its summit covered with eternal snow. The flames 
from its crater sometimes rise 3000 feet above its summit, 
with a terrific roaring noise. Chimborazo is also a conical 
peak, upwards of 21,000 feet high. Pichincha, on the slope 
of which the city of Quito is built, and Antisana, are also 
formidable volcanoes. In the east, Ecuador includes part of 
the level wooded valley of the Amazon. The climate, soil, 
productions, and religion resemble those of New Granada. 
The Galapagos , or Turtle Islands, in the Pacific Ocean, 650 
miles to the west, belong to Ecuador. 

Quito (75,000), the capital, is 9500 feet above the level of 
the sea, and is built in a valley on the east side of the volcano 
Pichincha. It enjoys a most delightful climate; but, like 
most of the towns in the republic, has suffered much from 
■earthquakes. Cuenca (20,000) is the next most important 
town, and, with J Loxa, exports Peruvian bark. Guayaquil 
(20,000) is the principal seaport. 


What is the area of Ecuador? 
Population? Size? Capital? From 
what does it receive its name? 
Where is it situated, and how 
bounded? Describe the surface. 


Describe the celebrated volcanoes 
it contains. Describe the climate, 
Ac. What islands belong to Ecua¬ 
dor? Describe the chief towns. 
Where are they situated? 


GUIANA. 

Area, 195,000 square miles; population, 270,000; persons to a square 
mile, 1$ ; rather larger than Ontario. 

Guiana is situated on the Atlantic, between Vene¬ 
zuela and Brazil. It is the only part of the continent 
possessed by European nations. It is divided into :— 


Chief Towns. 


British Guiana, .... Georgetown. 

Dutch Guiana, or Surinam, . . Paramaribo. 

French Guiana, .... Cayenne. 

The Aceray Mountains separate it from Brazil. From being 
low and marshy on the coast, the land gradually rises towards 
the interior, and becomes more mountainous. The climate is 
the mildest of any country situated in the tropics, owing to 
the trade winds, and cool land and sea breezes. The soil is 
remarkably fruitful, and produces sugar, coffee, rice, various 
medicinal plants, Cayenne pepper, and other tropical spices 
in the greatest abundance. Vegetation is most luxuriant; and 
the forests swarm with monkeys, birds of brilliant plumage, 
insects, &c. 

British Guiana , the largest of the three divisions, was con¬ 
quered from the Dutch in 1803. It is divided into three dis*- 
tricts—Berbice, Demerara, and Essequibo. Geoi'getown[ 30,000), 
the capital, is situated at the mouth of the Demerara River. 
Most of the inhabitants of the town and country are negroes. 

Dutch Guiana is the central portion of the country, and is 
sometimes called Surinam. Paramaribo , the capital, is situ¬ 


ated on the Surinam River. 


French Guiana is used as a penal settlement. Cayenne , tho 
capital, is situated on an island of the same name, and giver 
its name to the spices of red pepper, or capsicum, grown in 
Guiana, and known as Cayenne pepper. * 


What is the area of Guiana? 
Population? Size? Where is it 
situated, and how bounded? For 
what is it noted ? How is it divided ? 
Describe the surface, climate, soil, 


products, Ac. Describe British. 
Guiana. Its chief town. Its in¬ 
habitants. Describe Dutch Guiana. 
Its capital. Describe French 
Guiana. .Its capital. 


BRAZIL. 

Area, 3,134,000 square miles ; population, 12,000,000 ; persons to a 
square mile, 4 ; about the same size as the Dominion of Canada. 

Capital, Rio Janeiro. 

The Empire of Brazil is bounded on the North by 
Guiana and Venezuela; on the "West by New Granada, 
Ecuador, and Peru ; on the West and South hy Bolivia, 
Paraguay, La Plata, and Uruguay ; and on the East by 
the Atlantic. 

This immense country formerly belonged to Portugal, but 
was acknowledged independent in 1825, and now constitutes, 
an hereditary monarchy under a branch of the royal family' 
of Portugal. 

It is intersected by a number of chains of mountains,, 
generally extending from north to south, and by high table- 


Exercises on the Map—South America.— What countries adjoin 
Ecuador? Guiana? Brazil? On what ocean is Ecuador situated? 
Guiana ? Brazil ? What river separates Ecuador from Peru ? What 
great rivers flow through Brazil ? How is Brazil separated from Guiana ? 


From Paraguay ? To whom does the largest portion of Guiana belong ? 
How is Rio Janeiro situated? How is Bahia situated? Maranhao? 
Pernambuco ? Quito? In what direction from Rio Janeiro is Bahia? 
Cayenne ? Quito ? Caracas ? Maranhao ? Pernambuco ? 
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lands, stretching westward, and dividing the tributaries of the 
Amazon from those of the Paraguay. The Amazon forms 
the great feature of the northern part of the empire, and most 
of its large tributaries flow through Brazil. There are, besides 
these, the Para, Paranahyba, and San Francisco Rivers; so 
that no country in the world possesses within the same limits 
so many or such extensive navigable rivers. The valley of the 
Amazon is celebrated for its valuable forests of mahogany, 
logwood, and Brazil wood. From the south-west portion of 
the central table-lands, the vast pampas, or level plains 
covered with grass and small shrubs, commence, and extend 
as far south as Patagonia. 

The climate of Brazil is one of the most delightful in the 
world, especially in the south and east, where it is almost per¬ 
petual summer. In the valley of the Amazon it is hotter and 
more moist, rain falling almost every day; but on the table¬ 
lands it is cooler and more healthy. There is no country in the 
world so favored by nature as Brazil, and yet so little im¬ 
proved. Sugar, rice, coffee, tobacco, and drugs grow exten¬ 
sively in the north, and grain and fruits in the southern and 
more elevated parts. Vast herds of cattle are raised, and 
hides and tallow are largely exported ; but agriculture and 
commerce are greatly neglected. Brazil is also rich in gold 
and other precious metals, and celebrated for its diamonds, 
which are principally found on the San Francisco River. 
Most of the animals of South America are found in Brazil, 
besides a vast variety of every species of vegetation. About 
three-fourths of the whole population consist of Indians and 
negroes. 

The Roman Catholic is the prevailing religion. 

RioJaneiro (400,000), the capital, is situated on a magnifi¬ 
cent^bay^amTis the largest city in South America. It contains 
many fine buildings, and is the chief centre of commerce in the 
country Bahia or San Salvador (120,000), the former capital, 
is situated on the Bay of All Saints, and exports large quan¬ 
tities of sugar. Pernambuco , Maranhao, and Para are also 
important commercial towns, and are all situated on the coast. 
The inland towns are small and unimportant. 


What is the area of Brazil ? Po¬ 
pulation ? Size? Capital? Where 
is it situated, and how bounded ? 
To whom did it formerly belong ? 
Describe the surface. What are its 
principal rivers? Trace them on 
the map. For what is the valley of 


the Amazon celebrated? What 
commences in the south-west? 
Describe the climate, products, 
minerals, and where they are round. 
Animais. Inhabitants. Religion. 
Describe the chief towns. Where 
are they situated ? For what noted ? 


PERU. 

Area, 600,000 square miles; population, 3,000,000; persons to a square 
mile, 6; three times the size of Ontario. 

Capital, Lima. 

Peru is situated on the Pacific, to the south of Ecua¬ 
dor, and west of Brazil and Bolivia. It was conquered 
by the Spaniards under Pizarro in 1532, and remained 
in their possession till 1821, when it became an inde- 
$>endent republic. 

It is traversed by the double chain of the Andes, between 
which are high table-lands about 8000 feet above the sea, 


r»v*wn!^- IS *? ON M ap —South America.— On what ocean are Peru 

£! d Pl«i ? H <> w .w Peru separated from Bolivia? Chili from 

La Plats? \\hat countries adjoin Bolivia? What are the nrinci 
pal cities on the Pacific coast ? Are Peru, Bolivia, and Chili north or 


where are situated most of the large towns. The climate is 
there cool and delightful, and the soil rich and fertile, yielding 
all the ordinary grains. The products resemble those of 
Brazil; and Peruvian bark, guano, and various dye woods are 
largely exported. In the eastern range of the Andes are the 
valuable gold and silver mines, for which Peru has long been 
famous. The tract between the Andes and the Pacific is chiefly 
a het desert sandy plain. To the east the country forms part 
of the vast forest plain or valley of the Amazon. About 
fifteen miles from the coast are the Chincha Islands—three in 
number celebrated for their extensive deposits of guano, 
which is largely exported. Nearly everything has to be carried 
into or out of the interior of the country on the backs of mules 
or llamas. The Andes are. celebrated for their rugged and 
dangerous, but picturesque scenery. Travelling is very diffi¬ 
cult, men and mules often requiring to be taken across a 
torrent, slung to a single rope. Earthquakes are frequent, and 
some of the largest volcanoes of the Andes rise on the borders 
of Peru and Bolivia. The only religion tolerated is the 
Roman Catholic. 


Lima (150,000), the capital, is situated in the midst of a 
fertile plain, and is connected by railway with Callao, its 
seaport. Cuzco, the ancient capital of the Incas of Peru, ia 
situated in the interior, and still contains the remains of the 
magnificent Temple of the Sun, and other monuments attesting 
the ancient civilization of the inhabitants. Arequipa and 
Pasco are the next most important towns. 


What is the area of Peru ? Popu¬ 
lation ? Size? Capital? Where 
is it situated, and how bounded ? 
To whom did it formerly belong? 
Describe the surface. Climate. 
Products. Minerals. What islands 


belong to Peru ? For what are they 
famous? Describe the difficulties 
of the Andes. To what is the 
country subject? What is the reli¬ 
gion ? Describe the chief towns 
Where are they situated ? 


BOLIVIA. 

Area, 500,000 square miles ; population, 2,000,000; persons to a square 
mile, 4 ; more than twice the size of Quebec. 

Capital, Chcquisaoa. 

Bolivia, up to the year 1825, formed part of Peru, 
and now takes its name from Bolivar, the leader wha 
was chiefly instrumental in gaining its independence. 

It is situated almost entirely in the interior, between Peru 
and Brazil, to the north of La Plata, possessing only a small 
portion of coast-line with one small seaport, Cobija. 

On the borders of Bolivia and Peru the double chain of the 
Andes encloses Lake Titicaca, the sacred lake of the ancient 
Peruvians. It is nearly 13,000 feet above the level of the sea. 
Between the Andes and the Pacific is a sandy desert, but to 
the east, of the Andes the country consists of a vast forest plain 
watered by the tributaries of the Amazon and Paraguay. The 
products are the same as those of Brazil aud Peru. The wool 
of the alpaca is also largely exported. Silver was once found 
in great quantities, but latterly the mines have not bee a 
nearly so productive. The Roman Catholic is the only reli-ion 
tolerated. ° 


Chuquisaca (25,000) is the capital Potosi (22,000) is 
13,000 feet above the sea, and contains the famous silver 


south of the equator? In what direction from Valparaiso is Lima? 

Chi!?» U1S w? \ K |° *? i f ne - ir ,° ? ^ ce,eb ™ted island lies to the west of 
Cbih ? What valuable islands he to the west of Peru ? What seanort 
town has Bolivia? Has it any other seaports? In what aone is it ? ^ 
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mines. A certury ago it contained 150,000 inhabitants. La 
Vaz (75,000) is the largest town, situated near the lofty 
volcanoes, Illimani and Sorata. Cochabamba is a town of some 


importance. 

What is the area of Bolivia? 
Population? Size? Capital? Where 
is it situated, and how is it bounded ? 
Of what did it form part ? From 
what does it take its name ? When 


did it become independent? De¬ 
scribe Lake Titicaca. Describe the 
surface of Bolivia. Products. Mine¬ 
rals. Religion. Describe the chief 
towns. Where are they situated ? 


CHILI. 

Area, 110,000 square miles ; population, 2,000,0°0 ; persons to a square 
mile, 14 ; two-thirds the size of Quebec. 

Capital, Santiago. 

Chilt consists of a long, narrow strip of land between 
the Andes and the Pacific Ocean, and extending from 
Bolivia southwards for 1200 miles. It is about 150 
miles in width at the broadest part. It also claims 
Patagonia. Chiloe Island , a large, well-wooded island, 
and Juan Fernandez , or Robinson Crusoes Island, 
belong to Chili. 

The surface is mountainous or hilly from the Andes to the 
coast. The Andes here form only one chain, and rise in the 
peak of Aconcagua to the height of 24,000 feet. Between the 
mountains are beautiful and fertile valleys. In the north is 


the desert of Atacama. 

The climate in the northern and middle regions is hot and 
dry, but becomes cooler towards the south. Earthquakes are 
frequent, and often very destructive. The soil is very pro¬ 
ductive. Potatoes, wheat, and maize are extensively cultivated, 
besides olives, figs, and vines. Chili is supposed to be the 
native country of the potato. The seasons are reversed from 
what they are in the northern hemisphere, winter being in the 
months of June and July. Gold, silver, and copper are found 
to a great extent near Copiapo, in the north. Chili is the most 
progressive of the states of South America, and exports largely 
guano, copper, and saltpetre. Its trade is ohiefly with Great 
Britain. 

Santiago (150,000), the capital, is situated in a beautiful and 
fertile district, about 60 miles from the coast. Valparaiso 
(72,000), the port of Santiago, is the principal commercial city, 
and carries on a large trade, chiefly with Britain. Concepcion 
and Copiapo are the next towns of importance. 


What is the area of Chili ? Po¬ 
pulation ? Size ? Capital ? Where 
is it situated, and how bounded ? 
How far does it extend ? What is 
its breadth? What islands belong 
to it ? Describe the surface. What 


remarkable mountain is in Chili ? 
How many miles high is it? De¬ 
scribe the climate. Soil. Produc¬ 
tions. Seasons. Minerals. Trade. 
Describe the chief towns. Where 
are they situated? 


LA PLATA. 

Area, P0'\000 square miles ; population, 1.800.000 ; persons to square 
mile, 2 ; more than twice the size of all the eastern provinces of 
the Dominion. 

Capital, Buenos Ayres. 

La Plata, or the Argentine Confederation, occupies 
<he central country between the Andes and the rivers 
Paraguay and Uruguay, and extends from Bolivia to 


Patagonia. It comprises twelve federate States, which 
obtained their independence between 1810 and 1816. 

The surface consists chiefly of flat level plains, called pampas, 
covered with coarse grass or sand. The largest is in the north¬ 
east, called the desert of El Gran Chaco , and froTn it others 
extend west to the Andes, and south as far as Patagonia. In 
the south-west are numerous swamps and salt lakes. On these 
pampas vast herds of cattle and wild horses roam, and form the 
chief wealth of the country. Hides, tallow, and bones are 
largely exported. The rivers of La Plata are large and im¬ 
portant, including the Uruguay and the Parana , with its 
tributaries, the Paraguay , Pilcomayo , Vermcjo , and Salado , 
flowing into the estuary called the Rio de la Plata; and the 
Colorado and Negro further south. The climate is hot, and 
violent hurricanes, called pamperos, occur on the pampas. 
The soil in the middle region Is fertile, producing wheat, 
cotton, sugar, and rice, but agriculture is little attended to. 
The greater part of the inhabitants are Indians or mixed races. 
The prevailing religion is the Roman Catholic. 

Buenos Ayres, the most important State of the Confed¬ 
eration, extends from the estuary of the La Plata to the 
Negro River, which separates it from Patagonia. It separated 
from the Argentine Confederation in 1853, but joined it again 
in 1861. Grain is now cultivated to a limited extent. 

Buenos Ayres (177,000), the capital, and largest city in the 
Confederation, is situated near the head of the estuary of the 
La Plata, the navigation of which is rendered dangerous by 
numerous shoals, and by the pamperos, or hurricanes from 
the pampas. It is an important commercial port, and is 
rapidly increasing. It exports chiefly hides, tallow, wool, 
and skins. «. v 

Parana (8000), the former capital, is situated on the river 
Parana, 240 miles north-west, of Buenos Ayres. Corrientct 
(20,000), Cordova , Mendoza , and San Juan are the principal 
towns. The pass of Mendoza is upon the great commercial road 
across the Andes between Valparaiso and Buenos Ayres. 



What is the area of La Plata ? 
Population? Size? Capital? Where 
ir La Plata situated, and how 
bounded ? Of what is it composed ? 
Describe the surface. Which is the 
largest of the pampas? What do the 


pampas supply ? Describe the 
rivers, and trace them on the map. 
Describe the climate. Soil. Pro¬ 
ductions. Religion. Describe 
Buenos Ayres. Describe the chief 
towns. Where are they situated? 


PARAGUAY. 

Area, 80,000 square miles; population, 1 , 340 , 000 ; persons to square 
mile, 17 ; three times the size of New Brunswick. 

Capital, Asuncion. 

Paraguay lies wholly in the interior, between the 
Paraguay and Parana Rivers. It resembles La Plata in 
physical features, climate, products, and religion ; but 
in the north is more mountainous, and produces a 
species of holly, about one and a half feet high, called 
Matte or Paraguay tea, which is largely used as tea ia 
South America. 

Paraguay gained its independence from Spain in 1813, and 


Exercises on the Map —South America. —What countries 
adjoin La Plata? How is it separated from Uruguay ? From Brazil} 
From Paraguay ? From Chili ? Which country occupies the moot 
buuthern part of South America ? How is Buenos Ayres situated ? How 


is Monte Video situated t In what direction from Buenos Ayres is Rio 
Janeiro? Valparaiso? Callao? Asuncion? Santiago? What is the 
southern ooaet of Chill remarkable for? Which is the largest island? 
In what direction from the capital is Valparaiso? 
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up to the year 1340 was ruled by a native creole, Dr. Francia, 
who strictly excluded all foreigners. After his death this re¬ 
striction was removed. The late Dictator, Lopez, pursued a 
similar course, and indulged in many cruelties both to natives 
and foreigners. Brazil and La Plata at last joined in declaring 
war against him, which lasted till his death, in 1870, after a 
heroic struggle, worthy of a better cause. 

Asuncion (20,000), the capital, is situated near the junction 
of the Pilcomayo and Paraguay rivers. 

What is the area of Paraguay ? 

Population? Size? Capital? Where 
is it situated, and how bounded ? 


Describe its surface, climate, Ac. 


What does it produce ? How was 
it formerly governed? Describe 
the capital. 


URUGUAY. 

Area, 71,000 square miles ; population, 387,000 ; persons to a square 
mile, 5 ; about one-third the size of the province of Quebec. 

Capital, Most* Video. 

Uruguay, or Banda Oriental as it was called, lies be¬ 
tween the Uruguay River and the Atlantic Ocean, and 
between Brazil and the estuary of the La Plata. 

It formerly belonged to Buenos Ayres, with which it was 
long engaged in hostilities, until it was acknowledged inde¬ 
pendent in 1828. 

In physical features, climate, products, and religion it re¬ 
sembles La Plata. Its exports are chiefly hides and tallow to 
Great Britain, and dried beef to the West Indies. Within the 
last thirty years it has largely increased in population, and 
greatly improved. 

Monte Video (100,000), the capital, possesses the best har¬ 
bor on the La Plata, and carries on the chief trade of the 
country. 


What is the area of Uruguay ? 
Population? Size? Capital? Where 
is it situated, and how bounded? 
To whom did it formerly belong? 


Describe its surface, climate, Ac 
What progress has it made ? De¬ 
scribe its capital. Where is it 
situated ? 


EUROPE. 7$ ^ 

• v ; . 

^ PATAGONIA. 

Area, 360,000 square miles; nearly as large as Ontario and Quebec. 
Patagonia comprises the southern extremity of South 
America, but little is known of the country or its people. 

It consists chiefly, however, of level pampas, which are cold 
and barren. The Andes extend along the Pacific coast. It is 
thinly inhabited by a tall, well-formed race of Indians, who sub¬ 
sist on the flesh of wild animals, and live much on horseback. 
They were described as giants by early travellers, who were 
probably misled by their long mantles of hide, which reach to 
the ground, and give them the appearance of extraordinary 
height. They are the only independent aboriginal race on 
the continent. The pampas abound with wild cattle and 
horses. The Pacific coast is claimed by Chili. 

Tiem'a del Futgo is an island, or rather a cluster of islands 
separated from Patagonia by the Strait of Magellan. The 
natives are described as the most wretched race of ugly, 
stunted savages in the world, and subsist chiefly on fish. The 
islands are generally thickly wooded. Cape Horn , or Hermit 
Idand, is a huge dark rock, covered with trees, rising about 
600 feet high. It is the most southerly point of South Amer- 
ica, and is 1470 miles farther south than any point of Africa. 

It is in about the same latitude, south of the equator, as the 
southern part of Hudson Bay is north of it. 

The Falkland Islands , about 300 miles east of Patagonia, 
belong to Britain, and consist of 2 large, and about 200 
small islands, with an area of about 6500 square miles. They 
are destitute of trees, but nearly covered with peat bogs. 
Large herds of cattle and horses roam wild. They contain 
many fine harbors, aud are valuable as places of refuge for 
shipping frequenting the southern seas. They were erected 
into a colony in 1833, and contain about 700 inhabitants. 

wSiA! Pa Sf i4 n situaied? Horn. What position would it oc- 
What is known of it? Describe its cupy in North America? Describe • 
surface. Inhabitants. Animals, the Falkland Islands. Where are 
Tierra del Fuego. Its they situated ? For what are the* 
from'p,?^ . separate, it valuable! When formed into J 

from Patagonia I Describe Cape colony f What is their population} 


EUROPE. 

Area, 3,804,000 sqnare BUeJj*^o^-Mrt^^th^estfMpO lnilto7^>0^>o^•UMfabotti^^SJ > 000.** ,1 * * r ° ,B n0rt k "oil 1 . 


Europe is bounded on the North by the Arctic Ocean • 
on the West by the Atlantic Ocean ; on the South by 
the Mediterranean Sea, the Sea of Marmora, the Black 
Sea, and Mount Caucasus ; and on the East by the Cas¬ 
pian Sea, the Ural River, and Ural Mountains, which 
separate it from Asia. 

Although the smallest of the great divisions of the 
earth in extent, it is second in population, and by far 
the most important in power and influence, as weU 

b/the eoMtor? T Whvf' P r SoUT ,5 erica. — What States are crossed 
Are anvof thJm are nor . th of the e <l uator ? Which are south? 

tor ? What V he tem I’ e f ate * one ? What cities lie near the equa¬ 

tor 7 What States are crossed by the tropic of Capricorn ? Which States 


as the most advanced in learning, arts, and manufac¬ 
tures. 

The surface of Europe is divided by mountain ranges into a 
north-west and south-east slope, as all the great rivers on the 
continent flow in these directions. The north and east, with 
the exception of Norway and Sweden, consists of a vast plain 
with occasional small elevations, and comprises about two- 
thuds of the whole surface, extending from Holland to the 
Ural Mountains, and including all Russia; in the south and 
west it is mountainous or hilly. 

SSmtsSStw- 

the Amazon rise ? The Orinoco ? The Paraguay ? ? In " Lat State d ° e8 
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Unlike the Mountain ranges of the New World, those of 
Europe occur in smaller and more detached chains. The prin¬ 
cipal are:— 


The Dovrtfidd mountains, in 
the Scandinavian peninsula; the 
Grampians , in Scotland ; the Pen¬ 
nine Ranje, in England; and Cam¬ 
brian Range, in Wales ; the Alps, 
in Switzerland and the adjacent Jil < 
countries ; the minor ranges of the 
Jura, and the Cevennes mountains 
in France ; the Pyrenees, between 
France aud Spain ; and the parallel 
ranges of the Castile, Morena. and 
Sierra Nevada fioaatsiina, inSpain; 


the Apennines, in Italy, with the 
volcanoes, Vesuvius near Naples, 
and Etna in Sicily ; the Balkan in 
Turkey; the Carpathian, in Aus¬ 
tria, with the smaller ranges of the 
Black Forest, Hart, Eri, and 
Sudetic Chains, in Germany ; the 
Caucasus, betweeu the Black and 
the Caspian Seas ; and the Ural 
Mountains, between Europe and 
Asia. 


The -principal Rivers of Europe are :— 


Those flowing north-west or wesfcp 
— the Pelchora, Dvina, Vistula, 
Oder, Elbe, Rhine, Seine, Loire, 
Garonne, Douro, Tagus, and Gua- 


diana; the Thames, in England; 
and those flowing south and east 
—the Ebro, Rhone, Po, Danube, 
Dnieper, Don, and Volga. 


The Volga is the largest river of Europe, rising in the Valdai 
hills, in the north-west of Russia, and flowing into the Cas¬ 
pian Sea, after a course of about 2100 miles. 

The Lakes in Europe are generally small, but celebrated for 
their beautiful scenery. The principal are :— 


Wener, and Wetter, in Sweden; 
Ladoga, Onega, and Saima, in 
Russia ; Geneva and Constance, in 
Switzerland; Maggiore and Como, 


in Italy ; Dtrwentwater and Win¬ 
dermere, in England ; Lomond and 
Katrine, in Scotland; and JSeagh 
and Killarney, in Ireland. 


Europe is remarkable for the irregularity of its outline or 
coast, having numerous islands, peninsulas, seas, bays, and 
gulfs, giving it about 20,000 miles of coast-line,—a very much 
greater length, in proportion to its size, thru is possessed by 
any of the other great divisions of the globe. Almost every 
country in Europe has some sea-coast, and nowhere, except in 
the east of Russia, is there any place more than 400 miles 
distant from the sea. 


The principal Islands are 


In the Arctic Ocean, Nova Zem- 
bla and Spitsbergen. 

In the Baltic, Zealand, Funen, 
Gottland, &c. 

In the Atlantic, Iceland, Great 
Britain , Ireland, Orkney, Shetland, 


and Hebrides Islands , and the 
Azores. 

In the Mediterranean, Majorca, 
Minorca, Ivica, Sardinia, Corsica, 
Sicily, Malta, Ionian Isles, Candia, 
and Negropont ; and the Cyclades, 
in the Archipelago. 


The principal Peninsulas are :■ 


In the north, Scandinavia, (Nor¬ 
way and Sweden,) and Jutland, in 
Denmark. 

In the south, the Iberian, (Spain 


and Portugal,) Italy, the Morea, in 
Greece, and the Crimea, in the 
south of Russia. 


The principal Straits and Channels are :— 


In the north, the Sound, Great 
Belt, and Little Belt. 

In the west, the Strait of Dover 
and English Channel, St George?s, 
and North Channels. 

In the south, the Straits of Gib¬ 


raltar, Bonifacio, between Corslet 
and Sardinia, Messina. Dardanelles, 
the Bosphorus or Strait of Con¬ 
stantinople, and Kertch or Yeni- 
kale. 


The principal Capes are :— 


In the north, North Cape, Naze, 
and Skaw. 

In the west, Duncansby Head, 
Clear, Lands End, La Hogue , 


OrteggJL, Finisterre, and St Vin¬ 
cent. 

In the south, Tarifa, Passaro, 
Spartivento, and Matapan. 


The climate of Europe is warmer than that of the other 
great divisions of the globe in the same latitude, and not sub¬ 
ject to the same extremes of heat and cold, owing in part 
to the influence of the Gulf Stream, and to every part of it 
being so near the sea. In the west it is more moist than in 
the east; and although cold in the north, it is in general mild 
and salubrious, and in the south warm and delightful. The 
soil, especially in the south, is fertile ; and is everywhere, 
except in Russia, most industriously cultivated. Wheat is 
grown as far north as the middle of Norway, and barley much 
farther ; in the middle latitudes all kinds of grain grow in 
abundance ; and in the south the vine, olive, orange, fig, and 
other southern fruits flourish. Europe also contains great 
quantities of valuable minerals,—iron, lead, copper, tin, coal, 
and salt being found in almost every part. 

Very few wild animals are found in Europe, the principal 
being the bear, wolf, and wild boar ; but useful animals, such 
as the horso, ox, &c., are very numerous. It has a great 
variety of birds of song ; in the north, aquatic birds abound ; 
and in the mountain regions, eagles and other birds of prey 
are found. The seas abound with valuable fish, including the 
whale, cod, herring, and salmon, and in the Mediterranean 
the anchovy and other small but delicate fish. 

The commerce of Europe is greater than that of any of the 
other divisions of the globe, although it is the smallest in 
extent. This is owing in a great measure to its vast extent 
of coast-line, its large population, and its valuable mineral 
resources, but chiefly to the energy and advanced civilization 
of the people. 

The inhabitants of Europe are of the Caucasian race, forming 
four branches—the Celtic in the west, the Teutonic, including 
the Scandinavian, in the middle and north, the Latin in the 
south, and the Sclavonic in the east. The Christian is the 
prevailing religion, under the three forms of the Protestant, 
Roman Catholic, and Greek Churches; except in Turkey, 
where the principal religion is the Mahommedan. 


The principal Isthmuses are :— 

Corinth, joining the Morea to I rekop, joining the Crimea to 
the mainland of Greece; and Pe- | Russia. > 


The principal Seas and Oulfs are :— 


In the north, the White Sea, the 
Baltic Sea with the Gulfs of Both¬ 
nia, Finland, and Riga, the Catte- 
gat and Skager Rack; aud the 
North Sea or German Ocean. 

In the west, the Irish Sea and 
Bay of Biscay. 


In the south, the Mediterranean 
Sea, the Gulfs of Lyons, Genoa, and 
Taranto, the Adriatic Sea, with the 
Gulf of Venice, the Archipelago, 
Sea of Marmora, Black Sea, and 
Sea of Azov. 




The Countries of Europe are:— 


Great Britain and Ireland. 
Norway and Sweden. 
Russia. 

Denmark. 

Holland. 

Belgium. 

France. 

Spain. 


Portugal. 

Germany. 

A ustro-Hungary. 
Italy. 

Switzerland. 
Turkey in Europe. 
Greece. 


Great Britain, France, Russia, Germany, and Austria are con¬ 
sidered the five great Powers of Europe; and the kingdom of 


Exercises on the Map—Europe. —What large sea Is there to the 
south of Europe? How is it connected with the Atlantic? With what 
seas is it connected on tfce east ? How is Europe separated from Asia? 
Which European islands are situated in the Atlantic ? Which in the 


Mediterranean ? What sea is between Britain and Denmark ? Between 
Sweden and Russia? What countries border on the Atlantic? On the 
North Sea? 7 On the Baltic? What mountains separate Europe from 
Asia ? In what directions do they run ? How long are they ? 
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Italy, although formed only in 1859, i 9 gradually gaining a 
position scarcely secondary to them. 


EUROPE. 


What is the sis© of Europe? 
What is its extent ? Population ? 
How is it bounded ? Point out the 
boundaries on the map. For what 
is Europe remarkable? How is its 
surface divided ? Describe the di¬ 
visions. What is said of the moun¬ 
tains? Name the principal moun¬ 
tain ranges. Point them out on the 
map. Where are they situated ? 
Name the principal rivers. Point 
them out on the map. Describe 
their courses. Which is the lar- 


-- vu me map. Where 

are they situated ? Describe the 
coast-line of Europe. Name the 
principal islands. Point them out 


Animals, Ac. What is said of the 
commerce of Europe? To what 
races do the inhabitants belong? 
* Vi“ 1 ' w, f ul uut What are the Prevailing religions? 
5^nin!nh3o P ‘ u N . a ™ e . t ie P nnc| p«l , Name the countries of Europe. 
^»nm»ulas. Point them out on the I Which are the principal ? P 


map. Name the principal isth¬ 
muses, and point them out on the 
map. Name the principal seas and 
gulfs. Point them out on the map. 
What countries do they wash? 
Name the principal straits and 
channels. Point them out on the 
map. Between what countries are 
they situated ? Name the principal 
capes. Point them out on the map. 
Where are they situated ? Describe 
the climate of Europe. What in- 


-rr*-''"- "“•»« t= me mr- fluences act upon it? Describe 

P nnc,pal ‘ ake3 - soil. Products. Minerals 

* oint them out on the map. Where * * -*-• 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 

The British Empire is composed of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of numerous 
colonies and possessions in every quarter of the globe. 
The British Islands consist of Great Britain, including 
England, Wales, and Scotland; Ireland lying to the 
west of Great Britain ; and a number of small islands 
adjoining them. 

The British Colonies and Possessions are:— 


Heligoland, a small island near 
the mouth of the Elbe. 

Gibraltar, an important fortress 
Rt the southern extremity of Spain, 


In Europe. 


commanding the entrance to the 
Mediterranean. 

Malta, with the small islands of 
Gozo and Cumino in the Mediter¬ 
ranean. 


The Dominion of Canada, in¬ 
cluding Ontario, Quebec, Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince 
Edward Island. British Columbia, 
Manitoba, and the North-West 
Territory. 

Newfoundland. 


In North America. 


Bermudas. 

British Honduras in Central 
America. 

The West India Islands, includ¬ 
ing the Bahamas, Jamaica, Lee¬ 
ward Islands, Windward Islands, 
i and Trinidad. 


In South America. 

British Guiana. | The Falkland Island*. 


India, comprising the presiden¬ 
cies of Bengal, Madras, and Bom¬ 
bay, with their dependencies. 

Ceylon, an important island at 
the south-eastern extremity of 
India. 

Aracan, Pegu, and Tenasserim ; 
with the “Straits settlements,” in¬ 
cluding the Islands of Singapore 


In Asia. 


and Penang, and a part of the 
Malacca peninsula. 

Hong-KoDg, an island at the 
mouth of the Canton River. 

Labuan Island, off the coast of 
Borneo. 

Aden, an important t«wn at the 
entrance of the Red Sea. 


In Africa. 

Cape Colony and Natal, at the 
southern extremity. 

Mauritius Island and its de¬ 
pendencies. 

Seychelles Islands. 


Ascension and St Helena Islands. 

in the Atlantic. 

Sierra Leone, and various settle¬ 
ments on the Gold Coast and the 
Gambia. 


E^ RCI8ES °n toe Map—Europe— What countries border on the 
Mediterranean Sea? What countries adjoin Asia? What countries 
are in the interior! Which is the largest ? In what zone is the west 
of Europe ? What parts of it are in the same latitude as the place you 


In Australasia . 


The British Isles, with these numerous and extensive co¬ 
lonies and possessions, cover an area of more than 8,000,000 
square miles, with a population of about 236,000,000 ; so that, 
although small in the extent of home territory and population, 
Great Britain is the most important country in the world* 
ruling over nearly one-sixth of the whole land surface of the 
globe, and nearly one-sixth of its population. * 

It is also the first country in the world for commerce and 
manufactures, exporting annually goods to the value of 
1,200,000,000 dollars, consisting chiefly of cotton, woollen, and 

aud J”P° r ‘ in S annually to the amount of 
1,000,000,000 dollars. The great wealth of Britain is derived 
from its mines and manufactures. Its coal and iron mines 
are almost inexhaustible ; and its lead, copper, and tin mines 
o/S 7 extenslTe - The ®°tton manufacture alone employs 
000,000 persons, and it is estimated that four millions of 
people derive their support from it. 

As a natural consequence of the extensive commerce, the 

rr e3 , f0r " communicat ion are very great. Nearly 
lo,000 miles of railway are now completed, and canals connect 
every important point. The number of vessels belonging to 
Great Britain is nearly 22,000, of which more than 1600 are 

5 DUmber0f “amen employed is about 

200,000. The British navy is nearly as powerful as all the 
navies of the world put together, although the vessels are 
oa! numerous * The annual revenue of Great Britain is 
340,000,000 dols., not including that of India or other colonies 
and is equal to more than a fourth of the revenue of all the 
states of Europe. The national debt is enormous, amounting 
to nearly 4000 millions of dollars, and has been contracted 
chiefly in various European wars. 

' Many of the advantages enjoyed by Great Britain are de- 
rived from the excellence of the system of government, which 
is perhaps the most perfect in existence, combining in a <*re*t 
measure the advantages of other forms, without their defects. 

It is a limited monarchy. The Queen is the head of the State, 
and carries on the government through her ministers, who 
must also possess the confidence of the people, as represented 
by the House of Commons ; and of the aristocracy and clergy, 
as represented by the House of Lords. No law can take effect 
without receiving the sanction of the Queen and of both Houses 
of Parliament. 


How is the British Empire com¬ 
posed ? Name the colonies abd 
possessions in Europe. Point them 
out on the map. Name those in 
North America. Point them out 
on the map. Name those in South 
America. Point them out on the 
map. Name those in Asia. Point 
them out on the map. Name those 
in Africa. Point them out on the 
map. Name those in Australasia. 


Point them out on the map. What 
extent and population do these 
colonies and possessions comprise t 
For what is Britain the first coun¬ 
try in the world ? From what does 
it derive a great part of its wealth ? 
What is said of itp railways, Ac ? 
Of its shipping and navy? What 
is said of its revenue, Ac. ? Of ita 
government. Describe the form of 
government. 


lire in ? What is the most southern point of Europe called ? Th« 
south-west point? The most northern point? What large rivers flo-v 
mto the Btack Sex I The Mediterranean I The nSH gea, The 
Baltic? In what direction is Iceland fnoiu Norway? 
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ENGLAND AND WALES. 

Area. 68.320 square miles ; population, 22,700,000 ; persons to square 
mile, 391; rather more than twice the size of New Brunswick. 
Capital, London. 

England and Wales occupy the southern portion of 
the island of Great Britain. England is bounded on the 
North by tEb ijiyer Tweed, Cheviot Hills, and Solway 
Firth, which separate it from Scotland ; on the West 
by the Irish Sea and St George’s Channel; on the 
South by the English Channel; and on the East by the 
North Sea. .*** . • 


England is divided into 40 counties or shires, and Wales 
Into 12. 

The Counties of England are :— 


Counties. 

NORTHUMBERLAND, 

CUMBCRLAND, 

Westmoreland, 
Durham, . 
Yorkshire, 
Lancashire, 


Nix Northern. 

Principal Towns. 

N ewcastl e, Berwick , AlAwick. 

Carjy^e/ Whi T^TTirr& n, Penrith. 

t t>y, KeiilfflP* 

m, Sunderland, S tockton . 

Leeds ,~5heffield. IWjjrTlradford. 
stfa ?; Liv erpo ol, M ihc^ ester. Preston. 

Four Western*- Ln > ' ' 


Cheshire, . 
Shropshire, 
Herefordshire, 
Monmouthshire, 


Chester, Stockport, Macclesfield. 
Shrewsbury, Ludlow, Bridgenorth. 
Hereford, Leominster. 

Monmouth, Chepstow, Abergavenny. 


Li ncolnshir e, . 
Norfolk, . * 

Suffolk, . 
Essex, 


Nottinghamshire, 

Derbyshire, 

Staffordshire, 

Worcestershire, 

Warwickshire, 

Leicestershire, 

Rutlandshire, . 

Northamptonshire. 

Huntingdonshire, 

Cambridgeshire, 


Gloucestershire, 

Oxfordshire, . 

Buckinghamshire, 

Bedfordshire, 

Hertfordshire, 

Middlesex, 

Surrey, 

Berkshire, 

Wiltshire, 

Somersetshire, 


Four Eastern. 

Boston, Lincoln, Stamford, Grimsby. 
Njucaich, Yafmouth.T.ynn. 

Ip swich , B ury SjT ^ dmiin d’a, Sudbury. 
Chelmsford, Colchester, Harwich. 

Ten North. Midland. 

Nottingham, Newark. 

Derby, Chesterfield. 

Stafford, Wolverhampton, Stoke. 
Worcester, Dudley, Kidderminster. 
Warwick, Birmingham, Coventry. 
Leicester, Loughborough. 

Oakham. 

Northampton, Peterborough. 
Huntingdon, Stives, St Neot’f. 
Ca mbridg e. Ely, Newmarket. 

Ten South Midland. 

Gloucester, Bristol, Cheltenham, Stroud. 
Oxford, Woodstock. 

Buckingham, Aylesbury, Eton. 

Bedford, Biggleswade, Dunstable. 
Hertford, St Albans. 

London, Westminster. 

Guildford, Southwark, Kingston. 
Reading, Windsor. 

Salisbury, Devizes, Cricklade. 

Bath, Taunton, Bridgewater, Bridport. 


Six Southern. 


Kent, 

SU88EX, 

Hampshire, 

Dorsetshire, 

Devonshire, 

Cornwall, 


M aidstone , Ca nterbur y. Dover. Chatham. 
Brighton, Chichester^ Lewes, Hastings. 
Winchester, Portsmouth, Southampton. 
Dorchester, Weymouth, Poole. 

Exeter, 'Plymouth, Devonport. 

Falmouth, Truro, Bodmin. 


The Counties of Wales are :— 
Six in North Wales. 


Flintshire, . . Mold, Holywell. 

Denbighshire, . . Denbigh, Ruthin. 

Caernarvonshire, . Caernarvon, Bangor. 


Exercises on the Map—England.— What seas, straits, and channels 
nearly surround England ? What countries do they separate England j 
from ? What rivers flow into the North Sea t Into the Irish Channel ?' 
What is the south-western point of England called ? What island is in ! 
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Coxwtlte. Principal Towns. 

Anglesey, . , Beaumaris, Holyhead. 

Merionethshire, . Dolgelly, Bala. 

Montgomeryshire, . Montgomery, Welshpool, Newton. 


Radnorshire, . 
Cardiganshire, 
Pembrokeshire, 

Ca E RMA RTHEN8HIR E, 

Brecknockshire, 
Glamorganshire, . 


Six in South Wales. 

New Radnor, Presteign. 

Cardigan, Aberystwich. 

Pembroke, Haverfordwest, Milford. 
Caermarthen, Llanelly. 

Brecon. 

Cardiff, Swansea, Merthyr-Tydvil. 


The surface of England is generally level or gently undulat¬ 
ing, and the hills rise to no great height; while that of WaleB 
is mountainous. The principal mountains are the Pennine 
range in the north, extending from the Cheviot Hills^fo - tTu, 
Peak in Derbyshire; the Cumb r ia n group, between the 
Pennine range aud the Irish Sea, enclosing the beautiful lakes, 
Windermere, UlleswgUr, and Derwcnticater, so celebrated 
for their picturesque scenery; the ~V ambrian mountains, 
occupying the greater part of Wales; ~ancT"the Devonian 
range, extending from Somerset, through Devonshire and 
Cornwall. Skawfell , in the Cumbrian range, rises 3200 feet, 
and S nowdo n , in Wales, 3600 feet; they are the highest sum¬ 
mits in England and Wales. Besides these are a large number 
of smaller hills, as the Malvern , Mendip , and Cotswold hills, 
near the mouth of the Severn ; the Dorset hills, and others. 

The rivers are numerous, and although short, are valuable 
for navigation. The principal are—the Medway , Thames , 
Trent , Ouse , Humber , Tees , Tyne , and Great Ouse, flowing into 
the North Sea; the Mersey and Severn , with its tributaries the 
Wve and Avon , flowing into the Irish Sea and Atlantic Ocean. 

The coast-line is much broken, the rivers widening at their 
mouths, and forming excellent harbors. Besides the mouths 
of the rivers, there are, on the east—the Wash ; the Yarmouth 
Roads , off the coast of Norfolk; and the Downs, off Kent, pro¬ 
tected by sand-banks, and affording secure anchorage to ship¬ 
ping. On the south, the Strait of Dover , 21 miles across, 
separates England from France ; and on the coast are South¬ 
ampton, Weymouth, Plymouth , and Falmouth harbors. On 
the west, are—the Bristol Channel, with a number of excellent 
harbors ,—Cardigan Bay, Morecambe Bay, and Solway Firth. 

The principal capes are—on the east, Flamborough Head, 
Spurn Head, the Naze, North and South Foreland ; on the 
south, Beachy Head , the Needles , off the Isle of Wight, Port¬ 
land Point , Start Point , Lizard Point , and Land’s End ; on 
the west, St Davids Head and Holyhead. 

The islands are— Man , Anglesea, and Holyhead, on the 
west; the Scilly Islands, Channel islands , (including Jersey , 
Guernsey, Alderney, and Sark,) and the Isle of Wight on the 
south ; Thanet and Sheppy off the coast of Kent; and Holy 
Island on the north-east. 

The Isle of Wight, the Channel Islands, and Isle of Man, 
are important islands. Near Cowes, in the Isle of Wight, ia 
Osborne House, a favorite residence of the Queen. St Helier, 
In Jersey, contains 30,000 inhabitants. St Pierre, in Guernsey, 
Ryde and Newport, in the Isle of Wight, and Douglas and 
Ramsay, in the Isle of Man, are large towns. Anglesey ia 
joined to the mainland by the Menai Suspension Bridge, 
stretching across the Menai Strait. 


the Irish Sea ? What island is on the south coast ? Where is nolyhead ? 
In what direction from Dublin ? In what direction from Liverpool ? 
Which is the largest county? The smallest? The most northern? 
What French and English towns are nearest each other? 
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The climate of England is damp and changeable, but healthy ; 
and the soil fertile and well cultivated. The prevailing 
westerly winds bring a great deal of moisture from the Atlantic 
Ocean, causing an almost perpetual verdure ; and, owing to its 
insular position, the extremes of heat and cold are not nearly 
bo great as in the same latitude on the continent. 

The English are chiefly of the ancient Anglo-Saxon race, with 
eome proportion of Danish and Norman-French; the Welsh 
are Celts, descended from the ancient inhabitants of Britain. 

The form of religion established by Government is that of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church ; but every form of religion 

equally allowed. There are two Archbishops,—Canterbury 
and York, (the former being primate of all England,) and 
twenty-six bishops. 

No country in the world contains so many large cities within 
the same compass. The principal in England are :— 

London , (3,445,000,) the capital of England, on the Thames, 
about 50 miles from its mouth. It is the largest, most 
wealthy, and most populous city in the world. It includes 
the City proper and Westminster in Middlesex, with South¬ 
wark and Lambeth in Surrey, on the opposite side of the 
Thames, which is spanned by a number of beautiful and 
massive bridges. It is nearly 10 miles long by 7 broad, and is 
gradually extending, and including large villages which a few 
years ago were surrounded by fields. London is nearly in 
the centre of tbe land portion of the globe, and is the great 
emporium of the world for wealth and commerce. Some of 
the principal buildings are Buckingham Palace, the Tower, St 
Paul’s Cathedral, Bank of England, Westminster Abbey, and 
Houses of Parliament. The tunnel, docks, parks, bridges, and 
churches are also objects of interest. Near London are 
Greenwich , (169,000,) with its celebrated Observatory and 
Hospital for sailors; Kensington , Keiv , and Richmond , with 
magnificent gardens ; Hampton Court and Windsor , with 
royal palaces ; and many other places of present or historic 
interest. 

Liverpool, (516,000,) on the Mersey, next to London in com¬ 
merce and wealth, is famous for the vast extent of its docks, 
covering 700 acres, and quays upwards of six miles in length. 
It is the great emporium for trade with America, the West 
Indies, and Ireland. The other principal ports are— Hull , on 
the Humber ; Southampton ; Bristol , on the Avon, near Bristol 
Channel; Newcastle, on the Tyne ; Sunderland , on the Wear ; 
Stockton , on the Tees ; Yarmouth, Plymouth, Falmouth, and 
Dover. Poi'tsmouth is strongly fortified, and is the principal 
dockyard and station for the British navy. Plymouth and 
Devonport , on the south coast, and Chatham, Sheerness, Wool - 
wich, and Deptford , on the Thames, have also extensive dock¬ 
yards. Woolwich has the largest arsenal and manufactories of 
war materials in Great Britain. 

Manchester, with Salford, (500,000.) is the centre of the 
cotton-manufacturing trade, and the second city in population, 
Oldham, Preston, Bolton, Blackburn, Bury, Stockport, Roch¬ 
dale, and other cities, have large cotton manufactures. 

Birmingham (366,000,) is celebrated for the extent, variety, 
and excellence of its metallic manufactures; Sheffield (240,000) 
for cutlery, hardware, and plated goods. Dudley , Walsall, 


and Wolverhampton are the chief seats or the iron trade; and 
Newcastle, Sunderland, and Shields of the coal trade. 

Leeds (259,000,)isthe chief centre for the woollen manu¬ 
factures, which are also largely carried on in Bradford, 
Halifax, and Huddersfield ; Nottingham is celebrated for its 
lace manufactures ; Macclesfield, Dei'by, and Coventry for silks ; 
Kidderminster for carpets; Worcester for porcelain; Stoke, 
Hanley, and Newcastle- under-Lyne for pottery; Canterbury 
and York are distinguished for their magnificent cathedrals, 
and as the seats of the archbishoprics ; Oxford and Cambridge 
for their celebrated universities and magnificent buildings. 

Lancashire is the chief county for cotton manufactures; 
Yorkshire for woolleus ; Staffordshire for pottery; Durham and 
Northumberland for coal mines ; Cornwall and Devon for tin 
and copper ; the counties of Wales for iron and coal. 

Merthyr-Tydvil (97,000,) is the largest city in Wales, and is 
distinguished for its extensive coal mines and iron works. 
Cardiff is its seaport. Pembroke has a Government dockyard, 
and Milford Haven a magnificent harbor. 


What is the area of England and 
Wales? Population? Size ? Capital? 
How are they hounded? What 
countries do these boundaries sepa¬ 
rate them from? How are they 
divided ? Name the counties of 
England. IIow is each bounded? 
What are the chief towns ? Where 
are they situated ? Name the coun¬ 
ties of Wales. How are they 
bounded? Name the chief towns. 
Where are they situated ? Describe 
the surface of England. Of Wales. 
Name the principal mountains. 
Point them out on the map. Where 
are they situated ? Name the prin¬ 


cipal rivers. Trace their courses 
on the map. What cities do they 
flow past? Describe the coast-line. 
Name the principal straits, bays, Ac. 
Where are they situated? Name 
the principal capes. Point them 
out on the map. Where are they 
situated? Name the principal is¬ 
lands. Point them out on the map. 
Where are they situated ? What is 
said of the largest? Describe the 
climate of England. Of what races 
are the inhabitants composed? 
What is the religion ? What is said 
of the cities? Describe the prim 
cipaL Where are they situated ? 


SCOTLAND. 

Area, 30,685 square miles; population, 8,360,000; persons to square 
mile, 109; rather larger than New Brunswick and Prince Edward 
Island. 

Capital, Edinburgh. 

Scotland forms the northern part of the Island of 
Great Britain, and is bounded on the North by the 
Atlantic Ocean ; on the West by the Atlantic Ocean 
and North Channel; on the South by England ; and on 
the East by the North Sea. 

It is divided into 33 counties oi shires. 

Eleven Northern 

Principal Towns. 

Kirkwall, Stromness, Lerwick. 

Wick, Thurso. 

Dornoch. 

Dingwall, Tain, Fortrose, Stornoway, 
(Isle of Lewis.) 

Cromarty. 

Inverness, Portree, (Tsle of Skye.) 
Nairn. 

Elgin, Forres, Fochabers. 

Banff, Cullen, Portsoy, Keith. 
Aberdeen, Peterhead, Fraserburgh, 
Huntly. 

Stonehaven, Bervie, Laurencekirk. 


Countie#. 

Orkney and Shetland, 

Caithness, 

Sutherland, 

Ross, 

Cromarty, 

Inverness, 

Nairn, 

Elgin, . 

Banff, . 

Aberdeen, 

Kincardine, 


Exercises on the Map—England.— What counties of England 
border on the North Sea? On the English channel? On the Atlantic 
Ocean and Bristol Channel ? On St George’s Channel f On the Irish 
8t*a? What large cities are on the Thames? On the Severn? On the 


Trent? On the Humber? On the Wash? On the Mersey? What large 
cities are on the southern coast? On the eastern? On the western? 
In what direction from London is Dublin? Edinburgh? Manchester? 
Bristol? York? Birmingham? Brighton, Ac.? 
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Couuti**. 

Forfar, 

Perth, . 

Fife, 

K TNROSS, 

Clackmannan, 

Stirling, 

Dumbarton or Lennox 

A RGYLE, 

Bute, 


Atne Middle. 

Pri ncijjvl Towns. 

. Forfar, Dundee, Montrose, Arbroath, 

Brechin. 

. Perth, Crieff, Dunkeld, Dunblane. 

. Cupar, St Andrews, Dunfermline, 

Kirkcaldy, Dysart. 

. Kinross. 

. Clackmannan, Alloa. 

. Stirling, Falkirk, Bannockburn. 

. Dumbarton, Kirkintilloch, Helens¬ 

burgh. 

. Iuverary, Campbelton. Oban. 

. Rothesay, Lamlash, (Isle of Arran.) 


Thirteen Southern. 


nADDINGTON OT EAST-LOTH IAN, 
Edinburgh or Mid-Lothian, 

Linlithgow or West-Lothian, 

Berwick, 

Roxburgh, . 

Selkirk, 

Peebles, . . . 

Lanark, 

Renfrew, 

Ayrshire, 

Dumfries, . 

Kirkcudbright, . 

Wigton, .... 


Haddington, Dunbar. 

Edinburgh, Leith, Musselburgh, Por- 
tobello, Dalkeith. 

Linlithgow, Borrowstounness, (or Bo- 
ness.) Bathgate. 

Greenlaw, Dunse, Coldstream. 

Jedburgh, Kelso, Hawick, Melrose. 

Selkirk, Galashiels. 

Peebles, Inverleithen. 

Glasgow, Lanark, Airdrie, Hamilton. 

Renfrew, Paisley, Greenock, Port- 
G lasgow. 

Ayr, Kilmarnock, Irvine, Girvan, Ar- 
drossan, Troon, Saltcoats 

Dumfries, Annan, Moffat, Langholm. 

Kirkcudbright, New Galloway. 

Wigton, Stranraer, Portpatrick. 


Scotland is very mountainous, especially in the north and 
west. The Grampian Mountains form the principal chain, and 
extend from Argyleshire in a north-easterly direction to Aber¬ 
deenshire; Ben Nevis, the highest summit, rises 4406 feet 
above the sea. The north-west is entirely occupied by rugged 
masses of mountains, and is called the Northern Highlands; 
the highest summit is Ben Attow, 4000 feet high. The south 
and east consist chiefly of gently undulating plains, crossed by 
smaller ranges of hills, as the Lowther and Cheviot Hills in 
the south, the Lammermuir and Ochil Hills in the east, be¬ 
sides other small ranges. 

The mountains in the north and west divide the country into 
the Highlands and Lowlands; the former, as the name implies, 
being mountainous, and the latter more level. The inhabit¬ 
ants of the Highlands are Celts, and still speak the Celtic or 
Gaelic language, while those of the Lowlands are chiefly of 
Saxon origin, like the English. 

The general slope of the country is easterly from the High¬ 
lands, the Clyde being the only river of importance flowing 
westwards. The principal rivers are—the Tweed , Forth, Tay, 
Dee, and Spey, flowing east; the Clyde , flowing west; and 
several small rivers, flowing into the Solway Firth. 

Scotland abounds with lakes celebrated for their picturesque 
beauty, being generally surrounded by lofty rugged moun¬ 
tains. Among the Grampians are Loch Lomond; Loch Katrine, 
Loch Earn, Loch Tay, Loch Rannoch , in Perthshire; Loch 
Awe , in Argyll. In the Northern Highlands are Loch Ness 
and Loch Lochy , in the great Caledonian valley connecting the 
Moray Firth with the Atlantic Ocean; and farther north, Loch 
Maree, Loch Shin , and Loch Assynt; Loch Ericht and other* 
in Inverness, and Loch Leven in Kinross-shire, 

Scotland is remarkable for its irregular coast-line, numerous 
firths and lochs extending deep into the land. The Firth of 


Exercises ON the Map—Scotland.— How is Scotland separated 
from Eugland ? From Ireland ? From what countries does the North 
Bea separate Scotland, (Europe?) What groups of islands lie to the 
north ? Which counties border ou the Atlautic? Which on the North 
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Foi'th and Firth of Clyde almost intersect the southern part, 
and are connected by a canal 38 miles long; while the Moray 
Firth and Loch Linnhe, almost connected by Lochs Ness and 
Lochy, intersect the northern part. Besides these, on the 
east are the Firth of Tay , Cromarty Firth running into Moray 
and Dornoch Firths ; on the west are Loch Broom, Loch Fine , 
and Loch Long; and on the south Luce and Wigton Bays , 
and Solway Firth. The sea between the Hebrides and main¬ 
land is called the Minch; the other channels are the Little 
Minch and sounds of Sleat, Mull , and Jura ; and the Pentland 
Firth , between the Orkney Islands and the mainland. 

The principal capes ar e—Duncansby Head , Dunnet Head, 
and Cape Wrath , on the north; Mull of Cantyre and Mull of 
Galloway , on the south-west; Kinnaird's Head , Fife Ness, 
and St Abb's Head , on the east. 

The islands on the coast of Scotland are very numerous, but 
are rocky and barren, and important chiefly from their fisheries. 
The principal are the Shetland and Orkney Islands , on the 
north; and the Hebindes , divided into the Inner and Outer, 
and comprising most of the islands on the west coast. The 
principal in the Outer or Western Hebrides are—Lewis, North 
and South Uist; in the Inner are Skye , Mull, and Islay, with 
Arran and Bute in the Firth of Clyde. Staffa, a small island 
in the Inner Hebrides, is celebrated for its basaltic columns 
and caverns, the principal of which is Fin gal’s Cave. 

The climate in the north and west, or mountainous part of 
Scotland, is generally moist and mild, but the soil is barren, 
although admirably adapted for grazing; and vast herds of 
sheep and cattle are reared. In the south and east, or in 
the Lowlands, it resembles England, and is warmer and more 
fertile, and in a high state of cultivation. 

The principal minerals are coal, iron, lead, stone, and slate. 
The coal region extends across the country from Fifeshire to 
Ayrshire. Iron is chiefly found in the neighborhood of Glas¬ 
gow, lead in the Lowther Hills, and slate in Argyleshire. 

Cotton, linen, woollen, and iron manufactures are extensively 
carried on, and the Clyde is celebrated for its iron ship-build¬ 
ing trade. The fisheries on the coast and on the islands are 
important, especially those of the herring and salmon. 

Scotland and England were united under one king in 1603, 
when James VI. of Scotland ascended the throne as James I. 
of England ; the parliaments of the two countries, however, 
were not united till 1707. The established religion is the Pres¬ 
byterian, of which there are soveral branches. 

Edinburgh, (212,000.) the capital, is situated near the Firth 
of Forth. It is divided into the Old and New Towns. The 
former is very ancient, and is built on hills, giving it a very 
picturesque appearance; and the latter is celebrated for its 
beauty, and for its numerous fine monuments and buildings. 
Edinburgh has long been distinguished as a seat of learning 
and literature, and possesses a fine university. It* has few 
manufactures, but carries on an extensive trade through its 
seaport, Leith (44,000). Glasgow (534,000), on the river Clyde, 
is the largest and most important eity in Scotland, aud the 
second in Great Britain in population. It carries on large 
manufactures, and is celebrated for its iron steam ship building. 

It possesses a fine cathedral, and is the seat of a university, 

S*"8.? Which adjoin England? Which large cities are on the west 
coast? Which on the east coast? Iu what direction from Edinburgh 
is Glasgow? Aberdeen? Inverness? Dumfries? Paisley? Berwick? 
Stirling ? Ajrl What is the nearest Enghsa town? 

D 
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Greenock, on the Clyde, 13 an important seaport. Paisley 
{48,000) has extensive cotton and shawl manufactures. Aber¬ 
deen (88,000) is the principal city in the north, and is built 
chiefly of granite. It has a large shipping and shipbuilding 
trade, and is the seat of>a university. Near it is Balmoral, 
the favorite Highland residence of the Queen. Kilmarnock 
and Dumfries are manufacturing towns. Dundee, (119,000,) 
Arbroath, and Montrose, are important seaports, with linen 
manufactures. Dunfermline also has extensive linen manu¬ 
factures. Perth and Stirling are beautiful towns. Near Perth 
is Scone, where the Scottish kings were crowned. Inverness 
is the capital of the North Highlands. 


What is the area of Scotland? 
Population? Size? Capital? IIow 
is it bounded ? How is it divided ? 
Name the counties and their chief 
towns. How is each bounded ? 
Where are the towns situated? 
Describe the surface of Scotland. 
What are the principal mountains ? 
Where are they situated ? Point 
them out on the map. How do the 
mountains divide the country ? In 
what direction does the land slope ? 
Name the principal rivers. Trace 
them on the map. What towns do 
they flow past? For what are the 
Scottish lakes celebrated ? Name 
the principal. Where are they 
situated? Point them out on the 


map. Describe the coast-line of 
Scotland. Name the principal firths 
or bays. Where are they situated ? 
Point them out on the map. Name 
the principal capes. Where are 
they situated ? Point them out on 
the map. What is said of the is¬ 
lands of Scotland ? Name the prin¬ 
cipal. Point them out on the map. 
Where are they situated ? Describe 
the climate of Scotland. Soil. Pro¬ 
ducts. Minerals, and where they 
are found. What is said of the 
manufactures and fisheries? When 
were Scotland and England united ? 
What is the religion of the country ? 
Describe the chief towns? Where 
are they situated ? 


IRELAND. 

Area, 51,874 square miles ; population, 5,411,000 ; persons to a square 
mile, 170; one-seventh less than Newfoundland in siio. 

Capital, Dublin. 

Ireland is an island in the Atlantic Ocean to the 
west of Great' Britaip, from which it is separated 
by the North Channel, Irish Sea, and St George's 
Channel. 

Ifc is divided into four provinces,— Ulster y Connaught , 
Leinster , and Munster , which are subdivided into 32 counties. 

CountfM. 

Londonderry, 

Donegal, . 

Antrim, . 

Down, 

Armagh, . 

Monaghan, 

Tyrone, . 

Fermanagh, 

Cavan, 


Roscommon, 
Leitrim, . 
Sligo, 
Mayo, . 
Galwat, . 


Dublin, . 
Wicklow, 
Wexford, 
Kilkenny, 
Carlow, . 
Kildare, . 
Queen's County, 
King's County, 


Ulster, Nine Counties. 

Principal Towns. 

• Londonderry, Coleraine. 

• Lifford, Rallvshannon. 

. Belfast, Lisburn, Ballymena, Carrickfergus. 

. Newry, Downpatrick, Donaghadee, 

. Armagh, Portadown. 

. Monaghan. 

. Omagh, Dungannon, S.'rabaae. 

. Enniskillen. 

. Cavan. 

Connaught , Five Counties . 

• Roscommon. 

. Carrick-on-Shannon. 

. Sligo. 

. Castlebar, Westport. 

. Galway, Tuam, Ballinasloe. 

Leinster, Twelve Counties . 

. Dublin, Kingstown. 

. Wicklow, Arklow. 

. Wexford, New Ross. 

. Kilkenny. 

. Carlow. 

. A thy, Naas, Maynooth, Kildare. 

. Maryborough. 

. Tullamore, Birr or Parvonstown. 


OoVltiM. 
Westmeath, 
Longford, 
Meath, . 
Louth, 


Waterford, 

Tipperary* 

Clare, 

Limerick, 

Cork, 

Kerry, . 


Principal Towna 

Mullingar, Athlone. 
Longford. 

Trim, Navaa. 

Dundalk, Drogheda, Ardeo. 

Munster , Six Counties . 


Clonmel, CasheV, Nenagh, Thurlee, Tipperary. 

Carrick-ou-Suir, Templemore. 

Ennis. 

Limerick. 


. Cork, Queenstown, Bandon, Youghal, Khisale 
Fermoy. ' 

. Tralee, Killamey, Dingle. 


The surface of Ireland is generally lowland about two-fifths of 
itis covered with peatbogs. Mountains occurin detached masses, 
generally near the coast, and most frequently in the north and 
west. There are numerous beautiful lakes, and the scenery in 
the mountainous districts is exceedingly varied and picturesque. 
The principal mountains are—Magillicuddy’s RcekSy with Cam 
Tualy the highest summit, in Kerry County, 3400 feet; Mount 
Nephin in Mayo, and Lugnaquilla Mount in Wicklow. Besidee 
these are the Doncgaly Antrim, and Connemara Mountains. 

Owing to the level country through which they flow, the 
rivers of Ireland are slow, and navigable for the greater part of 
their courses. The principal rivers are—the Shannon , with 
its lake expansions, Loughs Alleny Bee , and Dergy flowing west, 
224 miles long, and navigable for 2l3; the Blackwater, Suir, 
and Barrowy flowing south ; the Liffcy and the Boyne, flowing 
east; the Bann , draining Lough Neagh, the largest lake in 
Britain or Ireland, the Erne, draining several beautiful lakes, 
and the Foyle, flowing north. The Lakes of Killarney, cele¬ 
brated for their beautiful scenery, are situated among the 
mountains of Kerry. 

Ireland, like Scotland, is deeply indented with hays and 
loughs, especially on the west. The principal ar o—Loughs 
Foyle and Swilly , on the north coast; Donegal, Clew, , and 
Galway Bays, mouth of the Shannon, Dingle, Kmmore, and 
Banti'y Bays, on the west coast; Cork, Waterfwd, and other 
harbors on the south ; and Wexford Harbor, Dublin, Dundalk 
and Carlingford Bays, and Belfast Lough, op the east coast. 

The principal capes ar e—Howth Head, near Dublin, on tho 
east; Fanr Head, Malin Head, and Bloody Foreland, on the 
north ; Rossan Point, Slyne, and Dunmore Heads, on the west; 
and Cape Clear, and Camsore Point , on the south. 

The climate of Ireland is mild and healthy, but very moist, 
owing to the prevailing westerly winds. To its moist climate 
it owes the beautiful verdure with which the fields are always 
clothed, and which has caused it to be named the “ Emerald 
Isle." The soil is fertile, but is not so highly cultivated as in 
Britain, owing to the poverty of the people, and much of the 
land being in possession of non-resident owners. Flax and 
potatoes are the staple agricultural productions. Cattle are 
extensively reared, and exported to Britain, as well as all kinds 
of dairy and farm produce. 

Ireland possesses valuable minerals, but these are little 
wrought. The peat bogs supply valuable fuel, peat being used 
instead of coal, 

The linen manufacture is the chief branch of industry, and 
is earned on principally in the north. 


Exercises on the Maf— Ireland.— What is the most northern point 
of Ireland called? What is the most southern point of Ireland called ? 
How is Ireland separated from England? From Scotland? What 
ja the neareat town in Scotland ? Which counties are on the west coast ? 


On the north ? On the east ? On the south ? What cities are on the 
Shannon ? Whichare the chief towns on the east coast ? On the north ? 
On the west ? On the south ? In what direction from Dublin is London¬ 
derry? Cork? Belfast? Galway? Sligo? Limerick? 
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Sor«i 


( SCAN Dl NAVI A ) 

SWEDEN, NORWAY 
Jb DENMARK. 


SWEDEN • 

I. amis or Districts. 

1 Narrbotten 

2 Westerbotten 

3 JantLxnd 

4 Wester Narrbstten 

5 (teflebory 


NORWAY. 

Amts orBailh'ewicks. 

1 Finmarken 

2 NonUand 

3 Forth Drontheim 


6 Zopparbera 

7 WerniLvuf 

8 Orebro 

9 Westmorland 

10 Upsala 

11 Stootholm 
Stockholm, i town 

12 Sodermanland 

13 Oster Gothland 

14 Shambory 

15 Elsborg 

16 G&thtborg & Bohns 

17 HaJLmd 

18 Jbnk&ping 

19 Colmar 

20 Krarwbory 

21 Blekinae 

22 Chrisaanstad 

23 Malmvhns 

24 Gothland 


7 Christians 

8 North Bergaihmis 

9 SouthBeryenhuus 

10 Stavanger 

11 Lister SMandal 

12 Nedmaes & Robyg del 

13 Bratsberg 

14 Buskeruxt 

15 Jarlsberg 

16 Aga'shiius 
Christiania, town 

17 Smaalmeti - 
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EUROPE. 


Tho native Irish are Celts, bat a large part of the popu¬ 
lation, especially in the north, came originally from the 
neighboring island. No religion is now established by law, 
but four-fifths of the population are Rpman Catholic. 
Since the year 1800 the parliament of Ireland has been 
nited with that of Great Britain. The Queen is. repre- 
ented in Ireland by the Lord-Lieutenant, who resides at 


Dublin. 

Owing to the failure of the potato crop, and other causes, 
which led to extensive emigration to America, the population 
of Ireland has decreased 2,760,000 in 30 years, or about one- 
third of the entire population. 

Dublin , (245,000,) the capital, is a large and beautiful city, 
and is celebrated for the number of its fine buildings, its 
beautiful bay, and the surrounding scenery. It is the see of 
an archbishop, the residence of the Lord-Lieutenant, and the 
seat of a university. Its trade is carried on chiefly with Liver¬ 
pool. Near it is Maynooth , with a Roman Catholic college. 

Belfast (174,000) is one of the most rising cities in the 
British. Islands. It has risen into importance chiefly within 
the last century, and is now the second city in Ireland. It 
is the centre of the linen and sewed muslin trade. Coi'k , 
(78,000,) the third city in Ireland, has a magnificent harbor, 
and is the centre of a large trade. Galway is the largest town 
in Connaught, and possesses an excellent harbor. Limerick 
and Waterford are important towns, with large manufactures. 
Londonderry , Newry, Dundalk , Drogheda t Wexford , and Sligo 
are seaports, engaged in the export of provisions. Kilkenny 
and Clonmel are the most important inland towns. Near 
Coleraine is the celebrated Giant’s Causeway, a mass of basaltic 
columns extending into the sea; 


What is the area of Ireland ? 
Population? Size? Capital? How 
is it bounded? How is it divided? 
Name the counties and their chief 
towns. How are the counties 
bounded? Where are the towns 
situated? Describe the surface of 
Ireland. Name the principal 
mountains. Point them out on the 
map. Where are they situated? 
What is said of the rivers ? Name 
the principal. Trace their courses 
on the map. What towns do they 
flow past? What are the principal 
lakes, and where are they situated ? 
Describe the coast-line of Ireland. 


Name the principal bays, Ac. Point 
them out on the map. Where are 
they situated ? Name the principal 
capes. Point them out on the 
map. Where are they situated? 
Describe the climate of Ireland. 
For what is it remarkable? De¬ 
scribe the soil, products, minerals, 
manufactures. To what races do 
the Irish belong? What is their 
religion? What government has 
Ireland? What is said of the de¬ 
crease of population? Describe 
the principal towns. Where are 
theysituated? What great natural 
curiosity exists in Ireland? 


! 


SWEDEN AND NORWAY. 


Sweden and Norway form the peninsula of Scandi¬ 
navia, situated between the Atlantic Ocean, Baltic Sea, 
and Gulf of Bothnia ; and form one power under the 
same crown, but with separate governments. They 
are separated from Denmark by the Skager Back, Cat- 
tegat. and the Sound. 

NORWAY. 

Area, 121,*00 square miles ; population, 1,760,000 ; persons to a square 
mile, 14; two-thirds the size of Ontario. 

Capital, Christiania. 

ORWAY occupies the western part of the peninsula, and ex¬ 
tends from the Arctic Ocean to the Skager Rack. It is divided 
into six provinces. 


Exercises on thk Map—Swfden and Norway. —How is Sweden 
separated from Russia? From Prussia? From Denmark? llow is 
Norway separated from Denmark ? What islandsare on the west coast 
of Norway ? What islands are in the Baltic? How is Christiania situ- 
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The surface is very mountainous, being composed of high 
mountains or table-lands, extending the whole length of tho 
peninsula, nearly 1100 miles, and called the Kiolen Mountains 
in the north, the Dovrefield Mountains in the middle, and tho 
Hardangerfield Mountains in the south. These mountains rise 
chiefly from high plateaux, and are most abrupt and precipi¬ 
tous on the west, where they sometimes form the sea-coast, 
and in Sweden decline more gradually towards the Baltic 
Sea. The principal plateaux aro Langfield t Sognefield , Dovre- 
field , and Hardangerfield . 

The rivers, owing to the formation of the country, are com¬ 
paratively short rapid torrents ; the principal is the Glommen , 
flowing into the Skager Rack after a course of 340 miles. 

The coast-line of Norway is remarkable for its deep indenta¬ 
tions called fiords, narrow arms of the sea, extending sometimes 
50 miles into the land between precipitous mountains, and 
abounding with grand and picturesque but wild scenery. The 
principal capes are the North Cape , the northern extremity 
of the country, and the Naze , the southern extremity. 

Numerous small islands extend along the coast, the principal 
of which are the Lofoden Isles , with important fisheries. Near 
them is the dangerous and celebrated whirlpool, the Maelstrom, 
caused by the meeting of opposite tidal currents. 

The climate of Norway is very severe but healthy, and owing 
to the Atlantic Ocean is much more moist than that of 
Sweden. The soil is in general rocky and barren, although 
some tracts are fertile and well cultivated. In the northern 
part, within the Arctic circle, the sun does not set for weeks 
together at midsummer, and is not seen for the same length of 
time at midwinter. 

The chief wealth of Norway is derived from its mines, 
forests, and fisheries. Timber, iron, and eider-down aro 
largely exported. It possesses also silver and copper mines. 

Norway was an independent kingdom previous to 1397, when 
it was annexed to Denmark. It was ceded to Sweden in 1814, 
and is now governed by a Viceroy, but enjoys a free constitu¬ 
tion. The religion is the Lutheran. It is the most thinly 
peopled country in Europe. 

Christiania , (65,000,) the capital, is situated at the head of a 
fiord of the same name. It is largely engaged in commerce, 
and has a university. Bergen (30,000) is the second city in size, 
and an important seaport, with large exports of timber and 
dried fish. Drontheim is also an important town, and the 
former capital of Norway. Rqraas has extensive copper mines. 
At Frederickshald , Charles XII. of Sweden was killed while 
besieging it. Hammerfsst is the most northerly town in the 
world. Stavanger (17,000) is an important seaport on the south¬ 
west. The other towns are small. 


What countries compose Scandi¬ 
navia? How is the peninsula 
situated? What is the area of 
Norway? Population? Size? Ca¬ 
pital ? How is it bounded ? De¬ 
scribe the surface. Name the 
principal mountains. Point them 
out on the map. Describe them. 
Name the principal plateaux. What 
is said of the rivers? Point out 
the principal on the map. De¬ 
scribe the coast-line of Norway. 


Point out the principal capes on 
the map. What is said of the is¬ 
lands ? Point out the principal on 
the map. What ftimous whirlpool 
is near Norway, and where is it? 
Describe the climate. Soil. What 
happens in the northern part ? 
Describe the products. What min¬ 
erals arp principally found? Whatia 
said of Norway ? Describe the chief 
towns. Point them out on the map. 
Where are they situated ? 


ated ? Bergen? Drontheim? Hammerfest? In what direction from 
London is Christiania? In what direction from Christiania is Stock¬ 
holm ? How is Stockholm situated ? Gothenberg ? In what direction 
from Stockholm is St Petersburg ? Copenhagen? Warsaw ? 
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SWEDEN. 

Are» 188.000 square miles ; population. 4.200 000 person, to a square 
A ’ 4 mile, 25 ; nearly the size of Ontario. 

Capital, Stockholm. 

Sweden occupies the eastern portion of the Scandinavian 
peninsula, including part of Lapland in the north , and extend- 
ing along the western shores of the Gulf of Bothnia and the 

^fufdivided into three great divisions, Gothland, Sweden 
Proper, and A'otrten d, and these are subdivided into a Ians 

or governments. .... • . 

Sweden resembles Norway in most of its characteristics, hut 
the slope of the mountains is more gradual towards the sea. 

It has many rivers, but they are rapid and impetuous, and of 
no value for commerce. More than one-half of the surface is 
covered with vast forests. 

The lakes of Sweden form the most striking feature of the 
eountry, and are numerous. The principal are Lakes IVener, 
Wetter, Malar, and Hielmar. 

The islands of Gottland and Oland in the Baltic belong to 

Sweden. . , 

' The climate, like that of Norway, is severe, and agriculture 
is only carried on in the south. 

The mines of Sweden are very valuable. It is celebrated for 
its iron, which is considered the best in the world ; the copper 
mines of Dalecarlia are also famous. The principal mining 
districts are in the valley of the Dal. 

The form of government is a limited monarchy, and the reli¬ 
gion Lutheran. 

Stockholm , (150,000,) the capital, is situated partly on the 
mainland and partly on some small islands at the junction of 
Lake Malar with the Baltic. It possesses a safe and commo¬ 
dious harbor, and carries on an extensive trade. Gothenburg 
(64,000) is the second city, and an important seaport, with 
lar^e exports of iron and timber. Upsala is famous for its 
university. Carlscrona , in the south, situated on five small 
islands, is the principal station of the navy. Dannemora has 
celebrated iron mines, and Fahlun, Norkoeping , Mahno, and 
Colmar , are the only other towns of importance. 

The island of St Bartholomew , in tlm W est Indies, belongs 
to Sweden. 

LAPLAND. 

Lapland lies to the north-east of Sweden, and is the most 
northerly part of Europe. It belongs nominally to Sweden and 
Russia, but the country is so poor, and the inhabitants are so 
wandering, that they are practically independent. They are 
small in stature, and subsist chiefly upon the flesh and milk 
of the reindeer. They profess Christianity, but mingle with 
it many Pagan superstitions. 

What is the area of Sweden? 


Population? Size? Capital? How 
is it bounded ? How is it divided ? 
What is said of Sweden ? What is 
said of the l ikes of Sweden ? 
Name the principal. Point them 
out on the map. What islands 
belong to Sweden? Describe the 


belong to swcuru i -- 

climate. Ac. For what is Sweden the people. 


celebrated ? What is the form of 
government and religion ? Describe 
the chief towns. Point them out 
on the map. Where are they situ¬ 
ated? What foreign possessions 
has Sweden ? 

Where is Lapland situated ? To 
whom does it belong? Describe 


RUSSIA IN EUROPE. 

Area 2128 000 sqaare miles ; population. 71.000.000; persons to a squar. 
Area, “ ther la ^£ than the Hudson Bay Territory. 

Capital, St Petersburg. 

Russia in Europe is bounded on the Kortb by the 
Arctic Ocean ; on the West by Sweden, the Gulf of 
Bothnia, the Baltic Sea, Prussia, Austria, and Turkey ; 
on the South by Turkey, the Black Sea, and Mount 
Caucasus ; and on the East by the Caspian Sea, the 
Ural River, and Ural Mountains, which also separate 
it from Siberia or Asiatic Russia. 

The empire of Russia, of which by far the greater portion is 
in Asia, comprises about one-half of Europe and one-tliird of 
Asia; the whole extent being a little less than that of the 
empire of Great Britain, and about one-seventh of the whole 
land surface of the globe. In population, it is far inferior 
to the British Empire, containing altogether only about 
80,000,000 inhabitants, of which Russia in Europe ha* the 
greater part. 

Russia in Europe is divided into 51 governments. It consists 
of one vast level plain, with few hills, and without a single 
mountain, except on the boundaries. South and east of St 
Petersburg are the Valdai Hills, a raised tableland, in which 
most of the large rivers of Russia rise. In the south-east 
are vast steppes or desert sandy plains. The Ural Mountains , 
forming the eastern boundary, extend about 1200 miles from 
the Arctic Ocean southward, nearly to the Caspian Sea, rising 
in some parts upwards of 6000 feet in height. The Mounts 
Caucasus extend from the Sea of Azov along the north-eastern 
shore of the Black Sea and eastward to the Caspian bea ; 
Mount Elburz, the highest peak, being 18,571 feet high. 

The rivers of Russia are large but slow, owing to the level 
nature of the country whioh they traverse. The principal are 
the Petchora, flowing into the Arctic Ocean; the Dvina, 
flowing into the White Sea; the Neva, Buna, Niemen, and 
Vistula (the latter rising in Russian Poland, and flowing 
through Prussia) into the Baltic; and the Dnieper, Don, and 
Vdlga, flowing south into the Black Sea, the Sea of Azov, 
and the Caspian Sea respectively. The Volga is the largest 
river in Europe ; it is about 2100 miles long, and is navigable 
for almost the entire length of its course. 

A number of large lakes extend from near St Petersburg to 
the White Sea, and, by means of these and a series of canals, 
the White Sea is connected with the Baltic. St Petersburg 
is also connected with the Caspian Sea by the Volga River and 
canals. The principal lakes are Ladoga, Onega , and Saima, 
Ilmen and Peipus. 

Russia possesses butlittle sea-coast compared with the extent 
of its territory ; the White Sea and Arctic Ocean are on the 
north ; the eastern portion of the Baltic , with the Gulfs of Both¬ 
nia Finland , and Riga , on the west; the Black Sea and the Sea 
of Azov on the south ; and the Caspian Sea, on the south-east. 

Tlie Islands belonging to Russia are Waigatz, Nova Zembla. 
and Spitzbergen in the Arctic Ocean ; the Aland Isles, and 
Dago and Ocsel in the Baltic. Between the Black Sea and Sea 


Exercises on the Map—Europe.—H ow Is Russia separated from 
Asia’ What fi\e seas wash the shores of Russia? What countries 
adjoin Russia on the south west? What large rivers flow into 
the Black Sea ? The Caspian? What are the principal cities on the 


On the Black Sea’ On the Volga’ How is St Petersburg 
Stunted?° Moscow ? Sebastopol? Archangel’ In what direction from 
Moscow? Niini NoygorojU Arrfmogel ? Odessa! 
Vienna? Warsaw? Helsingfors? Riga? London? 
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of Azov is the peninsula of the Crimea, joined to the mainland 
by the Isthmus of Perekop. 

The climate is cold and severe in the north, but not so 
extreme as in North America in the same latitude. In the 
south it is warmer. The soil is barren in the north, and in the 
south-east where the vast steppes cover the country ; but fer¬ 
tile in the south and west, where barley, oats, and wheat are 
extensively cultivated and exported. Hemp is grown in the 
west to a great extent. 

The Ural Mountains contain valuable mines of gold, silver, 
copper, and iron. Manufactures are greatly neglected. The 
thief exports are timber, hemp, grain, flax, tallow, pitch, 
wool, and furs, (y u/ 

The government is an absolute monarchy, and the religion 
that of the Greek Church. The Czar is the absolute head both 
of the Church and of the State. Until March 1861, the peasants 
were serfs or vassals of the proprietors of the land upon which 
they were born. They are now free; and education, which 
was formerly altogether neglected, is now becoming more dif¬ 
fused, and the condition of the people improved. The nobles 
are wealthy, and live in a very magnificent but rude style. 

St Petersburg , (670,000,) the capital, is situated on the left 
bank of ^he"Neva, and on two small islands adjoining. It was 
founded by Peter the Great, and is one of the most magnificent 
and important commercial cities in Europe. Kronstadt is its 
port, and the chief station of the Russian navy. iTiaTstrongly 
fortified. Riga, Revet, and Hels ingfo rs on the Baltic are im¬ 
portant connnercial towns, strongly fortified, with large ex¬ 
ports of flax, hemp, timber, and grain. Archangel , on the 
Northern Dvina near its entrance into the White Sea, is an im¬ 
portant commercial town. Vilna , the former capita! of Lithu¬ 
ania, has a large trade. The greater part of tne inhabitants 
are Jews. Moscow, (868,000,) the former capital, in the centre 
of the country, is the great emporium of trade in the interior. 
It is celebrated for having been destroyed by the Russians 
themselves in 1812, causing Napoleon Bonaparte to commence 
his disastrous retreat. Odessa (170,000) is the chief port on 
the Black Sea. It is strongly fortified, and makes large exports 
of grain. Taganrog, on the Sea of Azov, has a large trade in 
grain. Sebastopol, in the Crimea, is celebrated for its siege by 
the Allies in 1854-55; since the destruction of Sebastopol, Niko - 
laiev is the chief naval station of the Russians in the Black 
Sea. Kiev, on the right bank of the Dnieper, is one of the 
oldest cities in the empire. It was here that Christianity was 
first introduced, and it is regarded as a sacred city. Tula, 
about 100 miles south of Moscow, has large manufactures, 
chiefly of iron and steel. Astrakhan, on an island at the mouth 
of the Volga, is the emporium of the trade on the Caspian Sea 
with Persia and other eastern countries. Nijni Novgorod , at 
the junction of the Oka with the Volga, is celebrated for its 
annual fairs, lasting from July to September, and attracting 
upwards of 100,000 persons from afi parts of Europe and Asia. 
Kasan, 430 miles east of Moscow, near the Volga, has a large 
trade with Siberia and Tartary. 

Circassia is situated between the Black and Caspian Seas, 
on the north of Mount Caucasus. The men are celebrated for 
their bravery, and have long defied the power of Russia ; and 


the women are famous for their beauty. They are now 
deserting the country, and emigrating in large numbers to 
Turkey, rather than submit to Russian rule. 

Finland, in the north-west, between the Gulfs of Finland 
and Bothnia, formerly belonged to Sweden, but was annexed 


to Russia in 1809. 

What is the area of Russia in 
Europe? Population? Size? Capi¬ 
tal? IIow is Russia bounded? 
Point out the boundaries on the 
map. What is said of the Russian 
Empire? How is Russia in Europe 
divided ? Describe the surface. 
The principal mountains. Trace 
them on the map. Describe the 
rivers of Russia. Trace their 
courses on the map. Describe the 
lakes of Russia. Point them out 
on the map. Where are they situ¬ 
ated? Describe the sea-ccast. 


Its principal features. Point them 
out on the map. State where they 
are situated. Name the principal 
islands. Point them out on the 
map. What peninsula is in the 
south-east ? Describe the climate. 
The soil and products. The miner¬ 
als. The government. The state 
of the people. Describe the princi¬ 
pal cities. Point them out on the 
map. Where are they situated? 
Describe Circassia and its people. 
Describe Finland. Where are 
these countries situated? 


POLAND. 


Poland lies to the south-west of Russia, between Prussia 
and Austria. It was formerly a powerful independent king¬ 
dom, but towards the end of last century was seized aud 
divided between Russia, Prussia, and Austria. It was for¬ 
merly rather larger than France, and contained 12,000,000 
inhabitants; the greater part is now subject to Russia. 

It is level in surface, and well adapted for the production 
of grain, which is largely exported. 

The Poles are a brave and patriotic people, and in 1830, and 
later in 1863, made determined but unsuccessful attempts to 
threw off the foreign yoke. 

Warsaw, (250,000,) on the Vistula, was the ancient capital. 
It suffered greatly in the sieges of 1794 and 1831, and is now 
the principal station for the Russian army in Poland. Its 
university was suppressed in 1834. About 35,000 of the 
inhabitants are Jews. 


Where is Poland situated ? What 
was its former state? What was 
its former extent and population? 
Describe the surface. The people. 


The chief city in Russian Poland. 
Point it out on the map, and state 
where it is situated. Of what his¬ 
toric interest is it ? 


HOLLAND, OR THE NETHERLANDS. 

Area, 12,791 square miles ; population, 3,674,000 ; persons to a square 
* mile, 290; nearly two thirds the size of Nova Scotia. 

Capital, Amsterdam. 

Holland is bounded on the North and TVest by the 
North Sea ; on tho South by Belgium ; and on the 
East by Germany. 

It is divided into twelve provinces, including those portions 
of the old Duchies of Limburg and Luxemburg (the latter lying 
to the south-east of Belgium) which belong to it. Until 1866, 
Dutch Luxemburg formed part of the German Confederation. 

Holland is the lowest and most level country in Europe, a 
great part of the surface being below the sea-level at high 
water. It is protected from the encroachment of the sea 
by enormous dykes, or banks faced with stone and wood. 
Canals, which are very numerous, have long fornted the chief 
highways for traffic, but railways now connect the principal 
points. 


Exercises on the Map—Europe.— What countries adjoin Poland? washes its shores? What countries adjoin Belgium? What large river 

On what river is Warsaw situated? Where does it empty ? Through flows through Holland? What other countr.es does it flow through or 

what countries does it flow ? past? How is Amsterdam situated? Ilow is Rotterdam situated ? 

Holland and HnnoiUM.—What countries adjoin Holland ? What aea Antwerp ? In what direction from Amsterdam is Loudon ? Brussels? 
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The coast-line is much broken by the estuaries of the Rivers 
Rhine, Meuse , and Scheldt, which enter the sea by a number 
of mouths, and form numerous large islands. The principal 
other inlets are the Zuyder Zee, and the Dollart. These were 
formerly inland lakes, but the sea has broken in upon them. 
From the mouth of the Zuyder Zee, a chain of islands extends 
north-east along the coast, the principal of which is Texel. 
There are many lakes near the coast, which are gradually 
being drained. The Salt Lake, near Dort, at the mouth of 
the Meuse, was, in 1440, formed by an inundation of the sea, 
which destroyed 72 villages, and more than 20,000 persons. 

The climate is damp and cold, but the soil is rich and moist, 
and is industriously cultivated. Horticulture has been brought 
to great perfection; and cattle are reared in large numbers. 
The manufactures are large and valuable, consisting chiefly of 
linen and earthenware. 

Holland, after throwing off the Spanish yoke, was the fore¬ 
most commercial nation in the world; but successive wars, 
and rivalry of Great Britain and other commercial powers, 
have greatly diminished its trade. 

Its foreign possessions now comprise— Java, the /Moluccas or 
Spice Islands, Sumatra, Borneo, Celebes, &c., in the East 
Indies; Curapoa and several other islands in the West Indies 
(see page 38); Surinam , or Dutch Guiana, in South America; 
and some forts on the coast of Guinea in Africa. 

Amsterdam, (278,000,) the capital, is one of the first com¬ 
mercial cities of Europe. The site of the city is marshy, and 
the houses are built on piles. It is intersected by canals, crossed 
by about 300 bridges. Rotterdam (123,000) is next in importance 
and commerce. North of it is “ The Hague (92,000,) the 
residence of the Court, and a beautiful city. Leyden is cele¬ 
brated for its university, and for its heroic defence against the 
Spaniards in 1573. TJtrecht is famous for its treaties, and has 
large woollen manufactures. Bois le Due has linen manufac¬ 
tures. Haarlem, Maastricht , and Luxemburg are important 
towns. 


What is the area of Holland ? 
Population ? Size ? Capital J IIow 
is Holland bounded? Point out 
the boundaries on the map. IIow 
is it divided ? Describe its surface. 
What is said of the canals? De¬ 
scribe the coast-line. Its principal 
features. Point them out on the 
map. What rivers flow through 
Holland? Trace the whole of their 
courses on the map. Describe the 


islands. Point them out on the 
map. What is said of the lakes ? 
Of the Salt Lake near Dort? De¬ 
scribe the climate and soil. In¬ 
dustry and manufactures What 
is said of Holland? What foreign 
possessions has it? Where are they 
situated ? Point them out on the 
map. Describe the chief cities. 
Point them out on the map, and 
state where they are situated. 


BELGIUM. ^ 

Area, 11,501 square miles; population, 5,10^, 001; persons to a square 
mile, 440; three-fifths the size of Nova Scotia. 

Capital, Brussels. t 

Belgium is bounded on the North by Holland ; on 
the West by the North Sea ; on the South by France ; 
and on the East by Germany. 

It is divided into nine provinces. 

The surface is in general level, but not so much so, nor so 
low, as in Holland. More especially in the south and east it 
presents a pleasing variety of gentle eminences and undulating 
plains. 


The principal rivers are the Schelde, draining the west, and 
the Meuse, with its tributary the Sambre, draining the east; 
both flow through Holland into the German Ocean. The 
coast is low, and the country is protected from the sea by sand¬ 
hills or dunes. 


The climate is mild and pleasant, and the soil productive, 
and most industriously cultivated. Belgium is the most densely 
peopled country in the world, and has large and important 
manufactures, chiefly of lace, cambric, woollen, and iron. It 
also possesses extensive iron and coal mines. 

Belgium was at one time the foremost commercial country 
of Europe, but gave place to Holland, which in turn.has given 
way to Great Britain. 

Belgium, formerly called Flanders, belonged successively to 
Burgundy, Austria, Spain, and France. In 1814 it was joined 
to Holland, forming the. Kingdom of the Netherlands. In the 
Revolution of 1830 it achieved its independence, and Leopold 
of Saxe-Coburg, uncle of Queen Victoria, was elected king. 


Brussels, (260,000,) the capital, is one of the most beautiful 
cities of Europe, and has a large trade, with manufactures of 
lace and carpets. Seven miles to the south is the famous 
battle-field of Waterloo, where Napoleon was defeated by the 
British in 1815. Antwerp (126,000,) is the most important port, 
and carries on the largest trade. It was formerly .the first city 
in Europe for commerce, and has a celebrated cathedral. Ghent 
and Bruges have large cotton manufactures. Ostend is an im¬ 
portant seaport. Mons and Namur are important fortified 
towns, the first with iron and coal trade, the latter with manu¬ 
factures of cutlery and hardware. Louvain has the prin¬ 
cipal university. Malines or Mechlin is famous for its lace 
manufactures. Liege is the most important iron manufactur¬ 
ing town on the continent. 


What is the area of Belgium? 
Population? Size? Capital? IIow 
is Belgium bounded ? Point out 
the boundaries on the map? How 
is it divided ? Describe its surface. 
Its principal rivers. Trace their 
courses on the map. Describe the 
coast-line. The climate and soil. 


What is said of the population 
a^d trade of Belgium? Of its 
mines? What is said of the former 
position of Belgium? What his¬ 
torical account is given ? Describe 
the chief cities. Point them out 
on the map. Where are they 
situated? 


FRANCE. 

Area, 201,600 square miles ; population, 36,100,000; persons to a square 
mile, 179; about the same size as the province of Quebec. 

Capital, Paris. 

France is bounded on the North by Belgium and the 
English Channel; on the West by the Bay of Biscay ; 
on the South by Spain and the Mediterranean; and on 
the East by Italy, Switzerland, and Germany. 

Previous to the revolution in 1789, France was divided into 
35 provinces; after that event it was divided into 86 depart¬ 
ments, named from the rivers or mountains within their 
boundaries. In 1860, the Duchy of Savoy and county of Nice 
were ceded to France by the King of Italy. At the close of 
the late war (1871) Alsace and part of Lorraine were ceded by 
France to Germany. 

The surface of France consists chiefly of undulating plains, 
except in the east, which is mountainous. The highest moun¬ 
tains in the south are the Pyrenees, forming the boundary 


Exercises on the Map—IIollvnd and Belgium.— In what direction 
from Brussels is Antwerp? Ostend? Liege? What is the length of Hol¬ 
land ? Of Belgium ? Their breadth ?i 
France.— What is the latitude and longitude of France ? How long 


is it? How is France separated from Germany? From Switzerland? 
From Italy? From Spain? From England? What large bay is on the 
west coast? What islands belonging to Britain are off the north-west 
coast? What large island in the Mediterranean belongs to France? 
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between France and Spain. In the east are the Alps , form¬ 
ing the boundary between France and Italy, with Mont Blanc, 
15,781 feet above the sea, the highest mountain in Europe; the 
Jura Mountains between France and Switzerland; and the 
Vosges Mountains between France and the lately ceded provinco 
of Alsace. To the west of the J ura Mountains is the plateau of 
Burgundy, from which the Cevennes extend south-west, forming 
the boundary between the basin of the Rhone and the rivers 
flowing west into the Bay of Biscay. To the west of the central 
Cevennes chain are the mountains of Auvergne and Foi'ez. 

France may be divided into four great river-basins all 
eloping from the mountains in the eastern part of the country 
to the sea—that of the tributaries of the Rhine , the Moselle, 
and the Meuse, flowing north; the Seine, flowing into the 
English Channel; the Loire and Garonne, flowing west from 
the Cevennes to the Bay of Biscay; and the Rhone , flowing 
south into the Gulf of Lyons. The extent of navigable rivers 
and canals is upwards of 8000 miles. 

France is very compact in territory, and is washed jn three 
sides by the sea. The principal cape is Cape de la Hogue, in the 
north. The principal bays and gulfs are— St Michael's Rag, on 
the north-west; the Bag of Biscag, on the west; and the Gulf 
of Lgons , on the south. The only island of importance belong¬ 
ing to it is Corsica, which is mountainous, and celebrated as 
having been the birthplace of Napoleon Bonaparte. The Hi&res 
Islands, near Toulon, in the Mediterranean, are celebrated for 
the salubrity of their climate. On the north-west is Ushant; 
and in the Bay of Biscay, Belle Isle, R6, Oleron, and others. 

The climate of France is one of the finest in Europe, as the 
country is situated about the middle of the temperate zone, 
and is protected from extremes by the influence of the Atlantic 
Ocean. The soil is fertile, and favorable for agriculture, which 
forms the occupation of three-fifths of the population. Its 
productions are various; in the north, wheat and grain; in the 
middle and south, the vine; and in the south, olives, figs, 
oranges, almonds, and other southern fruits. The wines and 
brandies of France are celebrated, and are considered to be 
among the best in the world; Champagne is made in the 
north-east, Burgundy in the east, and Bordeaux in the south¬ 
west ; the best brandy comes from Cognac on the Charente. 
Beet-root is extensively cultivated for the manufacture of 
sugar. 

In manufactures and commerce, France is one of the first 
countries in the world, but still much inferior to Great Britain. 
The principal manufactures are silks, woollens, porcelain, 
jewellery, articles of fashion, laces, gloves, and fancy wares. 
Its imports and exports amount to about 700,000,000 dols. 
France is one of the five great powers of Europe, and main¬ 
tains a standing army of from 500,000 to 600,000 men, which 
is kept up by conscription. The annual revenue is about 
one-third more than that of Great Britain, and since the last 
war the public debt is the largest in the world. 

France has been the scene of many revolutions and changes, 
commencing with the memorable revolution of 1789. 

The present government is republican; but its political 
affairs are very unsettled, and there are many claimants for 
the supreme power. 


Exercises on the Map—Fra vce.— What large rivers flow into 
Bay of Biscay? Into the Mediterranean? Into the English 
Channel? What is the most westerly island of France called? On 
what river is Paris situated ? What other large cities are situated on 


In literature and science, France has always held a high 
position in the world; but popular education was much 
neglected until Louis Philippe ascended the throne, since 
which time an extensive and well-organised system has 
been stablished under the control of Government. 
The established religion is the Roman Catholic, but all 
are tolerated, and Protestant clergymen are also paid by the 
state. 

The foreign possessions of France are the colony of Algeria, 
in the north of Africa ; Senegal, aud other settlements in 
the west; and portions of Madagascar, the island of Re¬ 
union, or Bourbon, with some smaller islands, in the Indian 
Ocean. In Asia, Yanaon, Chandernagore, Karikal, aud 
Pondicherrg, on the east coast of Hindostan, and MalU 
on the west; and Saigon, with the surrounding territory, 
in the south-east of Cochin China. In North America, 
the islands of St Pieire, Langley, and Miquelon, off the 
coast of Newfoundland; Guadaloupe, Martinique, and other 
islands, in the West Indies; and French Guiana , in South 
America. In Oceania, Neu) Caledonia, the Marquesas Islands 
and other settlements. 

Paris, (1,850,000,) the capital, situated on the Seine, is the 
second city in Europe for size ; but for architectural splendor 
and beauty, it ranks first. It was much improved under the 
reign of the late Emperor. It is the great centre for the 
manufacture of articles of taste and fashion; and is distin¬ 
guished for the number and high character of its literary 
ai.d scientific institutions, no less than for its numerous 
Splendid palaces, churches, and places of amusement. Many 
of its finest public buildings have, however, been destroyed 
in the recent civil conflict. Near Paris are Versailles, cele¬ 
brated for its palaces ai>l gardens, and Sevres, for“porcelam 
manufactures. Lgons, (324,000,) on the Rhone, the second 
city in France for size, is celebrated for its silk manufactures. 
Marseilles, (312,000,) on the Mediterranean, is one of the 
oldest and most important cities in Europe. It is the great 
channel of communication between France and the Levant, 
and is the largest seaport in France. A little to the east of it 
is Toulon, (69,000,) an importaut naval port and arsenal. The 
other seaports are Bordeaux, (194,000,) with a large wine trade, 
on the Garonne ; La Rochelle, near the mouth of the Charente; 
and Nantes, on the Loire, on the west coast; and St Malo, 
Havre, at the mouth of the Seiue, and Dieppe, on the 
north coast. The other fortified naval ports are Cherbourg, 
on the north, and Brest, L' Orient, and Rochefort, on the 
west. 

In the Rhone basin are— Montpelier, near the Mediter¬ 
ranean, noted for its salubrious climate; Ntmes, with 
many old Roman antiquities; Avignon, on the Rhone, the 
ancient residence of some of the Popes; Dijon, the centre 
of the Burgundy wine trade; and Chamberg, the chief town 
of Savoy. 

In the north— Rouen, Amiens , Abbeville, Lille, and Rheims 
have large woollen and cotton manufactures; Rouen is the 
chief seat of these. Amiens has a fine cathedral, and is memor¬ 
able for the treaty made there in 1S02 between France and 


its banks? On the Rhine? On the Rhone? On the Loire? On 
me Oaronne? What large cities are on the Mediterranean shore? 
In what direction from Paris is Strasburg? Marseilles? Lyons? Bor¬ 
deaux? Brest? Rheims? How is Spam separated from Franco I 
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England; in the cathedral of Rheims the Frerch kings were 
asually crowned; near Abbeville is the ancient battle-field 
of Crecy , and farther north that of Agincourt; Lille is strongly 
fortified. Valenciennes is celebrated for its lace. 

In the basin of the Loire are—Tours and Orleans , with manu¬ 
factures of cloth ; Orleans is celebrated as the scene of the ex¬ 
ploits of Joan of Arc; and St Etienne , the chief seat of the iron 
manufactures of France. 

Farther south are— Limoges , on the Vienne, and Angoultme , 
on the Charente, with porcelain manufactures ; Toulouse , on 
the Garonne, where Wellington defeated Soult in 1814, has 
a large trade ; Pau , near the Pyrenees, a favorite resort for 
invalids ; Bayonne , where the bayonet was invented; and 
Biaivitz, a fashionable watering-place. 


What is the area of Prance? 
Population ? Size? Capital? How 
is France bounded ? Point out the 
boundaries on the map. How is 
France divided ? What parts of 
the country were ceded to France 
in I 860 ? Where are they situated? 
Describe the surface of France ? 
Name the principal mountains, and 
describe their positions. Point 
them out on the map. Into what 
natural divisions may France be 
divided ? Name the principal rivers, 
and trace their courses on the map. 
What is said of the rivers and 
canals ? What is said of the outline 
of France ? Of the islands ? Of 
the bays and gulfs ? Of the capes ? 


SPAIN. 

Area, 193,000 square miles ; population, 17,000,000 ; persons to a square 
mile, 87 ; about the same size as Ontario. 

Capital, Madrid. 

Spain is bounded on the North by France and the 
Bay of Biscay; on the West by Portugal and the Atlantic 
Ocean ; on the South and East by the Mediterranean. 

It was formerly divided into 14 provinces; but since 1833 it 
has been subdivided into 49 smaller provinces or governments. 
Spain is the most mountainous country in Europe, with the 
exception of Switzerland. The central region is an elevated 
table-land, occupying about one-half of the whole area of the 
country, and nearly surrounded by mountains. The principal 
mountains are the Pyrenees , forming the boundary between 
Spain and France, extending westward under the name of the 
Cantabrian chain, or mountains of Asturias, and terminating 
in Cape Finisterrc on the Atlantic. Farther south, and ex¬ 
tending from east to west, are the mountains of Castile ; the 
Siei'ra Toledo and the Sierra Morena; and on the south coast 
*he Sierra Nevada. Between these chains are large and fertile 
plains, through which the principal rivers flow, the elevated 
central plateau forming the boundary between those flowing 
west and those flowing east; the Minho, Douro , Tagus , Quad - 
iana t and Guadalquivir , flow west into the Atlantic ; and the 
Ebro, Guadalaviar , Xucar , and Segura, , flow east into the Medi¬ 
terranean. 

The coast is bold and mountainous; and the principal capes 
are Ortegal , Finistert'c , and Trafalgar , (where Nelson fell victo- 

Exercisks on the Map— Spain.— How is Spain separated from 
Africa? What ocean and Rea wash its shores ? What other country 
occupies part of the same peninsula? What islands are off the east 
coast? What large rivers of Spain flow into the Atlantic? Into the 


Point them out on the map. State j 
where they are situated ? Describe 
the climate of France. Its soil, Ac. j 
Its productions. For what is it 
celebrated ? For what is beet-root j 
used ? What is said of the manu¬ 
factures and commerce of France ? 
What is said of the army ? What | 
is said of the political history of j 
France ? What is said of litera¬ 
ture and science in France ? Of 
education ? Of religion ? Name 
the foreign possessions of France. 
Point them out on the map. Where 
are they situated ? Describe the 
chief cities of France. Point them 
out on the map. Where are they 
situated ? 


rious in 1805,) on the west coast; Cape Tar if a and Europe 
Point on the south ; and Capes Gaia, Palos , De Nau , and 
Creuse , on the east. The islands belonging to Spain are the 
Balearic Isles , (including Majorca , Minorca , Ivica, and For- 
mentera , and two smaller islands,) in the Mediterranean. 

Ihe climate of Spain is varied. In the valleys the heat is 
. excessive; and the high tablelands are alternately subject to 
scorching hot winds and freezing winter blasts, both destroying 
vegetation. The soil is in general rich, but it is poorly culti¬ 
vated. Olives, figs, vines, oranges, and lemons grow in great 
abundance. Vast flocks of merino sheep, the wool of which is 
particularly valuable, are reared on the high lands; and the 
horses of Andalusia, in the south, are famous. The mines of 
Spain are also valuable, especially those of iron, lead, and 
quicksilver; but they are little wrought. The chief exports 
are wool, wine, cork, lead, and grain. 

Spain was formerly one of the first powers of Europe, and 
ruled over a large part of it, besides possessing the greater paid; 
of America, from Mexico southwards ; but it now ranks only 
as a second-rate power. Of all its vast foreign possessions 
there now only remain the islands of Cuba and Puci-to Rico in 
the West Indies, the Philippine and Ladrone Islands in the 
Pacific, and the Canaries and other small islands off the coast 
of Africa. It also possesses Ceuta and some small settlements 
on the north coast of Africa. 

The government, after the revolution of 1820, was a limited 
monarchy, but in 1868 Queen Isabella was driven from the 
throne. After various changes of government, Alfonso, son of 
the ex-Queen Isabella, became king in 1874. The prevailing 
religion is the Roman Catholic. The Inquisition, which for¬ 
merly prevailed there in all its power, was abolished in 1820. 

Spain once possessed many universities, but now they are 
neither numerous nor well attended. Popular education is 
in a very low state, and the people are very ignorant. Bull¬ 
fighting was formerly a favorite amusement, but has now 
somewhat declined, 

Madrid , (330,000,) the capital, is situated on an elevated 
plain about 2000 feet above the sea, near the centre of the 
country. About 30 miles north-west is the celebrated palace, 
the Escurial. Barcelona , (190,000,) on the Mediterranean, is 
the second city in size, but the chief m importance for com¬ 
merce, wealth, and manufactures. Seville , (150,000,) the for¬ 
mer Moorish capital of Spain, on the Guadalquivir, is a large 
and handsome city. Cadiz, on the Island of Leon, is an impor¬ 
tant naval and commercial port, strongly fortified. Murcia , 
on the Segura, and Valencia , on the Guadalaviar, near the 
Mediterranean, have large manufactures of silk. Malaga , 
Almerta , and Alicante , on the southern coast, have large ex¬ 
ports of fruit. Xeres , near the mouth of the Guadalquivir, is 
celebrated for its sherry wine. Ferrol , on the north-west, and 
Cartagena , on the south-east, possesses very fine harbors, and 
are naval stations. Near Ferrol is Corunna , with a fine har¬ 
bor, where Sir John Moore was killed. In the valley of the 
Douro ar e—Valladolid, in former times the capital of the 
Spanish monarchy ; and Salamanca , celebrated for its univer¬ 
sity. On the Tagus is Toledo , an ancient city, celebrated for 
its sword manufactures. On the Guadalquivir is Cordova , 

Mediterranean ? Where is Madrid situated ? What large cities are on 
the Ebro? Douro? Tagus? Guadiana? Guad.tlquivir? On the 
southern coast? On the northern coast? How is Lisbon situated? 
How is Oporto situated ? 
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famous In ancient and mediaeval history, under the Romans 
and the Moors. Granada, in the south-east, a former capital 
of the Moorish kings, contains the celebrated palace of the 
Alhambra. Saragossa, on the Ebro, is celebrated for its de¬ 
fence against the French in 1808-9. Many of the cities of Spain 
ire celebrated as the scenes of great battles and sieges during 
the Peninsular War, between Great Britain and France, at the 
commencement of this century; as Badajoz, Talarera, Ciudad 
Rodtigo, Salamanca, and others. 

Gibraltar, at the extreme south of Spain, is the strongest 
fortress in the world. It is built on a precipitous rock, 1500 
feet high, and has stood three sieges, the last and most 
memorable of which lasted for three years, against the French 
and Spanish forces in 1779-82. It has belonged to Britain 
since 1704. 
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What is the area of Spain ? 
Population? Size? Capital? IIow 
is Spain bounded ? Point out the 
boundaries on the map. How is it 
divided ? Describe the surface. 
The principal mountains. Point 
them out on the map. Name the 
principal rivers. Trace their 
courses on the map. Describe the 
coast-line. Name the principal 
capes and islands. Point them out 
on the map. Where are they situ¬ 
ated ? Describe the climate of 


Spain. The soil. Productions. Ani¬ 
mals. Minerals. Exports. What 
did Spain formerly possess ? What 
foreign possessions has it now? 
Where are they situated? Point 
them out on the map. What is 
said of the government and reli¬ 
gion ? What is said of education, 
See. ? Describe the chief cities. 
Point them out on the map. Where 
are they situated ? What is said of 
Gibraltar ? Where is it situated ? 


PORTUGAL. 

Area, 35,800 square miles ; population, 4,3*0,000 ; persons to a square 
nule, 122; about the size of Newfoundland. 

Capital, Lisbon. 

Portugal occupies the south-western portion of the 
Iberian Peninsula, and lies between Spain and the 
A tlantic Ocean. It is divided into six provinces. 

Portugal is similar to Spain in most of its physical features 
and productions. 

It is traversed by several of the mountain ranges and river* 
of Spain. The Serra d'Estrella, a continuation of the moun¬ 
tains of Castile, terminate in Cape Roca, the most westerly 
point of Europe. The Serra d'Ossa and Serra Monchique 
continuations of the Sierra Nevada, terminate in Cape St Vin - 
cent off which Admiral Jervis defeated the Spanish fleet in 
1799. The Douro and Tagus enter the Atlantic in Portugal 
and the MinJu> and Guadiana form respectively the northern 
and south-eastern frontiers between Portugal and Spain. 
The Mondego is the only river of importance wholly Portu¬ 
guese. 

The climate is delightful, although excessively warm in the 
valleys; and the soil, like that of Spain, is rich, though 
Poorly cultivated. Vines, oranges, lemons, olives, and fi° s 
grow abundantly. The principal exports are port-wine cork 
oil, and fruit. 

In the fifteenth century Portugal was the most enterprising 
maritime power in Europe. The Portuguese were the first 
discoverers of the route to India by the Cape of Good Hope • 
but they have now greatly declined, and commerce, manufac¬ 
tures, and agriculture, are much neglected. 

■How lar from the coast are the Dalearic Islands ? 1 0ndon . 


The foreign possessions remaining to Portugal are Madeira, 
the Cape Verde Islands, Angola, Benguela , Mozambique, and 
other settlements in Africa; Goa, and several other settlement® 
in Hindostan ; Macao, in China, and settlements at Timor, in 
the Indian Archipelago. The Azores Islands also belong to 
Portugal. Brazil, in South Ameiica, formerly in its posses¬ 
sion, became independent in 1822. 

The government is now a limited monarchy, and the estab¬ 
lished religion the Roman Catholic. 

Lisbon, (280,000,) the capital, is situated on the Tagus, 
which here widens, forming a magnificent harbor. It is 
finely situated, but poorly built. It was nearly destroyed by 
an earthquake in 1755, when 60,000 persons are said to have 
perished. Oporto, (80,000,) at the mouth of the Douro, is the 
second city in size and importance, and exports port-wine, 
principally to England. These two cities divide the commerce 
of the country. Setubal, south-east of Lisbon, at the head of 
the bay of the same name, has large manufactures of salt, 
and Coimbra, on the Mondego, the only university in the 
kingdom. 


What is the area of Portugal ? 
Population? Size? Capital? How 
is it situated, and how bounded ? 
How is it divided ? What is said of 
its physical features ? What moun¬ 
tains traverse Portugal ? Point 
them out on the map. What rivers 
flow through Portugal ? Trace 
their courses on the map. De¬ 
scribe the climate of Portugal. Soil. 


Products. Exports. What is said' 
of Portugal as a maritime power? 
Name the foreign possessions of 
Portugal. Where are they situ¬ 
ated ? Point them out on the map. 
What is said of the government 
and religion? Describe the chief 
cities? Where are they situated t 
Point them out on the map. 


DENMARK. 

Area, 14.616 square miles; population, 1,784,000; persons to a square 
mile, 120 ; more than two-thirds the size of Nova Scotia. 

Capital, Copenhagen, 

Denmark comprises the peninsula of Jutland and a 
group of Islands lying at the entrance of the Baltic Sea. 
It is bounded on tho North by the Skager Rack ; on the 
est by the North Sea; on the South by Germany; and 
on the East by the Baltic, the Sound, and the Cattegat. 

It also possessed the Duchies of Schleswig-Holstein > 
and Lauenhurg , comprising the southern part of the 
peninsula, but in 1864, after a gallant struggle, they 
were wrested from it by the German powers. 

The principal islands are Zealand, Fiinen, and Laaland ; 
and besides these are numerous smaller islands, both on the 
east and west coasts. 

The straits between the islands and the mainland are called 
the Sound, the Great Belt, and Little Belt . The most northerly 
point of the peninsula is called the Skaw. 

The surface of Denmark is flat, scarcely interrupted even 
by a hill, and the rivers are small. The only navigable river 
in Denmark is the Eider, flowing into the North Sea, and 
connected with the Baltic by the Canal of Kiel. 

The climate is damp, and the soil in the south fertile and 
well cultivated, but in the north it consists of barren ami 
dreary wastes. The Danes have always been celebrated for 
their maritime enterprise. Their manufactures are small, 

Denmark. How is Denmark separated from Sweden and Norway r 
How is Zealand separated from Sweden? How is Copenhagen situated? 

In what direction irom Copenhagen is St. Petersburg? London ? <see 
Europe). Christiania? Stockholm? Where is Iceland ? ^see Europe^ 
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and the inhabitants are chiefly engaged in agriculture or the 
fisheries. 

Denmark possesses also the Island of Iceland and the Faroe 
Islands. Iceland is situated in the Atlantic, about 200 miles 
east of Greenland. It is cold and barren, and is celebrated for 
its numerous volcanoes, the largest of which is Mount Eecla, 
and for the geysers, or boiling springs, which throw up columns 
of boiling water at intervals, sometimes to the height of 80 
feet. Iceland was peopled by the Norwegians in 874, and con¬ 
tains about 65,000 inhabitants. The chief town is Reikiavik. 

The Faroe Islands are situated between Iceland and the 
Shetland Isles, and export large quantities of eider-down. 

The foreign possessions of Denmark are the islands of St 
Thomas, St John , and Santa Cruz , in the West Indies, and 
Greenland , in the Arctic Ocean. 

The government is a limited monarchy, and the established 
religion the Lutheran. Education is carefully provided for. 

Copenhagen (181,000), the capital, is situated on the east coast 
•of the Island of Zealand, and possesses a fine harbor. It contains 
a university, and some fine palaces and buildings. It was bom¬ 
barded by Lord Nelson in 1801, and again in 1807, when the 
Danish fleet was taken to England. Elsinore is situated on the 
east coast of the Island of Zealand, at the narrowest part of the 
Sound, the passage of which is commanded by the Castle of Kron- 
borg. All vessels entering the Baltic formerly had to pay dues 
to Denmark at Elsinore. Aalborg and Aarhuus are seaports. 

What is the area of Denmark ? climate and soil. What is said of 
Population? Size? Capital? What the maritime enterprise of the 
does Denmark comprise? IIow is Danes? Of their manufactures, 
it bounded ? Point out its boun- &c .? What islands belong to Den- 
daries on the map. What part of , mark ? Describe Iceland* its vol- 
Denmarkis now held by Germany ? ; canoes, geysers, &c. W T hat is its 
Which are the principal islands? chief town? What other posses- 
What channels are between the | sious has Denmark ? What is said 
islands and mainland? Describe . of the government? Describe the 
the surface of Denmark. Trace ! chief towns. Point them out on 
the principal river on the map, | the map, and state where they are 
and describe it. Describe the situated. 

GERMANY. 

Area, 206,500 square miles; population, 41,000,000 ; nearly as large as 
Quebec. y 

Germany is bounded on the North by the Baltic Sea, 
Denmark, and the North Sea; on the West by Holland, 
Belgium, and France ; on the South by Switzerland ; 
on the South and South-East by the Austrian Empire ; 
•and on the East by ltussia. 

The territory of Germany comprises a large part of Central 
Europe, and was formerly composed of a number of independent 
states, with their own rulers and separate constitutions. 

Before the Prusso-Austrian war of 1866, Austria was in¬ 
cluded in the German Confederation; but since then she has 
teen excluded, and the remaining states, which are 26 in num¬ 
ber, were united under one general government, with William 
King of Prussia as the first emperor, after the successful ter¬ 
mination of the war with France (1871). 

They are:— 

In North Germany— 

The Kingdoms of P russ ia and Saxony. 

The Grand Duchies UTTlldeuburg^lecklenburg-Schwerin, Mecklen- 
burg-Strelitz, Saxe-Weimar. 


Exercises on thb Map—German Empire.— Which countries of 
Cerm&ny are in the north? Which in the south? How is Germany 
fieparau-d from France ? What large river flows through Germany into 
Che Black Sea ? Through what countries does it flow ? What rivers 


The Principalities of Lippe-Detmold, Lippe-Schaumburg, Schwarts- 
burg, Rudolstadt, Schwartzburg-Sonderhausen, Reuss-Schleits, 
Waldeck. 

The Duchies of Brunswick, Saxe-Coburg-Gothe, Saxe-Meiningen, 
Saxe-Altenburg. Anhalt. 

The Free Cities of Hamburg, Liibeck, and Bremen. 

In South Germany— 

The Kingdoms of B^y^ria and Wurtyaburg. 

The Grand Duchies of B aden and Hes se- D armstadt. 

The Principalities of ReUk'S-Tireitz and Tncntenstein. 

The Empire Province of Alsace-Lorrainc^'iiud the Prussian Pro¬ 
vince of Hohenzollern. 

Saxony and the South German States still retain their 
own sovereigns, and all have their Representative Assemblies, 
but with limited powers, and are nominally independent; but 
Prussia controls the military forces of the Confederation, aud 
virtually rules the whole. The Federal Parliament meets at 
Berlin. Many of the States are small, and of little consequence. 

The Sudetic chain of mountains, stretching from the borders 
of Westphalia to the Carpathian Mountains in Austria, 
separates Germany into two parts—Northern or Lower Ger¬ 
many, forming part of the great plain formerly mentioned 
(page 44); and Southern or Upper Germany, diversified by 
mountains and plains. This chain is called by various names 
—as the Hartz Mountains in Hanover, the Erz Gebirge 
between Saxony and Bohemia, and Riesen Gebirge~hefareen 
Prussia and Bohemia. These, with tile Bo/venuan Forest, 
extending south-east from the southern extremity of the Erz 
Mountains, and the Moravian Mountains , enclose Bohemia on 
all sides. From the junction of the Erz Mountains and the 
Bohemian Forest the chain extends to the Hartz Mountains, 
and another smaller chain traverses the tablelands of Bavaria, 
terminating in the B lack For est on the east bank of the Rhine. 
The highest summits are about 5000 feet high. In the south 
are the R&cetian or Tyrolese Alps (see page 61). 

The principal rivers are—the Danube, rising in the Black 
Forest, and flowing east into the Black Sea; the Rhine, Weser, 
and Elbe, flowing north into the North Sea; and the Oder and 
Vistula, flowing into the Baltic Sea. 

Germany possesses but little sea-coast; and it is probably 
owning to this that its commercial advantages have been but 
little improved compared with what they might be. 

The climate of Germany is temperate: but, being inland, it 
is more subject to extremes of heat and cold than other countries 
in the same latitude. 

The soil in the north and north-east is sandy and marshy, 
with numerous small lakes; but in the south and west it is 
very fertile, yielding vast quantities of grain for export. The 
Rhine wines are celebrated; the vineyards on its hilly 
banks are very picturesque, and the scenery attracts large 
numbers of tourists. Vast forests still cover large tracts of the 
country, as the Black Forest, Bohemian Forest, and others. 

Germany is rich in minerals. In the Hartz and Erz Moun¬ 
tains are found lead, iron, copper, tin, and other metals. 
Bavaria is celebrated for its mines of rock-salt, and coal is 
found in various localities. 

The Germans are iudustrious, and carry on large manufac¬ 
tures; but labor is very poorly paid. Education, especially in 
Prussia, is carefully attended to, and attendance at school is 


flow northwards? Which is the largest country in Germany? Which 
next? How is Munich situated? What large cities are on ttye Rhine? 
How is Hamburg situated ? What large cities are on the Elbe? How 
is Bremen situated? Lubeck ? Schleswig-Holstein, and Lauenburg? 
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snade compulsory, non-attendance being punished by a fine 
against the parents. In the north the religion is chiefly Iro- 
testant, and in the south Roman Catholic. 

The Federal Government consists of the Emperor, a Federal 
Council of 58 members, and an Assembly of about 400 members, 
or I lor each 100,000 inhabitants. All questions of war, peace, 
diplomacy, and commerce are in the hands of the Emperor, but 
each State controls its own local affairs. 

Saxony is situated between Prussia, Austria, and Bavaria. 
Dresden (177,000), its capital, is a handsome city, the centre of 
the arts and literary institutions of Northern Germany. It 
has a celebrated museum, library, and gallery of pictures. At 
Meissen , 15 miles from Dresden, the celebrated Dresden china 
is manufactured. Leipsic (107,000) is distinguished for its 
book-fairs, its university, and the defeat of Napoleon in 1813. 

In Brunswick and Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, between Saxony 
and the former kingdom of Hanover, are situated respectively 
the cities of Brunswick and Coburg. 

In Meoklenburg-Sohwerin, between Holstein and Pomer¬ 
ania, is Rostock. It has a large library and university, once be¬ 
longed to the Hanseatic League, and is still an important seaport. 

Oldenburg, with its capital Oldenburg, is in the west of 
Hanover. 

In Saxe-Weimar, west of Saxony, is Weimar, celebrated as 
having once been the residence of Goethe, Schiller, and other 
literary geniuses at the court of the Grand Duke. 

Hamburg (304,000), on the 1 Elbe, is the principal seaport, 
and most important commercial city of Germany. Bremen 
(82,000), on the Weser, is the principal port for foreign com¬ 
merce. Liibeck (39,000) is an important seaport on the Trave, 
near the Baltic. These free cities belonged to the old Hanseatic 
League. 

In Bavaria, which lies west of the Austrian Empire, is Munich 
(170,000), the capital, on the Isar, a tributary of the Danube. 
It is a large and beautiful city, with celebrated galleries of 
painting and sculpture, and literary institutions. Augsburg, 
■where the Protestant Confession of Faith was presented to 
Charles V., and Ratisbon , are important towns. Nuremberg 
and Bamberg are manufacturing towns. 

In Wurtemburg, which is west of Bavaria, Stuttgart (84,000), 
the capital, is near the Neckar. 

In Baden, west of Wurtemburg to the Rhine, is Karlsruhe, 
the capital, a beautiful city. Heidelberg is renowned for its 
University. Baden is a fashionable watering-place. Mannheim , 
at the confluence of the Neckar and Rhine, has a large trade. 

Hesse-Darmstadt lies north of Baden. Darmstadt is the 
capital. At Worms, Luther appeared before the Diet. 

Alsace, chief city Strasburg , and Lorraine, chief city Metz, 
were wrested from France in the war of 1871. 

What is the area of Germany? through? What is said of the sea- 
copulation ? Size? How is it coast? Of the climate? Of the 
wounded? Point out the boun- ! soil and products? Of the mine 
daries on the map. What does it rals ? O. the people, education, and 
comprise? What is said of its con- religion? Describe the positions 
n'tion before and since 1S86 ? IIow 1 of the principal states. Point 
t s . divided ? Describe the moun-| them out on the map. Describe 
w,ms of Germany. Trace them j the principal cities. In what 
n the map. Name the principal I state is each ? How are they 
vers. Trace their courses on ! situated? Point them out on the 
he map. What states do they flow map. 

t>rf* X ^ CISES ov THK Wap—German Empire.— What ctate: an com- 
t. ® ed . ln Prussia ? What countries adjoin Prussia ? Wha 4 large citie* 
Ou°?h in V 0 1>russia are on the Baltic ? On the Rhine? Ol- the Order ? 
the Elbe? What river and mountains separate Prussia Dorn 


PRUSSIA. 

Area, 137,000 square miles ; population, 24,700,000 ; persons to a square 
mile, 130; one-third smaller than the province of Quebec. 

Capital, Berlin. 

Prussia is the first country in Germany for size, 
population, and importance, and is bounded on the 
North by the Baltic Sea, Mecklenburg, Denmark, and 
the North-Sea ; on the West by Holland, Belgium, and 
France ; on the South by some of the smaller German 
States and Austria ; and on the East by Russia. 

By the wars of 1864-66, Prussia added to her nine provinces 
the Duchies of Schleswig-Holstein and Laueuburg, the king¬ 
dom of Hanover, the Electorate of Hesse-Cassel, the Duchy of 
Nassau, parts of Bavaria and Hesse-Darmstadt, and the free 
city of Frankfort, thus consolidating her territory, which was 
formerly scattered and isolated. \ 

The surface is in general flat, sloping towards the north. In 
the south are the Hartz, Riesen Oebirge, and Sudetic chains of 
mountains; in the north-east it is covered to a great extent 
with vast sandy and marshy tracts, and numerous small shal¬ 
low lakes. The rivers are slow and favorable for navigation. 
The principal are—the Rhine and Elbe , flowing into the North 
Sea, and the Oder, Vistula , and Niemen, flowing into the 
Baltic Sea. None of these rise in Prussia. 

The sea-coast of Prussia is on the Baltic, with a small portion 
on the North Sea. Opposite the mouths of the rivers, long sand¬ 
banks or islands nearly enclose the Gulfs called the Stettiner 
Haff, Frische Haff\ and Curische Ilaff. 

The climate in the east and north is subject to extremes, bu? 
in the western provinces it is milder and more favorable tc 
agriculture. The soil in the west and south is fertile, and all 
the ordinary grains are raised in sufficient quantities for ex¬ 
portation. The vineyards of the Rhine are celebrated, and 
tobacco is grown in the south. 

Prussia is not rich in minerals, but iron, copper, lead, and 
coal are found in the mountain ranges. Amber is iound on th* 
shores of the Baltic. 

The commerce of Prussia is large, being principally carried 
on through the Baltic ports, and is greatly aided by the rivers 
and canals. The principal exports are grain, wool, linen, flax, 
and Rhenish wines. It has also important linen, wooilen, cot¬ 
ton, and iron manufactures. 

Prussia is one of the five great powers of Europe, and owes 
its position greatly to the attention paid to its standing army 
since the time of Frederick the Great. 

The form of government is a hereditary constitutional 
monarchy, with Upper and Lower Houses of Representatives; 
but the King, who is also Emperor of Germany, still possesses 
great power. The constitution was granted by Frederick Wil¬ 
liam IV. in 1850. 

The royal family, and the greater part of the inhabitants, 
are Protestants, but all religions are equally tolerated. The 
system of education is very complete, and every child is required 
by law to attend school. 

Berlin (1,000,000), on the Spree, a tributary of the Elbe, is 
the capital; it is the largest city in Germany, and one of the first 


Southern Germany? IIow is Berlin situated? In what direction from 
Berlin is Breslau ? Cologne? Danzig? Munich? Stuttgart? Dres¬ 
den? Hamburg? Frankfort-on-Main? Brussels? (see Europe). Paris? 
London ? Point out the position of Oldenburg. Of Baden. 
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in Europe; it is celebrated for its university. Potsdam, near 
Berlin, is celebrated for its royal palace of Sans Souci, and is 
the head-quarters of the Prussian army. Wiesbaden, in the 
former Duchy of Nassau, is famous for its hot-springs. On 
the Oder are—Breslau, (208,000,) the second city in size and 
importance, with large woollen and linen manufactures; and 
Frankfort, (43,000,) with large manufactures of cloth, and an 
extensive trade. 

On the Elbe are— Magdeburg , one of the strongest fortresses 
in Europe, sacked by Tilly in 1631 ; Wittenberg , where the 
Reformation began ; Altona, the capital of Holstein. Halle, on 
the Saale, a tributary of the Elbe, has a celebrated university. 

On the Rhine are—Cologne, celebrated for its magnificent 
cathedral, the principal seat of the commerce of the Rhine; 
Bonn , with a university ; Dusseldorf, an important town and 
river-port for the cotton and silk manufactures of Elbei'fieJd, 
Barmen , &c. ; Coblentz, at the junction of the Moselle with 
the Rhine, with Ehreubreitstein , on the opposite side of the 
river, one of the strongest fortresses in Europe; Bingen, with 
a large wine trade ; and Mayence, a strongly fortified town. 

Aix-la-ChapeUe, or Aachen, 30 miles west of Cologne, has 
famous baths, and is noted for the treaties which have been 
negotiated there. Treves, on the Moselle, is the most ancient 
town of Germany, with many old Roman remains. Frankfort- 
on-the-Main (90,000) has a large banking business. 

The principal seaports are— Stettin, at the mcuth of the Oder, 
with grain trade ; Dantzic , at the mouth of the Vistula, with 
foreign commerce ; KSnigsberg, on the Pregel; Memel, at the 
entrance of the Curische Haff, with exports of grain and 
timber ; Kiel , on the Baltic, the capital of the former Duchy 
of Holstein, with its university, library, observatory, kc.; 
and Flensborg , in Schleswig. 

In the former kingdom of Hanover are— Hanover, the 
capital; Gottingen , with a university; Emden , the chief 
seaport. 


What is the area of Prussia? 
Population? Size? Capital? How 
bounded? What did it gain in 
18d4-d6? What is said of its shape, 
A c. ? Describe the surface. The 
mountains. Where are they situ¬ 
ated? Point them out on the 
map. Name the principal rivers. 
Trace their courses on the map. 
\\ here do they rise ? Describe the 


coast-line of Prussia. The gulfs. 
The climate The soil and pro¬ 
ducts. The minerals. The com¬ 
merce and exports. The manu¬ 
factures. To what does Prussia 
owe its position ? What is said of 
the government? Of the religion? 
Of education ? Describe the chief 
towns. Point them out on the 
map. Where are they situated ? 


AUSTRO-HUNGARY. 

Area, 227,000 square miles; population, 30,000,000 ; persons to a 
square mile, 158 ; larger than Quebec. f 

Capital, Vienna. 

The Austro-Hungarian Monarchy is bounded on the 
North by Russia, Prussia, and Saxony ; on the West by 
Bavaria, Switzerland, and Italy ; on the South by Italy, 
the Adriatic Sea, and Turkey; and on the East by 
Turkey and Russia. 

It is one of the five great Towers, but has, during the last 


few years, lost much territory, and much of its former prestige* 
in contests with France, Italy, and Prussia. Although it 
has, through the influence of its ascendant rival, Prussia, been 
excluded from all connection with the political division of 
Europe called Germany, still, as the inhabitants of the wester* 
portion of the Empire speak German and are of German de¬ 
scent, it is divided into German, or Cisleithan Austria, ot 
* Austria Proper, and Transleithan, or Hungarian Austria. 

The German part is mountainous. The Sudetic chain cx> 
tends along the northern frontier, and Bohemia and Moravia 
are almost enclosed by mountains, (soe page 58.) The Alps, 
in the south, extend from the Tyrol in two chains, in a north¬ 
easterly and south-easterly direction; the Noric Alps , towards 
Vienna ; and, farther south, the Carnic and Julian Alps extend 
into Turkey. The Carpathian Mountains extend from near 
Vienna in a circular direction, enclosing Hungary and Transyl¬ 
vania, and separating them from the province of Galicia, and 
from the Turkish provinces of Moldavia and Wallachia on the 
east and south. Some of the summits rise to the height of 80CQ 
' feet. On the north they are abrupt and precipitous, but on 
the south they slope more gradually into Hungary, which 
forms a vast plain, almost surrounded by mountains. 

The principal river of Austria is the Danube , which flows in 
an easterly and south-easterly direction through the country, 
receiving the Inn , Drave , and Save from the Alps, and the. 
March , Waag, and Theiss from the northern mountains. Th© 
Elbe , Oder, and Vistula rise in Austria and flow through Prus¬ 
sia into the Baltic Sea. The principal lakes are—the Neusied- 
ler See (now drained) and Balaton Lake, both in Hungary. 

Austria possesses a small portion of coast-line on the Adria¬ 
tic Sea, less than any of the other great countries of Europe. 

The climate, owing to the inland position of the country, io 
more subject to extremes than in most other countries of Europe 
in the same latitude. North of the Carpathians it is subject to 
the greatest extremes, and in Hungary it is warmest; while in 
the mountain regions it varies according to the elevation. 

The soil, especially in the south and east, is fertile, produc¬ 
ing corn and wine abundantly. Wheat is largely exported, and 
Hungary produces the celebrated wine, Tokay. Agriculture 
forms the chief occupation of the inhabitants, but is not in 
such an advanced state as in the west of Europe. 

The mines of Austria are very valuable, producing almost 
every metal; iron, copper, and lead are found in great quanti¬ 
ties, as well as gold, silver, and quicksilver. The salt mines 
near Cracow are celebrated, and are probably the largest in 
the world. Coal is also found in Bohemia. 

Commerce, owing to the small extent of the sea-coast, is 
limited ; and manufactures, considering the vast resources of 
the country, are small. Glass, woollens, and linens in Bohemia, 
are the principal. 

Austria comprises under its Government, nations speaking 
various languages, and differing in laws, manners, and cus¬ 
toms. They are generally Germans in the west, Hungarians 
in the east, and Sclavonians in the north and south. Jews 
are numerous. The Zingari, or Gipsies, are a wandering race, 
existing chiefly in the Hungarian and Polish provinces. 

A large portion of Northern Italy was formerly under the 


Exercises on the Map— Austria. —What countries adjoin Austria? 
How is it separated from Turkey on the east ? On the south ? 
How is it separated from Northern Germany and Poland ? How is 
Vienna situated? What other large cities are on the Danube? How 


U Prague situated? What seaport belongs to Austria? On whai sea 
il it? In what direction from Vienna is Pesth ? Prague? Trieste? 
Innsbruck? Cracow? Berlin? Munich? Nuremberg? Paris (sec 
Europe)? London? Where does the Danube leave Austria! 
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power of Austria; but in the war of 1859 Lombardy was an* I 
cexed to the kingdom of Italy, and Venetia in 1866. 

The military force of Austria is large, being computed, when 
on the peace footing, at 283,000 men. The revenue of the 
oountry is about two-thirds of that of Great Britain. 

The form of government is an hereditary mouarcky, with 
the Emperor as head. A Council of the Empire sits^at 
Vienna, and Provincial Diets in the different countries. The j 
Roman Catholic is the prevailing religion, but all are tolerated. 
Education is carefully provided for by Government. 

Vienna , (825,000,) the capital of the Empire, is situated on 
the Danube, and is one of the first cities in Europe for science, 
literature, and refinement. It is an elegant city, possesses a 
famous university, and carries on the chief trade of the 
country. Prague , (157,000,) the capital of Bohemia, is the 
second city of Austria. It has a university, aud is celebrated 
in European history. 

In Moravia are the important fortresses Olmutz , and Trop- 
pau; Briinn , with large woolleu manufactures; and Austerlitz, 
famous for Napoleon’s victory in 1805. 

In Styria, Grdtz has large iron manufactures. Salzburg is 
celebrated for its salt manufacture. 

In the Tyrol are Trento where the famous Catholic Council 
was held in 1545 ; Innsbruck , an important town with a uni* 
yersity ; Klagenfurt and Layback are important in&uuf&ctur-. 
ing towns. 

In Hungary are Pesth and Buda, ou opposite sides or the 
Danube, forming one city, with a population of 200,000. They 
are now the capital of Hungary. Presburg , also on the 
Danube, was the former capital. Kremnils and Schemnitz have 
gold and silver mines. Tokay , on the Theiss, is famous for its 
wines. 


Lembei'g is the capital of Galicia. Cracow (50,000) was the 
former capital of Poland, and has a university and a splendid 
cathedral, where the Polish kings were crowned, and many of 
them buried. Klausenburg, Htrmannsiadt , and Kronstadt, 
are large and important towns in Transylvania. Trieste 
(t 0,000), the chief Austrian seaport, and Flume, the seaport 
for the Hungarian provinces, are both on the Adriatic Sea. 


What is the area of Austria ? 
Population? Size? Capital? Ilow 
*8 it hounded ? Poiut out the 
boundaries on the map. What is 
said of the importance of Austria ? 
What are its divisions ? Point them 
out on the map. Describe the sur¬ 
face of Austria. Describe the 
principal mountain chains. Trace 
them ou the map. Where are they 
situated ? D scribe the principal 
rivers Trace their courses on 
the map. What couutries do they 


flow through ? Name the lakes of 
Austria, and state were they are 
J situated. What is said of the 
, coast-line of Austria ? Of the cli- 
j mate? Of the soil aud products? 
i Of the mines? Of the manufac¬ 
tures? Of the inhabitants? Of 
J Italy ? Of the military power of 
Austria? Of the government? 

| Religion and education ? Describe 
the chief cities. Where are they 
situated? Point them out on the 
map. 


SWITZERLAND. 

Area, 15,900 square miles ; population. 2,670.000 ; persons to a square 
mile, 167 ; about four-fifths the size of Nova Scotia. 

Capital, Bekne. 

Switzerland is bounded on the North by Germany; 
on the West by France ; on the South by Italy ; and on 
the East by Austria. 


It is a Republic, consisting of twenty-two cantons united 
under one federal government. 

It is the most mountainous country in Europe ; two-thirds 
of the surface being covered with mountains, and the re¬ 
mainder consisting of an elevated plain. The Jura Mountains, 
on the west, separate it from France, and in the south and eAst 
are the celebrated Alps. These form several distinct chains, 
the most southerly being the Pennine A lps, extending south¬ 
west, and the Rlusiian or Tyrolese Alps , east; a little farther 
north are the Bernese Alps, on the west, and the Helvetian Alps 
extending north. In the Pennine Alps are the highest summits 
Monte Rosa, 15,200 ft., and the Matteiliorn or Mont Cervin, 
14,630 ft. In the Bernese Alps the Jungfrau rises 13,700 ft., 
and Finsteraarkorn 14,100 ft. Mont St Bernard is celebrated 
for its convent, and sagacious breed of dogs. The Alps art 
remarkable for their numerous glaciers or vast fields of ice 
filling the higher valleys between the mountains; they ar* 
estimated at more than 400 in number. These form the 
sources of many of the large rivers of Europe; the Rhont 
and Ticino flowing south; the Aar , Rhine , and Inn flowing 
north. 

Switzerland is also celebrated for its numerous and beautiful 
lakes, Geneva , Neufchatel, Constance , Lucerne , Zurich , Ac. 

The scenery of Switzerland is most varied and beautiful, and 
renders it the favorite resort of. tourists. Enormous rugged 
snow-capped mountains, with fearful precipices, glaciers, ava¬ 
lanches, and dashing waterfalls, form a striking contrast to the 
peaceful scenes in the valleys, with their picturesque chalets, 
waving fields of grain, orchards ripening under a southern 
sun, and the deep clear lakes almost hidden by the mountains. 

The soil of Switzerland varies greatly with the locality, and 
wherever it is possible, it is industriously cultivated. The 
valleys # yield grain, wine, and various fruits, and the moun¬ 
tains give pasturage to vast herds of cattle and goats. The 
manufactures are chiefly cottons, woollens, and watches. 

The Swiss are a brave, industrious, aud frugal people, and 
are celebrated for their love of liberty. They speak the French, 
Italian, or German language, according to the country they 
border upon. Three-fifths of the population are Protestants, 
and the remainder Roman Catholics. 

Berne , (36,000,) on the Aar, the chief town of the largest 
canton, ib also the seat of the Federal Diet. Geneva , (47,000,) 
is beauiiiully situated on the lake of the same name, and has 
important manufactures of watches and jewellery. Basle and 
Schaffhausen on the Rhine, and Zurich on the lake of the 
same name, carry on the principal commerce. St Gall is a 
manufacturing town. Neufchatel has clock and watch manu¬ 
factures. Lucerne is beautifully situated on the lake of that 
name, and near it are most of the scenes rendered famous by 
William Tell’s exploits. 

What is the area of Switzerland ? j Name the principal rivers. Trace 
Population? Size? Capital? How | their courses on the map. Name 
it Switzerland bounded ? Point out the principal lakes. Where are 
the boundaries ou the map. Of ( they situated ? Describe the scenery 
what is it composed ? Describe the ' of Switzerland. The soil and pro¬ 
surface. The principal mountain ducts. The people—their language 
chains. Trace them on the map. and religior Describe the chief 
Name the highest mountains. For towns. Point them out on the 
what are the Alps remarkable ?: map. Where are they situated ? 


Exercises on the Map—Austria. — Point out and give the 
boundaries of Bohemia. Of Moravia. Of Transylvania. Of the 
Tyrol Of Vorarlberg. Of Galicia. Is there any other province of 
Galicia? What country adjoins Switzerland ou the west? Ou the 


north ? On the south ? What targe towns are on the Rhine ? How is 
Zurich situated ? Lucerne? Geneva? (see P ance). In what direo- 
tiou is Geneva from Paris? (see Europe). Berne from Strasburg? 
Berne from Loudon ? 
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ITALY. 

Area 8quar 3 eTile q 23 a 6 re rS '* POpU l atio “' 28 ’700,000 ; persons to a 
of Quebec ’ ' more thaQ half the size of the Province 

Capital, Rome. 

Italy is bounded on the North by Austria and 
Switzerland ; on the West by France and the Medi¬ 
terranean ; on the South by the Mediterranean; and 
on the East by the Adriatic Sea and Austria. 

Prior to the year 1859, it comprised eight separate 
states, some independent, and others under the power 
of Austria, but is now united into a single independent 
state, the Kingdom of Italy. 

The Kingdom of Italy comprises Piedmont and Lom¬ 
bardo-Venetia, the former Duchies of Tuscany, Lucca, 
Parma, and Modena, the Island of Sardinia, the Papal 
States, and the Kingdom of Naples, including the Island 
of Sicily. The kingdom has only been formed since the 
war and revolutions of 1859-60, when France and 
Sardinia defeated the Austrians and gained Lombardy 
Garibaldi gained Naples and Sicily, and the other 
states voluntarily annexed themselves to Sardinia • 
Victor Emmanuel, King of Sardinia, becoming the 
first King of Italy. Savoy_and Nice, formerly belong¬ 
ing to Sardinia, were at the same time ceded to France. 
In 1866, Austria was compelled, after a short War, to 
cede Venetia to the new kingdom. Rome was acquired 
in 1870. 1 

Italy is a long, narrow peninsula, much resembling a boot 
in shape. Its surface is much diversified, presenting every 
variety of rich and varied landscape. The Alps curve round 
it on the north and north-west, and the Apennines extend 
from the Maritime Alps, the southern extremity of the Pennine 
Alps through the entire length of the peninsula, rising in the 
south to the height of. about 10,000 feet. These mountain 
chams divide the country into three parts; the large fertile 
plains of Piedmont and Lombardy in the north, between the 
Alps and Apennines ; and the eastern and western slopes from 
the Apennines to the sea. 

Italy is well watered by rivers, and their basins are remark- 
ably fertile. The pnncipal are the Po, with its tributary the 
Ticino, and the Adige, flowing into the Adriatic through the 
northern plains; the Arno and Tiber, flowing west into 
the Mediterranean. North of the Po at the foot of the 
Alps, are the beautiful Lakes Como, Lugano, Maggiore 
Oardi , &c. * 

The coast is irregular, and indented with many fine gulfs 
and bays, of which the principal are the Gulfs of Genoa and 
Gaeta, Bay of Naples , and Gulf of Salerno, on the west coast; 

Exercises on the Map—Italy, Ac.— How is Italy separated 
from France f From Switzerland ? From Austria ? Whafsea washes 

ranein ? 00 ^ 1 l ^V H ° W i8 this 8ea con o ect e d with the Mediter¬ 
ranean ? How is Sicily separated from Italy ? Sardinia from Coroica ? 


the Gulf of Taranto on the south ; and the Gulf of Venice on 
the east, at the head of the Adriatic Sea. The principal capes 
are Passaro, on toe south of Sicily, and Spartivento and LeZca 
e southern points of the mainland. The Strait of Messina 

TZZZ» Z ? ^ alabria > and Strait of Bonifacio is 
between the islands of Sardinia and Corsica. 

the islands belonging to Italy sre-Sardinia, separated 

Wh ‘ Ch bel0 “ gS t0 France ’ b ? Strait of 
Bonifacio, and intersected by a range of mountains. The 

fisheriM f ''1 ° hlefly aSricU ' tUra) - and fi are also important 

and mmr f “ 1 ^’ and sardines - Sicily, the largest 

and most fer.ile island in the Mediterranean, separated from 

£, “ '“' a , d hj * h ® Strait of Messina - In the east is Mount 
EUa' European volcano, nearly 11,000 feet high. 

Elba on the west coast of Italy, between Corsica and the 
mainland the first place of banishment of Napoleon. The 

Lfrhthou^e oflh ° f SiC ‘ lr ’ W ' th SlromM h called the 

whichtarays bumLr rranea "’ fr ° m ^ ^ 

The climate of Italy is delightful, but on the west coast 
between the Island of Elba and the Gulf of Gaeta, the bea^of 

“Tr “t 1 "* - fr0m the marsbe9 ’ ^ring large 

tracts of the country uninhabitable. These tracts are called 
the Maremma, Pontme Marshes, and the Campagna. The 
soil m ver y fertile. Rice, wheat, and maize are extensively 
cu tinted, and vines, olives, oranges, and lemons are abun¬ 
dant. Italy possesses few minerals, but is celebrated 
for its fine marbles and alabaster. Silks are manufactured iu 
the north, and are almost the only manufacture of oonse- 
quence. 

Although till 1859 disunited and unsettled, Italy is famous 
as having been the seat of the old Roman Empire, the mistress 
of the world in the early ages, and possesses many interesting 
classic remains of its former grandeur, forming an ample and 
interestmg stud, to the raveiler and scholar. lt was also the 
° f , 8 . e , Tera of the most powerful commercial republics of 
the middle ages, Venice, Genoa, &c„ and is still celebrated as 
being thegreat centre of the fine arts, painting, sculpture, music, 
and architecture. 

The government is a limited monarchy, and is formed upon 
the pattern of that of Britain. The Roman Catholic is the 
established religion, but all others are tolerated. It possesses 
a great number of large towns, most of them celebrated in 
history* 

In the former Papal States— Rome (244,000), the capital, on , 
the Tiber, formerly the mistress of the world, although sadly 
decayed, possesses magnificent remains of its former grandeur, 
and is still celebrated for its splendid buildings, and for the 
architectural beauties of its old ruins. The Pope, although no 
longer a temporal sovereign, still holds his court in Rome. 
Civita Vecchia is its seaport. 

In Piedmont Turin (213,000), formerly the capital of 
Sardinia, a fine city, with extensive trade, noted for its silk 
manufactures; Genoa (130,000), the chief seaport of Italy 
with important manufactures of silks and velvets; formerly 
the capital of a powerful republic of the same name ; Spezia, 

IIow is Rome situated? What famous city is on the Adriatic? Where 
is Turin situated? Milan? Florence? In whatdbJStaSfrom Rom™ 
is Naples? Palermo? Venice? Florence? Turin? Paris’ (see 
Europe). London? Berlin? Vienna? * ' 
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the chief naval station, with an excellent harbor; and 
Alessandria , a strongly-fortified city, with silk manufac¬ 
tures. 

In Lombardy-.Wan (200,000) is a beautiful city, with a 
magnificent cathedrA of white marble, and large trade; Ber- 
gamo, Brescia, and Piacenza are important towns; Parma 
and Modena, the former capitals of the duchies of the same 
name, and Bologn a, with the oldest university in Italy are 
important inla&rtowns. Near Milan is Magenta, and near 
Brescia is Solferino, where the Austrians were defeated by 
the French in 1859. 

In Tuscany—Cornice (167,000), surname! ‘ the beautiful ’ is 
a magnificent cityV&nd has long been celebrated as a seat of 
science and art, and for its splendid galleries of painting 
and sculpture ; it was formerly the bead of a republic of 
the same name; Pisa, with its famous leaning tower; and 
Leghorn, an important seaport. Ancona is a fortified sea- 

port on the Adriatic, and near it is Loretto, with its famous 
shrine. 

In Naples is Na^s (448,000), the largest city in Italy, sur- 
passing every city in Europe for the beauty of its situation and 
appearance. The Bay of Naples is celebrated for its scenery. 
About ten miles from the city is the volcano of Vesuvius 4000 
feet high, near which are the remains of the ancient cities of 
Herculaneum and Pompeii, which have been buried in lava and 
ashes since a.d. 79, and are now being excavated. Gaeta and 
Capua are near Naples. 

In the Island of Sicily zre—Palemo (220,000), a fine citv 
with much commerce; Medina (111,000), the principal com’ 
mercial city; Catania (8l,\)U0), with manufactures of silk • 
yracuse, famous for its ancient greatness, and memorable in 

nort 7 th itS WiDes> Ca « lUtri is “*« chief 

port of the Island of Sardinia. 

In Venetia-JW (128,000) was long the head of a power- 
fel commercial republic. It is built on a number of islands, 
ranals forming the streets and gondolas the carriages, and con- 
tains many fine buildings. Padua, with a celebrated university, 
Md Vicenza art large and import towns. Verona, Peschiera 
•Mantua, and Legnago form the famous “quadrilateral,” or chain 
oi fortresses to repel foreign invasion. 
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What is the area of Italy ? Popu- 
lation? Size? Capital? How is 
i. b . ou nded ? Point out the boun¬ 
daries on the map. Of what is it 
composed ? Describe the surface. 
n« e .? 0untain chains. Trace them 
do the moun¬ 
ts divide the country? What 
AT ® aid ° f the rivers of Italy? 
C( J“ e the Principal. Trace their 
coaq? e ? 0n the map * describe the 
Namt : the principal 
the m ant * Po * nt them out on 

Nam“* aP * Where are they situated ? 
ame the principal capes and 


straits. Point them out on the 
map. Where are they situated ? 
describe the principal islands 
Point them out on the map. Where 
are they situated? Describe the 
climate of Italy. Soil and pro- 
ducts. Minerals. Manufactures. 
What is said of Italian associations? 
How has the kingdom of Italy 
been formed ? What is the form 
of government? What is said of 
its present position? Religion, 
Ac ? Describe the chief cities 
Point them out on the map. Where 
are they situated? 


Britain Isl ^ n< ! ° f to > ‘° the south of Sicily, belongs to 

^• fl cett theM t ^ tXe^ lld “ **^ f ° r the 

«^it msnean . tee ° 


it i L b u: ,ong? D ““ n * ^ 

GREECE. 

‘“’-■•“sK.rsifKSsMaissr-.".— 

Capital, Athens. 

Greece is bounded on the North by Turkey • on 
the West and South by the Mediterranean ; and on 
the East by the Archipelago. 

weli^!^? * . 8UCCessi0D of 8 en ‘ le hills and valleys, 

well adapted for cultivation. In the northern part are the 
celebrated mountains Parnassus and Helkon. 

- :,,„ ere ( are , no " T j r8 of importance in Greece. The country 

he Guff of J/f 7 ? # ° Ul/0f Lepant0 on the wes ‘. and 
fW °f Athens on the east. The southern part is cklled 

fend^h’ °i', a , ncient Peloponnesus, and is joined to the main¬ 
land by the Isthmus of Corinth. 

,.nlrTu aIS °- P ° SSe , 3Se3 numerou3 bays and islands. Of the 
n , ; / r r aC1P , aI ar * * be Ionian Is,ands 0“ th e 'rest coast, 
a"' .;’' 7 "’ ? MaUm ’ UkaCa ' Cephalonia, Zante, and 

Congo. They were formerly under the protection of Britain 
but were given up to Greece in 1863. On the east coast are 
Negropont or Euhcta, and the Cyclades 

T : rbep r ,pa : guifo tia , aD d 

wiTwirid’si; o ~” ■” 

The climate is warm and delightful, and the soil fertile 

s P o r «h«n 8 fru”ts £ nC Io °™ S ' S ’ lem ° nS ’ and 

small dries ‘ T „ l0 , man Isle3 “Port large quantities of a 

state of he = CaI ’ ed C T aDt3 - 10 ‘be unsettled 

state of the country, agriculture is but poorly attended to 

srsstt “ -* ,i *—- 

Previous to the year 1829, Greece was subject to Turkey. It 
t en achieved its independence, and in 1832 elected Otho of 
Bavaria to be king. He was again expelled in 1862, and in 1863 

hfeX’d ^ ° f th<! P ~ K ‘" g ° f D “" a ^ elected fn 

Orf^ 0 ” 81 * SmaI1 ! “ **"**”* and now °f ii“i® importance 
mLm?6 P T SSe3 agr r a ‘ am ° Unt ° f interest on oo'ount of the 
b ^J “ T*“* of lts anoien ‘ monuments, and the remem¬ 
brance of.its former greatness. Almost every spot is classic 
ground, as the scene of some remarkable event in its ancient 
history when it held the first rank among the nations of h. 

and featteg! “ d ad “»‘ in the arts 

AtAenj (48,00°), the capital, is now a poor city, and is only 

mavnifi ^ for mor greatness and the remains of its ancient 
ma mficence. Nauplia (7000), at the head of the gulfof the same 
° P ° 3S ® SSe3 a bo®, harbor and fortress, and is a considerable 
port. Nararxno, in the south-west, is memorable for the 
destruction of the Turkish navy in 1827 by the combined fleets 
of England, France, and Russia. Corinth and Sparta, both in 
the Morea, were once renowned cities. Tripolitza was for- 

SisSSr?"™”--" istr-as 

its shape, principal capeC'slInds“/r ®“* * “ ap »f showing 


















64 


EUROPE. 


merly the residence of the Turkish Pacha, and the capital of 
the Morea, but was destroyed by the Turks. Corfu (25,000), 
in the island of the same name, is the capital of the Ionian 
Islands, and is beautifully situated and strongly fortified. 
Zante (20,000), iu the island of the same name, makes large 


exports of currants. 

What is the area of Greece? 
Population? Size? Capital? How 
is Greece bounded ? Point out the 
boundaries on the map. Describe 
the surface. What celebrated 
mountains are in Greece, and 
where are they situated ? Describe 
the outline of Greece. Point out 
the prfucipal features on the map. 
What islands belong to Greece? 
Where are they situated? Point 


them out on the map. Name the 
principal gulfs and capes. Point 
them out on the map. Where are 
they situated? Describe the cli¬ 
mate. The soil and products. Ex¬ 
ports. Industry and manufactures. 
What is sa'd of the political his¬ 
tory of Greece ? For what is Greece 
interesting? Describe the chief 
towns. Where are they situated? 
Point them out on the map. 


TURKEY IN EUROPE. 

Area 203.600 square miles ; population, 16,000,010 ; persons to a square 
* mile, 78; nearly the size of Quebec. 

Capital, Constantinople. 

Turkey, or the Ottoman Empire, comprises posses¬ 
sions in Europe, Asia, and Africa. European Turkey 
is bounded on the North by Russia and Austria; on 
the West by Austria and the Adriatic Sea ; on the 
South by Greece, the Archipelago, and the Sea of Mar¬ 
mora ; and on the East by the Black Sea and Russia. 
Moldavia, Wallacliia, Servia, and Montenegro, although 
iu reality independent, are nominally Turkish provinces 
under the protectorate of Russia and Austria* 

Turkey is a mountainous country, although diversified with 
rich and fertile valleys and extensive plains. The principal 
mountains are the Balkan , extending from east to west through 
the centre of the country. From the west end of that range 
the Dinaric Alps extend north-west, and the Pindus Mountains 
south ; and from about the middle of the same range, the 
Despoto or Rhodope Mountains stretch south-east, and another 
chain north-west, to the Carpathians, meeting them at the 
Iron Gate on the Danube. The Pindus range extends into 
Greece, and contains the celebrated mountains Ossa, Pelion, 
and Olympus in Thessaly. 

The great river of Turkey is the Danube , flowing into the 
Black Sea, with its tributaries the Save and Morava on the south 
bank, and the Sereth and Pruth on the north bank. The Maritza 
and Vardar flow south into the Archipelago ; the Yale of Tempe 
is near the mouth of the Salcmbi'ia, a small river flowing 


The climate is warm and delightful, especially south of the 
Balkan Mountains. The soil is excellent; but owing to the 
bad government of the country, agriculture is very backward, 
and more attention is given to pasturage. The products are 
chiefly grain in the north, and wine, olives, cotton, tobacco, 
and fruit in the south. 

Commerce and manufactures are chiefly in the hands of 
foreigners, being despised by the Turks themselves. 

The government is a despotism, the Sultan being the head 
of the state, with the Grand Vizier as prime minister, and 
Pachas as governors of the provinces. There is no aristocracy, 
all preferment depending on the will of the Sultan. Only 
about 2,000,000 of the whole population are Turks, though 
about 4,500,000 are Mohammedans ; the remainder consists of 
a mixture of the Greek, Bulgarian, and Sclavonic races, belong¬ 
ing to the Greek Church. The late war between Turkey and 
its allies and Russia arose from the pretensions of the Czar of 
Russia, the head of the Greek Church, to a protectorate oyer 
the inhabitants of Turkey belonging to that Church. The 
Turks are very ignorant, education with them being simply 
the reading ef the Koran, which may be said to constitute 
their religion, laws, and literature. Some reforms have, how¬ 
ever, been lately introduced. 

Constantinople (500,000), the capital, one of the largest 
cities in Europe, is beautifully situated on the Bosphorus, or 
Strait of Constantinople, and possesses a magnificent harbor, 
called the “ Golden Horn.” The city presents a splendid 
appearance from the water, owing to its numerous mosques, 
glittering domes, and graceful minarets; but the interior is 
poorly built, and dirty. The houses are in general built of 
wood, and the streets are narrow. Constantinople was for¬ 
merly the capital of the eastern divisiou of the Kornau Empire, 
but was taken by the Turks in 1453. Adrianople , (150,000,) on 
the Maritza, is the second city in importance, and was formerly 
the capital of the Ottoman Empire. Gallipoli, on the Darda¬ 
nelles, and Saloniki , (the ancient Thessalonica,) are important 
seaports. Sophia is a large and important city in Bulgaria* 
Shumla is strongly fortified, and Varna, a fortified seaport on 
the Black Sea, near which the allied French aud English 
armies were encamped before proceeding to the Crimea in 1854. 
Belgrade, Widdin, Rustchuk, and Silistria, are strongly fortified 
cities on the Danube. Bosna Serai is the chief town of Bosnia. 
Bucharest , (140,000,) the capital of AVallachia, isalarge and im¬ 
portant city. I brail or Brailov, aud Galatz, export large quan¬ 
tities of grain. Ja*sy (70,000) is the capital of Moldavia. 


through Thessaly. 

The principal lakes are Scutari and Ochrida, in the west. 

The chief features of the coast are the Gulfs of Saloniki, 
Contessa, and Saros, in the south ; and the Sea of Mai'moi'a, 
•connected with the Archipelago by the Dardanelles, and with 
the Black Sea by the Bosphoims. 

Most of the European islands in the Archipelago belong to 
Greece, but Turkey possesses Candia , (the ancient Crete,) 
Lemnos, &c., besides a number of others more generally con¬ 
sidered as belonging to Asia. 


Exkbcisesonthe M ap—Italy and Turkey.— What countries adjoin 
Turkey ou the north ? On the south ? How is Turkey in Europe separ¬ 
ated from Turkey in Asia? How is Turkey separated from Austria? 
From Italy ? How is Coustautiuople situated ! What largo cities are 


What is the area of Turkey? 
Population ? Size ? Capital ? What 
does Turkey comprise ? How is it 
bounded? Point out the bouu 
daries on the map. What pro¬ 
vinces beloug to Turkey ? Where 
are they situated ? Describe the 
surface of Turkey. The principal j 
k untain chains Trace them ou ; 
the map. Describe the principal 
rivers. Trace their courses on the 
map What are the principal, 
lakes? Where are they situated? I 


Describe the chief features of the 
coast Where are they situated? 
What islands belong to Turkey? 
Where are they situated ? Describe 
the climate The soil and pro¬ 
ducts What is said of commerce ? 
Of the government ? Of the people? 
Of the religion? Of the late war? 
Of the state of education, Ac. 
Describe the chief towns. Where 
are they situated ? Point them out 
ou the map. 


n the Danube * In what direction from Constantinople is Athens! 

“ i Iow «re Wallachia and Moldavia separated from the rest of 

rker? Point out Varna? Silistria? Helgra^? What would yoa 
ill the portion of land about the mouth of the Danube ? 
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Asia is bounded on the North by the Arctic Ocean; 
on the West by the Ural Mountains, Ural River, Cas¬ 
pian Sea, Mount Caucasus, Black Sea, Sea of Mar¬ 
mora, Mediterranean, and the Red Sea ; on the South 
by the Indian Ocean ; and on the East by the Pacific 
Ocean. 

It is the largest and most populous of the great divisions of 
the globe, and is particularly interesting as having been the 
first abode of man, and the scene of most of the important 
events recorded in the Holy Scriptures. 

Its great physical features are also as remarkable as its extent, 
the rivers being of great length, and only equalled by some of 
the largest in America ; while its mountains are the highest in 
the world, and its high table-lands are nowhere equalled for 
their vast extent or height above the sea. 

The two great chains of the Himalaya and Altai Moun¬ 
tains, extending across the broadest part of the continent fjptp 
west to east, under various names, form the most striking 
feature of the continent, and divide it into three regions,—viz., 
a great northern plain, sloping towards the Arctic Ocean, 
through which the Obi, Yenisei, and Lena Rivers flow ; a 
central mountainous region, which is subdivided by other 
mountain chains ; and a southern slope towards the Indian 
Ocean,.divided into three great peninsulas. Between the two 
great ranges the slope is eastward, and this vast valley contains 
the minor parallel chains of the Thian Shan and Kuenlun , and 
the mountains of China, forming the basins of the great rivers 
Amoor, Hoang-ho , and Yan-tse-kiang ; a smaller western slope 
is shown by the course of the Amoo and Sir , flowing into the 
Sea of Aral. From the Himalayas and their continuations 
southwards, is a southern slope, as shown by the courses of 
the rivers Mekong or Camboja , Saluen, Irrawady , and others 
in Farther India; the Ganges , Brahmapootra, and Indus, 
in Hindostan; and the Tigris and Euphrates in Asiatic 

Turkey. , 

Besides the great chains already mentioned are the Hindoo 
Koosh , extending south-west from the western end of the Hima¬ 
layas, and separated from them bv the valley of the Indus; the 
Pamir, stretching north from the eastern extremity of the 
_ Hindoo Koosh, and forming the dividing line between the east¬ 
ern and western slopes of the central region; the Elburz range, 
extending from the Hindoo Koosh to the southern extremity of 
the Caspian Sea ; the mountains of Armenia, in which is the 
celebrated Mount Ararat; the parallel chains of the Taurus 
and Anti-Taurus Mountains, in Asia Minor; and from the 
eastern extremity of the Taurus range, the mountains of 
Lebanon extend southwards along the coast of the Mediter¬ 
ranean, and are continued by smaller chains to the Sinaitio 
Mountains, at the head of the Red Sea. 

The Himalayas are the highest mountains of Asia and of 


the world, about fifty of their peaks rising over 20,000 feet in 
height. Mount Everest is 29,000 feet and Kinchinjunga, 
28,000 feet high. The Hindoo Koosh Mountains do not ex¬ 
ceed 23,000 feet, the Caucasus 18,500 feet, tho Elburz range 
18,500 feet, and the other ranges generally from 5000 to 10,000 
feet in height. 

The principal rivers of Asia already mentioned, although of 
great length and volume, are of much less importance than 
those of America, as they are of comparatively little use for 
navigation, owing to the height of their sources, and the 
mountainous nature of the regions through which they flow. 
Those of Siberia, moreover, are inaccessible, since they flow 
into the Arctic Ocean. All are valuable, however, for irriga¬ 
tion and agricultural purposes. 

The table-lands of Asia are of great extent, and occupy a 
large portion of the continent, extending from the Mediter¬ 
ranean Sea to the Sea of Japan, a distance of upwards of 5000 
miles, and varying from 400 to 2000 miles in breadth. The 
largest and most elevated is the great central plateau between 
the Altai and Himalaya Mountains, including the Desert of 
Gobi or Shamo, from 4000 to 10,000 feet high. West of it 
are the Desert of Iran, in Persia and Afghanistan, and the 
table-lands of Armenia, Asia Minor, and Arabia . 


The principal Lakes are :— 

Baikal and Balkash , in Siberia, | the inland salt lakes, the Sea of 
and the Dead Sea , in Syria, besides j Aral, and the Caspian Sea. 

Like Europe, the outline or coast-line of Asia is much broken, 
and has many islands, seas, gulfs, bays, and straits. 

The principal Peninsulas are :— 

Asia Minor, on the west; Arabia, 1 and Annum, on the south ; and 
Hindostan, Malaya or Malacca , | Corea and Kamschat ka, on the east. 

'The principal Islands are :— 


Cyprus, in the Levant or eastern 
end of the Mediterranean ; Ceylon, 
the Laccadive. Mai dive, A ndtrfflhn, 
and Nicobar Islands, in thSTndian 
Ocean-?—jSuma<ra, Java , Borneo, 
Celebes, the Moluccas or Spice 


Islands , and Philippines, in the 
Eastern Archipelago; and Hai¬ 
nan, Formosa^ L oo Chop, Islands, 
the JapdrristandfTSaohglien, Kjkt- 
rile, &nCr3Xeulian Islands, in tho 
Pacific. 


The principal Seas and Gulfs are :— 

The Levant, Red Sea, Arabian I Gulfs of Siam and Tonquin Td- 
Sea. Persian Gulf, Gulfs of Cutch | low Sea, Gulf of Pechcltt, Japan 
and Cambay, Bay of Bengal and I Sea, and Sea of Okotsk. 

Gulf of Martaban, China Sea and | 

The principal Straits are :— 

Babel mandeb, Ormut , Gulf of\of Malacca and Corea, Gulf of 
MandSjy&nd PaUTStrait, Straits | Tartary, and B ehring Strait. 

The principal Capes are :— 

Baba, the most westerly point of I rtn, Romania, Camboja Lopatka, 
Turkey in Asia, Basal Had, Como- | East Cape, and A orth-East Cape. 

The climate of Asia is, in general, warmer than that of North 
America in the same latitude ; but the high table-lands are 
subject to violent extremes. In the north it is excessively 
cold; in the middle it is dry, and almost rainless ; and in the 


Exercises on the MAP-Asix.-What oceans wash the shores of 
Asia’ How is Asia separated from Europe? From Africa? From 
America (see Hemisphere) ? By what isthmus is Asia joined to Africa ? 
What oceans wash the shores of Asia? What five seas are on tho 


east t What seas and bays are on the south ? What countries are in 
the south ? In the east ? In the north ? In the west?* In the interior ? 
What large islands are of the east coast ? Off the south-east ? In wh&ft 
direction do the mountain chains principally extend ? 

J£ 
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uouth hot. In the east it is more moist than in the west ; in 
the south the seasons are divided into wet and dry, and their 
changes are accompanied by a change in the winds, called the 
monsoons, or season winds. 

The northern plain of the continent is a treeless desert, ex¬ 
cept in the south and east, where it is more wooded. The 
plateaux of the central region are generally sandy, or covered 
with grass, and admirably adapted for pasture: but little 
grain is grown on them. On the southern slope of the Hima¬ 
layas vegetation becomes most luxuriant, producing the plants 
and grains of all the zones, according to the elevation. China 
is famous for its tea and rice: in the southern part of the con¬ 
tinent, and in the islands, coffee, cotton, rice, ginger, pepper, 
and spices are produced in great abundance ; while the forests 
furnish palm, teak, sandalwood, gamboge, and caoutchouc 
trees. Jungles cover a large part of the country in the south 
and south-east, affording refuge to the lion, tiger, leopard, ele¬ 
phant, and great numbers of large and venomous serpents and 
reptiles. In the north are found the bear, wolf, reindeer, ermine, 
marten, and many other fur-bearing animals; horses, camels, 
and dromedaries abound in the middle region. Iron, tin, copper* 
coal, and other minerals are found in various parts, but are little 
worked. Precious stones are found in India. Manufactures 
are not numerous, the principal being silks, cottons, Cashmere 
shawls, porcelain, and small carved articles of ivory and wood. 

The most densely peopled parts of Asia are China and Hindo- 
stau. The inhabitants of Asia are generally of the Caucasian 
race in the south-west; Mongolians in the middle and east j 
and Malays in Malacca and the East India Islands. They are al¬ 
most all either heathens, professing the worship of Brahma or 
Buddha in the south, and the system of Confucius in China; or 
Mohammedans in the west, which is the centre and cradle of 
Mohammedanism. There are some Christian sects in Syria and 
Armenia, and the Russian colonists of Siberia belong to the 
Greek Church, but neither are numerous. 

The Countries of Asia are :— 


Turkey in Asia. 

Arabia. 

Persia. 

Afghanistan. 

Beloochistan or Baluchistan. 

India or Hindostan. 

Eastern Peninsula, comprising 
Burmah, Siam, Axnam. <fcc. 

The islands of Asia are generally considered as forming par 
of Oceania, the fifth great division of the earth. ° 

What is the area of Asia? The the coast line of Asia? Name the 


Chinese Empire, including Ti¬ 
bet, Mongolia, Ac. 

Tartary or Turkestan (Eastern 
and Western). 

Russia in Asia. 

Japan Islands. 


extent? Population? How is it 
bounded? Point out the boundaries 
on the map. For what is Asia 
interesting? What is said of its 
physical features ? What great 
mountain chains intersect the 
country? Ilow do they divide it? 
Point out the divisions on the 
map. Describe them. Trace the 
mountains and rivers on the map. 
Describe the other mountain 
chains. Trace them on the map. 
What is said of the height of the 
mountains? What is said of the 
rivers ? What is said of the table¬ 
lands? Describe them, and point 
them out on the map Name the 
pnucipal lakes, and point them 
out on the map. What is said of 


principal peninsulas. Point them 
out on the map, and state where 
they are situated. Name the 
principal islands. Point them out 
on the map, and state where they 
are situated. Name the principal 
seas and gulfs. Point them out 
on the map, and state where they 
are situated. Name the principal 
capes. Point them out on the 
map, and state where they are 
situated. What is said of the cli¬ 
mate of Asia? Of the seasons? 
Of the soil 4 Of the productions ? 
Of the animals ? Of the minerals ? 
Of the manufactures ? Of the 
inhabitants? Name the countries 
of Asia. Point them out on the 
map. 


TURKEY IN ASIA. 

Area, about 660.000 square miles; population, 16,000,000; persons to ts, 
square mile, 24; more than three times the size of Quebec. 

Turkey in Asia is bounded on the North by tho 
Black Sea and Russia ; on the West by the Grecian Ar~ 
chipelago and the Mediterranean Sea ; on the South by 
Arabia ; and on the East by Persia. 

It comprises Asia Minor , Armenia , Syria , (including Pales¬ 
tine,) Kurdistan , the ancient Assyria, Irak-Arabia the ancient. 
Chaldea, and Alyeziras , the ancient Mesopotamia. These 
countries are all celebrated in the records of ‘the Holy Scrip¬ 
tures, both Old and New, and for that reason form a peculiarly 
iineresting study. It also comprises ail the western and part 
of the eastern divisions of Arabia. 

The Islands of Cyprus and Rhodes , in the Mediterranean, 
with Mitylene , Scio, Samos , and all the Asiatic Islands of the 
Grecian Archipelago, belong to Turkey. 

What is the area of Turkey in ancient countries do they corre- 
Asia? Population? Size? Ilow spond ? For what are they cele- 
is it bounded? Point out thebrated? What islands belong to 
boundaries on the map. What i Turkey ? Point them out on the 
countries does it comprise ? To what | map. Where are they situated ? 

ASIA MINOR. 

Asia Minor comprises the peninsula between the Black 
Sea and the Mediterranean. The greater part of the country 
consists of a high plateau, enclosed by the TuKrus Mountains 
on the sou c ,h, and the parallel range of the Anti-Taurus on 
the north, both extending close along the coast. The former 
are the highest, some of the peaks reaching to 13,000 feet in 
height. 

The rivers, owing to the mountainous nature of the country, 
are naturally small and rapid, but are numerous, and many of 
them celebrated in ancient history. The principal are the 
Kizil Irmak , the ancient Halys, formerly the boundary between 
Lydia and Media; the Sakaria , flowing into the Black Sea; 
and the Meander and Sarabat , flowing into the Archipelago. 
There are several salt lakes in the interior. 

The climate on the plains is hot and dry, but healthy, and 
in the mountain lands cool and pleasant. The soil is fruit¬ 
ful, especially in the valleys, but much neglected. Grain, 
tobacco, cotton, and all southern fruits, such as figs, olives, 
grapes, and pomegranates, grow in abundance. The elevated 
parts of the country afford excellent pasturage to large flocks 
and herds of cattlf. Along the shore of the Black Sea a dense 
forest covers the land. 

The commerce of the country is chiefly in the hands of the 
Greeks, Armenians, and Jews. The people are chiefly Moham¬ 
medans, but a large number belong to the Greek Church. 
The population is about eleven millions. 

Smyrna (150,000) is the chief commercial city of Asia Minor, 
and makes large exports of dried fruits. It is situated on a fine 
bay, and claims to have been the birthplace of Homer. Scutari t 
opposite Constantinople ; Brusa , (73,000,, near the foot of 
Mount Olympus; Kutaya and Angora , on branches of the Sa¬ 
karia,—the latter celebrated for its silky-haired goats,—are the 


Exercises on the Map—Asia.- What large rivers flow southwards ? 
Eastwards ? Through what zones does Asia extend ? What parts of 
Asia are in the same latitude as Canada ? 

Turkey in Asia —How is Asia Minor separated from Turkey in 


Europe ? What sea is on the north ? Oh the south ? -What island is 
off the southern shore? What mountains are in the south-east ? What 
gulf is between Asia Minor and Syria? How is Smyrna situated? 
Scutari ? What ports are on the Black Sea ? On the Mediterranean ? 
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most Important towns ; Trebieond and Sinope are ports on the 
Black Sea; Tokat has copper mines and manufactures. Tar¬ 
sus , celebrated as the birthplace of St Paul, is on the southern 
coast, opposite the island of Cyprus. 


What is comprised in Asia 
Minor? Describe the surface of 
the country. The principal moun¬ 
tains. Trace them on the map. 
What is said of the rivers? De¬ 
scribe the principal. Trace their 
courses on the map. What is said 


of the lakes ? Describe the cli¬ 
mate. The soil and products. 
What is said of the commerce of 
the country? Of the people? De¬ 
scribe the chief towns. Point them 
out on the map, state where they are 
situated, and for what celebrated. 


ARMENIA. 


Armenia lies to the east of Asia Minor, between it and Per¬ 
sia, and adjoins the Russian province of Georgia, south of the 
Caucasus Mountains. It much resembles Asia Minor in 


physical features, climate, and productions, but is still more 
mountainous. The land of Eden is supposed to have been 
in Armenia; and Mount Ararat, upon which the ark rested 
after the flood, is on the borders of Armenia, Persia, and 
Georgia. It rises in two peaks, the highest being over 17,000 
feet high. The river Euphrates rises in the mountains 
of Armenia, and flows southwards into the Persian Gulf; 
and the Kur t with its tributary the Aras, flows into the 
Caspian Sea. i 

Erzcroum (50,000), the largest city, is situated on an ele¬ 
vated plain, 6000 feet high, near the source of the Euphrates. 
Kars , in the north-east, is celebrated for its gallant defence 
against the Russians by the Turks, under General Williams, 
in 1855w 


Where is Armenia situated? In 
what does it resemble Asia Minor? 
What' remarkable place is said to 
be in Armenia ? Describe Mount 
Ararat. For what is it noted ? 


Describe the principal rivers. 
Trace their courses on the map. 
Describe the principal towns. Point 
them out on the map, and state 
where they are situated. 


SYRIA AND PALESTINE. 

Syria extends southwards from the Taurus Mountains, along 
th® eastern shore of the Mediterranean, and includes also Pales¬ 
tine, or the Holy Land. 

From the Taurus .range the mountains of Lebanon stretch 
southwards in two parallel chains, called the Libanus , and Anti- 
Libanus,— the latter terminating in Moun^ Bermon, 10,000 
feet high, its peak covered with snow for the greater part of 
the year. Between these ranges lies Ccele-Syria, or Hollow 
Syria. Mount Carmel, on the coast, forms a bold and lofty 
pronfiontory to the south of the Bay of Acre. In the north, 
the river Orontes rises, and flows past Antioch into the Medi¬ 
terranean. Near Mount Hermon are the sources of the Jor¬ 
dan , which flows southwards through the Sea of Galilee , or 
Tiberias , so celebrated in Scripture for the stirring scenes 
wliich occurred tiiere during the life of our Lord upon earth. 
From this lake the Jordan flows into the Dead Sea , after a 
course, including many windings, of 200 miles. The Dead Sea 
is a lake nine times salter than the ocean, knd occupying the 
place where Sodom and Gomorrah, the cities of the plain, 
formerly stood. This lake is 1300 feet below the level of the 
Mediterranean, and the Jordan, for the greater part of its 


Exercises on the Mar—Turkey in Asia. —What celebrated moun¬ 
tain is in Armenia? What celebrated river rises in Armenia? Where 
does it flow? Where is Erxeroum situated? Kars ? How is Syria 
seDarated from Algeziras ? What country does it adjoin on the south ? 


67 

course, is also below the level of the sen, being the only known 
instance of such an extraordinary depression. The mountains 
of Lebanon are continued southwards by the mountains of 
Palestine; and still farther by the mountains of Seir, ter¬ 
minated at the extremity of the peninsula at the head of the 
Red Sea by the Sinaitic group, on one of which Moses received 
the Ten Commandments. One of the same group is Mount 
Eoreb , where Moses saw the burning bush. To the east of 
Jerusalem is the Mount of Olives , the favourite resort of our 
Saviour. To the east and south of Syria is a great sandy 
desert, extending into Arabia, and inhabited by wild and 
rapacious tribes of Arabs, who live by pasturing their flocks 
and by plunder. 

During the life of Christ the northern part of Palestine was 
called Galilee, the centre Samaria, and the southern part J udea. 

Before the ten tribes were carried into captivity, they possessed 
the country afterwards named Galilee and Samaria, but then 
called the kingdom of Israel. 

The climate in the valleys is hot, and the soil is naturally 
rich, but it is poorly cultivated, and, owing to long neglect, 
has become sterile and barren. Grain, olives, figs, grapes; 
and pomegranates grow abundantly with but little labor, and 
the land would be literally a “land flowing with milk and 
honey,” if its resources were developed. 

The mountains of Lebanon are inhabited by two independ¬ 
ent tribes: the Maronites, a kind of Christians; and the 
Druses, a brave and warlike race, with a religion peculiar to 
themselves. 

D amascu s (150,000) is the largest and most important city of 
Syria, and one of the oldest in the world, having been in exist¬ 
ence in the time of Abraham. It lies on the route of the 
caravans to Mecca, and carries on a large trade in silks, 
jewellery, &c. Beyrou t is the seaport of Damascu s, and has 
also a large trade in silks, oil, and wine. Aleppo (100,000) 
is the capital, of Syria, and carries on an extensive trade in 
cotton and silk manufactures. In 1822 it was nearly de¬ 
stroyed by an earthquake, and 20,000 persons lost their 
lives. Antioch , on the Orontes, was formerly a city 

of great importance. Baalbec , near Beyrout, and 
the Tadmor of the Old Testament, in the Syrian desert, 

130 miles north-east of Damascus, are remarkable for the ^ w 

remains of their ancient temples and buildings. Jerusalem t f\ 1) ( (J 

(25,000,) the celebrated capital of ancient Judea, is now — 

sadly fallen in importance. Only about one-fourth of its 

inhabitants are Christians, and the Mosque of Omar now 

occupies the site of the ancient Jewish temple. It is only 

half the size it was before its destruction by Titus. Most 

of the interesting spots memorable in the life of our Lord 

are still pointed out, and churches have been erected upon 

them. It is much visited by pilgrims and travellers, 

Jaffa , the port of Jerusalem, is the ancient Tyre and 

Sidon , formerly important cities and seaports on the coast, are 
almost deserted; B^hl^em, the birthplace of our Lord, six : 
miles south of Jerusalem^ is now a straggling village. Hebron 
is ten miles farther south. Nazareth and Tiberias are miser¬ 
able villages; while of Bethsaida, and Capernaum no ruins even 


What sea is on the west ? What mountains are along the west coast! 
What celebrated river flows southwards ? How is Damascus Orated t 
Antioch? Aleppo? Jerusalem? What ports does Syria possess? In 
what direction from Jerusalem is Damascus ? Jafla! Tyie? Antioch! 


i 
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remain, bo great is the general desolation which has come over 
the land. Nablous is the ancient Shechem or Sychar, near 
which was Jacob’s Well. j^e, on the coast, near Mount 
Carmel, is famous in later times Tor the sieges it has withstood. 
Gaza, to the south-west of Jerusalem, is still an important 
town, carrying on trade between Palestine and Egypt. 

TIr "”tt p a i es tine formerly named? De¬ 

scribe the climate. Soil and produc¬ 
tions. Inhabitants of the moun¬ 
tains of Lebanon. Describe the 
principal towns and places of in¬ 
terest. Point them out on the 
map, and state where they are 
situated and for what noted. 


OUU.HCU : I1UW IS 

it bounded? Describe the moun- 
tains of Syria. Trace them on the 
map Describe the course of the 
Jordan The Dead Sea. The 
mountains in the south. Point 
them out on the map. What is 
east and south of Syria ? How was 


KURDISTAN, IRAK-ARABI, AND ALGEZIRAS. 


These countries, representing the ancient Assyria, Chaldea, 
and Mesopotamia, occupy the south-eastern part of Turkey. 
Kurdistan, on the borders of Armenia, is mountainous; but 
the greater part of the country is a level plain, through 
which the Tigris and Euphrates flow south-east into the Per¬ 
sian Gulf. These rivers overflow their banks when the snow 
melts on the mountains, and for a brief period the plains are 
coveted with vegetation ; but the hot sun soon scorches it all 
up. Along the course of the rivers, vines, rice, and date-palms 
flourish, but the rest of the country is desolate, and is infested 
by warlike tribes of plundering Arabs. 

Lake Van , in the north, is 5500 feet above the sea, and about 
one-fourth the size of Lake Ontario. 


Bassora or Bussorah (60,000), near the Persian Gulf, has a 
huge trade with Persia and the East. Bagdad (100,000),’on the 
Tigris, was long the capital of the Mohammedan Caliphs, and is 
an important starting-point for caravans. Mosul (40,000), on the 
Tigris, has fine cotton manufactures, and from it muslin derives 
its name. Opposite to it the interesting remains of ancient 
Nineveh were discovered by Layard. Diarbekir has copper- 
mines. Hillah occupies the site of ancient Babylon. Near it 
is the mound called Birs Nimrod , supposed to be the ruins of 
the famous Tower of Babel. 


What ancient countries do Kur¬ 
distan, Irak-Arabi. and Algeziras 
represent? Describe their situa¬ 
tion. How are they bounded ? 
Describe the country. Trace the 
courses of the priucipal rivers. 


What is said of vegetation ? 
Of the soil and people? What 
lake is in the north? Describe 
the principal towns Point them 
out on the map, and state where 
they are situated. 


ARABIA. 

Area. 1,200,000 square miles; population, about 5,000,000 ; persons to a 
square mile, about 4; three times the size of Ontario and Quebec. 
Chief City, Mecca. 

Arabia is a peninsula bounded on the North by 
Turkey in Asia ; on the West by the Isthmus of Suez 
and the Red Sea ; on the South by the Indian Ocean ; 
and on the East by the Persian Gulf and Irak-Arabi. 


It is a vast sandy desert, rising in the interior into a hi"h 
tableland, from 5000 to 8000 feet high, and sloping principally 
towards the Persian Gulf. It is most abrupt on the west and 
south coasts. Little is known of the interior of the country, 
but recent traveller* have found considerable towns and L 
numerous population in the northern central parts. The Syrian 
desert is in the possession of wandering tribes of Arabs called 
Bedouins, who live by plundering the caravans and by pasture. 

Exercises on the Map—Turkey in Asia, Arabia, tc —What lanre 
river flows nearly pa,-allel to the Euphrates ? What cities are situated 

Wh T- If Hl * h 8i T ated • llow is Arabia separated from 
Africa ? TV hat isthmus is ou the north-west ? How is Arabia separated 


The Strait of Babelmandeb is at the entrance of the Red Sea, 
and the Strait of Ormuz at the entrance of the Persian Gulf. 
Cape Ras el Had is the south-eastern extremity. Mounts Sinai 
and Horeb are in the peninsula extending into the Red Sea at 
its northern extremity. 

The climate is excessively hot, and the simoom, or burning 
wind of the desert, renders travelling very dangerous, as the 
sand sometimes moves like the waves of the sea, overwhelming 
everything. The soil on the coast is fertile, producing coffee, 
myrrh, frankincense, dates, and various other fruits. In the 
Persian Gulf are valuable pearl-fisheries. Arabia is celebrated 
for its horses. The camel is the only animal which can endure 
the fatigue of traversing the deserts. 

Hedjaz and Yemen in the west and Hassa in the east are 
subject to Turkey; the south-east belongs to the Sultan of 
Muscat; in the interior is the kingdom of Nedjed. 

Mecca (40,000), the birthplace of Mohammed, 60 miles from 
the Red Sea, and Medina , containing his tomb, farther north, 
are the holy cities of the Mohammedans, and are visited by vast 
numbers of pilgrims, as Mohammedans are enjoined to visit Mecca 
at least once in their lives. Jeddah is the seaport of Mecca. 

Sana is the capital of Yemen, and Mocha , celebrated for its 
coffee, is the chief seaport. Aden, at the entrance of the Strait 
of Babelmandeb, has belonged to Britain since 1839, when 
steam navigation was opened to India. 

Muscat (60,000), on the east coast, is the capital of the most 
enterprising and maritime country in Arabia, and even in 
Western Asia. It carries on an important trade in gums, 
myrrh, and frankincense, a large portion of which is brought 
from Africa. 

Riadh (30,000), in the centre of the country, is the capital 
of the kingdom of Nedjed and the chief town of the Wahabees, 
a particularly strict sect of Mohammedans. 

The ruins of Petra, the ancient capital of Edom, in the north, 
about midway between the Dead and the Red Seas, consist of 
a long street or narrow valley, in which houses, temples, and 
all the buildings are hewn out of the solid rock; and are 
an ] l £ n gst the most interesting ancient remains in existence. 

scribe the climate. Soil and pro¬ 
ducts. For what is Arabia famous ? 
How is Arabia divided? Describe 
the chief towns. Point them out 
on the map. and describe their 
situation. Describe the ruins of 
Petra. 


Population? Size? Capital? How 
is Arabia bounded ? Point out the 
boundaries on the map Describe 
the surface of Arabia. Describe 
the principal physical features. 
Point them out on the man. De- 


PERSIA. 

Area, 600,000 square miles ; population, 5,000,000 ; persons to a square 
mile, 8; about one-third larger than Ontario, Quebec, and New¬ 
foundland. * 


Capital, Teheran. 

Persia is bounded on the North by Asiatic Russia, the 
Caspian Sea, and Turkestan ; on the West by Turkey; on 
the South by the Persian Gulf; and on the East by Af¬ 
ghanistan and Baluchistan. It was formerly a nation of 
great importance, forming one of the most powerful em¬ 
pires of ancient history, but is now sadly red uced, and seems 
to be steadily decreasing in population. The area and 
population are variously estimated from 450 to 650 thou¬ 
sand square miles, and from 5 to 10 millions of souls. 


from Persia? From Baluchistan? What cape is on the south-east’ 
Mhat famous mountain is at the head of the Red Sea? Where is 
Mocha situated? Indiana? What large town is in tfce southeast? 
>Y hat part ol Arabia belongs to Britain? 
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The surface 13 mountainous, especially in the north and west, 
where the Elburz Mountains extend from Afghanistan to the 
mountains of Armenia. The highest summit is Mount Dema¬ 
vend, 21,000 feet high. The interior is a high plateau about 
3000 feet above the sea, forming part of the great Desert of Iran, 
which extends into Afghanistan. The rivers are few and small, 
and either lose themselves in the sand, or flow into lakes so 
salt that fish cannot live in them. Along the shore of the 
Caspian Sea, and wherever there is water, vegetation is 
luxuriant, and cotton, the sugar-cane, and mulberry, fig, and 
pomegranate trees abound. In the south it is hot, dry, and 
arid, and the date palm is the only tree that will grow. 

The Persians are a gay, polite, and hospitable people, and 
carry on large manufactures in fine silks, carpets, and 
brocades. Two-thirds of the people are engaged in pastoral 
pursuits. The sheep of Persia are famous for their size. 
Trade is chiefly in the hands of the British and Russians, the 
latter having almost exclusive control of the navigation on the 
Caspian Sea. The government is a despotism, under a ruler 
called the Shah ; and the religion is the Mohammedan. 

Ispahan , (100,000,) the largest city, is situated on a high 
plain in a well-cultivated district. Teheran, (85,000,) the 
capital, is in the desert, where the climate is so hot and un¬ 
healthy, that in summer the city is almost deserted. Shiraz , 
near the Persian Gulf, is in the centre of a fertile and beauti¬ 
ful valley. North of it are the ruins of Persepolis , among 
which are supposed to be those of the palace of Darius, de¬ 
stroyed by Alexander the Great. Bushire , on the Persian 
Gulf, is the chief port. TabHz, near the salt lake Urumiyah, 
Yezdi and Hamadan , the latter on the caravan route to Bagdad, 
are important towns. Reshd and Astrabad are ports on the 
Caspian. 


What is the area of Persia? 
Population ? Size ? Capital ? How 
Is Persia bounded ? Point out the 
boundaries on the map. For what 
was Persia formerly celebrated ? 
Describe the surface. The moun¬ 
tains and rivers. Trace them on 
the map. Describe the soil and 


products. What is said of the 
people ? Of the sheep of Persia ? 
Of the trade? Of the government 
and religion? Describe the chief 
towns. Point them out on the 
map, and state where they are 
situated. 


AFGHANISTAN. 

Area. 2">0,0h0 square miles; population, about 5.000,000 ; persons to a 
square mile, 20; rather larger than the province of Quebec. 

Capital, Cabool. 

Afghanistan is situated between Persia and the 
northern part of India. It is mountainous in surface, 
and in the south-west the Persian desert extends into the 
country. In the north-east are the Hindu Kush Moun¬ 
tains, some of them rising 20,000 feet in height; and 
from these the Suleiman Mountains extend southwards 
into Baluchistan. 

Owing to the elevated position of the country, it is subject 
to great extremes of heat and cold, but the mountains enclose 
many rich and fertile valleys. Two famous mountain-passes 
lead from the high plateaux of Afghanistan to the valley of 


the Indus. They are the Khyber Pass and the Bolan Pass, and 
are on the great-road between India and the West. 

The towns are chiefly inhabited by Persians and Hindoos, 
who carry on the trade ; while the Afghans are principally 
priests or soldiers, holding trade in contempt. They are 
divided into a number of independent tribes, but unite for the 
common defence of the country. They were formerly very 
powerful, and had possession of a large part of Western 
India. The British invaded the country in 1839 to restore a 
rightful heir to the throne; but in 1842, after heavy losses, 
retired, not however without inflicting a severe lesson on tho 
Afghans. 

Cabool , (60,000,) the capital, is situated 6400 feet above the 
sea, and is surrounded with gardens. It is the key of Hindo- 
stan on the west. Candahar and Herat are the principal towns. 
Herat carries on extensive manufactures, and is an important 
station on the caravan route between Persia, Tartary, and 
India. Its occupation by the Persians caused the war of 1856. 


What is the area of Afghanistan ? 
Population? Size? Capital? How 
is Afghanistan bounded? Point 
out the boundaries on the map. 
Describe the surface and principal 
physical features. Trace the latter 


on the map. Describe the climate 
and soil. What is said of the in¬ 
habitants? Of the British inva¬ 
sions ? Describe the chief towns. 
Point them out on the map, and 
describe their situations. 


I BALUCHISTAN. 

Area, 165,000 square miles ; population, about 2,000,000 ; persons to a 
square mile, 12; rather less than Ontario in size. 

Capital, Kelat. 


Baluchistan lies to the south of Afghanistan, be¬ 
tween it and the Arabian Sea. 


It is mountainous and desert in the north, and along tho 
coast is a dry arid tract, where nothing but the date-palm will 
grow. The country is divided between the Belooches in the 
west, and the Brahoes in the east. Both are pastoral, and 
profess Mohammedanism. The Hindoos carry on the trade. 

Kelat (12,000), in the north-east, is the chief town. It is 
6000 feet above the sea. 

What is the area of Baluchistan ? I What is said of the surface and 
Population? Size? Capital? How I soil? Of the people? Where is 
is Baluchistan situated? Point I the capital situated ? Point it out 
out the boundaries on j^ie map. | on the map. 

INDIA OR HINDOSTAN.* 


' Area, 1,622,000 square miles; population. 240.000,000; persons to a 
square mile, 148; rather more than half the size of the Dominion 
of Canada. 

Capital, Calcutta. 

India, or Hindostan, is hounded on the North by 
the Himalaya Mountains ; on the West by Afghanis¬ 
tan, Baluchistan, and the Arabian Sea ; on the South 
by the Indian Ocean ; and on the East by the Bay of 
Bengal and Burmah. 

The greater part of India is now in the possession of the 
British, or tributary to them. It was formerly under the con¬ 
trol of a large trading company called the East India Company, 
but since 1858 has been under the direct control of the British 

* The spelling of Indian names in the text is generally according to 
the popular method, while the map. which slightly ditfers, is intended 
to show the more correct system, which is coming more into use. 


Exercises on the Map—Turkey in Asia. Persia, Ac.—W hat coun¬ 
tries adjoin Persia on the east? On the north? On the west? What 
mountain is in the north ? What sea is on the north ? What port is on 
the Persian Gulf ? What ports are on the Caspian Sea ? How is Ispa¬ 


han situated ? Teheran ? What mountains separate Afghanistan from 
India ? What country is to the south of Afghanistan ? What sea is oa 
the south of Baluchistan ? What mountains are in the north-east of 
Afghanistan! How is Cabool situated? 
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Government. The first factory of the East India Company 
was established in 1615. 

The country is naturally divided into three parts : the basin 
of the Indus in the north-west; the basin of the Ganges in 
the north-east ; and the southern peninsula between the 
Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal, including the Deccan, an 
elevated tableland enclosed by the Eastern and Western 
Ghauts and the Vindhya Mountains. 

I he enormous mass of the Himalayas extends along the 
north, rising to their greatest height in the eastern part of the 
range, where Mounts Everest and Kinchinjunga are over 
28,000 feet in height, being the highest known' mountains in 
the world. The Western Ghauts extend along the western 
coast, and the Eastern Ghauts along the eastern coast at a dis¬ 
tance of about forty miles from the sea. The western are the 
highest, rising about 4000 feet, and their southern continua¬ 
tion, the Neilgherries, rise to about 7000 feet. * The Vindhya 
Mountains and Aravulli Hills are in the west. 

The general slope of the country is towards the east, as 
shown by the course of the rivers. India is well watered, but 
owing to the height of the sources of the principal rivers, they 
are not generally well adapted for navigation. The Ganges 
rises in the Himalayas at a height of about 14,000 feet, receiv¬ 
ing the Gogra , Jumna, and other tributaries, and flows into 
the Bay of Bengal by a number of mouths, after a course of 
1500 miles. It is navigable for steamers as far as Allahabad, 
and so is'the Jumna as far as Delhi. The Brahmapootra and 
Indus rise on the north side of the Himalayas in T^bet, and 
flow east and west respectively, turning the ends of the Hima¬ 
laya chain. The Brahmapootra joins the eastern mouth of the 
Ganges, antf is a very rapid river, little useful for navigation. 
The Indus receives the Satlaj with its tributaries,—which give 
the name of the Panjab, or “Five Rivers,” to the country 
through which they flow,—and after a course of 1800 miles, 
falls into the Arabian Sea. The lower part of its course is 
through a desert composed of sandy plains and jungles. The 
other rivers are the Nerbudda , flowing west, and the Maha- 
nuddy , Godavery , Krishna , and Cauvery flowing east. 

The western coast is called the Malabar Coast , and the 
eastern the Coromandel Coast . Cape Comorin is the southern 
extremity of the continent. 

The clipiate of India varies according to latitude and eleva¬ 
tion above the sea. The great height of the Himalayas, and 
the highlands sloping from them towards the south, which are 
within the tropics, give every variety of climate, from that of 
perpetual snow to that of the torrid zone. Like other tropi¬ 
cal countries, the seasons are divided into the wet and dry, 
and their changes coincide with the periodical monsoons or 
season winds. The monsoons blow from the south-west in 
summer, and from the north-east in wiuter; and the changes 
produce violent storms. 

In Bengal the hot season is from March to the end of May, 
and the wet season from June to October. Between these the 
slimate is temperate. On the south-west coast the fall of rain 
is very great owing to the prevalence of south-west winds, 
which bring the moisture from the ocean. On the east coast 
ihe fall of rain is not so great, as the north-east winds blow 

Exercises on the Map—India.—How is India separated from Tibet ? 
hat sea is on the west ? What bay is on the east ? What large river 
flows into the Arabian Sea ? What two large rivers flow into the Bay 
of Bengal? Which Presidency is in the north? Which in the south. 


chiefly overland, and instead of rain, bring great heat and 
drought. During the heavy rains, the rivers, especially the 
Ganges and Brahmapootra, overflow their banks to a great dis¬ 
tance, rendering the soil very fertile. Rice is the great staple 
and general food of all classes. Various other grains are also 
produced according to the elevation. Opium, indigo, sugar, 
and cotton are largely cultivated and exported. The teak, 
banyan, bamboo, mangrove, and a variety of palms, are the 
principal trees. The teak is as valuable for shipbuilding as the 
oak. A single banyan tree covers a large space of ground, as 
each branch extends downwards to the ground, takes root, and 
produces other branches. The soil in many parts is not 
cultivated, and is covered with jungles, affording a refuge for 
tigers, elephants, and other wild animals. India is rich in 
minerals, and especially in precious stones. The diamond 
mines of Golconda and Orissa are famous. The Hindoos excel 
in manufactures of ivory, silks, fine muslins, and cottons. 
The shawls of Cashmere, made from the hair of the Cashmere 
goat, are unrivalled. Hindoos form the greater part of the 
population; and although the country belongs to Britain, it 
contains very few Europeans, and these are chiefly military. 
The native soldiers in the pay of the British are called Sepoys! 
The natives are mostly pagans, worshipping Brahma, Vishnu, 
the Ganges, and many animals. Widows were formerly burnt 
on the funeral piles of their dead husbands, and children 
thrown into the Ganges, but the Government has now prohi¬ 
bited these and many other excesses. In the north-west there 
are great numbers of Mohammedans. The most remarkable 
feature in Hindoo society is the division of the people into 
four castes—Brahmins or priests, soldiers, merchants, and 
laborers. None of these can intermarry, or even eat and 
drink, together. Those who have been degraded from their 
C Jr>* e are ca ^ e< * P ar ^ a ^ s » an d are outcasts from society. 
i British India, with its dependencies, was formerly divided 
Into three parts—the Bengal, Madras, and Bombay Presidencies, 
but now forms nine provinces, the whole being under the corn 
trol of the Governor-General and Supreme Council of India. 

These are— Bengal Proper , comprising the coun try watered by 
the lower courses of the Ganges and Brahmapootra, and extend¬ 
ing from Patna on the west to Chittagong on the east and Cut¬ 
tack ou the south; the North- West Provinces , along the courses 
of the Ganges and Jumna, from Delhi to Patna; the Panjab , 
or “Five Rivers,” situated on the tributaries of the Indus in 
the north-west (these three provinces are under Lieutenant- 
governors); Oudh , between the North-West Provinces and 
Nepaul; the Central Provinces , situated south-west of Bengal 
Proper (these two provinces are governed by Chief Commis¬ 
sioners) ; Assam , on the Brahmapootra, to the north-east; 
British Burmah in Further India ; and the former presidencies 
of Madras and Bombay , comprising the east and west coasts 
respectively, presided over by governors and their counsels. 

What is the area of India? i them on the map. now do?s th* 
Population? Size? Capital? II ow I surface slope ? Describe the princi- 
hn Jn i a < boun ^ d ? Poin ‘ pal rivers. Trace their courses on 

boundaries on the map. To whom the map. What are the principal 

does the greater part of India be- - r - - - p 

long? How is it divided by its 
physical features? Describe the 
•rincipa) mountain chains Trace 


features of the coast ? Point them 
out on the map. Describe the cli¬ 
mate of India. The seasons. The 
winds. What is said of the seasons 


east? Which in the south-west? What is the southern extremity 
of India called? What island is off the southern point’ How is it 
separated from the mainland? What is the eastern coast called? 
v\ hat the western coast ? What desert is in the north-west? 
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■in Bengal ? What do the different | habitants ? Of the native soldiers ? 


Of the religion and religious rites ? 
What is a remarkable feature of 
Hindoo society? How is British 
India divided ? 


winds cause ? What happens dur- 
ing the rainy season ? Describe 
the products of India. The vege¬ 
tation. Animals. Minerals. Manu¬ 
factures. What is said of the in- 

BENGAL. 

The Bengal Presidency was the largest and most populous 
•of the three divisions, and included all the northern and 
north-eastern parts of Hindostan, and part of the Eastern Pen¬ 
insula, or India beyond the Ganges. It is well watered by the 
largest rivers in India. Rice, opium, indigo, silk, cotton, and 
spices are largely exported. Railways are now being built 
between the most important cities, and telegraphic communi¬ 
cation extends across the continent. 

At the mouth of the Ganges, and extending about 200 miles 
up, is a swampy district, called the Sunderbunds, overgrown 
with forests and jungles, and full of wild animals, such as the 
tiger, rhinoceros, crocodile, &c. 

Calcutta (892,000), the largest city and capital of India, is 
situated on the Hoogly branch of the Ganges, about 100 miles 
from its mouth. The river is there about a mile broad, and is 
generally full of shipping. The citadel, spires, minarets, tem¬ 
ples, and villas, extending for a distance of five miles, give it an 
air of great magnificence; but the native part of the city is 
low, dirty, and ill-built. A railway extends from it to Delhi, 
nearly 1400 miles. The European population is about 8000. 
On the Ganges are— Moorshedabad , the former Mohammedan 
capital of Bengal; Patna , with large exports of rice and in¬ 
digo ; Benares (173,000), the holy city of the Hindoos ; Alla¬ 
habad , at the confluence of the Jumna ; and Cavmpore , where 
the Europeans were massacred in 1857. On the Jumna are 
Agra (142,000), the ancient capital of the Mogul Empire, 
containing the magnificent structure, the Tajmahal; Delhi 
{154,000), the capital after Agra. Lucknow (284,000) is cele¬ 
brated for its defence agairst the Sepoys in the Indian Mutiny; 
at .Meerut the Indian mutiny commenced. In the Punjaub 
ar Lahore (120,000), the capital, near the Ravee, one of the 
five rivers ; Amritsir , with the chief trade ; Peshawur , an im¬ 
portant fortified town ; Mooltan , wdth manufactures of silk. 

Nagpur is the chief town of Nagpore, and Cuttack of the 
state of the same name. About 42 miles south of Cuttack is the 
famous temple of Jagannath , formerly the scene of fearful rites. 

What is said of the Bengal Pre- What is said of the Sunderbunds? 
sidcncy ? Where is it situated ? Describe the chief cities. Point 
What are the principal products? them out on the map, and state 
What .is said of the railways, Ac. ? where they are situated. 


MADRAS. 

The Province or Madras includes the eastern coasi of 
India, from Lake Chilka to the Krishna River, called the 
<Jircars, and the whole of the southern part of the continent 
south of the Krishna, except the native tributary states of 
Mysore, Cochin, and Travancore. 

As the mountains on the west coast are the highest, the 
elope of the country is towards the east; and all the rivers flow 
in that direction. This is the hottest part of the continent, as 
the Western Ghauts intercept the rain and the sea-breezes from 
the south-west. The forests of the Ghauts furnish vast quan¬ 


tities of valuable timber, teak, sandalwood, and other trees; 
and abound with tigers, elephants, the boa, and other wild ani¬ 
mals and reptiles. The chief exports are timber and cotton. 

Madras (395,000), the only large city, is situated on the 
coast, and is the capital. It has no harbor, and passengers 
and goods have to be conveyed through the surf on rafts. Its 
commerce is very large. Arcot is in the interior of the Car¬ 
natic, seventy miles from Madras. On the Cauvery are Trich- 
inopoly and Tanjore , the latter with manufactures of cottons 
and silks. Calicut , the first port visited by Vasco da Gama, 
is on the Malabar coast. 


What territories does the Madras 
Presidency comprise ? Point them 
out on the map. Where are they 
situated ? Describe the surface of 
the country. The mountains and 
rivers. Tiace them on the map. 


What is said of the climate? What 
do the forests furnish ? What is 
s$id of the animals? Of the ex¬ 
ports? Describe the chief towns. 
Point them out on the map, and 
state where they are situated. 


BOMBAY. 


The Province of Bombay occupies the western part of India, 
including the extensive territory round Bombay, separated 
from the Presidency of Madras by the Portuguese settlement 
of Goa ; it includes also the province of Soinde, on the Lower 
Indus. Gujerat and Cutch or Katchh are native states de¬ 
pendent on Britain. 

The climate, owing to the prevailing sea-breezes, is more 
healthy and cool than in the other parts of India. 

Bombay (646,000), the capital, is situated on an island 
adjoining the coast, It has a fiue harbor, large trade, and 
much shipbuilding. It is the station for the East India 
steamships, and railways have been constructed to Madras, 
Calcutta, and the north. Poonah , east of the Ghauts, is an 
important military station. At Sural , on the Taptee, waa 
established the first British factory in 1615. * 

Hyderabad , on the Indus, the capital, and Kurrachce , on 
the coast to the west, the chief seaport, are the principal 
towns of Scinde. 


Where is the Presidency of ! the climate? Describe the chief 
Bombay situated ? What territories towns. Point them out on the- 
does it comprise? Point them map, and state where they are 
out on the map. What is said of situated. 



NATIVE STAPES. 


9 These are either independent, or governed by native princes 
dependent on the British Government, and more or less subject 
to its control. 


The Independent States are:— 

Nepaul and Bhotan ,—all occupying the southern slope of 
the Himalayas. 

Nepaul extends along the slope of the Himalayas at the 
part where they reach their highest elevation. The lower 
part is densely covered with forests. Katmandu , situated 
in a valley, is the capital. 

Bhotan lies east of Nepaul, and north of the valley of the 
Brahmapootra. It is separated from Nepaul by the small 
tributary state Sikim. The Ghoorkas are the ruling race, and 
are excellent soldiers. The capital is Tassisudon . 

The Dependent States are 

Kashmir , lies north of the Punjau~, and contains many fer- 


Exkrcises on the Map— India.— What islands are off the south-west 
■coast? What gulfs are on the north-west coast? How is Calcutta situ¬ 
ated ? Bombay? Madras ? What large cities are on the Ganges ? On 
the Jumna ? On the Indus ? What large cities are in the Panjab ? (in 


the north west). In what direction from Calcutta is Delhi? Madras? 
Bombay? Lucknow? In what direction from Bombay is Aden? (see 
Asia). Suez? In what direction from Madras are Pondicherry? 
Tanjore? Hyderabad? Where is Allahabad? Benares? 
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tiie valleys. The famous shawls are manufactured there. 
Cashmere (or Serinagur ), the capital, is situated on the 
Jhelum, 5000 feet above the sea. 

JThe Rajpoot States , or Rajputana, a number of small states 
occupying both sides of the Aravulli Hills in the west, with 
the Eritish territory of Ajmeer in the centre. 

Scindia’s Dominions, or Gwalior, are situated along the 
Chambul. Gwalior, with a famous hill-fort, is the capital. 

The Indore , or Holcar States , are along the Yindhya Moun¬ 
tains. 

Haidarabad , or the Nizam’s Dominions, is between the 
British territory of Nagpore and the Krishna River. Haidar¬ 
abad is the capital. Near it is Golconda , famous for its 
diamonds. Aurangabad is the chief town in the north. Near 
it are the cave-temples of Elora. 

Gujerat and Katchh are small territories on the west coast. 
Baroda is the capital of Gujerat. In Katchh is the Runn, a 
district into which the ocean breaks during the south-west 
monsoon, but which at other seasons is dry. 

Mysore, the territory of the celebrated Hyder Ali, occupies 
the south of the Deccan. The Christians form one-eighth of 
the population, a larger proportion than in any other part. 
Mysore is the capital Seringapatam, on the Cauvery, is 
strongly fortified. Bangalore (60,000) is the largest town. 

Cochin and Travancore are small states on the south-west 
coast. Cochin is the capital of the first, and Trivandrum of 
Travancore. 


The foreign possessions in India, besides the British, are 
Belonging to the Portuguese, Goa, on the Malabar coast, 
with a capital of the same name ; Tffiu and Damao in Gujerat. 

The French possess— Chander nagore, abovebalcutta ; Ya- 
naon, at the mouth of the GodaveJy ; Pondicherry, the capiT^ 
on the Coromandel coast ; and Mahe?on~flie Malabar coast 
near Calicut, fc ys 


What is said of native states ? 
Describe the independent states 
and their chief towns. Point them 
out on the map, and state where 
they are situated. Describe the 
dependent states and their chief 
towns. Point them out on the map, 
and state where they are situated. 


What possessions have the Por¬ 
tuguese in India ? Point them out 
on the map, and state where they 
are situated. What possessions 
have the French ? Point them out 
on the map, and state where they 
are situated. 


ISLANDS. 


Ceylon is rather less than New Brunswick in size, and is 
situated at the south-eastern extremity of India, with which 
it is almost connected by a chain of shoals called Adam’s 
Bridge. The Gulf of Manaar and Balk Strait are between it 
and the mainland. 

It is mountainous in surfaoe, and possesses a much more 
healthy climate than the mainland. It abounds with precious 
stones. In the Gulf of Manaar are valuable pearl-fisheries. 

Colombo (100,000) is the capital and chief seaport, exporting 
large quantities of cinnamon. Trincomalee possesses a magni¬ 
ficent harbor. Candy is the ancient capital. 

The Laccadive and Maidive Islands , on the west, are coral 
islands. They are low, and of little importance. The Anda- 


ln^nJSS^ 0N f TH f E » MAP ~x| [l,I>IA ;“" I)e8Cribe the P osition Of the follOW- 
i^-K n # epei VL ent 8tates Nepaul, the country of the Ghoorkas. De- 
fwn “ ap i he count /7 , of the Sikhs - Point out the following 

dependent states :-Mysore, Gujerat, Katchh, Gwalior, Travancore, 


man and Nicobar Islands, in the Bay of Bengal, are mountain¬ 
ous, and yield valuable timber. 


What is the size of Ceylon? 
Where is it situated? How is it 
separated from the mainland? De¬ 
scribe its surface, climate, Ac. 
Describe the chief towns. Point 
them out on the map, and state 


where they are situated. Describe 
the other islands belonging to 
India. Point them out on the 
map, and state where they are 
situated. Have they any pro¬ 
ducts? 


THE EASTERN PENINSULA, OR INDIA BEYOND 
THE GANGES. 


Area, about 800,000 square miles ; population, 25,000 000 
square mile, 30 ; one-fourth the size of British North 


; persons to a 
America. 


The Eastern Peninsula includes the countries lying 
between the Bay of Bengal and the China Sea/ It 
comprises Burmah, Siam, Laos, Annam, the Malay 
Peninsula, and British Burmah. 


Mountain ranges extend north and south through the 
Peninsula, and between them flow large and important rivers ; 
the Irrawady and Saluen into the Gulf of Martaban, the 
Meinam into the Gulf of Siam, and the Mekon or Camboja 
into the China Sea. From the south-west the narrow Malay 
Peninsula stretches southwards, and is separated from the island 
of Sumatra by the Strait of Malacca. Very little is known of 
the interior. The climate resembles that of India, and the 
soil is fertile, producing rice, cotton, sugar, and indigo. The 
forests are very extensive, and the trees, growing to an enor¬ 
mous size, include teak, sandalwood, rosewood, cinnamon, and 
sago and other palms. Laos produces benzoin and gumlac; 
gamboge is peculiar to Camboja. The forests are the haunts 
of vast numbers of monkeys : tigers and elephants also abound. 
Gold, silver, copper, and tin are found, especially in the eastern 
parts. 


The inhabitants are chiefly Buddhists, except the Malays, 
who are Mohammedans. In Annam they assimilate more to 
the Chinese. All the native governments are very despotic. 

Burmah, or Ava, lies to the north-east of the British pro¬ 
vinces. The hills are low, but densely covered with forests of 
teak and other valuable timber. Rice is the chief production 
and food. Burmah contains about 4,000,000 inhabitants. 

Ava (50,000), the former capital, is situated on the Irra¬ 
wady, about 400 miles from its mouth. Near it are large wells 
of petroleum. Mandalay, a little north-west of Ava, is the 
capital. Bhamo, in the north, carries on the principal trade 
with China. 

Siam lies to the south-east of Burmah, and is watered by 
the Meinam River. It includes also the northern part of the 
peninsula of Malacca. The country is very fertile, producing 
rice, sugar, cocoa, and other palms and fruits in great abun¬ 
dance. It exports gamboge and gumlac. It is inhabited by 
a mixed population of about 7,000,000, consisting of Siamese, 
Chinese, Malayese. They are mostly Buddhists. The Siamese 
portion is about 4,000,000. 

Bangkok (400,000), the capital, is situated on the Meinam, 
about 20 miles from its mouth. A great part of the city is on 
the river, and is built upon bamboo rafts, each supporting 


tuiTr.Yn K* Viu- * c • "“ere c'cinaia? »nere is Cochin 7 

m inp<fKn^r°h 1Da / ? Wbere A T richinopoly? Seringapatam? Golconda 
mines? Kurrachee (port) ? Agra? Mooltan? In what direction do 
the Aravulli Hills run ? The Vindhya Mountains ? 
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several houses, and arranged into streets. Yuthia, the former 
capital, is situated on an island formed by the Meinam. 

Laos and the Shan States occupy the country watered by 
the upper part of the Meinam, north of Siam. They consist 
of a number of independent states. The country is fertile but 


little known. Most of the trade is with Siam. 

Annam comprises three provinces— Tonquin on the north, 
Cochin-China on the east 3oast, and Camboja in the south. It 
is watered by the Mekon. In the north and west are vast 
alluvial plains, very fertile and well cultivated. Cochin-China 
is more mountainous. It produces rice, sugar, cinnamon, and 
gamboge. Annam is nominally subject to China, but is prac¬ 
tically independent: The population is about 12,000,000. 

Hue (100,000), the capital, is situated about ten miles from 
the east coast, on a navigable river, and is strongly fortified. 
Saigon , in the south-east, has lately been taken possession of 
by the French, with the adjoining territory. Kesho , in the 
north, has a considerable trade. 

Bntish Burmah comprises Aracon and Tenasserim , taken 
from Burmah in 1826, and Pegu, in 1853, forming part of the 
Presidency of Bengal; and the Eastern States Settlements, in¬ 
cluding Penang, or Prince of Wales Island, Province Wellesley, 
Malacca , and the Island of Singapore. The population is 
about 3,000,000. 

Rangoon , near the mouth of the Irrawady, and Moulmein, 
at the mouth of the Saluen, are important seaports. Marta¬ 
ban is opposite Moulmein. Mergui is the capital of Tenasserim. 
The islands opposite it supply timber and coal. Singapore 
(90,000), on the island of the same name, is now the seat of a 
large amount of commerce. Georgetown, on Prince of Wales 
Island, is the capital of the Straits Settlements. 

The Malay Peninsula is traversed by mountains from north 
to south. It is divided amongst a number of petty states. 
The inhabitants are Mohammedans, and are the parent stock 
of one of the five great families or races into which mankind is 
generally divided. They formerly lived by piracy, but the 
influence of Britain has in a great measure put an end to it. 
The forests supply timber and gutta-percha, but trade and 
industry are altogether neglected. 


What is the area of the Eastern 
Peninsula? Population? Site? 
How is it bounded ? What countries 
does it comprise ? Describe the 
surface. Trace the courses of the 
rivers on the map. * What is said 
of the interior of the country ? Of 
the climate? Of the soil and pro¬ 
ducts? Of the forests? Of the 
peculiar productions ? Of the ani¬ 
mals? Of the minerals? Of the 
inhabitants ? Describe Burmah. 
How is it situated ? Describe its 
chief towns. Point them out on 


the map. Describe Siam. How is 
it situated? Describe its chief 
towns. Point them out on the 
map. Describe Laos and the Shan 
States. How are they situated ? 
Describe Annam. How is it situ¬ 
ated? Describe its chief towns. 
Point them out on the map. Name 
the British provinces. How are 
they situated ? Describe the chief 
towns. Point them out on the 
map. Describe the Malay Penin¬ 
sula, its inhabitants, Ac. 


CHINESE EMPIRE. 

Area, 4,600,000 square miles ; population, about 450,000,000; one and 
a half times the size of the Dominion of Canada. 

Capital, Pekin. 

The Chinese Empire consists of China Proper in 
the South-east; Tibet in the South-west; Mongolia 


Exercises on the Map—India, Ac —What sea is on the east of 
the Eastern Indian Peninsula? What bay on the west? What gulf on 
the south? What country on the north? What peninsula extends to 
the south ? How is it separated from Sumatra r What British posses- 


I in the North ; and Manchooria and Corea in the North¬ 
east. 


It occupies the great central and eastern slope of Asia, is en¬ 
closed on three sides by the highest mountains, and watered 
by the three greatest rivers of Asia. On the north are the 
Altai Mountains, on the south the Himalayas, on the west 
the Pamir Plateau or “ Roof of the World.” From the west 
the Kuenlun and Thian Shan Mountains extend eastward in 
two parallel chains through the centre of the country; and in 
China Proper the Peling and Nanling Mountains extend also 
in the same direction. Between these mountain chains flow 
the Amur in the north, the Hoangho in the middle, and the 
Yan-tse-kiang and Chukiang in the south. 

In the west are high tablelands, from 4000 to 10,000 feet 
above the sea. The centre is an extensive elevated sandy plain, 
called the desert of Shamo or Gobi. Towards tlie sea-coast the 
land is lower and more level. 


What is the area of the Chinese 
Empire ? Population ? Size ? Capi¬ 
tal ? How is it bounded ? Of what 
territories is it composed? Point 
them out on the map. What part 


of Asia does the Chinese Empire 
occupy ? Name the principal 
mountains and rivers. Trace them 
on the map. Describe the sur¬ 
face. 


CHINA PROPER. 

Area, 1,300,000 square miles; population, estimated at about 400,000,000; 
persons to a square mile, 3u0; nearly half the size of British North 
America. 

China Proper is the most important part of the country, and 
lies in the south-east, north of Burmah and Annam. In the 
west it is mountainous, but more level towards the coast. Be¬ 
tween Pekin and Nankin is a vast level plain, which is the 
most densely populated part of the empire. The country is 
watered by the Peiho, Hoangho, Yan-tse-kiang, Chukiang, and 
other rivers; and the cultivation of the ground is much as¬ 
sisted Ify numerous large canals. The great canal extends 
from Hangchow to a branch of the Peiho, and is over 700- 
miles long. It is 200 feet broad at the top, with varying 
depth, and is carried over all obstructions, making the deepest 
and largest canal in the world. The coast is washed on the 
south by the China Sea, and on the east by the Yellow Sea 
and Gulf of Pechili. In the south the climate is hot, and is 
subject in summer to typhoons, or terrific hurricanes; but in 
the north it is milder, although the extremes of heat and cold 
are great. The soil is fertile, and is most carefully cultivated, 
no part being allowed to lie idle, in order to be able to support 
the vast number of inhabitants. China supplies the world 
with tea, exporting 152,000,000 pounds to Britain alone in 1872* 
Rice forms the principal food of the inhabitants; but wheat 
and other grains are also cultivated. The mulberry, tallow, and 
camphor trees—the two latter peculiar to China—are culti¬ 
vated. Opium is used by all classes, and is imported chiefly 
from India. Gold, copper, coal, and other minerals are found 
in various parts. The Chinese are celebrated for their manu¬ 
factures of silks, porcelain, cotton, ivory, and paper. The 
manufacture of paper and gunpowder, the art of printing* 
and the mariner’s compass, were known in China long be- 
---- 

sion is on the south of it ? What large rivers flow southwards through 
the Eastern Peninsula ? How is Ava situated ? Bangkok ? Rangoon t 
Martaban? Prince of Wales Island ? In what direction from Calcutta 
is Rangoon ? Singapore ? What islands are wett of Tenasserim ? 


















74 


ASIA. 


fore they were discovered in Europe, and great advance¬ 
ment had been made in astronomy; but for centuries the 
Chinese have been at a stand-still, and making no further pro- 
gress. r 


Trade with foreigners was formerly confined to the port of 
Canton ; in 1842 several additional ports were opened to foreign 
commerce, but it was not till 1860, when Pekin was taken and 
occupied for a time by the British, that the country began to 
be opened up. Iron, steel, woollens, and other goods are im¬ 
ported from Europe, and cotton and opium from India. 

China is the most densely-peopled country of its size in the 
world, although England, Belgium, and other small countries 
contain a greater number of persons to the square mile. 
According to the highest estimates, it contains nearly one- 
third of the whole population on the globe, although less than 
one-half the size of the United States in extent. 

For two centuries China has been governed by a Tartar 
dynasty. The Great Wall on the northern frontier, 1400 miles 
long, is supposed to have been built 200 years before the 
Christian era, and is carried over hills and valleys. It was in¬ 
tended to protect the country from the inroads of the Tartars. 

Learning and parental authority are held in high esteem by 
the Chinese ; and the chief men, or mandarins, are selected for 
their proficiency in learning. The language is monosyllabic, 
•and requires a distinct written character for every word, ren¬ 
dering it the most remarkable, as well as the most difficult, in 
the world. The government is a despotism; the religion of 
the people is chiefly Buddhism, and that of the learned men 
the system of Confucius, who flourished about 500 years be¬ 
fore Christ. 

Pekin (2,000,000), the capital, on the Teiho, is about 50 
miles south of the Great Wall. It is divided into two separ¬ 
ate towns, the Tartar and Chinese-the former containing the 
imperial palace and gardens. In 1860 it was captured by an 
allied English and French force; and the British ambassador 
now resides there. Nankin (500,000) is on the Yan-tse-kiang 
about 100 miles from its mouth. Nankin contained a famous 
porcelain tower, which was destroyed by the rebels a few years 
ago. It is the chief seat of learning, and is noted for its 
^manufactures. * 

Canton (1,000,000) until lately was the only port with which 
Europeans could trade. It is situated on the Chukiang 
Biver, about 70 miles from its mouth. A large part of the 
population live in boats on the river. In 1842 there were 
•opened to foreigners, Amoy , situated on the coast opposite the 
Island of Formosa, with a magnificent harbor; Foochow , 
farther north; Ningpo, with silk manufactures; and Shang- 
hae, near the mouth of the Yan-tse-kiang, with the principal 
foreign trade. In 1858 a large number of other ports were 
opened. 

Islands. —Hainan (1,500,000), to the south, is a lar<m 
island at the eastern extremity of the Gulf of Tonquin. It°is 
mountainous, and exports timber, rice, sugar, pearls and 
•coral. ’ 


Formosa , separated from China by the strait of the same 
name, is a large and fertile island, with numerous volcanic 
mountains. It exports rice, camphor, salt, &c. 


Exercises ox the Map-China, Ac.-What countries adjoin Chi 

ShffUS f 1 * 6 S T h? ° n th * WCSt? What two 8eas are on theea* 
W hat gulf on the south-east ? In the north-east ? What larpe rivt 
Cow through China? What large island is to the east? How b 


The Lu-tchu Islands, a group lying <00 miles to the east of 
the mainland, belong to China. 

Hong-Kong, a small island at the mouth of the Canton 
£ lv * r ’ 37 miles from Ma <=ao, and 100 from Canton, became a 
British settlement in 1842. The chief town is Victoria. 

Macao is a Portuguese settlement, at the mouth of the 
Canton River. 


What is the area of China? I 
Population? Size? Where is it 
situated ? How is it bounded ? ] 
Describe its surface. Name its 
principal rivers. Tracetheircourses 
on the map. Describe the great 
canal. Describe the chief features 
of the coast. Point them out on 
the map. Describe the climate. 
The soil. The chief products 
What is brought from India? What 
is said of the minerals of China? Of 
the manufactures? For what are 
the Chinese remarkable? What 
is said of trade with foreigners? 


Of the population ? Of the political 
state of the country? Of the 
Great Wall? Of learning, Ac ? 
Of the language? Of the govern¬ 
ment? Of the religion ? Describe 
the chief cities. Point them out 
on the map. Where are they 
situated ? What ports are open to 
foreigners ? Point them out on the 
map. Where are they situated? 
Describe the islands belonging to 
China. Point them out on the 
map, and describe where they are 
situated. 


TIBET. 


Tibet lies between the Kuenlnn and Himalaya Mountain.. 
It consist® of high tablelands, from 10,000 to 14 000 feet 
high. 

Many of the large rivers take their rise in Tibet, as the 
Indus, Sutlej, Brahmapootra, or Sanpoo, and Yan-tse-kiang. 
Lake Palte is a remarkable ring of water round an island 100 
J miles m circumference. 

The climate, owing to the great elevation, is in winter cold 
, a " d . dry ’ bllt m 8ummer hot; and owing to the refraction of 
the heat from the plains, the snow-line on the Tibet side of the 
Himalayas is nearly 3000 feet higher than on the south side 
The country is well adapted for pasturage, and large flocks of 
the yak, sheep, deer, and Cashmere goat are reared. Part of 
the west is subject to Cashmere. 

Tibet is the chief seat of Buddhism, and the Grand Lama, 
or Dalai Lama, supposed to be an incarnation of Buddha, lives 
at Lassa in great splendor. The government is in the hands 
of the Chinese, and the Viceroy also lives at Lassa, which is 
the capital, and only city of importance. 


Where is Tibet situated ? Point 
it out on the map How is it 
bounded ? Describe its surface. 
Name the rivers rising in Tibet. 
Trace their courses on the map. 


Describe Lake Palte. What is 
said of the climate? Of the soil 
and animals? For what is Tibet 
famous? What is said of the 
government, Ac. 


MONGOLIA. 


Mongolia extends from tho Kinghan Mountains, which 
separate it from Manchooria to Dzungaria; and from the 
Altai Mountains to Tibet. The country is an elevated table¬ 
land, bordered by mountains, and a great part of it is covered 
by the desert of Gobi. The people are pastoral, possessing 
numerous herds of horses, oxen, and camels. They are chiefly 
Mongols, descendants of the fierce warriors who, under Zenghis 
Khan, overran and conquered a great part of Asia. The trade 
is principally with China. 


Urga (50,000), south of Lake Baikal, is the capital South¬ 
west of Urga are the ruins of Karakorum, the former capital 
of Zenghis Khan. 


separated from China? What mountains are in the south of Chini 

Proper? In the west? Where is Hong-Kong? Canton? Pekin? 
Nankin? Foochow? In what direction from TIonp-Konp in Pekin? 
ankin? Calcutta? What ocean is between America aud China? 
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Where is Mongolia situated ? I The trade. The chief towns. Point 
How is it bounded ? Describe the the latter out on the map, and 
surface of the country. The people. | state where they are situated. 


MANCHOORIA AND COREA. 


Manceoobia and the Peninsula of Corea slope towards the 
Sea of Japan. The surface is mountainous, and covered with 
forests. The Amur flows through Manchooria. The climate 
is cold, and wheat will scarcely grow. Cats and millet are the 
chief produce. The Manchoos conquered. China in 1644, and 
still hold the imperial crown. 

Moukden is the chief town, and the former capital of the 
Manchoo dynasty. Kingkitao is the capital of Corea, and ex¬ 
ports rice, furs, and coal to Japan. 


Where are Manchooria and Corea 
situated ? How are they bounded ? 
Describe the surface. The princi¬ 
pal river. The climate and pro¬ 


ducts, The people. The chief 
towns. Point the latter out on the 
map, and state where they are situ¬ 
ated. 


EASTERN TURKESTAN (formerly Chinese Tartary). 
Area, 270,000 square miles; population, 3,000,000. 

Chinese Tartary, or Little Bucharia, lies between the 
Kuenlun and Thian Shan Mountains. The whole of the 


country forms part of the elevated tablelands of Asia, and in 
the east is the vast desert of Gobi or Shamo, extending into 
Mongolia. The country is cold, owing to its elevation, and 
only adapted for pasturage. The inhabitants are Tartars, and 
were formerly subject to China, but since 18G4 have been en¬ 
tirely independent. * 

Yarkand (150,000), the capital, is situated in a fertile plain, 
and is the chief centre of the caravan trade* between China 
and Western Asia. Cashgar , in the north-west, was the former 
capital. 

Dzungaria lies to the north of the.Thiap Shan Mountains. 
It is mountainous in surface, aud is peopled by the Mongol 
Tartars. 


Where is Eastern Turkestap situ¬ 
ated ? How is it bounded? De¬ 
scribe its surface. Climate, <fcc. 
Inhabitants. Chief towns. Point 


the latter out on the map, <and state 
where they are situated. What is 
said of Dzungaria ? 


TURKESTAN, OR WESTERN TARTARY. 

Area, 640,000 square miles; population, about 7,500,000; persons to a 
square mile, 12 ; about three times the size of Quebec. 

Turkestan is situated between the Caspian Sea and 
Eastern Turkestan, from which it is separated by the 
Pamir Plateau. The Hindoo Koosh Mountains form 
the southern boundary, separating it from Afghanistan. 
The greater part of the country consists of sandy 
steppes or plains, except in the east, which is very 
elevated. The Rivers Sir and Amu flow westward 
into the Sea of Aral, an inland salt lake about the size 
of Lake Superior, hut very shallow, and said to he 
decreasing in area. 


The extremes of heat and cold are great, and the only fer¬ 
tile parts of the country are those along the courses of the 
rivers. The most fertile districts are Kokan on the Sir, and 


Bokhara and Khiva on the Amu, where rice, silk, and cotton 
are produced. 

Turkestan forms part of ancient Scythia. In the north, 
round Lake Aral, the inhabitants are of the Kirghis tribe, 
and are wandering and nomadic. The country is divided into 
a number of petty independent states, the principal of which 
are the Khanates of Khiva, Bokhara, and Kokan. The in¬ 
habitants are fierce and treacherous, the governments despotio, 
and the religion Mohammedan. The trade is chiefly carried 
on by caravans with Russia, China, and Persia. 

Bokhara (100,000) is the centre of the caravan trade, and 
manufactures cottons and silks. Samarcand , to the east of 
Bokhara, was the capital of the famous conqueror Timour, or 
Tamerlane, and contains his tomb. Kokan and Tashkend , on 
the Sir, are the centres of fertile districts. Balkh , in the 
parts belonging to Afghanistan, was the ancient Bactria, sup¬ 
posed to have been built by Cyrus, the founder of the Persian 
Empire. It is now a mere village. Samarcand, Kokan , and 
Tashkend are in districts taken by Russia. 

What is the area of Turkestan ? is said of Turkestan ? Of the in- 
Population? Size? Where is it habitants of the north? How is 
situated ? How is it bounded ? the country divided ? What is said 
Describe its surface. The rivers, of the people? Government and 
Trace their courses on the map religion ? Of the trade ? Describe 
Describe the Sea of Aral. Where the chief towns. Point them out 
is it situated ? Describe the cli* on the map, and state where they 
mate. Soil and products. What are situated ? 

RUSSIA IN ASIA 

Area, 5,500,000 square miles ; population, 8,500,000 ; rather more than 

three persons to two square miles; nearly twice the size of the Do¬ 
minion of Canada. 

Russia in Asia is hounded on the North by the 
Arctic Ocean ; on the "West by the Ural Mountains 
and Ural River; on the South by Turkey, Persia, 
Western and Eastern Turkestan, and the Chinese 
Empire ; and on the East by the Pacific Ocean. 

It is divided into Eastern and Western Siberia, and the 
Trans-Caucasian provinces, or those south of the Caucasus 
Mountains. It is rather larger than Europe in extent, but 
owing to the severity of the climate, by far the larger portion 
is but thinly peopled. 

The north of Siberia consists of vast, frozen, treeless steppes, 
but in the south it is mountainous, and covered with forests. 
The slope of the country is northward*. In the south are the 
Caucasus Mountains , between the Black and Caspian Seas; 
and the Altai Mountains , extending from Turkestan in a 
north-easterly direction, and continued to the Pacific undor 
the names of the Yablonio and Stanovoi Mountains. The rivers 
are large, but slow, owing to the level nature of the country, 
and all flow north into the Arctic Ocean. They are unfit for 
navigation, as in the lower part of their courses they are con¬ 
tinually covered with ice. The principal are the Obi, Yenisei , 
and Lena. The principal lakes are Aral, Balkash , and Baikal, 
all in the south. The peninsula of Karnschatka extends from 
the north-east into the Pacific, and encloses the Sea of Okhotsk. 
In the Arctic Ocean are the Liakhov Islands , which are unin- 


Exercises on Tn e Map—Chinese Empire.—TIow is Tibet separated 
from Hindnstan? From Eastern Turkestan ? How is Mongolia separated 
from Eastern Turkestan ? From Russia in Asia? How is Manchooria 
separated from Russia in Asia ? (see Asia). How is Turkestan separated 


from Eastern Turkestan ? What sea is on the west of it ? What peninsula 
is on the east of the Chinese Empire ? What large islands are near the 
eastern coast? How are they separated from the mainland? Where 
is Yarkand situated ? Where Urga ? Where Bokhara ? Gobi desert? 
















habited, but contain remarkable fossil remains of elephants. 
The Island of Saghalien belongs also to Russia. 

The climate is intensely cold, becoming more so towards the 
east. East of the Lena is the coldest inhabited region in the 
world, being much more so than any part of the American 
continent. In the south the mountains are covered with 
forests ; and in the valleys are fertile tracts, especially along 
the Amoor, which forms the boundary between the Russian 
and Chinese Empires. 

The country derives its importance from its valuable mines 
of gold, silver, platinum, copper, and iron, which are found in 
the Ural and Altai Mountains, and from Its trade in furs. 
The mines are under Government control, and are worked by 
political exiles and criminals. Fur-bearing animals abound— 
such as the ermine, sable, beaver, marten, and others. Bears, 
wolves, wild boars, and the argali, or wild sheep, are numerous. 
The inhabitants are chiefly of Tartar origin in the south, and 
Samoieds, resembling the Esquimaux, in the north; the 
Kirghis tribes roam over the country north of the Sea of Aral; 
the people of Kamschatka are of short stature, and use the 
dog for drawing their sledges. The towns are principally in¬ 
habited by European Russians, who carry on the trade of the 
country. Political and other criminals are banished from 
Russia in Europe to Siberia. 

In Western Siberia, Tobolsk (20,000) is the chief town and 
centre of commerce. It is situated at the junction of the Tobol 
and Irtish, tributaries of the Obi. Omsk (26,000) and Tomsk 
(23,000) are capitals of provinces of the same names, and con¬ 
siderable towns. Ekaterinburg has valuable mines. 

In Eastern Siberia, Irkutsk (27,000) on Lake Baikal, is the 
capital, and Kiakta the chief station on the route between 
Russia and China. Nertchinsk, on the Amoor, has valuable 
mines. Yakutsk , on the Leno, and Okotsk , on the river of 
the same name, are considerable towns. PetropaulovsJci is a 
port in Kamschatka. 

The Trans-Caucasian provinces consist of Georgia and part 
of Armenia, lying to the south of the Caucasus Mountains, 
between the Black and Caspian Seas, and were taken posses¬ 
sion of in 1802. The Circassians inhabit the Caucasus Moun¬ 
tains, and until lately were continually at war with Russia 
for their liberty. They are generally Mohammedans, while 
the Georgians belong to the Greek Church. 

South of the Caucasus are Tifiis (60,000), on the Kur, the 
capital; Erivan , on a branch of the Aras ; and Baku, on the 
Caspian Sea. • 


What is the area of Russia in 
Asia? Population? Size ? How 
is it bounded ? Point out the 
boundaries on the map How is 
it divided? What is said of its ex¬ 
tent, Ac. ? Describe the surface of 
Siberia. Describe the principal 
mountains and rivers. Where are 
they situated ? Trace them on the 
map. Name the principal lakes. 
Point them out on the map, and 
describe their situation. What 
notable physical feature does Si¬ 
beria possess on the east? Point 
it out on the map. Describe the 
principal islands belonging to 


Russia in Asia. Point them out 
on the map, and describe their 
situation. What is said of the 
climate of Siberia? Of the soil? 
From what does Siberia derive its 
importance? What animals are 
found in the country ? What is 
said of the inhabitants ? Describe 
the chief towns. Point them out 
on the map, and state where they 
are situated. 

Describe the Trans-Caucasian 
provinces. What is said of the 
Circassians and Georgians? De¬ 
scribe the chief towns. Point them 
out on the map. 


JAPAN. 

Area, 150,000 square miles; population, estimated at 35,000,000; persona 
to a square mile, 233 ; one-fifth less than Ontario in size. 

Capital, Yedo. 

The Empire of Japan consists of the Islands of Y&o 
(or Jesso), Hondo or Niphpn, Shik^u (also written 
Sikok and Sikopf,) and Ki us iu , wit^iumerous small 
islands, dependencies of tEclarger ones. The Kurile 
and Loo-choo Islands belong also to Japan. 


The Japan Islands are separated from Corea and Manchuria 
by Corea Strait and the Sea of Japan. The main islands are 
traversed by lofty mountains, rising to the height of 12,000 
feet, and covered with perpetual snow. Some of them are 
volcanoes. 

Yesso and the northern islands are cold, and not very pro¬ 
ductive ; but in the southern islands the land is very carefully ,, 
cultivated, and produces rice, tea, cotton, and silk. As in 
China , the country is densely peopled ; and even every moun¬ 
tain is cultivated as far as possible, in order to supply tK^, 
wants of the large population. The Japanese are famous for*’ 
their japanned and lac quere d wares; porcelain and silk are 
also extensively manufactured. Gold, silver, copper, and tin- 
are found in considerable quantities. 




have made great progress in manufaetures and sciences. They 
were very exclusive, and up .to 1854 only a few Chinese and 
two Dutch vessels were allowed annually to trade at Nanga - 
saki. Since then, the Americans in 1854, and the Britisnm 
1858, concluded treaties with them, by which several other 
ports were opened for foreign trade. Within the last few 
years, no country in the world has made such rapid progress^ 
as Japan. Rail ways and s teamshi ps have been built, educa¬ 
tion has been greatly encouraged, and European institutions 
generally adopted. 

The government is a desggjj^, and consisted formerly of 
two sovereigns—a spiritual emperor, called the Dairi. or 
Mikado , who was looked upon as semi-divine, waslnvisible^) 
fbthe people, and who reside<| at Miako; and the temporal 
emperor, called the Tyfiflfln, who resided at Jeddo, both in the 
island of Niphon. The nobles, or Daimios, were very power¬ 
ful, and almost independent princes. In 1868, after six 
months war, this divided sovereignty was terminated, and 
the Mikado now reigns supreme. S 

Yedo or Toki o (780,000) is the largest town and capital. ' 
the sacred capital, where dwells the Mikado, is the }) 
principal manufacturing and commercial town in Hondo. 
Matsmai is the chief town of Yezo. Yokohama , Simoda , and 
Kanagh wa, in Hondo, Nagasak i in Kiusiu. and Hakodadi, 
in Yezo, are the principalports now open to foreigners? 


What is the area of Japan ? 
Population? Size? Of what is 
the Empire of Japan composed? 
Point out the principal islands on 
the map Describe their position 
and their surface. The climate. 
The soil and products. What is 
said of the people ? For what are 


the Japanese famous ? What mine¬ 
rals are found ? What is said of 
civilization in Japan ? Of the ex¬ 
clusiveness of the people ? Of the 
government? Of the emperors and 
nobles ? Describe the chief towns. 
Point them out on the map, and 
state where they are situated. 


Exercisfo cm the Map — Asia. —What ocean is on the north of 
Siberia ? What seas on the east? How is it separated from Russia in 
Europe ? From the Chinese Empire ? What large rivers flow north¬ 
wards through Siberia? What peninsula is in the east? What large island 


is on the eastern coast? What seas are in the south-west? How is Irkutsk 
situated? Fetropaulovski? Tobolsk? (see China, Ac.) Which is the largest 
of the Japanese Islands ? From what countries does the Sea of Japan 
separate them ? On what island is Yedo? Simoda? Hakodadi? 
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AFRICA. 


Area, 11,500,000 square miles, comprising about one-fifth part of the land surface of the elobe • . 

and from east to west, 46o0 miles; ^ t0 i0Uth ’ 5000 mUefl * 


Africa forms a vast compact peninsula of a tri¬ 
angular form, almost entirely surrounded by water, 
and connected only with Asia by the Isthmus of Suez. 

It is bounded on the North by the Mediterranean 
Sea ; on ^-£Qe. West by the Atlantic Ocean ; on the 
South by the Southern Ocean ; and on the East by the 
Indian Ocean and the Red Sea. 

It may be divided into— 

Northern Africa, or the Barbary States, comprising Morocco, 
Algeria, Tunis, Tripoli, and Barca. 

The Nile Region , comprising Egypt, Nubia, and Abyssinia. 

Central Africa , or Nigritia. 

Equatorial Afinca, or the Great Central Lake region. 

Western Africa. 

Southern Africa, including Cape Colony, Natal, &c. 

Eastern Africa. 

Less is known of Africa than of any other of the great divisions 
of the earth ; but as many enterprising travellers, such as Liv¬ 
ingstone, Barth,Burton,Grant, Speke, Baker, Stanley, Cameron, 
and others, have lately made it the subject of their explora¬ 
tions, our knowledge of the country is rapidly extending. 

The mountains of Africa generally occur, as far as is known, 
in detached ranges but a short distance from the sea-coast, and 
do not extend inland, but partially enclose a vast plain or level 
land in the interior, much of which, especially in the northern 
parts, is desert, and unfit for cultivation or habitation, while 
the equatorial region is well watered and fertile. 

The Atlas Mountains, in the Barbary States, extend eastward 
from the Atlantic parallel to the Mediterranean Sea, rising to 
their greatest height in Morocco, over 11,000 feet; and smaller 
ranges extend from them nearly to the borders of Egypt, but do 
not rise higher than 3000 feet. The mountains of Abyssinia, in 
the east, rise in irregular groups from a high tableland, some o$ 
them reaching 15,000 feet in height. They are more abrupt in the 
south than in the north. Parallel to the Gulf of Guinea, and about 
150 miles inland, rise the Kong Mountains , and farther south, on 
the shores of the Bight of Biafra, are the Ca/neroons. Th eNieuweld 
J/(/un<atnaandsomeothersmallerchain8extend from east to west 
across the central part of Cape Colony, rising in Compass Berg 
10,000 feet high. On the east coast of Africa are several chains of 
mountains, some of which rise to agreat height, but are yet little 
known. MountsKilmandjaro andATenia, a little south of the equa¬ 
tor, are about 20,000 feet high. Owing to the general proximity 
of the mountains to the coast, the rivers are not as numerous, nor, 
with few exceptions, as important as in the other great continents.' 
The principal is the Nile, which has two sources—the Blue Nile, 
rising in Abyssinia, and the White Nile, the sources of which 
have lately been explored by Captains Speke and Grant, and Mr 
(now Sir) S. W. Baker. In 1858 Captain Speke discovered the 
Vi ctoria Ny anza Lake , and issuing from it a river which he 
palled xkoTibmerset, and supposed to be directly continuous with 


the White Nile. In 1862, he, in company with Captain Grant, 
still farther explored the lake. In 1864 Mr Baker discovered, 
farther westward, another lake, which he called the Albert 
fryanza. He found that the Somerset, or the portion oT^tlie 
Isile so called, empties, with many other waters, into the 
Albert Nyanza, and that from it the White Nile proper flows. 
The White and Blue Niles unite in Nubia, and flow north 
through Nubia and Egypt, into the Mediterranean Sea. The 
sources of the Nile are not yet absolutely ascertained, but the 
river is at least 3000 miles long, and receives several tributaries, 
but none lower than 1400 miles from its mouth. The Niger, 
or Quosra, rises on the north side of the Kong Mountains, 
receives a large tributary, the Benue, and flows round the 
eastern end of that range into the Gulf of Guinea. Tiie Sene¬ 
gal flows into the North Atlantic Ocean ; the Zaire, or Congo , 
and the Orange, or Gariep, into the South Atlantic ; and the 
Zambesi into the Mozambique Channel. 

The principal lakes of Africa, as far as are yet known, are— 
Dembea , in Abyssinia ; Chad, in the interior; Albert and Vic¬ 
toria Nyanzas, under the equator; and Tanganyika , Bang* 
weolo, on the shore of which Livingstone died, Nyassa , oi 
Nyinyesi, and Shirwa, with Ngami, farther south. With the 
exception of the first, they are but imperfectly known. 

The coast-line of Africa is very even and unbroken, with but 
few indentations. 


The principal Bays, Gulfs , Ac., are:— 

On the south, Table Bay and 
Algoa Bay. 

On the east, Sofala Bay, Gulf of 
Aden, and the Red Sea. 


On the north, the Gulfs of Sidra 
and CaL es. 

►n the v 


On the west, the Gulf of Guinea, 
including the Bights of Benin and 
Biafra. 


The principal Straits are :— 

Gibraltar, between Morocco and I land; Strait of Babelmandeb, be- 
Spain ; Mozambique Channel, be- tvreen Abyssinia and Arabia, 
tween Madagascar and the main- | 


On the north, Bon. Blanco, Ceuta. 
On the west, Blanco, Verde, 
Palmas, Lopez, and Frio. 

On the south, Good Hope and 
Agulhas. 


The principal Capes are :— 


On the east, Corrieiv : Delgado, 
and Guardafui ; and / w; Amber 
and St Mary, the nort " i south 
points of Madagascar. 


The climate of Africa is in general hot and dry, more than 
three-fourths of the continent being within the tropics. To¬ 
wards the middle and south the seasons are alternately dry and 
wet, as in other tropical countries; but in the vast sandy deserts 
no rain ever falls. The Great Desert of Sahara extends from 
the Atlantic Ocean to Egypt, and occupies an area equal to 
•five-sixths of the Dominion of Canada. It is here and there 
diversified by fertile spots or oases, which are inhabited by a 
few wandering tribes of Moors and negroes. The western 
portion is the most desolate, and scorching winds, called the 
Harmattan and Samlel, blow across it into the neighboring 
countries. Along the shore of the Mediterranean the climate 


Exercises on the Map—Africa.— What ocean is on the west of 
Africa ? What ocean on the east? How is Africa separated from 
Europe? From Asia* What is the southern point of Africa called? 
What is the most westerly point called ? What is the most easterly 


point called? What’large island is off the east coast? How is 
separated from Africa? In what tone is the greater part of Africa? 
What countries or states are on the Mediterranean ? On the Atlantic? 
On the Indian Ocean ? On the Red Sea ? Around Lake Chad ? 
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and productions resemble those of Southern Europe; but in the 
interior it becomes hotter, and the products vary. South of the 
Great Desert, both on the coast and the great central lake region, 
vegetation is rank, and the climate most unhealthy for Europeans. 
Cape Colony being within the southern temperate zone, is cooler 
and more healthy. The soil of Africa along the courses of the 
rivers is fertile, producing trees of great size, many of them indi¬ 
genous to the country, and many valuable plants. There are the 
shea, or butter-tree, baobab, or monkey-bread tree, (a gigantic 
tree sometimes thirty feet in diameter,) oil-palm and other 
trees. Cotton, indigo, maize, rice, and yams, grow in abundance ; 
south of Abyssinia is the native country of the coffee plant. 

Africa possesses a large number and variety of wild animals, 
such as the lion, leopard, hyena, giraffe, elephant, hippopotamus, 
rhinoceros, crocodile, monkey, &c., besides a great variety of 
antelopes. 

The inhabitants of Africa consist of different races, varying 
in complexion from the tawny Moor to the blackest negro. 
The negroes are the most numerous, constituting almost the 
entire population of Eastern, Westera, and Central Africa. In 
the Barbary States the Moors belong to the Caucasian race, 
while the Egyptians and Abyssinians in the Nile region, with 
the Kaffirs in Southern Africa, seem to form the connecting 
links between the negro and Caucasian races. In the south 
are also the Hottentots, a stunted, degraded race. The inhabi¬ 
tants in the north are chiefly Mohammedans; and, except 
where settlements of Europeans have been made, all che rest 
are pagans or heathens. 

The trade and products of the country are trifling, owing to 
the ignorance and generally degraded state of the inhabitants. 
The Barbary States export grain and leather; Egypt exports 
cotton and grain; and the west and south yield palm oil, ivory, 
and a little gold dust. On the south-west and east coasts the 
inhuman trade in slaves is still carried on to some extent, not¬ 
withstanding the vigilant efforts of the British to put it down. 


What is the area of Africa? Ex¬ 
tent? Population? What is the 
form of Africa? IIow is it bounded ? 
Point out the boundaries on the 
map. IIow may it be divided? 
What is said of Africa? Of the 
mountains? Describe the princi¬ 
pal mountains. Point them out on 
the map. Where are thpy situated ? 
Name the principal rivers of Africa. 
Trace their courses on the map. 
Describe the course of the Nile and 
recentdiscoveries connected with it. 
Name the principal lakes of Africa. 
Point them out on the map. De¬ 
scribe their situation. Describe the 
coast-lin e of Africa. N ame the prin¬ 


cipal bays, gulfs, &c. Point them 
out on the map, and state where 
they are situated. Name the prin¬ 
cipal straits. Point them cut on 
the map, and describe their posi¬ 
tion. Name the principal capes. 
Point them out on the map, and 
describe their situation. Describe 
the climate of Africa. The Desert 
of Sahara. What is said of the 
winds from the desert? Of the cli¬ 
mate in the north ? In the south.? 
In Cape Colony? Describe the soil 
and vegetation. The animals, Ac. 
The inhabitants. The trade and 
exports of the country. 


NORTHERN OR BARBARY STATES. 
MOROCCO. 

Area, 220,000 square miles ; population, about 8,500,000 ; a little^ 
larger than Quebec. 

Capital, Morocco. 

The Empire of Morocco occupies the north¬ 
western corner of Africa, between the Desert of 
Sahara, the Atlantic Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, and 
Algeria. It is the most important of the Bar- ] 


bary States in power and population. These states 
were celebrated in ancient history under the name of 
Mauritania, but have now been long sunk under 
tyranny and oppression. Their power has declined, and 
their naval force, long used for piratical purposes, has 
been destroyed by the British and other European 
Powers since the beginning of the present century. 

The Atlas Mountains traverse the country in a direction 
nearly parallel to the coast. They attain their greatest height 
in Morocco, and several of their peaks are covered with snow. 
Mt. Miltsin , near the city of Morocco, is over 11,000 feet high. 
In the mountains are many beautiful and fertile valleys, and 
between them and the coast grain grows abundantly, as well as 
olivek, grapes, dates, cotton, and tobacco. Beyond the moun¬ 
tains all the country is barren and desolate, covered for some 
distance with coarse grass, which gradually disappears in the 
sand. The ridges of the Atlas Mountains yield silver, copper, 
iron, and antimony. The climate is in general warm, but 
healthy, resembling the south of Europe. 

The people are chiefly Moors and Berbers, professing Moham¬ 
medanism. Jews are numerous in the seaports. 

The government is an absolute monarchy, the emperor 
having unlimited power over his subjects. 

Spain possesses four ports on the north coast, the principal 
of which is Ceuta , opposite Gibraltar. 

Morocco (60,000), situated in a fertile plaints the qaajJP ; 
Mequinez (50,000) is an imperial residence; Fez (90,000), cele¬ 
brated under the ancient Saracen monarchy, is now considered 
a holy city, and contains 100 mosques. Moywlgre and Tangier 
are small seaports; Tafilet is situated in a^ertile district in 
the interior. 


What is the area of Morocco? 
Population? Size? Capital? IIow 
is Morocco situated? Point out 
the boundaries on the map. What 
is said of the importance of Mo¬ 
rocco? Of the former position of 
the Barbary States ? Of their pre¬ 
sent position and their navy? De¬ 
scribe the mountains. Trace them 


on the map. Describe the valleys 
and their productions. The coun¬ 
try beyond the mountains. Th« 
minerals. The climate. The people 
The government. What posses 
sions are held by Spain in Moroo 
co ? Describe the chief towns. 
Point them out on the map, and 
describe their position. 


ALGERIA. 

Area, 173,000 square miles; population,about3,000,000 ; rather 
less than Ontario in size. 

Capital, Algiers. 

Algeria lies to the east of Morocco, along the 
shore of the Mediterranean Sea. It has been in the 
possession of the French since but requires a 

large army to keep it in subjection. About 150,000 of 
the inhabitants are French, but great efforts have been 
made within the last few years to colonize it more ex¬ 
tensively. 

It is divided by the French into three provinces —Algiers, 
Constantine , and Oran, 

It is traversed by the continuation of the Atlas Mountains, 
the northern slope of which is very fertile. Between them 
and the coast is a narrow strip of nch land, called the 


Exercises on the Map—Africa.— Which Is the principal river of I 
Africa ? Where does it flow? What rivers flow into the Atlantic? 
What river into the Indian Ocean? What lakes are in the interior? j 
IIow is Morocco separated from the Great Desert? IIow from Spain ? j 


What point is opposite Gibraltar? What country adjoins Morocco on 
the east ? What islands are to the east of Morocco ? Where is Morocco 
situated ? Where Fez ? Where Tangier ? In what zone are the French 
possessions on the north coast of Africa ? Cape Colony ? 
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“Tell,” or grain country, where large quantities of wheat are 
grown for export. In the south, in soil and climate, it re¬ 
sembles Morocco, and the chief occupation of the inhabitants 
is pasturage. 

Algiers, (60,000,) on the Mediterranean, the capital, is strongly 
fortified, and was long a formidable nest of pirates. It was 
bombarded and taken by the British under Lord Exmouth in 
1816. Constantine , Oran, and Bona are also considerable 
towns. 


What is the area of Algeria? 
Population? Size? Capital? Where 
is Algeria situated? IIow is it 
bounded ? To whom does it be¬ 
long ? How is it divided ? By 


what mountains is it traversed ? 
What is said of the “ Tell ?” Of the 
climate, soil, Ac.? Describe the 
chief towns. Point them out on the 
map, and describe their position. 


TUNIS. 

Area, 75,000 square miles ; population, about 2,000,000 ; twice the 
size of Newfoundland. 

Capital, Tunis. 

Tunis is situated to the east of Algeria. It is 
governed by an heredi tary B ey, and is tributary to 
" Turkey. It is the most important of the Barbary 
States for commerce. In ancient times it was one of 
the granaries of the Roman Empire, and now exports 
wool and olive oil largely. In climate, soil, and produc¬ 
tion it resembles Algeria. Caravans from the interior 
visit it regularly with ivory, gold dust, &c. 

Xjumas (130,000) is an important commercial city on the Lake 
of Tunis, which is connected with the Mediterranean. 30,000 
of the inhabitants are Jews. About ten miles to the north-east 
are the ruins of ancient Carthage , the once formidable rival of 
Rome. Cairwan , about seventy miles south of Tunis, is the 
centre of tne inland trade. 


What is the area of Tunis ? 
Population? Size? Capital? How 
is Tunis situated ? How is it 
bounded ? What is said of its 
commerce ? Of its climate, soil, 1 


Ac. ? Of the caravans ? Describe 
the chief towns. Point them out 
on the map, and describe their 
position. 


TRIPOLI AND BARCA. 

Area, 200,000 square miles ; population, about 1,500,000 ; about the 
size of Quebec. 


Capital, Tripoli. 

Tripoli lies to the south-east of Tunis, along the 
shore of the Mediterranean, between the Gulfs of Sidra 
and Cabes. Barca lies between it and Egypt. Both 
are tributary to the Sultan of Turkey. 


The desert here approaches very close to the coast, so that 
there is only a narrow strip of fertile land between them. 

Tripol i, (24,000,) the capital, is regularly visited by the 
caravans from the interior. There are two great routes,—one 
by Ghadamis, 200 miles to the south-west; and t he qt^ er by 
Mourzoo k, 500 miles to the south. 

What”is the area of Tripoli and 
Barca? Population? Size? Capital? 

How are they situated? How are 


they bounded ? To whom do they 


belong? Describe the surface of 
the country. The chief towns. 
Point them out on the map, and 
describe their position. 


Exkrcisks on thk Map—Africa. —What European countries are 
directly north of Algeria? Of Tripoli? What island belonging to 
Britain hes between Tripoli and Sicily ? What gulfs are on the north of 
Tripoli? What are the most northerly points of Africa called? What 


NILE REGION. . 

The Nile Region comprises Egypt, Nubia, Abys¬ 
sinia, and a number of petty states round the sources 
and along the upper part of the White Nile. 


» vvui in lies 


c vaijrmg oreaatn or 

from 150 to 600 miles. The Nile Proper is formed in Nubia 
by the junction of the White and Blue Niles . It is of the 
greatest importance to the country, on account of its annual 
inundations, caused by the tropical rains at its sources. These 
inundations last from June to the end of November, and render 
the surrounding country luxuriantly fertile. On account of the 
great drought, they are annually looked forward to by the in¬ 
habitants with great anxiety; and defect or excess are alike 
disastrous. Above the southern frontier of Egypt, the hi^h 
banks of the river prevent its overflowing; and as it does not 
receive a single affluent during the last 1400 miles of its course 
its volume gradually decreases, on account of the evapora¬ 
tion, and the quantity of water drawn off for the irrigation of 
the land. 


What states are comprised in the 
Nile Region ? What is the extent 
of the region ? Describe the Nile. 
Trace its course on the map. For 


what is the river valuable ? What 
is said of the inundations? Describe 
the course of the river above Egypt 
What is said of its volume ? 


EGYPT. 

Area, 75,800 square miles ; population, 5,000,000; rather less than half 
the size of Ontario ; or, including Nubia and the countries on the 
White Nile subject to the Khedive, an area ofOOO.OuO square miles 
and a population of about 8,000,000. 

Capital, Cairo. 


Egypt Proper is bounded on. the North by the 
Mediterranean Sea; on the West by Barca and the 
Great Desert of Sahara; on the South by Nubia; on 
the East by the Red Sea and Isthmus of Suez. 

The great feature of Egypt is the Nile. Its course is through 
a long narrow valley enclosed by hills on each side, beyond 
which are sandy deserts. About 100 miles from the Mediter¬ 
ranean, it divides into two branches, forming a delta or triangle, 
each side of which is frfcm 100 to 150 miles in length. 

The climate is the driest in the world, rain seldom falling, 
and in summer the heat is excessive. The soil is very fertile 
where it is overflowed by the Nile, producing wheat, rice, 
cotton, barley, and sugar-cane in great abundance. Great 
efforts have lately been made by the Pacha to improve 
agriculture and manufactures, but hitherto without much 
success. 


The country is governed by a hereditary Pacha or Khedive, 
nominally tributary to Turkey. The inhabitants are compSSed 
of native Egyptians (called Copts), Turks, Arabs, and a few 
Europeans, and are much oppressed by the rulers. The pre¬ 
vailing religion is the Mohammedan. 


The Isthmus of Suez, connecting Egypt with Asia, is on 
the great overland route between Britain and India. It is 
a sandy tract about 60 miles wide, with several depressions, 
forming shallow lakes of brackish water. French engineers 


~-" I/Cknccu lucua »UU r ramie I now is Alders situated? 

Tunis? Tripoli? What towns are in the interior? What large river 
gives a name to the eastern part of Northern Africa? Through what 
countries does it flow ? Where does it rise ? Where does it emptv i 
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have succeeded in constructing a canal to connect the two aeao. 
A railway extends from Alexandria to Cairo, 131 miles, and 
from Cairo to Suez on the Red Sea, 91 miles. 

Egypt is one of the most interesting countries in the world, 
from its connexion with sacred history, and from its early 
civilization. Its pyramids, temples, obelisks, and hieroglyphics, 
which, owing to the extreme dryness of the climate, are ad¬ 
mirably preserved, render it a favorite resort of travellers 
from all parts of the world. 

Qadro , (350,000,) the capital, situated on the Nile, about five 
miles above the head of the Delta, is the largest city in Africa. 
It is poorly built, but its numerous and elegant mosques give 
it a very magnificent appearance. Near it are the celebrated 
pyramids. A lexand ria (240,000), on the coast, is an ancient 
city, originally founded by Alexander the Great, through which 
all the trade with Europe passes. Near it are Pompey’s Pillar 
and Cleopatra’s Needle. Here Euclid taught 320 years before 
the birth of Christ. Here, also, Abercromby fell in 1801; and 
at Aboukir, 15 miles to the east, Nelson gained the famous 
battle of the Nile in 1798. Rosett a and Dajnietta are consider¬ 
able towns to the east of AlexaTrdria. Siout , Kenneh , Esneh , 
and Assouan , in Upper Egypt, are principally trading stations 
for the caravans. South of Kenneh are the ruins of Thebes , the 
ancient capital of Egypt, and the temples of Karnac, Luxor, and 
Dendereh. In the oasis of; 
the ruins of the temple of 

What is the area of Egyptt 
Population? Size? Capital? Hovr 
.is Egypt bounded ? Point out its 
boundaries on the map. What is 
said of the Nile? Describe the 
climate. Soil and products. What 
has been done by the Pacha ? 

What is said of the government? 


320 miles west of Cairo, are 
fcr Ammon. 

Of the v Of the religion ? 
Descril - Isthmus of Suez. 
How i* t \ ersed? For what is 
Egypt r; > ^>ting? Describe the 
chief citie. arid places. Point them 
out on the map, and describe their 
position. 


NUBIA, OR EGYPTIAN SOUDAN. 

Area, 260,000 square miles ; population, about 400,000; less than the 
’ provinces of Quebec and New Brunswick. 

Nubia lies to the south of Egypt, between it and 
Abyssinia, and extends from the Great Desert to the 
Red Sea. 

The northern part resembles Egypt, being very dry, with 
/only a narrow strip on each side of the Nile fit for cultivation. 
In the south, where the tropical rains fall, it is more fertile, 
and wild animals abound. It was conquered by Egypt in 
1820-22, but many of the tribes are still independent. 

Khartoum . (64,000,) at the confluence of the two branches of 
the Nile, is the capital. Sejpm&r, the former capital, from 
which the caravan route lies westward through the Desert to 
Darfour and the east of Lake Chad, was destroyed by the 
Egyptians. Ipsambul is famous for temples cut out of the 
solid rock. NeyjJQongola is a considerable town on the Nile, 
and Massowah is the principal port on the Red Sea. At Soua- 
jfctn, Mohammedan pilgrims usually embark for Mecca. 


What is the area of Nubia? 
Population? Size? Capital? How 
is Nubia situated? How is it 
bounded ? What is said of the 
nAKthern part of Nubia? Of the 


southern part ? To whom does it 
beloug? Describe the chief towns. 
Point them out on the map, and 
describe their position. 


ABYSSINIA. 

Area, about 100,000 square miles; population, 4,500,000; about h&li 
the size of the province of Quebec. 

Abyssinia lies to the south of Nubia, also on the 
shore of the Red Sea. It is a mountainous country, 
sloping towards the north. Like Nubia, it is subject to 
the tropical rains, but from its great elevation it pos¬ 
sesses almost every variety of climate and productions. 

The Bine Nile rises in the mountains, and takes its name 
from the color of its mud. The most fertile part of the coun¬ 
try is on the shores of Lake Dembea f a large inland lake. 

It is divided into a number of petty independent states, the 
principal of which are— Tigre in the north, Amhara in the 
centre, and Shoa in the south. The people are an ignorant and 
savage race, professing a form of Christianity analogous to the 
Greek, but intermingled with many Jewish rites and many 
superstitions. 

Abyssinia has recently been brought into notice by the 
British expedition of 1867-68 for the release of a few British 
subjects imprisoned by King Theodore, at which time Mag - 
dala , Theodore’s capital, was destroyed, the king himself 
slain, and the kingdom broken up. Antalo , the old capital, 
is half-way between Magdala and the co&stT 

None of the towns contain 10,000 inhabitants. Gondar is 
the capital of Amhara, Adowa of Tigre, and A nMar^(situated 
8000 feet above the sea) of Shoa. 

out on the map. How is Abyssinia 
divided? Name the states aud 
chief towns, and describe their 
positions. What recent event has 
brought Abyssinia into note? 


What is the area of Abyssinia! 
Population? Size? Where is it 
situated? How is it bounded? 
Describe its surface. Its climate, 
Ac. Describe the Blue Nile. What 
is said of Lake Dembea ? Point it 


Exercises ok the Map—Africa.— What sea is on the north of 
Egypt ? What on the east of Egypt, Nubia, and Abyssinia ? How is this 
sea connected with the Indian Ocean ? How is Egypt joined to Asia ? 
What countries of Asia does it adjoin? Name the principal cities on 


CENTRAL AFRICA. 

SOUDAN, OR NIGRITIA. 

That part of the continent of Africa lying to the 
south of Sahara, and north of the Gulf of Guinea, is 
called Soudan, or Nigritia, the country of the blacks. 
It is composed of a large number of independent states, 
but Lttle is yet known either of their extent or popu¬ 
lation, or of the physical features of the country. 

The principal states known are—Borrow, Boussa , Yai'riba , 
and Nyfii on the Lower Niger; Bambarra and Timbuctoo , on 
the Upper Niger; Houssa and Bornou , between the Niger and 
Lake Chad ; and Kanem , Beghermeh , Bergou , Darfour, and 
Kordofan , between Lake Chad and Abyssinia. These states 
contain many towns of considerable size. The two last named 
now belong to Egypt. 

The Niger is the principal river of the country. It rises to 
the north of the Kong Mountains, and, after a circuitous course, 
falls into the Gulf of Guinea. It receives, on the east bank, the 
Ciiadda , a large river rising south of Lake Chad. Lake Chad 
isTiearly twice the size of Lake Erie. It is shallow, studded 
with islands, and receives several rivers. A number of towns 
of considerable size are situated on its shores. 

The countries on the upper part of the Niger, and on the 
Senegal (a river flowing into the Atlantic, and forming the 

the Nile in Egypt. In Nubia. What seaport is in Nubia? What city 
of Arabia is opposite to it? What seaport is in Abyssinia? What lake 
is in the ceutre of Africa? What rivers are in the west ot Africa? luto 
what ocean do they flow? What mountains are in the west ? 

































AFRICA. 


rtorthem boundary of Senegambia,) are luxuriant in vegetation, 
and densely peopled; wherever there is water the soil is fertile, 
and the people numerous. 

The inhabitants are chiefly negroes, and trade with the Bar¬ 
bary States and countries of the Nile by caravans of camels, 
which are conducted across the desert by the Arabs. The trade 
is chiefly in slaves, cotton, grain, indigo, ivory, and gold-dust. 
Timbuctoo is the most important town on the caravan route 
between Guinea, Senegambia, and Barbary. 

, South of Nigritia and Abyssinia, under the equator, is a high 
table-land, or mountain range, containing a lake about as large 
as Lake Michigan, which has been called Victoria Nyanza , and 
a still larger one, the A Ibert Nyanza , in which lakes the White 
Nile takes its rise. South of this is another lake, Tanganyika , 
330 miles long, and from 30 to 40 miles broad. Still farther 
south are Lakes Bangweolo , Nyassa or Nyinyesi, and Shirwa , 
none of which have as yet been thoroughly explored. 


What part of Africa is called 
8oudan ? IIow is it composed ? 
Name the principal states. Point 
them out on the map, aud describe 
their position. Describe the course 
of the Niger. Trace it on the 
map. Describe Lake Chad. Where 
is it situated ? Describe the 
countries watered bj the Niger 


and Senegal. Describe the inhabi¬ 
tants. The manner of trading. 
Products. What is the most im¬ 
portant toyrn on the caravan route? 
Describe the country south of Ni¬ 
gritia and Abyssinia. The moun¬ 
tains and lakes. Point them out on 
the map,and describe theirposition. 
What interest attaches to them ? 


WESTERN AFRICA. 

SENEGAMBIA. 

Senegambia comprises the country watered by the 
Senegal , Gambia , and Rio Grande , which flow west¬ 
ward from the Kong Mountains. 

The climate is hot, and very unhealthy for Europeans. The 
Harmattan, a scorching sandy wind, blows at intervals from the 
Desert. The soil is fertile, and on the banks of the rivers vege¬ 
tation is rank and luxuriant. Palms, baobab or monkey 
bread-fruit, caoutchouc trees, and other tropical trees and 
plants, abound. The Senegal and Gambia are navigable into 
the interior. 

The British possess Bathurst , and other forts on the Gambia; 
the French, Goree, with St Louis and other forts on the Senegal; 
and the Portuguese, Bissao , and other forts near the mouth of 
the Rio Grande. 

How is Senegambia situated ?J and products. The rivers. What 
Trace the courses of the principal possessions are held by European 
rivers. Describe the climate. Soil J countries, and where? 

UPPER GUINEA. 

Upper Guinea lies to the south-east of Senegambia, 
between the Kong Mountains and the northern shore 
of the Gulf of Guinea. 

In climate, soil, and productions it resembles Senegambia. 

It comprises Sierra Leone , Liberia , Ashantee , Gh'am Coast , 
Ivory Coast , Gold Coast , Slave Coast , Dahomey , Benin , and 
Calabar . The exports are indigo, ivory, palm oil, and pepper. 

Sierra Leone is a British settlement, founded in 1787 as a sta¬ 
tion for the suppression of the slave trade, which was largely 

Exercises ov ttie Map—Africa.— What states are on the west coa3t 
of Africa? What is the most westerly point of Senegambia called? 
How is Sierra Leone situated? Liberia? Into what gulf does the Niger 
flow? What island is opposite its mouth? In what direction ia St 
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carried on between the native chiefs of Guinea, and the Por¬ 
tuguese and others ; but which is now much reduced, owing 
to the vigilance of the British war vessels. Freetown is the 
capital. 

Liberia was originally founded by the United States for free 
negroes and emancipated slaves. It was formed into an inde¬ 
pendent republic in 1847. Monrovia is the capital. 

The British possess most of the Gold Coast, and have four 
settlements, of which Cape Coast Castle is the chief. 

Where is Upper Guinea situated ? I Sierra Leone. Liberia. Point out 
Describe its climate, &c. What their capitals on the map What 
states does it comprise ? Describe | possessions are held by the British ? 


LOWER GUINEA. 

Lower Guinea extends from the Bight of Biafra to 
more than 1000 miles south of the equator. 

It comprises Biafra , Loan go , Congo ., Angola , and Benguela, 
The last two countries belong to Portugal. The slave trade is 
carried on along the coast, but not nearly to the same extent 
as formerly. The country is well watered, and resembles 
Upper Guinea in climate and production. The Cameroon 
Mountains are immediately north of the equator, on the shores 
of the Bight of Biafra, and rise to the height of 13,000 feet 
above the sea. Wild anim^> as the lion, leopard, ele¬ 
phant, and hippopotamus, ^ " i; as well as the gorilla, 

monkeys, and nv birds -v villiant plumage. 

Where is Lower uated ? | Country ? Describe the Cameroon 

What countries d< uprise? Mountains. I race them on the 

Which belong to I’ * \ What map. What is said of the animals 
is said of the slay* * ? Of the J of the country? 


SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

Southern Africa comprises the British possessions 
of Cape Colony , including British Caffraria and Natal; 
the Trans Vaal and Orange Republics; Caffraria and 
the countries of the IIottentots y Bechuanas, and Namou• 
quas. 


Id the south and east it is mountainous, and in the north 
and west are vast level plateaux, almost destitute of water. In 
these plateaux the rivers do not reach the sea during the dry 
season. Three parallel ranges of mountains extend in a north¬ 
easterly direction, rising one above the other from the south 
upwards ; the first being from 20 to 60 miles from the coast. 
The most northerly is that of the Nieuweld Mountains , whose 
summits are generally covered with snow; Mount Compass 
rises to the height of over 10,000 feet. The Orange , or Gariep, 
is the principal river, rising in the Drakenberg Mountains west 
of Natal, and flowing through level plains into the Atlantic 
450 miles from the Cape of Good Hope. It receives a number 
of small tributary streams. 


What countries are comprised in 
Southern Africa? Point them out 
on the map. Describe the surface. 
The mountains. Name the princi¬ 


pal chain. What is their height t 
Trace them on the map. Describe 
the principal river. Trace its course 
on the map. 


Helena from Cape Verde ? From the Cape of Good nope? What state 
occupies the most southern part of Africa? What British colonies are 
situated to the north-east of it ? What river forms its northern bound« 
ary ? How is Cape Town situated ? Grahaiastowa ? Port Natal ? 
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BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 

Area, 230,000 square miles; population, 1,070,000; larger tha n 
Quebec. 


east to west, and from 100 to 400 miles in breadth. 

The country was originally colonized by the Dutch, but since 
1806 has been in the possession of the British. About one-half 
of the population are Europeans, or their descendants; consist¬ 
ing of British settlers and Dutch boors or farmers. The re¬ 
mainder are Hottentots, the most degraded race on the con¬ 
tinent ; and in the east, Caffrei. 

The climate is dry, but not unhealthy, and European grains 
and fruits have been successfully introduced. Wine, wool, and 
hides are exported. 

Cape Colony comprises an area of over 200,000 square miles, 
or nearly as large as Quebec, and has a population of about 
718,000. 

Cape Town , (30,000,) on the south-west shore of Table Bay, 
is the capital and seat of the colonial Parliament. Table 
Mountain, 3580 feet high, rises immediately south of the town, 
and is so called from its flat summit. Vines are extensively 
cultivated on its slopes. The only other town of importance 
is Graham's Town , 500 miles to the east of Cape Town. 

Natal was formed into a colony in 1845. It lies to the north 
of Cuffraria. Coal and iron are abundant, aud cotton, indigo, 
and sugar are easily cultivated. The population is about 
289,000. 

Port Natal is the seaport, and Pietermaritzburg, 50 miles 
Inland, the capital. 

British Caffraria was formerly a separate colony, but was 
formed into a district of Cape Colony in 1865. It is separated 
by the Great Kei River from native Caffraria. The Caff res 
are a flerce and restless people, and are often at war with the 
British. 


The British Possessions form the southern extremity 
the African continent, and extend about 900 miles from 


To the north of Cape Colony are the Dutch republics, Trans 
Vaal and Orange River. These are peopled chiefly by Dutch 
boors or farmers, who have formed them into independent 
republics. The country is chiefly a level plateau, 5000 feet 
high. 


Between the Dutch republics and the Atlantic is the coun¬ 
try of the Bechuanas and Namaquas, an inoffensive, pastoral 
people. 

towns. Point them out on the 
map. Describe Natal aud its chief 
towns. How is it bounded? De¬ 
scribe British Caffraria. 

Describe the Dutch republics. 
Point them out on the map. What 
countries are to the west of them ? 


What is the area of the British 
possessions? Population? Size? 
How are they situated? What is 
said of the country ? Of the peo¬ 
ple ? Of the climate aud produc 
iious? Describe Cape Colony. How 
is it bounded ? Describe its chief 


EASTERN AFRICA. 


/ The countries on the eastern coast of Africa are still 
l very little known, although somewhat opened up by 
recent enterprise. 


I 


Exkrci8B8 on thf Mak—Atrica. —What ocean washes the easter 
Shores of Africa? What large river flows into it? What large lak< 
&re in the interior? What great river flows from them ? What is th 
most easterly point of Africa called ? What large island is to the cot 


Adel or Somali , between the Strait of Babclmandeb and 
Cape Guardafui, is celebrated for its myrrh and odoriferous 
spices, which are exported through Arabia. Ajan is barren 
and desolate along the coast, but fertile in the interior. 
Zanguebar or Zanzibar is low and marshy, and very unhealthy 
towards the sea. To the west of it are the ranges of moun¬ 
tains which enclose the table-lands of Central Africa, with 
the peaks of Kilmandjaro and Kenia, rising, it is said, 20,000 
feet high. The Sultan of Zanzibar claims sovereignty over 
the countries as far south as Cape Delgado. From there to 
Cape Delagoa, including Mozambique and Sofala, the Por¬ 
tuguese hold authority. They formerly possessed the whole 
eastern coast, but have been gradually driven away. Their 
principal posts are Sena aud Tete , on the Zambesi river. 

What is said of the countries on i scribe the principal mountains, 
the eastern coast of Africa? De- Point them out on the map. Whajt 
scribe Adel. Ajan. Zanguebar. | part of the country belongs to the 
lomtthem out on the map. De- J Portuguese? What are their ports? 

ISLANDS OF AFRICA. 

MADAGASCAR. 

Area, 220,000 square miles; population. 4,000,000; rather larger than 
the province of Quebec. 

Madagascar is the largest of the African Islands, 
and is separated from the East coast of Africa by the 
Mozambique Channel. Its Northern and Southern 
points are called Capes Amber and St Mary. 

Lofty mountains traverse it from north to south, approach¬ 
ing nearest to the eastern shore. The climate is hot, and the 
soil fertile, producing rice and sugar abundantly. Iron is 
found in the mountains. The government is despotic. 
Converts to Christianity were formerly greatly persecuted 
but are favoured by the present monarch. Tananarivo\ 
the capital, is situated on a lofty tableland, near the centre 
of the island. Tamatave , on the east coast, is the principal 
seaport. 


BRITISH ISLANDS. 

Ascension , a small island in the Atlantic, frequented by 
ships as a place of refreshment. St Helena, 800 miles south¬ 
east of Ascension, is famous as the place of exile of the Em¬ 
peror Napoleon Bonaparte, where he died in 1821. Mauri¬ 
tius, (318,000,) a considerable island, formerly called the Isle 
of France, about one-third the size of Prince Edward Island, 
480 miles to the east of Madagascar. It makes large exports of 
sugar and coffee. Tort Louis (65,000) is the capital and sea¬ 
port. Rodriguez , east of Mauritius, the Seychelles and Ami- 
rante Islands , north-east of Madagascar, and the Chagres group, 
farther east, are of little importance, and are dependencies of 
Mauritius. 


FRENCH ISLANDS. 

Reunion , or Bourbon , (172,000,) rather larger than Mauri- 


of Africa? Ilow if it separated from Africa? What islands lie to the 
east of it ? What islands lie to the north-east of it ? What islands axe 
to the north-west of Africa? How is Socotra situated? Ascension? 
Gape Verde Islands? What celebrated guifa north of Tripoli? 



















OCEANIA. 




Wus, lies 90 miles south-west of it. It is of volcanic forma¬ 
tion, and contains one active volcano in the south. It pro¬ 
duces coffee and sugar largely: Mount Piton des Neiges ia 
10,000 feet high. France also possesses some small islands in 
the Comoro group, in the north of the Mozambique Channel, 
and seme on the coast of Madagascar, which are dependencies 
of Reunion. 


PORTUGUESE ISLANDS. 

Madeira , (115,000,) a beautiful island, rising abruptly from 
the Atlantic, 360 miles west of Morocco. It consists of a mass 
of volcanic rocks, the highest summit being about 6000 feet 
high. It is celebrated for its wines and its salubrious climate. 
Funchal is the chief town. The Cape Verde Islands , (85,000,) 
about 320 miles west of Cape Verde, are also of volcanic for¬ 
mation. A volcano in Fogo, one of the islands, is about 9200 
feet high. St logo is the principal island. St Thomas and 
Prince's Islands, in the Gulf of Guinea, also belong to Portugal. 


SPANISH ISLANDS. 


The Canaries , (270,000,) off the north-west coast of Africa** 
seven in number, contain lofty volcanic mountains. The Peak 
of Teneriffe rises abojit 12,200 feet high. Their chief product 
is wine. Santa Cruz , in Teneriffe, is the capital, but Palma 
is the largest town. Fernando Po and Annahon are small 
islands in the Gulf of Guinea. 


Socotra , in the Indian Ocean, about 120 miles east of Cape 
Guardafui, is a large island belonging to Oman in Arabia, and 


producing the finest aloes. 

What is the size of Madagascar? 
Population ? How is it situated ? 
Describe it. Describe the climate. 
Soil and products. Minerals. 
Government. What is said of con¬ 
verts to Christianity? Describe 
the chief towns. Point them out 
on the map. 

Describe Ascension. St Helena. 
Mauritius. Where are they situ¬ 
ated J What other islands belong 


to Britain? Describe their posi¬ 
tion. 

Describe ths islands belonging 
to France. Where are they situ 
ated ? 

Describe the Portuguese islands. 
Where are they situated ? 

Describe the Spanish islands. 
Where are they situated ? 

Describe Socotra. Ilow is lft 
situated t 
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OCEANIA. 


Area. 4 *K?0.noo equate miles, or one-twelfth part of the land surface of the globe ; population, about 30,000,000. 


Oceania is the name usually given to a fifth great 
division of the globe. It includes the vast number of 
islands lying to the south-east of Asia, and those in 
the Pacific Ocean. They are generally small, but very 
numerous, aud comprise an area one-fifth larger than 
the whole of Europe. These islands are divided into 
Malaysia, or the East Indian Archipelago^ A ustrala$ i a 9 
and Po Zv i w sia. ddT| 

What lV^.l'reXb'xtent of Oceania^dhn (Mania? Describe the islands. 
Population? °vV hat is comprised [Howard they divided? 


MALAYSIA. 


Malaysia, or the East Indian Archipelago, comprises 
the numerous islands lying to the south-east of Asia. 
The principal are— Sumatra, Borneo, Celebes, the 

Philippine Islands , the Moluc cas , or Spice Islands, 
Fiores, Timor , Ac. 


These islands are volcanic in their formation, and are all 
within the torrid zone. They are within the range of the 
monsoons; and, owing to the sea breezes, the climate is not so 
hot as on the adjacent continent. The soil is rich and fertile, 


V 


and large quantities of spi ces, sugar, coffee, and other tropical v. 
productions are exported. r “““ 

They are peopled chiefly by Malays—an active, hut fierce and 
treacherous race, much addicted to piracy. The natives of some 
of the islands are negroes, a savage and very degraded race. 


Exercises on the M ap—Asia.— What division of the world are the 
Islands of the Malay Archipelago nearest to ? What sea separates them 
from the mainland? How is Sumatra separated from the mainland? 
Which is the largest island? Which are the mnt aorthe ly? What 


L 


The whole population is estimated at 26,000,000. Most of tho 
islands belong to European nations. The Dutch possess J ava, 
with portions of S umat ra, B orne o, and Celebes, besides a num¬ 
ber of the smaller islands. 'TEe SpaniardiTpTtesess the greater £ 
part of the Philippines./^*!^® British have possessed the small 
island of L4buan . off the ^ coast of Borneo, since 1846. The 
Dutch possessions were captured by the British in the be¬ 
ginning of this century, but were restored at the peace of 
1814. 


Sumatra is a long narrow island, upwards of 1000 miles in 
length, lying to the south-west and south of the Malay Penin¬ 
sula, from which it is separated by the Strait of Malacca. It 
is about the size of Quebec, and is directly under the equa¬ 
tor. It is traversed by chains of lofty mountains, some of 
their summits rising nearly 14,000 feet in height. Most of the 
surface is covered with dense forests, affording a retreat to 
numerous wild animals. Between the mountain ranges are 
large and fertile plains, producing coffee, pepper, rice, and 
camphor, which are largely exported. The Dutch possess all 
that part of the island lying south of the equator; the remain¬ 
der is occupied by native states. The principal Dutch towns 
are Palembang, Padang , and the seaport of Bencoolen. The 
..islands of Banca and Billiton , off the east coast, belong to the 
Dutch, and contain valuable tin mines. 

Java lies to the south-east of Sumatra, from which it is 
separated by the Strait of Suuda. It is about one and a half 
times the size of Newfoundland, and is the most populous and 
fertile of the Malaysian Islands. It is traversed by a lofty 
ch ain of volcanjg^^ i quntains, and has numerous fine harbo rs 

island lies to the south of Sumatra? To the east of Borneo? What 
islands between Java and Australia ? What sea is between Celebes and 
the Philippines ? What ocean is on the west of the Archipelago ? What 
ocean on the eastt What large city ia on the Island of Luzon? 
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and bays. Large quantities of c offee , ricg, sugar, and cinna¬ 
mon are exported; and in the interior are extensive forests of 
teak. The population is about 17,000,000, consisting chiefly of 
Malays. It belongs to the Dutch, whose settlements are mostly 
on the north coast. The chief town is Batavia . (50,000,) the 
capital of the Dutch East India possessions. 

The smaller islands lying to the east of Java, as Bali, 
Lombok, Sumbawa , (with a remarkable active volcano,) 
Sandalwood, Flores, Timor, &c., belong to the Dutch, with 
the exception of a small settlement in Timor belonging to the 
Portuguese. 

is the largest island in the world, with the excep¬ 
tion of Australia., and is about twice the size of Ontario. 
It is separated from Java by the Java Sea, from Celebes by the 
Strait of Macassar, and lies directly under the equator. The 
heat on the coast is moderated by the sea breezes, and the soil 
is fertile; but a great part of the island is covered with dense 
forests. The interior is but little known, but is said to be 
mountainous. It possesses several large navigable rivers. The 
western and southern, with part of the eastern coast, belongs to 
the Dutch. The district of Sarawak, in the north-west, was 
ruled from 1841 to 1858 by Sir James Brooke, a British sub¬ 
ject, as rajah, appointed by the Sultan of Borneo. There 
are valuable mines of diamonds, gold, tin, iron, copper, lead, 
and coal in the island. The*population is variously estimated 
at from 2,000,000 to 5,000,000, consisting of Malays, Chinese, 
and Europeans on the coast, and Dyaks, the native race, in 
the interior. Borneo, (22,000,) on the north-west coast, is the 
capital, and carries on considerable trade with Singapore, 
China, and the Philippine Islands. 

Lod man. Isl and, belonging to Britain, is at tjie mouth qf the 
river on which the town of Borneo is situated^ 1 

Celebes lies to the east of Borneo, from which it is separated 
by the Strait of Macassar, and between it and the Philippine 
Islands is the Sea of Celebes. It is so deeply indented by 
bays as to form four long peninsulas. It is rather larger than 
Newfoundland. The surface is hilly, and the soil fertile, 
yielding rice, sugar, and sago. It also supplies trypang or 
sea-slugs, and edible birds’ nests, considered great delicacies 
by the Chinese. The south-western part of the island is held 
by the Dutch, including the settlement of Macassar, with a 
town of the same name. 

The Philippi ne Islands lie to the north-east of Borneo. They 
are estimated's! about 1200 m number, and are traversed by a 
ehain of mountains. The climate is hot, but moist, and the 
soil fertile. Violent hurricanes and earthquakes often devas¬ 
tate them. The chief exports are rice, sugar, tobacco, and 
ManilaJjemp. They were taken po$sessioiTof by file Span- 
iardsin 1565, and still form one of the most important of the 
Spanish colonies. The largest island is Luzon, with Manilla, 
(230,000,) the capital. The other islands of importance are— 
Mindoro, Palawan, Mindanao, Samar, <fcc. 

The Moluccas, or Spice Islands, lie to the north-east of 
Celebes, and are famous for their spices, nutmegs, cloves, &c. 
The principal are Gilolo, Amboyna, Cei'am , Booroo, and the 
Banda Islands. They belong chiefly to the Dutch. Still 
farther south are some smaller islands of little importance. 

Exercises on the Map—Australia. —How is Australia separated 
from New Guinea? From Tasmania? What sea is on the north-east? 
What ocean on the east? What ocean on the west? What large gulf 
la on the north ? What large river flows into the ocean on the south? 


What islands are comprised fn 
Malaysia ? How are they situated ? 
Point them out on the map. De¬ 
scribe the islands. Climate. Soil 
and products. People. To whom 
do they belong ? What is said of 
the Dutch possessions ? 

Describe Sumatra. How is it 
situated ? Describe its size. Sur¬ 
face. Products. To whom does it 
belong ? Point out the chief towns 
on the map. 

How is Java situated ? De¬ 
scribe its size. Surface. Products. 
People. To whom does it be¬ 
long ? What is the chief town ? 

What islands lie to the east of 
Java ? To whom do they belong ? 

Describe Borneo. How is it situ¬ 
ated ? Describe the climate. Soil. 


Surface. What possessions arc 
held by the Dutch ? What is said 
of the district of Sarawak ? Of 
the mines ? Of the people ? De¬ 
scribe the chief towns. What 
island belongs to Britain ? 

How is Celebes situated? What 
is its form and size ? Describe its 
surface. Soil and products. What 
possession is held by the Dutch ? 

How are the Philippine Islands 
situated ? Describe them. The 
climate. Exports. To whom do 
they belong? Name the principal. 

How are the Moluccas situated ? 
For what are they famous ? Name 
the principal. To whom do they 
belong? What other islands are 
there t 


AUSTRALASIA. 

Australasia comprises the large islands of Australi a, 
T asmani a , or Van Diemen's Land, New Zealand, and 
New Guinea, with a large number of smaller islands 
lying to tne east of New Guinea and Australia. u 

What islands are comprised in Australasia? Point them out on the 
map, (the World.) 

AUSTRALIA. 

.Area, 3,000,000 square miles ; population, 1,590,000 ; about the same^ 
size as the Dominion of Canada. 

Australia is the largest island in the world, being about 
four-fifths the size of Europe. It belongs to Britain, and is 
divided into five colonies— Victoria, New South Wales , Queens• 
land, South Australia , and Western Australia , besides North 
Australia, which is not yet settled. 

The surface consists chiefly of vast level plains, covered with 
grass or thickly wooded, and arid sandy deserts; the latter, 
however, have, been found, by the dear-bought discoveries of 
Burke and Wills in I860, to be less numerous and extensive 
than was formerly supposed. There are several detached 
chains of mountains near the coast. The principal is in the 
south-east, where the A ustralian A lps extend northwards from 
Bass Strait, at about 40 miles from the shore. Some of the 
peaks, as Mounts Hotham and I &scius ko, rise about 7300 feet 
high, and are covered with snow for a great part of the year. 
Farther north the chain continues, under the name of the 
Bl ue Mou ntains and L iverpo ol Range. In Western Australia, 
near the coast, are ranges of low mountains, extending inland 
about 300 miles, and forming an elevated table-land. The 
highest summit is about 5000 feet high. Other small chains 
occur in South Australia. 

Australia, considering its great extent, possesses fewer navig¬ 
able rivers than any other part of the world. The principal 
and only river of any size is the M urray R iver , rising in the 
Australian Alps, and flowing west into Encounter Bay. It is 
about 1100 miles long, and is navigable for a considerable dis¬ 
tance. It receives, on the north bank, the Qmding, and the 
Murrumbidgee, with its affluent the LqtohlMH. On the eastern 
coast are numerous small rivers, rising in the mountains and 

-----X 

In what zone is the northern part of Australia? In what zone is the 
southern part ? What large islands lie to the south-east ? What islands 
lie to the north-west? What colonies are in the east of Australia? In 
the south ? In the west ? Between what colonies is Bass Straits t 
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flowing east; but they ate naturally small, and of little im¬ 
portance, owing to the proximity of the mountains to the 
coast. In South Australia are several large lakes— Torrens, 
Gairdner, Gregory, Eyre, and Amadeus. 

Australia is very compact in form, the only great indenta¬ 
tions being the Gulf of Carpentaria , on the north, and almost 
opposite, on the south, the Great Australian Bight. Besides 
these are—on the east, Hervey Bay , opposite Great Sandy 
Island, Moreton Bay , and Port Jackson; on the south, Port 
Phillip, Encounter Bay , and St Vincent and Spencer Gulfs; 
on the west, Geographe and Shark Bays , and Cambridge Gulf; 
and on the north, Gulf of Van Diemen , opposite Melville 
Island, and Melville and Castlereagh Bays. 

Along the north-eastern coast, at a distance of about 40 
miles from the shore, the Great Barrier Reef, a submarine 
wall of coral, extends for a distance of 1200 miles. Australia 
is separated from New Guinea by Torres Strait , and from Tas¬ 
mania by Bass Strait. 

The principal capes are—York, Howe, Wilson, Leeuwin , and 
Steep Point . ■ Cape York Peninsula forms the eastern side of 
the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

The principal islands are— Melville and Bathurst, in the north¬ 
west ; Groote Eiland, in the G ulf of Carpentaria; Great Sandy 
Island, in the west; King Island , in Bass Straits; and Kan¬ 
garoo Island, near St Vincent Gulf. 

The climate of Australia is various. The northern part of 
the island is within the tropics, and is subject to the tropical 
rains; while the southern part, in the temperate zone, is very 
dry and warm, but healthy. The seasons are exactly opposite 
to those in North America—midsummer being in December, 
and midwinter in June. Almost all the European fruits and 
grains grow in abundance ; but the greater part of the country 
is better adapted for pasturage. Vast herds of sheep are 
reared, and wool forms one of the great staple exports of the 
country. Australia also abounds in minerals, as iron, coal, 
copper, lead, and tin; but the most important of all are the 
extremely rich gold mines or diggings, in Victoria and New 
South Wales. They were only discovered in 1851, and have 
since surpassed the richest previously known in the world. 

The native animals and vegetation are altogether different 
from those of any other part of the world. Gum trees and 
acacias are the principal trees, and yield valuable timber; and 
among the plants there is scarcely one useful for food. The 
animals are peculiar, being nearly all marsupial, or provided 
with pouches, in which to carry their young, as the kangaroo 
and the opossum. The emeu, or moa, a large bird like an 
ostrich, and other remarkable birds peculiar to Australia, are 
now rapidly becoming extinct. 

The native population belong to the Papuan or Austral- 
negro race. They are very degraded, are nearly black, short 
in stature, and repulsive in appearance. They live on roots, 
shell-fish, and other similar substances. They have also been 
in the habit of attacking the “ runs ” or pasturages of the 
colonists, and have thus come into conflict with them; but 
are otherwise inoffensive. They are now rapidly disappearing. 

Australia, formerly called New Holland, was discovered by 
the Spaniards and Dutch in 1606. The first British settlement 


Exercises on the Map—Australia, Ao.— How is New South Wales 
bounded? What river separates it from Victoria? What rivers flow 
through it? How is Sydney situated? IIow is Victoria bounded? 
How is Melbourne situated? In what direction from Melbourne is 


was made at Sydney in 1788, and was originally a penal settle¬ 
ment. Since then all the island has belonged to Britain ; and 
especially since the discovery of the gold-fields it has advanced 
very rapidly in population, wealth, and commerce. The im¬ 
ports now amount to about 160,000,000 dols., and exports to 
180,000,000 yearly. 

The government of each of the colonies is the same as in the 
provinces of the Dominion of Canada, and consists of a gover¬ 
nor and executive council, with a legislative council and 
assembly elected by the people. The governor of New South 
Wales takes the precedence. 

New South Wales (519,000) : is the oldest colony, having 
been founded in 1787. It is traversed on the east by the 
Blue Mountains and Liverpool Range. Most of the largest 
rivers rise in these mountains; and around their sources, 
on the west side of the mountains, are the valuable gold¬ 
fields. 

Sydney (134,000), on Port Jackson, is the capital. It ex¬ 
ports large quantities of gold and wool, and was the first 
British settlement in Australia. Five miles to the south is 
Botany Bay, formerly a penal settlement. Bathurst and 
Goulburn are centres of the mining districts. Newcastle , on 
the Hunter River, is a seaport. 

Victoria (730,000), founded in 1836, occupies the south¬ 
eastern part of the island, and is traversed on the east by the 
Australian Alps, and some small ranges of hills on the west. 
The remainder is level, and well adapted for pasturage. It 
possesses also rich gold-fields. 

Melbourne (190,000), on the Bay of Port Phillip, at the mouth 
of the Y arra R iver, is the capital. It was only founded in 
1837, has risen rapidly, and now has very extensive commerce. 
Geelong (25,000) is also on Port Phillip, 45 miles from Mel¬ 
bourne. Ballara t and Castlemaine are considerable towns in 
the miningdistricts. 

Queensland (120,000) is a large colony to. the north of New 
South Wales, but is yet thinly peopled. It was formerly the 
Moreton Bay district of New South Wales, but was made a 
separate colony in 1859. 

Brisbane (20,000), the capital, is at the mouth of the Brisbane 
River, flowing into Moreton Bay. 

South Australia (197,000) is an important agricultural 
country, and possesses very valuable copper-mines. A range 
of hills extends northwards along the eastern shore of St 
Vincent Gulf, and several smaller detached ranges occur in the 
south. It contains also several large lakes, Torrens, Gairdner, 
Gregory, and Amadeus. Grain is exported to the neighbor¬ 
ing colonies, besides large quantities of copper and wool to 
Europe. 

Adelaide (77,000), the capital, is near the eastern shore of St 
Vincent Gulf. The chief copper-mines are the Burra Burt'a , 
35 miles north-east of the Gulf of St Vincent, and Kapunda, 
40 miles to the north-west. 

Western Australia is the largest colony in the island, but 
is yet unexplored, except along the coast, and contains only 
about 25,000 inhabitants. Perth, the capital, is on the Swan 
River, on the west coast. 


Sydney ? What part of the island does Queensland occupy ? How fs 
Brisbane situated? In what direction from it is Sydney? What 
colonies does South Australia adjoin on the east? In wtat direction 
from Melbourne ? How is Hobart Town situated ? 
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naki, with New Plymouth , the capital; Hawke's Bay, capital, 
Napier; and Wellington, with a capital of the same name. In 
South Island are Marlborough , with Blenheim and Picton; 
Nelson, with Nelson , the chief place ;. Canterbury with Christ¬ 
church ; Otago, with Dunedin , near which are valuable gold¬ 
fields; Riverton and Invercargill; and Westland. 

Norfolk Island, to the north of New Zealand, was formerly 
a penal settlement, but now belongs to the Pitcairn Islanders. 

Chatham , Antipodes (so called from being the land most 
nearly opposite to Great Britain in the southern hemisphere), 
Auckland , and other islands to the south-east of New Zealand, 
are stations for the South-Sea whale and seal fishery. 
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"Vh»t Is the eras of Australia» 
Population? Size? Describe Aus¬ 
tralia. To whom does it belong? 
llow is it divided ? Point out the 
divisions on the map Describe 
the surface. The principal moun¬ 
tains. Trace them on the map. 
What is said of the rivers of Aus¬ 
tralia? Describe the principal. 
Trace its course on the map. 
What lakes are in Australia? 
Point Jiem out on the map De- 
)cribe the outline of Australia. 
Name the principal bays, Ac. Point 
them out on the map. What is on 
the Dorth-western coast ? Name 
the principal straits. Point them 
out on the map. Name the princi¬ 
pal capes. Point them out on the 
map. Name the principal islands. 
Point them out on the map. De¬ 
scribe the climate of Australia. 
The seasons. The soil and pro¬ 
ducts. The minerals. What is 
said of the gold mines ? Describe 


the native vegetation. The ani¬ 
mals The people What historical 
account of Australia is given? 
What is said of the progress of the 
country ? Describe the govern¬ 
ment. 

Describe New South Wales, flow 
is it situated ? Describe the chief 
towns. Point them out on the map, 
and describe their positions. 

Describe Victoria. How is it 
situated? Describe the chief towns. 
Point them out on the map, and 
describe their positions. 

Describe Queensland. How is 
it situated? Describe the chief 
town, and point it out on the map. 

Describe South Australia. How 
is it situated? Describe the chief 
towns. Point them out on the 
map, and describe their positions. 

Describe Western Australia. 
How is it situated ? Describe the 
capital, and point it out on the 
map. 


Of what does New Zealand con¬ 
sist? How are the islands named, 
and how separated ? Describe the 
size. Surface. Mountains. Rivers. 
Climate. Soil, Ac. What is said 
of vegetation ? Of the population ? 
How is New Zealand divided? 


Name the provinces and their 
capitals. Point them out on the 
map, and describe where they are 
situated. Describe Norfolk Island. 
W hat other islands are mentioned ? 
Where are they situated? For 
what are they useful ? 


TASMANIA. 

Tasmania, or Van Dieman’s Land (103,000), is an island 
lying to the south-east of Australia, from which it is separated 
by Bass Strait. It is nearly as large as New Brunswick. The 
surface is hilly, and the coast indented with fine bays and har¬ 
bors. The climate is mild and healthy, and the soil fruitful. 

Hobart Town (25,000), the capital, is on the River Derwent, 
flowing into Storm Bay, on the south-east of the island. It is 
beautifully situated, being surrounded by hills. 

Launceston is on the north side of the island, on the River 
Tamar, which flows into Bass Strait. 

IIow is Tasmania situated ? the chief towns, and point them 
What is its size ? Describe the out on the map 
surface. Climate, Ac. Describe 

KEW ZEALAND. 

New zsealand consists of two large islands and feeveral 
smaller ones, lying about 1100 miles south-east of Australia. 
The larger islands are called North Island or New Ulster , and 
South Island or New Munster , and are separated by Cook’s 
Strait. Steward Island is small, and is separated from South 
Island by Foveaux Strait. The area is about the same as that of 
Great Britain and Ireland. Along the west coast of both of the 
large islands extends an elevated chain of mountains, many of 
their peaks covered with perpetual snow. Mount Egmont , in I 
North Island, is nearly 9000 feet high, and other peaks rise ' 
still higher. There are a number of small rivers, some of them 
navigable. The climate is mild and healthy, and the soil 
fertile, producing most of the grains and fruits of Southern 
Europe. There is scarcely any native vegetation, and there are 
very few animals. The taro, sweet potato, and flax are culti¬ 
vated, and sheep are extensively reared for their wool. 

The population is about 256,000, of which 55,000 are natives. 
These are called Maories, and are of the Malay race—a tall, 
well-formed, intelligent race, brave and determined in war, 
in which they are often engaged with the British colonists. 

New Zealand is divided into nine provinces. In North 
Island are Auckland , with a capital of the same name i Tara - 

Exfrotses oif tttb Map—Australia, Ao.—How many large islands 
are comprised in New Zealand? IIow are North and Middle Island 
separated ? How is Auckland situated r In what direction from New 
Zealand is Norfolk Island? What island is half-way between Norfolk . 


PAPUA, OR NEW GUINEA. 

Papua, or New Guinea, is a large island 1 , about half 
the size of Canada, situated to> the north of Australia, 
from which it is separated by Torres Strait. It lies 
directly under the equator. 

On some parts of the coast it is mountainous, but the in¬ 
terior is still unexplored. It is not possessed by any civilized 
nation, and is visited only by the Chinese and Malays for 
trypang and edible birds’-nests. The beautiful bird of paradise 
is a native of the island. 


The numerous groups of islands lying to the east of New 
Guinea and Australia are but little known. The principal are 
Admiralty Islands , New Ireland, New Britain, Louisiade 
Archipelago, Solomon Islands , Queen Charlotte Islands , New 
Hebrides, and New Caledonia. 
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Describe New Guinea. Where 
is it situated ? Describe the sur¬ 
face, Ac. Its productions. What 
bird is a native of the country ? 






What other islands belong to 
Australasia? Point them out on 
the map. Which island do the 
French possess ? 


POLYNESIA. 

Polynesia is the name given to the vast number of 
islands scattered over the Pacific Ocean, chiefly within 
30° north and south of the equator. The larger islands 
are volcanic, but most of the smaller ones have been 
produced by the labors of the coral insect. 

The principal groups north of the equator are—the Lqdrone. 
or Marianne, Pdgo, Caroline, Marshall , Gilbert . and Sandwich 
Islands. South of the "equator are the F&pe e. Fvienll y, or 
Tonga, Navigator's or Samoa, Cook's or iJarvey, anTSoddy 
Islands, the Lovi Archipelago, and Marquesas Islands. 

The coral islands are generally very small, and are raised 
but a few feet above the level of the ocean. They are often 
semicircular in shape, with a lagoon of still water between the 
land and the reefs. Those of volcanic formation are moun¬ 
tainous, covered with luxuriant verdure, and with rich and 
fertile valleys, as the Marquesas, Society, and Sandwich 


Island and Sydney ? Where is Foveaux Strait ? Where is Wellington t 
Dunedin? Bay of Plenty? New Plymouth? Three Kings Island* 1 
Mount Egmont? In what direction from New Zealand are the Chau. In 
Islands? New Hebrides ? 
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Islands. In Hawaii , one of the latter group, there are two 
volcanic mountains, rising upwards of 13,000 feet in height. 
Although these islands are nearly all within the torrid zones 
the climate is delightful and healthy, being tempered by the 
sea breezes. The soil is remarkable for its fertility, and pro¬ 
duces the cocoa-palm, bread-fruit, plantains, bananas, yams, 
and other tropical trees and fruits. 

The natives are chiefly of the Malay raoe, and are well-made, 
and active ; differing greatly, however, in disposition, being 
mild and hospitable in some islands, and in others fierce and 
treacherous. The Feejee Islands, as well as the Papuan Archi¬ 
pelago, are inhabited by the Austral-negro race, who are among 
the lowest and most degraded inhabitants of the world. In 
the Feejee Islands they are still addicted to cannibalism. 

The Sandwich and Society Islands are the most important" 
groups in Polynesia, and their inhabitants have made the 


ANTARCTICA. 

This name is given to several extensive tracts of 
land supposed to form part of a Southern Continent, 
and a number of islands which of late years have been 
discovered in the Antarctic Ocean. | 

The principal tract of land is South Victoria , lying to the 
eouth of New Zealand ; discovered in 1840 by Sir James Ross. 

It is covered with glaciers and perpetual snow, and has lofty 
fountains along the coast. Its most striking feature is the 
great volcano. Mount Erebus , 12,400 feet high, the flames of 
^Hrhich rise high above its crater, and throw a fearful light over 
these desolate regions, presenting a grand and awe-inspiring 
spectacle. Farther east is Mount Terror , another volcano, 
Vnearly 11,000 feet high. Both are named from the exploring 


greatest advances in civilization. The Sandwich Islands have N N ships, .Erebus and Teri'or. West of these is the south magnetic 
" a population of over 67,000. They are greatly under the in- pole. 

, fluence of the United States. They are regularly visited bj\J^ ¥ The other principal tracts are Adelia and Sabrina Lands , 
j whaling and other vessels, and trade in their own ships witlr "south of Australia; farther west, Endei'ky and Kemp Lands , 
America and China. Owhyhee , or Hawaii, is the largest island, J^south of Madagascar ; and Graham Land , COO miles south of 

Cape Horn. Round the coast of Graham Land are numerous 
islands—the South Shetland , South Orbiey, South Georgian 
Islands , and others. Besides these, there is also a large 
number of small islands lying much farther north, but par¬ 
taking of the same cold, barren, and desolate character. They 
are chiefly volcanic in formation. Their shores are frequented 
by the albatross and vast numbers of penguin3 ; and seals and 
whales abound in the neighboring seas. The principal are— 
Tristan da Cunha , Prince Edward , Marion , Crozet's , Kergue¬ 
len , Amsterdam , St Paul's, and Macquarie Islands . 

What is comprised under the i Name the other tracts of land 
□arae Antarctica? Describe the Point them out on the map. Name 


' and it was there that Cajdajj^ook, the discoverer, was killed, 
s H onolulu . (7000,) on one of the smaller islands, is the capital, 
"flffelargest of the Society Islands is Tahiti , or Otaheite. It 
contains a population of 10,000, and is memorable as the place 
where the mutiny of the Bounty occurred. Pitcairn Island , 
where the mutineers settled, is south east of the Low Archi¬ 
pelago. The Society Islands are now under the control of 
France. 


What is comprised in Polynesia? 
Describe the islands. Name the 
principal. Point them out on the 
map, and state how they are situ¬ 
ated. Describe the coral islands. 
The volcanic islands. What is 
said of Hawaii ? Describe the cli¬ 
mate. The soil and products. 
The natives. What is said of the 


Feejee Islands and others? Which 
are the most important groups? 
Describe the Sandwich Islands. 
Point them out on the map. Name 
the principal island and the capital. 
Describe the latter. Describe the 

E rincipal of the Society Islands. 

ascribe Pitcairn Island. Point 
them out on the map. 


Exbrcisks ok th* Map— Ths World.— In what ocean are the Poly¬ 
nesian Islands situated? In what tone do they lie? Point out the 
principal groups north of the Equator. South of it? Which is the 
principal of the Sandwich Islands J la what direction from San ”— 


i nn- J. J» 


principal tract of land. Point it 
outon the map, (the World.) What 
are its most striking features? 
What is situated in this tract ? 


the principal islands near thesa 
tracts of land. Describe them.. 
Point them out on the map, and 
describe their situations. 


cisco are they ? In what direction from them is New Zealand ? Japan f 
What is the most southern land called ? In what ocean is it situated! 
Point out two volcanoes in Antarctica. Describe them. In what zone 
Antarctica principally situated? 
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